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News from AVID 

 

AGM, Annual Report and new Briefing paper 
 
Many thanks to all of you who attended our AGM 
and ‘Mental Health, Article 3 and Detention’ 
event last week. It was very well attended; 
testimony to the interest in mental health in 
detention. Very special thanks are due to Garden 
Court Chambers for kindly hosting the event, and 
to our guest speakers Hamish Arnott (Bhatt 
Murphy Solicitors), Stephanie Harrison (Garden 
Court Chambers) and Adeline Trude (Bail for 
Immigration Detainees).   
 
At the event, AVID and BID launched their joint 
policy initiative the Mental Health in Immigration 
detention project and circulated a briefing paper 
“Positive Duty of Care? The mental health crisis in 
immigration detention”. AVID also distributed its 
Annual Report 2011-12. Copies are on their way 
to all our members, and will be available on our 
website later this week.  

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to our Newsletter Volunteer!  
AVID would like to welcome Susheila Juggapah 

(Sushi) to the team.  
 

“I’m delighted to join AVID, and will be managing 
the newsletter as well as helping to launch its 

redesign. I have experience in digital campaigning 
and I am also the UK editor of Article 27. If you’d 
like to contribute a guest article, get your news 
and events into the newsletter, or just say hello, 

feel free to contact me on 
sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com.” 

 

News from Members  

 
The Longest Day - comedy and music hosted 

by Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 
Thursday 21st June, The Hawth Theatre, Hawth 

Avenue, Crawley RH10 6YZ from 19.30 
 

Tickets are now available for The Longest Day, 
hosted by the Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group. 
One of the West End's leading actors, Sheila 
Hancock, along with the poet and entertainer 
Michael Rosen,  comedian Steve Punt and punk 
poet and songwriter Attila the Stockbroker,  are 
heading the Midsummer Night's team for what 
promises to be an unforgettable evening of 
comedy and music. It is one of a number of local 
events being held during Refugee Week 2012. 
You can purchase tickets through the Hawth 
Theatre website here. 
 

Scottish Detainee Visitors tell us about their 
recent AGM and upcoming events 

By Anna Beesley SDV Coordinator 

 
“Going into its 10th year, SDV had its 2011 AGM 
on Monday 14th May. It was a good chance for 
visitors to get together, enjoy some food and 
vote in a new committee. We have 4 new 
committee members, 3 of whom are current 
visitors (Mary Child, Duncan Toms, Chris Gilligan) 
and the woman's policy officer from Scottish 
Refugee Council (Nina Murray). In 2011, my 
hours increased to 2 and half days a week, 
primarily to set up a monthly ‘Section 4 Advice 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/positive%20duty%20of%20care%20final.pdf
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/positive%20duty%20of%20care%20final.pdf
http://www.article-27.com/
mailto:sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com
https://tickets.hawth.co.uk/public/show.asp
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Workshop’ in Dungavel. Unfortunately we have 
been met with quite a bit of resistance from the 
centre in allowing us to do this. After a year of 
work and quarterly meetings with GEO and UKBA 
staff at Dungavel, we are not prepared to give up 
so will continue to argue that this is an important 
service. 2012 will also be the first year of our 
development workshop, an annual training and 
development event for visitors and committee 
members – reviewing what we’re doing, how to 
do it best and keeping the support we provide 
effective. We will also be putting on a film 
screening and panel discussion around Indefinite 
Detention as part of Refugee Week and 
celebrating our 10 years with a party for all our 
members.” 
 
Scottish Detainee Visitors are also recruiting for 
detainee visitors and are specifically looking for 
people with knowledge of the following 
languages: Arabic, Farsi, Urdu, Pashto, Mandarin, 
Swahili, Tigrinya. The next Training Day is on 
Saturday 7th July and the deadline for 
applications is Friday 22nd June:  
http://www.sdv.org.uk/id2.html 
 

Southampton and Winchester Visitors 
Group at House of Lords 

 
'Investing in the Future' - an independent report 
about SWVG (Southampton and Winchester 
Visitor Group) funded by the Bromley Trust will 
be launched later this year in the House of Lords.  
The Bromley Trust was so impressed with the 
report that they have allocated £5,000 to help 
them disseminate its findings, starting with this 
prestigious event. A steering team has been set 
up to prepare for the event, which will be an 
opportunity to raise awareness of asylum issues 
and the role of SWVG.  
 
