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Power-Sharing Government Has Failed  

To Dismantle a Vicious Political Sysem  
 

Zimbabwe’s dysfunctional transitional power-sharing government has dismally failed 

to dismantle the vicious and klepotocratic political system established over the last 

three decades through political patronage. That SADC is a guarantor of the Global 

Political Agreement that established the transitional government has so far made little 

practical impact as the regional bloc has baulked at pushing for a total transformation 

of political power in Zimbabwe.  

 

As a result, democratic transition has stalled and is in serious danger of being reversed 

if calls by president Mugabe and Zanu PF to go for elections in the absence of 

credible reforms are not rejected. As civil society organizations operating in 

Zimbabwe, we reiterate that Zimbabwe has not yet instituted sufficient reforms to 

guarantee democratic, non-violent, free and fair elections and should not go to 

elections unless such reforms have been implemented. The infrastructure responsible 

for widespread electoral violence remains intact and active and the leadership of army 

and the security forces remain extremely politicized and blatantly partisan towards 

Zanu PF.  

 

The repression and dictatorship in Zimbabwe presents us with a peculiar challenge 

which is this: While it is easy to point to an outsider as being responsible for your 

suffering, how do you convince your neighbors and the world at large that it is your 

father who has turned predator? Africa is unwilling to accept the reality that 

Zimbabwe’s former liberators have turned rogue. The benefits of excellent education 

and social amenities in the early years of independence cannot be a justification that 

Zimbabweans should now suffer silently under the yoke of oppression.  

 

No-one is safe from the vicious political system operating in Zimbabwe – not even 

our most decorated liberation war hero General Solomon Mujuru – was safe from the 

system. The ongoing inquest into his suspicious death in a fire last August raises 

serious concerns that not even his family, led by Zanu PF vice president Joyce 

Mujuru, is guaranteed of the truth and justice regarding how general Mujuru died and 

who was responsible for his death. If there is no justice for those at the heart of Zanu 

PF, there is little hope for the pro-democracy movement.  

 

All that ordinary Zimbabweans have is hope for a better Zimbabwe, for a multi-party 

democracy that thrives on peace and equality. But we are confronted with a regime 

that uses state machinery to unleash violence and oppress its people. We invite our 

neighbors and SADC leaders to go into Zimbabwe, be on the ground and see for 

themselves the levels of the political crisis in Zimbabwe. Before president Sata of 

Zambia can support the call for elections in 2012, we ask him to visit Zimbabwe and 

assess the conditions on the ground.  

While we are strongly opposed and indefinate perpetuation of a dysfunctional power-

sharing government, we are emphatically opposed to going to elections under the 

same conditions of violence and intimidation as we did in 2008.  

Crisis in ZimbabweoalitionC a time to act



 

Our demands and preconditions to fresh elections in Zimbabwe include:  

 

1. A new, democratic constitution accompanied by critical electoral reforms such 

as an updated and accurate voters’ roll, guarantees for media freedoms, equal 

access by all political parties to state-controlled media during elections and 

promotion of gender equality. Urgent legislative reforms should include 

repealing or amending all legislation that hinders free political activity.  

2. All soldiers currently deployed across the country must be returned and 

confined to their barracks and all service chiefs must issue a public statement 

committing themselves to restricting their activities to their constitutional 

mandate and to totally separate themselves from politics and from interference 

in political and electoral affairs.  

3. The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission and its Secretariat Staff, charged with 

elections management, must be completely demilitarized, independent, 

professional, adequately resourced with direct technical support from SADC 

and the AU to enable it to impartially discharge its mandate. 

4. Before Zimbabwe can set a date for elections, the AU and SADC must 

independently examine and certify that the environment is conducive to 

holding non-violent, free and fair elections. The elections must be robustly 

monitored and observed by local, regional and international groups who 

should have unfettered access to all parts of the country.  

5. Together with SADC and the UN, the AU should deploy peace-keeping 

monitors to Zimbabwe at least three months ahead of elections to prevent 

state-sponsored violence and intimidation and to guarantee peaceful transfer of 

power to the eventual winner of the elections. The peace-keeping monitors 

should remain on the ground a further three months after elections have been 

held.  

 

For more information please contact:  

 

1. Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Regional Office, Johannesburg (S.A) - 

Mobile: +27 73 5211 813, email: coordinator@crisiszimbabwe.org  

 

  

  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising 

churches, women’s groups, social movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health 

professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, human rights, good governance and 

sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


