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News from AVID 

 

Call for input from members: AVID wants to 
hear from you 

 
AVID is currently in the process of consulting on 
our new strategic directions. The strategic 
directions are the broad objectives and 
framework within which AVID’s activities will take 
place in the next three years. Over the next few 
weeks, we will be consulting with visitor groups 
to get your feedback by email. Please do take the 
time to let us know your thoughts- it will help us 
to best provide the support that visitors groups 
need. 

  
We also want your feedback on In Touch. We’d 
like to know what you think about our newsletter 
and how we can improve it for you. Take our 
quick survey before the end of August. 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QS9V2Z9 
 

Letter to Damian Green highlights concern 
for mentally ill held in detention 

 
We'd like to thank everyone who signed the joint 
letter to Damian Green, initiated by AVID and BID 
following AVID's successful AGM on mental 

health and detention. The letter highlighted our 
concerns at the treatment of those who are 
mentally ill in immigration detention and the 
serious breaches of Article 3 of the ECHR. It 
received over 50 signatures and was sent to 
Damian Green MP. We have had a response 
which does not mention the circumstances which 
led to the Article 3 breaches but outlines 
operational changes. The letter and response are 
available on our website.  
 
AVID and BID will continue to push for the 
improved treatment of those with mental health 
issues in detention, through our joint policy work 
the Mental Health in Detention Project (MHIDP). 
 

Detention forum Update 
 

The Detention Forum ‘working group’ exercise is 
continuing to gather momentum. Four working 
groups, looking at Communications, Judicial 
Oversight, Indefinite Detention and Vulnerable 
Groups have been meeting regularly over the 
summer to develop their advocacy work. Ali from 
AVID is convening the group on vulnerability, 
jointly with Nic Eadie from Gatwick Detainees 
Welfare Group. To date this has focused on the 
UKBA’s failure to implement existing policy and 
the issues this creates for the most vulnerable 
including those with mental health issues and 
trafficking survivors, amongst others. All working 
groups will present their suggested advocacy 
goals and action plans at the next Detention 
Forum quarterly meeting in October.  
 
You can keep track of the working groups’ 
progress at the Detention Forum notice board. 
For more information contact Ali McGinley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QS9V2Z9
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/damian%20green%20letter%20avid%20bid%20final.pdf
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/ukba%20response%20dg%20letter%20aug%202012.pdf
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News from Members  

 
Yarl’s Wood Befrienders speak out against 

the detention of trafficked women 
 
‘Bedford Today’ spoke to Heather Jones from 
Yarl's Wood Befrienders about the abuse and 
forced labour many of those detained in Yarl's 
Wood have experienced. She told the paper that 
it was not uncommon to find potential victims of 
trafficking in detention. “For victims who have 
been trafficked into the sex trade they may well 
have been locked up there, so to do it again is 
totally inappropriate.” YWB also submitted 
evidence to the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Human Rights of Migrants earlier this year, with 
emphasis on the detention of women. You can 
read the full article by Bedford Today here.  
 

Detention Action AGM 
24th September 

7pm 
Amnesty International Human Rights Centre, 

London 
 
Detention Action's AGM will feature speakers 
from Bail for Immigration Detainees, Bhatt 
Murphy solicitors, Medical Justice, National 
Coalition of Anti Deportation Campaigns, United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees and 
people who have experienced detention, in order 
to discuss their ideas for the future of 
campaigning to challenge the use of detention. 
The event will also look at Detention Action's 
work supporting people in detention centres, 
including new work with women detained in 
Colnbrook detention centre, ongoing work to 
help people obtain accommodation on release 
and work with solicitors to challenge charter 
flights. To book a place, RSVP to 
admin@detentionaction.org.uk 
 

Dover Detainee Visitors Group AGM 
Thursday 27 September 2012 

11am-1:30pm 
St Mary’s Parish Centre 
Cannon Street, Dover 

CT16 1BY 
 
Dover Detainee Visitor Group will be holding 
their AGM in September concluding with a 
speech from Cornelius Lansana, an ex-detainee. 
Sandwiches/Refreshments and drinks will be 

provided after the meeting. If you’d like to book a 
place, email info@ddvg.org.uk. 
 