 

 
Do you have any news you would like to 
share with other detainee visitors? Send 
your news, events or adverts to Sushi at 

sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Detention Update  

 
Independent Monitoring Board at 

Heathrow: latest report highlights children 
held in ‘degrading and disgraceful 

conditions’ 
 

The latest  report from the Heathrow IMB has 
concluded that children are being detained in 
'degrading and disgraceful' conditions for long 
periods of time at Heathrow Airport by UKBA. 
There is no access to the open air, no sleeping 
accommodation and only hand basins for 
washing. Children often had to share space with 
unrelated adults and can be there for many 
hours. The IMB also describes how people were 
forced to stay on the floor as there were not 
enough seats to accommodate everyone. The 
report comes at a time when UKBA is facing 
widespread criticism over delays at border 
control. This story received rare coverage by the 
Daily Mail, which you can read here.  
 

IMB at Yarl’s Wood IRC criticises length of 
detention 

 
The Independent Monitoring Board has published 
its annual report on Yarl’s Wood IRC. It highlights 
that the UKBA had breached standards by 
detaining people with no realistic prospect of 
deportation. The report also notes that detention 
at Yarl's Wood was often indeterminate and 
questioned why some detainees were being held 
in the first place. Almost a third of 2011's 
detainees were not removed from the country 
and this suggested Yarl's Wood was "not fulfilling 
its basic function". It called on Immigration 
Minister Damian Green to review the policy of 
detaining pregnant women, which was also a 
prominent criticism in a report on the centre by 
the chief inspector of prisons Nick Hardwick last 
year. The story was covered by the BBC and you 
can read it in full here.  

 
Inquest finds Colnbrook IRC failures 

contributed to death of asylum seeker 
 
Neglect by immigration detention centre staff 
contributed to the death of a Pakistani asylum 
seeker after he suffered a heart attack, an 
inquest jury has found. Staff at Colnbrook 
Immigration Removal Centre, near Heathrow 

http://www.sdv.org.uk/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/filmevent19thjune.pdf
http://www.sdv.org.uk/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/filmevent19thjune.pdf
http://www.sdv.org.uk/id2.html
http://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
http://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
mailto:sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/corporate-reports/imb/annual-reports-2012/heathrow-2011-2012.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2143995/Children-held-Heathrow-immigration-purposes-kept-degrading-disgraceful-conditions.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/corporate-reports/imb/annual-reports-2011/yarls-wood-2011.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-18118155
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airport, failed to call 999 soon enough, to 
administer CPR or have a working defibrillator 
available, an inquest at West London coroner's 
court, found. Muhammad Shukat, 47, suffered a 
cardiac arrest. Instead of calling 999, nursing staff 
and custody officers administered Gaviscon to 
Shukat and advised him he could see the centre 
doctor in the morning. Resuscitation was delayed 
by 15 minutes as the centre equipment was 
faulty. The UK Border Agency, which commissions 
Serco to run the centre, said the verdict was 
"deeply worrying" and demanded radical action 
to address the problems. You can read the full 
story by the Guardian here. 
 

UKBA releases monthly statistics on children 
detained, April 2012 

 
Statistics have been released for child detention 
in April 2012 and for the full first quarter of 2012. 
In total, 7 children were detained in April. 53 
children were detained in the first quarter of 
2012, 35 at Cedars and 12 at Tinsley House 
(border cases). The remaining 6 were age 
disputed cases held at IRCs and STHFs. 47% of 
these children were given temporary admission 
or release and 53% were removed from the UK. 
You can access the statistics here. See related 
parliamentary questions, detailed below.  
 

