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Zimbabwe has been praised for holding 
'peaceful' elections on the 31 July this year, and 
it is true that the polls were calm in comparison 
to the terrible violence seen in 2008. But it hides 
an ugly truth that intimidation prevailed, impact-
ing on the right of citizens to vote freely for a 
party of their choice, along with a calculated 
strategy to skew the result to the advantage of 
the Zanu PF party. 
Mugabe and Zanu PF can only be celebrated as 
true credible winners -therefore justifiable lead-
ers of Zimbabwe - if their victory was determined 
by free and fair elections. We don't know what 
the result of a free and fair election would be in 
Zimbabwe, because we have not seen one. 
 
We believe that the results declared by the Zim-
babwe Election Commission (ZEC) cannot be 
viewed as either credible or legitimate for a vari-
ety of reasons. We have built a page on our web-
site outlining these many reasons in detail, 
based on information collated from a variety of 
sources, because we believe it is important that 
the truth is told regardless of the outcome, and 
we believe that it is important that a formal re-
cord of fraud exists. 
 
This record stands as a criticism of Zanu PF theft 
and lies, but it also potentially indicts a region 
and a continent if it once again wilfully turns a 
blind-eye to abuses against the freedoms that 
African people are entitled to, and allows democ-
racy to be stolen from the people of Zimbabwe. 
 
We encourage everyone to visit this page to fully 
understand the scale of the fraud, and we ask 
that you share the link widely with everyone you 
know and ask them to do the same. Share it on 
your social networks (Facebook, Twitter etc) and 
forward this email to people you know. 
 
The resource page can be viewed at this link: 
http://www.sokwanele.com/zimbabwe-elections/
evidence-of-fraud 
 

 

 
 

"Don't tell lies. Fight lies 

when they are told. Don't 

disguise difficulties,  

errors, and failures. Do 

not trust in easy victories 

nor in appearances. ... 

Practice and defend the 

truth, always the truth, 

to militants, leaders, and 

the people, whatever the 

difficulties the knowledge 

of the truth can create." -  
 

Amilcar Cabral, 1965 
 

 
These words from Amilcar Cabral, more 
familiar in the shortened version "Tell 
No Lies, Claim No Easy Victories," have 
inspired many not only in Africa but also 
around the world. More than forty years 
after Cabral was assassinated and 
almost fifty years after he wrote these 
words, his counsel remains highly 
relevant to all seeking not only to ana-
lyze reality but to change it. 
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Rest in Peace: Chiwoniso Maraire 
 
“A bright star went out over Harare skies 
on Wednesday 24 July with the death of 
Zimbabwe´s young mbira legend  
Chiwoniso Maraire – musician, singer, 
songwriter, mother, daughter, sister of so 
many.  The news rocked the arts commu-
nity of Zimbabwe who gathered at her 
home. They played music and wept with 
the family, they prayed for the children. A 
media frenzy ensued, overflowing with 
messages from all over the world of pain 
and loss, of memories of music and fun, 
of great songs that were written and oth-
ers not yet written. “ 

- Book Cafe 

 
 
August Letter from Zimbabwe: 
 
Am still in great mourning over a stolen 
election. In fact it was not an election but a 
monumental fraud, that they are even un-
happy of for it was greatly exaggerated. 
They are only pulling their faces to hide 
their shame. This is the greatest embarass-
ing event of the year. I was at my father's 
rural home and everybody is shaking their 
head with shock of this miracle victory, if 
rural people shake their heads with shock 
what more of us in the urban cities.  
 
They are not going to achieve anything with 
this huge theft for no one is happy in Zim-
babwe. Anything they touch will fail. Bata 
Shoe Factory has closed in Gweru, and this 
morning I saw doors of Meikles Store 
closed. They did good, running away from 
these thieves who want to indigenise by 
reaping where they did not saw. 
 
When a country is ruled by leaders who 
highly crave money and don't care of peo-
ple's welfare, then its all in vain, and the 
country is going down the drain. Sorry for 
the language I am using today, am angry 
and not happy the country is being ruined. 
Forest are burning, farms have become 
derelict, the bushes its big pits as people 
indiscreminately dig for  gold wherever with-
out restraint. Cities, cities, cities are very 
very very dirty. Harare now resembles a 
growth point, streets are very dirty. Passed 
through Harare today , its pathetic. Imagine 
seeing soil in a tarred road, shame shame. 
 
Its life we have to face it with bravery. 
 
I do not know where this country of ours is 
herding but all it needs now is working a bit 
hard, and sometimes going a bit berserk in 
whatever one does. What more can people 
do when those in corridors of power are 
thieves? 