Detention Update 
 

HMIP report on Unannounced Inspection of 
Dover IRC highlights problems with Rule 35 

 
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons has released a 
report on an unannounced follow-up inspection 
of Dover IRC conducted in April 2012.  Amongst 
the findings, key concerns were:  
 

 Only 20 of the 45 recommendations 
made on safety  were implemented 

 It commented on the "significant 
numbers of moves at night and these 
were disruptive for detainees."  

 The use of 'Helping Hands,' (where other 
detainees are used to interpret for their 
peers), which was deemed inappropriate 
at times.  

 The governance of strip-searching, noting 
a high number of strip searches being 
authorised.  

 The quality of advice provided by 
immigration staff was also deemed 
"inadequate."  

 Detainees were being locked up “too 
early and for too long”.   

 
Crucially, the report notes that "Rule 35 reports 
were poor. They were often handwritten and 
difficult to read and did not contain photographs 
or body maps. The replies given to Rule 35 reports 
were generally prompt but dismissive." This 
supports the findings of Medical Justice’s report, 
‘The Second Torture,’ which uncovered systemic 
failures by the UKBA and its contractors and 
challenged the UKBA’s ability to follow its own 
guidelines. 
 
Nick Hardwick has called on UKBA to urgently 
improve its response to Rule 35 claims. Keith Best 
of Freedom from Torture also added that 
Parliament must hold the UKBA to account to 
ensure Rule 35 becomes a meaningful safeguard 
for torture survivors wrongly detained. You can 
read the full ITV News story here, and access the 
inspectors report here: http://bit.ly/MZHftz. The 
report received significant media coverage 
including this clip which features the work of 
Dover Detainee Visitors Group.  

http://www.ywbefrienders.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/UN-Thematic-Report-on-Immigration-Detention-Submission-to-the-Special-Rapporteur-by-Yarls-Wood-Befrienders.pdf
http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/trafficked-people-can-end-up-at-yarl-s-wood-1-4117585
http://detentionaction.org.uk/working-with-women-in-detention
http://detentionaction.org.uk/working-with-women-in-detention
mailto:admin@detentionaction.org.uk
mailto:info@ddvg.org.uk
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/mj-reports,-submissions,-etc./reports/1953-qthe-second-tortureq-the-immigration-detention-of-torture-survivors-220512.html
http://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2012-08-15/officials-dismissive-of-torture-claims/
http://bit.ly/MZHftz
http://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2012-08-15/immigration-centre-criticised/
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Medical Justice place the spotlight on 
pregnant women 

 
Medical Justice held a public meeting on 17th 
July on pregnant women in detention. A range of 
detention NGOs attended, including AVID. It was 
an insightful meeting, full of ideas. 
 
Speakers such as Medical Justice's Theresa 
Schleicher highlighted the poor quality of care 
being delivered to women in detention centres, 
often having disastrous consequences and 
putting pregnant women at risk.   
 
The meeting acted as a platform to announce the 
launch of a research project Medical Justice are 
initiating to assess the extent to which the UK 
Border Agency are meeting their duties to 
pregnant women in detention. Medical Justice 
hopes this will provide an evidence-based 
platform to launch and support future campaigns 
on this issue.  
 
There was also a call for all organisations that 
have an interest in this issue to consider how 
they might be able to take this forward with their 
own work.  
 

Are you currently visiting someone who is 
pregnant? Get in touch with 

n.tsangarides@medicaljustice.org.uk to find 
out what you can do to support Medical 

Justice’s work on pregnant women in 
detention. 