UKBA releases quarterly statistics on 
detention  

 
Statistics were also released on immigration 
detention in the first quarter of 2012. Between 
January and March, immigration detention was at 
its highest- 3,034 people were detained at 31st 
March 2012. This is the most people in detention 
since the statistics were first collated in 2001. 
Other statistics of note include:  
 

 6,870 people left detention in the first 
quarter of 2012. 38% (2,595) were 
released in to the community. 62% were 
removed from the UK. 

 Of those leaving detention, 46% were 
asylum detainees 

 There were 3,034 people in detention as 
at 31st March 2012.  

 Of these 3,034, 398 people (13%) had 
been held over 6 months. 160 had been 
detained for over a year: 27 had been 
held for between 2 and 3 years; 12 for 

between 3 and 4 years, and 3 for over 4 
years.  

 
You can access the statistics here. At the time of 
writing, the Home Office website was not 
working properly making the statistics difficult to 
download. If you would like a copy please email 
AVID directly.  

 

News, statistics and reports 
 

Migration Observatory Briefing on 
Immigration Detention (22 May) 

 
The Migration Observatory has published its 
latest briefing on immigration detention. It 
highlights that the UK’s detention estate is 
amongst the largest in Europe with just under 
30,000 detained every year. Over half are held 
for under two months. The report also notes that 
the detained fast track system has contributed 
to the high numbers of asylum seekers in 
detention. You can read the briefing here.  

 
Medical Justice Launch ‘The Second Torture’ 

report in Parliament 
 
An investigation by Medical Justice has found 
that torture victims are being routinely held in 
immigration detention centres in breach of the 
Home Office's own rules. 
  
The Medical Justice report, The Second Torture, 
says that Rule 35 of the 2001 Detention Centre 
Rules, which should prevent torture victims being 
locked up in all but exceptional circumstances, is 
routinely being flouted. The Report was launched 
in Parliament by Lord Avebury. There is also an 
Early Day Motion launched on 21st May which 
calls on the government to fully assess the 
effectiveness of current process and procedures. 
 Medical Justice has compiled a template letter to 
use to contact your MP, to encourage them to 
sign the EDM.  

Refugee Council criticises the detention of 
child asylum seekers 

 
The Refugee Council has published a report 
accusing the UKBA of continuing to detain child 
asylum seekers by wrongly classifying them as 
adults. Evidence suggests that the mental and 
physical health of children is severely damaged 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/may/25/detention-centre-death-asylum-seeker?newsfeed=true
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/research-statistics/migration/migration-statistics1/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/research-statistics/migration/migration-statistics1/
http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/briefings/immigration-detention-uk
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/mj-reports,-submissions,-etc./reports/1953-qthe-second-tortureq-the-immigration-detention-of-torture-survivors-220512.html
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/95
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/parliamentary-lobbying/53/1952-edm-95-detention-of-torture-survivors.html
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by keeping them under lock and key, even for 
short periods of time. Guessing someone's age is 
controversial, but the Refugee Council believes 
officials are not erring on the side of caution. The 
report, Not a Minor Offence, is available on the 
Refugee Council website. The Refugee Council 
has also created a short animation of ‘Faisal’s 
story, which you can view here. You can read the 
full story by the Guardian here.  

 
Theresa May under fire for illegally 

deported asylum seeker 
 
Theresa May is facing pressure for not complying 
with a high court order to bring an asylum seeker 
back to the UK. The Border Agency forcibly 
removed a Turkish national from the UK in 
March, despite a court order being issued before 
he boarded the plane preventing officials from 
deporting him. According to the Guardian, Mr. 
Justice Singh stated that he was "very concerned" 
the government had failed to comply with his 
order. Following his return to Turkey, the man 
claims he was arrested, detained for three days 
and mistreated by the Turkish authorities. After 
his release, he fled to Azerbaijan where he is in 
hiding and is said to be in fear for his life. You can 
read more by the Guardian here.  
 