Tanzanian Foreign Minister, Bernard Membe, who was Head of Dele-
gation of SADC Electoral Observer Mission (SEOM) representing 
Tanzanian President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, summed up the verdict 
on the Zimbabwean polls thus: 

 

"This election was generally credible. On the question of  
fairness, it is difficult to say it was fair."  
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Lunch will be provided 
on the day. Watch the 
ZA website ZA An-
nual General 

Meeting  
Sunday 30 Oc-

tober 
At St James 

Church Hall, Is-

lington, London 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

OPEN  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays for members to drop in and 
catch up on the latest news from Zim-

babwe; meet other members; make use 
of the office facilities; brush up on com-

puter skills; discuss volunteering opportu-
nities; plan projects; use the ZA library 

Get involved! But call first ... 

*I will vote in 2018, not this year * -  Everjoice Win 

 
I did not go home to vote today. I already knew my `candidate´ was not on the ballot pa-
per. All of the ballot papers, Presidential, parliamentary, local government. She was not 
there. No, this had nothing to do with rigging, lack of identity documents, lack of 
adequate time to prepare or any of the logistical issues - before you consign my candi-
dates´ absence to all the alleged stereotypical issues that everyone has been rattling on 
about. No. 
 
My candidate gracefully chose to step aside. Walked away from this election - literally and 
metaphorically, because she knew that this was not that sort of election. My candidate 
figured out five years ago that the 2013 elections were never going to be about the issues 
or things she, myself and probably millions of other Zimbabwean women care about. She 
knew already, that this was merely an election to choose one man over the other. Yes. A 
man. Women like my candidate have been quite clear for some time now that it didn´t 
matter how clever, analytical, or clear they were about what the problems are in our coun-
try and what the solutions could be, they did not stand a chance. Their voices would get 
drowned out in this all male contest.  

 
For full article go to: http://everjoicew.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/i-will-vote-in-2018-not-this-

year.html  
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  Zimbabwean author, NoViolet Bulawayo, who has 
been shortlisted for the Man Booker 
Prize for her novel "We Need New 
Names." The Man Booker is consid-
ered Britains most prestigious liter-
ary award. 
 

African Writers Trust: NoViolet Bula-
wayo discusses why "We Need New 
Names" 
http://www.africanwriterstrust.org/
noviolet-bulawayo-discusses-why-we- 
need-new-names/    
 
 

DIASPORA EMERGING FROM THE SHADOWS—Knox Chitiyo 

 
While remittances from the diaspora remain a vital part of the development agenda of Af-
rica, the engagement is about much more than remittances. African diasporans are, in 
increasing numbers, actively engaged in nation building in Africa as well as in their domi-
ciles abroad 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/
features/88300   
 
   
 

Advice line for  
undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  
Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 
on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 
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ONE WEEK IN JUNE  
 
The highlight of a busy June was a 
visit from Zimbabwean 
poet ,Chenjerai Hove, who spoke 
at a range of events including a cul-
tural consultation with the diaspora. 
It was a rare pleasure to be able to 
come together with Zimbabwean 
poets, writers, actors and others to 
discuss and plan how we could all 
work more closely together and 
build stronger links with the cul-

tural scene back home. 

Chenjerai Hove at Spitalfields Community 

Farm following a story-telling session 

26 June Event 

Cultural event in  

Birmingham  

Diaspora Consultation with 
Commonwealth Culture Cluster 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 

REFUGEE COUNCIL has moved its 
head office to Stratford, East London. 
 
People seeking advice on the different 
stages of the asylum process should call 
our Own Language Telephone Advice 

Service on 0808 808 2255  
 
London Offices: (appointment only)
Finchley Rd, West London, Bethnal 

Green (therapeutic); (drop in) Croydon 
 
ZIMBABWE HUMAN RIGHTS 

NGO FORUM   
54 Commercial Street 
London E1 6LT 
Tel: 07824562991 
www.hrforumzim.org 

 

 

  

 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

• Help you plan your return 

• Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

• Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

• In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS CAN NOW BE USED IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Refugees Struggle With EU Asylum 'Lottery' 
The process of seeking asylum in Europe amounts to little more than play-
ing the lottery, a group of refugee charities said on Friday. Twelve years 
after committing to unify asylum policies, the European Union (EU) remains 
far from achieving its goal and, as a result, the chances of being granted 
refugee status vary wildly from country to country, the European Council on 
Refugees and Exile (ECRE) said in a report. 
 
The report highlights big differences in the decisions, procedures and rules 
relating to asylum seekers in 14 different EU countries - from access to ac-
commodation, legal aid and jobs to the use of detention. 
Read more: Thomson Reuters Foundation,  06/09/13 

April 2013: Stateless Persons in the UK Can Now Apply for 

Leave to Remain 
 
If you are granted leave to remain as a stateless person, you will normally 
be given permission to stay in the UK for a period of 30 months or 2 and a 
half years. You will be entitled to work and access public funds if necessary. 
 