 

Reliance staff accused of assaulting 
detainees on escort flights 

 
The Guardian has highlighted a freedom of 
information request which shows that 81 
complaints were made against deportation 
escorts between January 2009 and June 2011. 
Reliance, a private contractor hired by UKBA, is 
accused of punching one man so hard he lost 
consciousness during a struggle before he was to 
be deported to Cameroon. He was taken to 
Hillingdon Hospital, where he was examined for 
possible broken wrists and a fractured jaw. 
Others have also spoken out about their 
treatment during removals including one man 
who was returned from Milan to the UK when 
Italian police heard his claims that UK guards had 

assaulted him. The doctor who later examined 
him said there was, "no reason to doubt his 
story". Doctors such as Frank Arnold have also 
expressed concern for the injuries he has seen in 
detainees escorted by Reliance staff, 'their 
injuries include pain and difficulty swallowing due 
to neck compression, nerve damage at the wrist 
from excessive tightening of or traction on 
handcuffs and facial bruising. It is particularly 
worrying when people's breathing is interfered 
with – postural asphyxia and airways obstruction 
can be lethal."  You can read the full Guardian 
story here and can find out about how to take 
action by attending the Medical Justice event 
(see events, below). 
 

Protests at Morton Hall IRC 
 
Further protests have taken place at Morton Hall 
IRC (Lincolnshire) in the last month. Three 
detainees were able to scale buildings and 
protest from the roof of the centre, to raise 
awareness of the length of time they were 
spending in detention. A Nigerian detainee was 
able to climb a nine meter high building and 
threatened to jump off the roof. One detainee, 
who spoke to the BBC, said some people had 
been held for over two years. Morton Hall is the 
UKBA’s newest detention centre, opening only 
last summer. It also saw a mass protest of 
Afghani asylum seekers on hunger strike in 
September last year. You can read the full BBC 
story here. 

 
Universal Periodic Review: Four Countries 

voice concerns about indefinite detention of 
migrants in the UK 

 
Representatives from Mexico, Chile, Honduras 
and Ecuador called on the UK government to take 
action against the indefinite detention of 
migrants during the second cycle of the UK 
Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic 
Review. Mexico's representative suggested that  
the UK should "In line with the British 
Government commitment to the universality of 
human rights, prohibit the indefinite detention of 
migrants, seek alternatives to their detention and 
ensure that such detention is for the shortest 
possible duration."  
 
The Universal Periodic Review is a UN process 
where states “peer review” another states 

mailto:n.tsangarides@medicaljustice.org.uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jul/22/reliance-scrutiny-injuries?newsfeed=true
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/the-northerner/2012/aug/15/immigration-refugees-asylum-morton-hall-protest?newsfeed=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lincolnshire-18973240
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human rights record. NGOs can feed in to this 
process, and AVID submitted a report voicing our 
concerns which is available here. Other visitors 
groups and detention NGOs also made 
submissions; you can read them all on our 
website. The government is expected to respond 
to the report in September.  
 

Detainee shares her experience of detention 
in Yarl’s Wood   

 
A former detainee has spoken out about her 
experience of detention in Yarl's Wood with the 
New Statesman. She talks about the problems 
many visitors will see from visiting detainees 
including costly administrative failures by UKBA, 
such as misspelling her name; (resulting in her 
asylum claim being started from scratch), 
apparent punishment for refusing to board a 
flight to Zimbabwe, and fear she would be 
forgotten. You can read the full New Statesman 
article here. 

 

News, statistics and reports 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth soldiers serving 
the British Army to be deported 

 
Military personnel from countries such as Fiji and 
Jamaica are being refused citizenship due to 
minor offences during their services. The 
decisions reflect changes made to immigration 
rules in April 2011, which now reviews anyone 
who commits non-criminal military offences, not 
applied to civilians. Additionally, many 
Commonwealth soldiers are unaware of the rule 
that you must apply for citizenship within 28 days 
of leaving the Army. Lance-Corporal Bale 
Baleiwai, from Fiji, who has served for 13 years, 
faces imminent removal because of an 
altercation with another soldier. During his 
military summary hearing, he had no legal 
representation and no witnesses were called. 
Kaedon White, from Jamaica, taught Prince Harry 
to drive an armoured reconnaissance vehicle, 
missed the 28 days deadline. He was forced to 
rely on support from Veterans' Aid until winning 
temporary leave to remain this year. There are 
more than 7,000 foreign and Commonwealth 
soldiers who were actively sought by the Army. 
You can read the full Telegraph story here. 