Asylum seekers should not have to travel to 
Croydon 

 
The Refugee Women’s Strategy Group (RWSG), 
an umbrella group of representatives from 
refugee women’s community groups in Scotland, 
have criticised the Asylum Screening process, 
which requires people to travel to Croydon, 
regardless of where they are in the UK. Many 
have little food or money and end up sleeping on 
the streets in Croydon. The RWSG have started 
an e-petition calling for screening to be routinely 
available across the UK, which is also backed by 
the Refugee Council. You can read more of the 
story here.   
 

Appeal for essential safeguards on 
detention in EU legislation signed by 166 

organisations  
 
On 7 May, 2012, ECRE and Amnesty International 
(Europe) submitted an appeal to the EU 
institutions urging that the presumption against 
detention in EU asylum legislation be maintained. 

They also called for upholding (as a minimum) a 
list of essential safeguards on the detention of 
asylum seekers in EU asylum legislation. The 
appeal, ‘Not crossing red lines – A negotiator’s 
checklist on minimum detention safeguards’ was 
signed by 166 organisations including many UK 
detention related NGOs. You can read more on 
the International Detention Coalition website.  
 

New Scientist has concluded that attempts 
to determine asylum seekers age by teeth x-

rays are ‘doomed to fail.’ 
 
As a follow up to the report in our last newsletter 
that UKBA were forced to halt dental x rays in age 
assessment cases, the New Scientist has also 
highlighted concerns about the efficacy of this 
process. Professionals are challenging the use of 
teeth x-rays and wrist scans as flawed. In the 
British Medical Bulletin, Tim Cole of UCL argues 
that teenagers can have adult bone structure as 
early as 15 or later than 20. You can read more by 
the New Scientist here.   
 
 

Spotlight on: Sri Lanka  

 

Tamil civilian deported from the UK found 
killed in Sri Lanka 

 
There are reports from Trincomalee that a Tamil 
civilian who was refused asylum in the UK was 
deported to Sri Lanka and found killed on 18th 
May. Tamil activists have blamed the systemic 
issues such as lack of information on asylum 
application procedures and sources of funding, a 
lack of affordable advice in the refugee's own 
language, combined with out-of-date, biased or 
inaccurate 'official' country information relied on 
by immigration officials and judges. This supports 
the findings of Still Human Still Here, who have 
also been looking at the main omissions and 
inconsistencies between the country of origin 
information and court decisions on Sri Lanka and 
the conclusions reached in UKBA's OGN.  
 

Human Rights Watch calls for an end to 
deportations to Sri Lanka 

 
Human Rights Watch announced on 29th May 
that the UK should immediately suspend 
deportations of ethnic Tamil asylum seekers to 

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/Not%20a%20minor%20offence.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNLUmbyc0gg&list=UUiSCYteKOdxfs7gRThTcH8g&index=0&feature=plcp
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/may/20/child-asylum-seekers-still-being-locked-up?newsfeed=true
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/apr/30/theresa-may-deported-asylum-seeker?newsfeed=true
http://www.thisiscroydontoday.co.uk/refugees-spared-journey-town/story-15988577-detail/story.html
http://idcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/ECRE-Amnesty-International-Not-crossing-red-lines-A-negotiators-checklist-on-minimum-detention-safeguards.pdf
http://idcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/ECRE-Amnesty-International-Not-crossing-red-lines-A-negotiators-checklist-on-minimum-detention-safeguards.pdf
http://idcoalition.org/ecre-amnesty-international-europe-idc-among-166-organisations-to-sign-appeal-aimed-at-eu-negotiators/
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21428644.300-with-no-paper-trail-can-science-determine-age.html
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Sri Lanka and review its policies in assessing 
claims. Investigations by the international Human 
Rights group found that some failed Tamil asylum 
seekers from the UK and other countries have 
been subjected to arbitrary arrest and torture 
upon their return to Sri Lanka. In addition to eight 
cases in which deportees faced torture on return 
reported in February, Human Rights Watch has 
since documented a further five cases.   