More details and application forms here . . . . . 

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/while-in-uk/stateless/ 

LATE SUMMER OUTING—MARSHA’S ALLOTMENT 
 
ZA members enjoyed a glorious sun-filled day at Marsha’s allotment re-
cently. Anne’s handmade bread accompanied a picnic lunch of salads and 
fruit all grown on Marsha’s allotment—proving once again that access to 

land and hard work is all that is necessary to be happy and dine like kings!  
 

A huge thank-you to Marsha and Anne for organising such a great day. 
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Immigration Law News – 3 September 2013 

The scheme by which immigration judicial reviews are to take place in the Tribunal, rather than the High Court, is now to take 
effect imminently. The scheme applies to any case in which an application for permission is issued in the High Court on or after 
9 September 2013 or in the Tribunal on or after 1 November. Challenges that address nationality, unlawful detention, support, 
sponsor licensing, Upper Tribunal decisions, and cases questioning the validity of primary or subordinate legislation or request-
ing incompatibility declarations under the Human Rights Act, will remain in the High Court. 

 

Lawyers of Refugees Wrongly Jailed Criticised By Appeal Court 
 
 The Appeal Court has criticised the lawyers of five refugees who were wrongly jailed for carrying false documents after fleeing 
their countries under the threat of persecution. 
 
It was "surprising and disturbing" that their legal teams did not know there was a valid defence to protect those in fear of losing 
their lives or freedom, three judges ruled. 
 
The five - who included a husband and wife - were jailed for between six months and a year after being found to be carrying 
false papers after arriving in Britain. 
 
They included a Congolese man who faced death threats for his political stance and an Iranian couple arrested in 2012 as they 
tried to reach Canada because they feared imprisonment and ill-treatment. 
 
"It is both surprising and disturbing that neither solicitors nor counsel appear to have been aware of the position in law and we 
repeat that this situation should not recur in the future," said Lord Justice Leveson in a written ruling. 
 
Prosecutors said they would not appeal against the ruling. Ben Douglas-Jones, junior counsel for the prosecution, said: "He 
(Leveson) has made it clear that he wants to kill this issue stone dead." 
Paul Peachey, Indpendent, Tuesday 30 July 2013 

 

Anger At 'Go Home' Message to Illegal Migrants 
 
A coalition row has erupted over an advertising campaign that targets racially mixed areas with billboards that warn 
illegal immigrants: "Go home or face arrest." 
Liberal Democrat ministers yesterday pressed the government to abandon the campaign, as the UK Independence 
party leader, Nigel Farage, surprised many by condemning the signs as "nasty". The split emerged after senior Lib 
Dem figures complained about the failure of their cabinet members to stop Tory ministers from launching the pilot 
scheme. Vans carrying the government's abrupt message have been driven around areas of high immigration 
since Monday. The campaign has been widely seen as a way for Conservative ministers to appear tough on immi-
gration in the face of rising support for Ukip. 
 
But after three days of disquiet among party activists and MPs, a senior Lib Dem source said the party's ministers 
would call for the posters to be withdrawn: "Ministers will be pushing for this to be stopped - it is not Lib Dem or 
coalition policy." 
Read more:  Rajeev Syal, Guardian, 25/07/13 
 

Deportation on Suspicion  -  Operation Nexus 
The Met has announced that it plans to use Operation Nexus, its joint operation with the Home Office which has led to immigration officials 
being embedded in seventy-two police custody suites across the capital, to deport an extra 2,400 'foreign criminals' each year. But the 
Home Office will not apparently await the outcome of criminal trials , but will initiate deportation proceedings straight away, and Met police 

intelligence files will be used to persuade the immigration tribunal that deportation is justified. 
Read more: Frances Webber, IRR June 20th 2013 
 

G4S Guard who Fatally Restrained a 15 Year Old - Promoted! 
What to do with a 100 kg guard who fatally restrains a 40 kg boy? Promote him to health 

& safety manager, G4S children's homes. 

 
Read more:  Clare Sambrook, Open Democracy, 22/07/13 

Please Note  
If you know of any one who has been  detained 
in a removal centre please do let  the office 

know about the  detainee. 

DETENTION NEWS: HMP Verne located on the Isle of Portland, in Dorset is to be converted into an Immi-

gration Removal Centre with 600 beds. It will be run by the Prison Service, just like Haslar, Dover and Morton 
Hall.  
 
This expansion takes the total number of immigration detention spaces to over 4,000 for the first time or 5,000 
including those detained in prisons. It is a massive expansion, at a time when significant cuts are being made 
elsewhere.  
 