Fake UKBA websites 

 
The UKBA has advised that there are fake e-mails 
and websites in operation, posing as staff from 
UKBA. They advise not to give out personal 
information or confirm information and not to 
make payments by e-mail.Instead, report the 
matter to Action Fraud at 
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 
0300 123 2040.For more information, refer to the 
UKBA website: http://bit.ly/RaIkQE 

 
#OpMayapple reveals Home Office 

disregard for privacy 
 
Operation Mayapple was launched in May, to 
prevent ‘overstayers.’ However, there seems to 
be little privacy for those being arrested. The 
Home Office has begun posting photos and 
videos of arrests on Twitter, using the 
#OpMayapple hashtag. On 22nd August, the 
Home Office tweeted, ‘They [individuals in the 
video] all now face being forcibly returned to 
Pakistan and Afghanistan #OpMayapple.’  
 

ILPA Information Sheets on Family 
Migration 

 
ILPA (Immigration Law Practitioners’ Association) 
has released some information sheets on the 
changes to Family Migration rules. The sheets 
may be useful to those trying to navigate 
through changes, as well as those who may need 
to seek legal help. Information available include: 
 

- Changes to Family Migration 1  
- Changes to Family Migration 2 
- Deportation Changes 
- General Grounds for refusal 

 
For a full list of information sheets by ILPA, visit 
their website: 
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/pages/info-service.html 
 

Freedom House 2012 Country Report 
 

Freedom House has published country reports 
for 2012, which contain lots of up to date 
information that can be used by visitors to those 
in detention, including a freedom rating, 
particularly useful when seeking asylum. You can 
access the reports online: 
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-
world/freedom-world-2012 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/avid%20bid%20submission.pdf
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=10&Itemid=10
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=10&Itemid=10
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/07/ukba-cant-do-most-basic-aspects-its-job
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2177472/Foreign-soldiers-served-Britain-face-deportation-denied-passports-minor-disciplinary-issues.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2177472/Foreign-soldiers-served-Britain-face-deportation-denied-passports-minor-disciplinary-issues.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/9417867/Commonwealth-soldiers-face-deportation.html
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://bit.ly/RaIkQE
https://twitter.com/ukhomeoffice/status/238233480251727872
https://twitter.com/ukhomeoffice/status/238275693283254272
https://twitter.com/#!/search/?q=%23OpMayapple&src=hash
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/data/resources/15106/12.07-Family-Migration-Changes-to-Immigration-Rules-1.pdf
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/data/resources/15107/12.07-Family-Migration-Changes-to-Immigration-Rules-2.pdf
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/data/resources/15114/12.07-Deportation.pdf
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/data/resources/15112/12.07-General-Grounds-for-Refusal-Updated.pdf
http://www.ilpa.org.uk/pages/info-service.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2012
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2012
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Law and Policy 

 

Lords debate UKBA’s role and performance 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 19 July 2012, c380) 

 
A debate on the role and performance of the 
UKBA took place in the House of Lords on 19th 
July. Among many important issues raised, 
speakers such as Lord Avebury, Lord 
Ramsbotham, Baroness Williams and Lord 
Dholakia (all supporters of visitors groups and 
detention NGOs) ensured that detention and 
deportation were highlighted.  
 
Lord Avebury referred to the unreliability of 
UKBA decisions on immigration and asylum 
applications, and to the recent research 
commissioned by Detention Action revealing that 
the UKBA is wasting £377 million over a five-
year period on the detention of migrants who are 
ultimately released. The report by Medical Justice 
on the detention of torture survivors was also 
mentioned. The debate was both specific- 
referring to particular aspects of detention such 
as Rule 35- and broad, raising for example the 
‘culture of disbelief’ amongst UKBA staff and the 
particular problems around the treatment of 
women seeking asylum.  
 