 
“The British government’s asylum procedure is 
failing to identify Tamils at risk of torture upon 
return to Sri Lanka despite growing evidence that 
torture of Tamil activists deported from abroad 
occurs,” said David Mepham, UK director at 
Human Rights Watch. “Until the government can 
fairly and thoroughly assess asylum claims based 
on up-to-date human rights information on Sri 
Lanka, it should suspend returns.”   
 

SHSH commentary on the new Sri Lanka 
OGN 

 
Still Human Still Here has published a 
commentary on UKBA's latest OGN on Sri Lanka. 
This highlights the main omissions and 
inconsistencies between the country of origin 
information and court decisions on Sri Lanka and 
the conclusions reached in UKBA's OGN from 
April 2012. However, the OGN now includes COI 
which documents that returned Tamil asylum 
seekers from the UK have been subjected to 
arbitrary arrest and torture, and that persons 
perceived to support the LTTE are at significant 
risk. You can read the full report 
at: http://stillhumanstillhere.wordpress.com/res
ources/  
 

 

Law and Policy 

 
Legal case updates 

 
Court finds immigration detention of 
mentally unwell claimant to be lawful  

 
In the case of LE (Jamaica), R (on the application 
of) v SSHD [2012] EWCA Civ 597, it was found 
that the claimant’s immigration detention had 
been generally lawful despite his having been 
diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic; he was 
entitled to only nominal damages owing to lack 

of proper monthly reviews of on-going detention. 
The judgment cites an absconding risk.  
 

Permission to JR continued detention of 
mentally unwell claimant 

 
In AS (Lebanon), R (on the application of) v 
SSHD & Anor [2012]  EWHC 1349, permission was  
granted to judicially review the claimant's 
continued detention where the independent 
psychiatric reports obtained by order of the Court 
on behalf of the claimant and the Secretary of 
State were both in agreement that he suffered 
from an emotionally unstable personality 
disorder with quasi-psychotic symptoms and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, his continuing 
detention exacerbated the symptoms and 
increased the chances of a successful suicide. 
Both consultant psychiatrists were in agreement 
that he met the criteria for transfer to a hospital 
pursuant to Section 48 of the Mental Health Act 
1983. 
 

Detention of mentally ill detainee in police 
custody found to be Article 3 breach 

 
In the case of MS v the UK  , the failure to 
transfer a mentally ill detainee from police 
custody in the UK, which prevented him from 
accessing treatment, has been found to 
constitute a breach of Article 3 (cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment). He was held for four days, 
despite being “in a state of great vulnerability 
throughout the entire time at the police station, 
as manifested by the abject condition to which he 
quickly descended inside his cell. He was in dire 
need of appropriate psychiatric treatment, as 
each of the medical professionals who examined 
him indicated. The Court considers that this 
situation, which persisted until he was at last 
transferred to Reaside early on the fourth day, 
diminished excessively his fundamental human 
dignity.” The ECHR found that the conditions 
which the applicant was required to endure were 
an affront to human dignity and reached the 
threshold of degrading treatment for the 
purposes of Article 3. 
 

A Collection of Cases of Unlawful Detention 
 

There have been several judgements on the issue 
of unlawful detention in recent months, which 
have been recorded by the Free movement blog. 

http://stillhumanstillhere.wordpress.com/resources/
http://stillhumanstillhere.wordpress.com/resources/
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2012/597.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2012/1349.html
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?sessionId=94138483&skin=hudoc-en&action=html&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=98224&highlight=
http://www.freemovement.org.uk/2012/05/09/recent-unlawful-detention-cases/
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One of the most disturbing, regarding the 
detention of a man suffering from paranoid 
schizophrenia, was discussed at the AVID AGM. 
The claimant was detained for several months, 
without a psychiatric evaluation, despite 
concerns for his health. After several months in 
detention, he was eventually diagnosed with 
paranoid schizophrenia. The case of HA was 
found to be a breach of Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, that the detention 
policy on those with mental illnesses had been 
unlawfully changed without a proper equality 
impact assessment as required by law and that 
the policy had not been applied in the claimant’s 
case. 
 