*There are also proposals to add 267 beds to existing IRCs. 
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

 
ZAS Leicester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/leicester/  
 
ZAM Manchester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/manchester/  

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

FOR SALE:  
ZA T-SHIRTS £10      

& GREAT  
KNITWEAR  

please contact the office 

 

 

Upcoming events 

2013: 
 

4 October: Brian 

Raftopoulos speaking in 
London (see  ZA website 

for details) 
 

24 October: Zim Vigil 

Conference 
 

Saturday16 November:  
Zimbabwe Association 

Annual General Meeting 

 

Movement Against Xenophobia (MAX) -  
[In a Meeting at Porcullis House, Westminster, London, on Wednesday 4th September 2013, The theme 
'creation of a strong coalition to campaign on the issue of immigration and to change the tone of the public 
debate on xenophobia'. Those *attending agreed the following statement.] 
 
It is with alarm that we are witnessing the development of increasing hostility, xenophobia, discrimination and 
intolerance towards immigrants. 
 
We are gravely concerned at the tone of public discussion about immigration in the press and from politicians, 
which is contributing to a climate of hostility and fear. Government, Opposition and other mainstream political 
parties are directly participating in a race to the bottom in this regard. 
Migrants make a substantial contribution to the economy, enrich Britain's culture and improve the standard of 
its public services. The multicultural and prosperous Britain that exists today has been created through genera-
tions of immigration and acceptance of refugees which is not recognised in the mainstream public discourse 
about immigration and asylum. 
 
We believe austerity measures and public sector cuts are producing real tensions among communities living in 
deprived neighbourhoods. Those denied access to benefits and services are pushed to the margins of society 
and are vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. 
 
British nationals, long-term residents and their families with spouses or civil partners and relatives from non-EU 
countries are subject to draconian and discriminatory immigration controls that wreck family life. These meas-
ures are splitting up ordinary families through the lack of an arbitrary level of income. 
 
We reject as unacceptable the scapegoating of immigrants that sections of the media and politicians of all 
mainstream parties participate in. We reject moves to oblige workers and landlords to inform on people's immi-
gration status, measures which will engender an atmosphere of mistrust and threaten social cohesion. 
In this context of growing racism, the threat of racist violence has increased against all migrant communities in 
Britain - with the number of race hate crimes in London and other places rising markedly. 
-  We call for an end to attempts by political parties, their leaders and the media to exploit racism and xenopho-
bia for their own vested interests. 
-  We call upon the Government to reject the 'numbers game' politics of immigration and to pursue an immigra-
tion system built on human rights and the economic needs of the UK. 
-  We call for the media to show responsibility and to put an end to the publication of sensational and un-
founded stories which incite racial hatred and hatred towards migrants and refugees. 
-  We will defend the right of refugees to seek asylum in the UK under the 1951 Geneva Convention. We insist 
that while seeking asylum, people should be treated with respect and afforded fundamental liberties. 
-  We call for an amnesty for irregular migrants in the UK, allowing them to work and pay taxes, thus contribut-
ing fully to society. 
-  We pledge to resist any attacks on human rights. Any such attack on the European Convention on Human 
Rights or domestic legislation would be primarily aimed at immigrants and then used against ordinary British 
people. 
-  We pledge to speak out against racism and xenophobia and to defend migrant communities and refugees. 
 
We want to live in a civilised society where people, irrespective of background, are valued and treated with 
respect. We are migrants, descendants of migrants and 'indigenous' British people. We stand together for a 
diverse and inclusive society. We believe we can live together with dignity and peace, learning from each 
other's differences and contributing to a better place for us and future generations to live in. 
Join with us in rejecting this move towards intolerance, and join the fight for a more inclusive UK. 
 

The next meeting of MAX will be held in three weeks time on Wednesday 25th September 
 
If you wish to attend or need more information Contact:Guy Taylor <guy.taylor@jcwi.org.uk> 
Campaigns & Communications, JCWI, 115 Old Street, London EC1V 9RT 

In celebration of Zimbabwean women—(a personal view from Sarah Harland) 
  

A recent quote of Robert Mugabe’s"Few Women Educated Enough to be Ministers" got me wondering 
how it was possible for a national leader to know so little about one of Zimbabwe's national treasures - 
the women of the country. 
  
The Zimbabwean women I know are simply fabulous. They range from community development workers 
to doctors, cross-border vendors to lawyers, human rights activists to farmers. They are smart, organised, 
humane, resourceful, resilient and hard-working. Many combine work, child-rearing and family care with 
their educational studies as they strive to complete degrees and post-graduate work. They can work 
together for the greater good, support each other through difficult times and tackle the trickiest problems 
with humour and robust energy. 
  

I have utmost respect for dozens of Zimbabwean women and would be more confident of a positive fu-
ture for Zimbabwe if a great many more women were involved in top-level decision-making about the 
country's future.  
But of course, they might be too sensible, to want to be part of a less-than legitimate government! 