Additionally, Freemovement highlights the case 
of Abdollahi, whose detention it was determined 
had not regarded the proper safety and welfare 
of his children, and the case of Bizimana, who 
was detained for 21 months, despite having a 
wife and children who were lawfully resident in 
the UK. The case of AM (see below) is also 
discussed, and questions what constitutes as 
'independent' evidence. 

Court of Appeal judgment: what 
‘independent evidence’ of torture means in 

immigration detention context  

In the case of AM , the Court of Appeal judgment 
rejected an earlier judgment that the Clinical 
Coordinator at Helen Bamber Foundation (HBF)’s 
reports on AM were ‘taking everything she said at 
face value’. The Court of Appeal found that the 
reports were her own ‘independent belief’ and 
that this does constitute is important in what 
independent evidence of torture. “on that basis, 
the next question which arises is whether, despite 
that independent evidence, there were here very 
exceptional circumstances in favour of 
maintaining AM’s detention. In my judgment, 
there were not”.  This is important in relation to 
the exclusion of torture survivors from 
immigration detention under the UKBA 
Enforcement Instructions and Guidance (EIG) 
Chapter 55.10. 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) - 
Human Rights in Countries of Concern 

 
FCO have listed 28 countries in their annual 
report that have/continue to severely abuse 

Human Rights. If you are supporting someone 
facing deportation to any of the countries below, 
check the information contained as it may be 
helpful. These countries are on p158-388.  
 

Afghanistan, Belarus, Burma, Chad, China, 
Colombia , Cuba, Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) , DR Congo, Eritrea, Fiji, Iran, Iraq,  
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 

Libya, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan and South Sudan, Sudan, South 

Sudan, Syria, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, 
Yemen, Zimbabwe 

 

The Crime and Courts Bill may remove the 
right to appeal 

 
The Crime and Courts Bill was announced in the 
Queens Speech. Several organizations have 
highlighted concerns about the Bill, particularly 
Clause 25, which removes the right to appeal 
from inside the UK from anyone whom the 
Secretary of State personally certifies that the 
person’s presence in the UK is ‘no longer 
conducive to the public good’. As these changes 
coincide with a period of cuts to legal aid, there is 
fear that this will leave several people even more 
vulnerable. The bill is currently being presented 
in the House of Lords.  
 

Torture victims held in UK immigration 
detention centres launch legal action 

 
Torture victims who have been held in British 
immigration detention centres are to launch a 
high court legal challenge for false imprisonment 
against the UK Border Agency. They have been 
launched in conjunction with the release of 'The 
Second Torture,' (see above) an investigation 
compiled by Medical Justice about breaches of 
Rule 35 in immigration detention centres. 
Natasha Tsangarides of Medical Justice said: 
"UKBA and their contractors must be brought to 
account. That they can treat some of the most 
vulnerable individuals in this way and behind 
closed doors is a disgrace. All we ask for is that 
the government implements its own policy." You 
can read the full story by the Guardian here. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2012/979.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2012/878.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2012/878.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2012/414.html
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/caseLaw/amcourtofappeal.pdf
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/caseLaw/amcourtofappeal.pdf
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Cm-8339.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/may/22/torture-victims-immigration-detention-centres
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Parliamentary Monitoring  

 
Children in Immigration Detention 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 24 May 2012, c792W) 

Jonathan Edwards, MP asked what progress has 
been made in ending the immigration detention 
of unaccompanied children. Damian Green 

responded “Children who are 
unaccompanied are detained only in 
exceptional circumstances. At the border we 
may need to hold individuals while inquiries 
are made to decide whether they can be 
admitted to the country or until the next 
available return flight if they are refused 
entry. Those unaccompanied children who 
fall into this category may also need to be 
held until alternative accommodation is 
arranged, usually through Children's Services. 
Not being able to hold children would prevent 
us from fulfilling our legal duty of care by 
releasing unaccompanied children before 
social workers arrived to support them, 
placing them at greater risk. It could also 
weaken border security by allowing people 
into the country who have no right to be 
here. We are constantly looking at ways in 
which the time spent being held in this way 
can be reduced by improving decisions and 
the response times from other agencies. We 
are also seeking to identify improvements to 
the ways in which young people's ages are 
assessed.’ 

Children in Detention 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 28 May 2012, c112W) 

 
Lord Roberts Of Llandudno asked how many 
children were detained in the UK in 2008,2009, 
2010, and 2011. Lord Henley gave the data from 
2009 (it was not collated in 2008). 2009: 1,119 
children.  2010: 436 children and 2011: 99 
children.  This does not include those in police 
cells, prisons or short term holding rooms at 
ports or airports.  
 

Deportations to Sri Lanka 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 24 May 2012, c791W) 

Gareth Thomas MP asked what plans the 
government had to review deportations to Sri 

Lanka following the death of Easwarathasan 
Kietheeswaran (see above). Damian Green 
replied that there would be no comment on 
individual cases but that the UKBA’s returns 
policy to Sri Lanka ‘is kept constantly under 
review and decisions are taken in the light of 
prevailing circumstances. Returns are only 
enforced when it is safe to do so and when the 
agency and the courts are satisfied that the 
individual has no international protection needs.’ 

 

UKBA Expenditure on deportations 
(Hansard, HC, 15 May 2012, 63W) 

 

Alun Cairns asked Damian Green (Immigration 
Minister) has released the figures on how much 
UKBA spend on deportation flights in the last five 
years. The reply:   
 
2011/2012 £28,442,081 millions 
2010/2011 £29,034,845 millions 
2009/2010 £29,290,204 millions 
2008/2009 £26,789,716 millions 
2007/2008 £20,295,271 millions 
 

Children and Detention 
(Hansard, HC, 30 April 2012, 1086W) 

 
Dr Huppert MP asked why the healthcare and 
managing non-compliance sections of the 
operating standards for Cedars had not been 
published yet and whether Cedars may operate 
without published rules. Damian Green 
responded that "The pre-departure 
accommodation healthcare operating standard 
was published on the UK Border Agency website 
in February. The operating standard on managing 
non-compliance is not yet finalised." 
 

Events 

 

NCADC calls public meeting to end charter 
flights to Afghanistan (25th June) 

 
On Monday 25th June, NCADC will be holding a 
public meeting (7pm, Praxis Centre, Bethnal 
Green, London) to discuss coordinated 
campaigning against deportations to Afghanistan.  
While all evidence points to the security situation 
steadily deteriorating in Afghanistan, UKBA 
persists in deporting young Afghans en masse to 
Kabul where they face massive risks and 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=2012-05-24a.109235.h&s=immigration+detention#g109235.q0
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=2012-05-28a.112.3&s=immigration+detention#g112.5Immigration: Children
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=2012-05-24a.109299.h&s=deportation#g109299.q0
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/text/120515w0001.htm#12051592000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120430/text/120430w0001.htm#12043018000023
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hardship. This is highlighted in our guest article 
and interview, below. Please contact 
lisa@ncadc.org.uk to confirm your attendance, or 
for any queries relating to the meeting.   
 

Funding 

 
The Peoples Postcode Trust 

 
The Peoples Postcode Trust is asking for 
applications for organisations applying for 
funding for projects lasting for 3 months or less. 
Non charities can apply for under £2,000. 
Registered charities can apply for over £2000. 
There are different deadlines for the different 
regions of England. Please check that you qualify 
for funding before applying.  
 
For more information click here or email 
info@postcodetrust.org.uk.  
 

Jobs 

 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group: Detainee 
Advocacy Coordinator (Maternity cover) 

 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group are looking for 
a Detainee Advocacy Coordinator (Maternity 
cover). Main duties will include direct work with 
detainees (both on the phone and through one to 
one visits), volunteer recruitment and 
management, partnership work with related 
organizations, outreach work with local schools 
and other groups, as well as the flexibility to fulfil 
other duties and responsibilities appropriate to 
the role.. The ideal candidate will be experienced 
in working with asylum seekers and other 
migrants, supporting vulnerable people, and will 
be familiar with the issues surrounding asylum in 
general, and immigration detention in particular, 
as well as some experience in recruiting or 
working with volunteers. Good communication 
skills are essential, as are strong IT and 
administrative skills. This is a part-time maternity 
cover role, 30 hours a week. For more 
information and an application form please go to 
www.gdwg.org.uk/jobs.php or call the GDWG 
office on 01293 657070. 
 
 
 
 

Guest Article 
With thanks to M for sharing his story 

 

In Focus: Stories from Detention 
 
Those who visit detainees will know that every 
detainee has a story to tell. But without a voice, 
they often do not know how.  One detainee 
decided that sharing his experiences of detention 
was important. In an interview with In Touch, M, 
told us his story.   
 

“Sometimes we should not trust the 
appearance of things. We have no idea what 
is like inside. Many people don't know what is 

happening inside detention centres? How 
detainees are treated?” 

 
M has been in detention for nearly 7 months. He 
fled Afghanistan trying to escape persecution 4 
years ago. In detention, he is worried for his 
family and feels very low and depressed. During 
this time, he has also become more aware of the 
plight of many Afghan Nationals in detention. 
 

“After spending long time in detention centre, 
I have found out that many Afghan detainees 
are being removed or deported from UK. We 
have facilities to find out about any issues in 
the world. Every day you hear of an incident 
in Afghanistan, not only in one area but all 
over Afghanistan and even in Kabul, where 

UKBA think Afghan detainees can be 
relocated, even if they have fear of 

persecution. Everybody knows what is 
happening in Afghanistan and research 

shows the situation in Afghanistan will get 
even worse after the withdrawal of foreign 

troops. There are many people concerned for 
those currently working in the Afghan 
government and those who have fled 

Afghanistan to save their lives in foreign 
countries. All this problems of myself and 

other Afghan detainees inspired me to share 
this with the people outside.” 

 
Violence is escalating in Afghanistan as NATO 
forces prepare to exit. As M points out, the 
situation is getting worse. Amnesty International 
estimates that 400 Afghans are internally 
displaced every day. As a result of this, UKBA has 
been forced to suspend all deportations to 
Afghanistan until 22nd May.  U.N. figures also 

http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/apply-now.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugee+Council&utm_campaign=1331673_Copy+of+RCO+Connect+++4+May++2012&dm_i=I6P,SJIX,31JJXJ,2C48R,1
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../../Dropbox/In%20Touch%20Newsletter/www.gdwg.org.uk/jobs.php
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=19959
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=19959
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shows that applications from Afghan Nationals 
seeking asylum have reached their highest 
numbers.  
 
M is still in detention. The situation led him and 
others to take action. 30 Afghan detainees have 
signed a joint letter asking for justice from the 
Government, which focuses on the distress and 
frustration felt by people from Afghanistan who 
come here for protection from a war and 
instability in their country. You can read the 
petition and letter on the Detention Forum 
website.  In Touch asked him what more could be 
done for others like him.  
 

“It is very difficult for somebody to help a 
detainee in detention centre, they can only 
raise the issue with higher authorities and 

make UKBA consider their asylum cases 
properly. Afghans who are fearful of return 
back should be allowed to go to a court to 

present their evidence and prove themselves. 
There should be someone who has to 

investigate inside detentions regarding 
medication, health care, legal advice and 

other related stuff to detainees.” 
 
M doesn’t seem hopeful, but AVID and others 
remain in dialogue with him to continue to 
support him. He has already bravely created a 
voice for Afghan nationals like himself in 
detention, and spoken out about the 
Governments’ policy of deportation. In Touch 
hopes he, like many other detainees, is not 
ignored. 
 
For more information on the situation in 
Afghanistan, you can read Amnesty 
International’s briefing on 2012 NATO summit.     

 

AVID, May 2012   
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