Lord Ramsbotham also raised questions about 
the use of force on removal and the death of 
Jimmy Mubenga. Baroness Williams highlighted 
the great work of visitors groups in her speech, 
specifically Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group of 
which she is a patron.  
 
You can read the debate in full here, and its 
inspiring example of how the work of visitors 
groups and detention NGOs can and does reach 
the eyes and ears of Parliament.  
 

R (on the application of Alvi) v SSHD 
In this ruling, the government has been forced to 
accept that significant changes to immigration 
rules, such as the new immigration rules on 
family members, must be properly debated in 
parliament, rather than issued as guidance.  
 

RT (Zimbabwe) v Secretary of SSHD 
The Supreme Court has ruled that asylum seekers 
should not be expected to hide their political 

beliefs. The ruling states that the right not to hold 
political opinions should be protected by the 
1951 Refugee Convention. In Zimbabwe, those 
who do not demonstrate positive support for 
Zanu-PF are at risk of persecution from 
"undisciplined militias". Lord Dyson noted: "It can 
therefore be seen that under both international 
and European human rights law, the right to 
freedom of thought, opinion and expression 
protects non-believers as well as believers and 
extends to the freedom not to hold and not to 
express opinions." Donna Covey, the Chief 
Executive of the Refugee Council, said: “People 
should not have to lie about having or not having 
political beliefs as a way of avoiding persecution.”  
 
 

Events 

 
An evening of drama, poetry and music: 

Prisoners of Words Unsaid 
 

Prisoners of Words Unsaid has been put together 
by asylum seekers and refugees to raise funds for 
their travel expenses – approx. £100 per week - 
in order to be able to continue the theatre group. 
The evening is supported by UKLGIG 

 
Friday 31st August at 6.30pm 
32-36 Loman Street, SE1 0EH 

 
A number of directors are currently volunteering 
their time to work with UKLGIG clients. Wine and 
food tokens available – please bring cash. As 
spaces are limited, please RSVP to 
admin@uklgig.org.uk 
 

Immigration Detention Deaths - End The 
Impunity ! 

Wednesday 5th September 
5.30pm 

Community Hall, Athlone Street, London, NW5 
4LL (Kentish Town) 

 
Medical Justice is holding their annual review and 
a discussion on how to prevent further injury and 
death in detention, following the news that the 
G4S guards escorting Jimmy Mubenga, who died 
in their custody, will not face charges highlights 
the need for renewed discussion on the issue.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120719-0002.htm#12071967000687
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/mj-reports,-submissions,-etc./reports/1953-qthe-second-tortureq-the-immigration-detention-of-torture-survivors-220512.html
http://www.gdwg.org.uk/index.php
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120719-0002.htm#12071967000687
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2012/33.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2012/38.html
http://www.uklgig.org.uk/
mailto:admin@uklgig.org.uk
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Speakers include Emma Mlotshwa (Co-ordinator, 
Medical Justice), an ex-detainee on their 
experience of being locked in when fellow 
detainees died, Ben Robinson, (Trustee, Medical 
Justice) on the effect of lethal conditions in 
detention and Mark Scott (Bhatt Murphy) on 
acting for Jummy Mubenga's family. The 
discussion will be followed by a BBQ. To book a 
place, please email 
e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk 
 

DAS Annual Conference 
17th September 2012, 

10am-4pm, 
Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, 

County Hall, 
London 

 
The Conference, entitled, 'Foreign national 
prisoners: Meeting the challenges ahead,' will 
focus on the challenges facing foreign national 
prisoners, post-sentence detainees, and those 
working with them, and will explore how these 
challenges can be addressed. The conference will 
include speakers from the UKBA, HMIP, NOMS 
and the Prison Reform Trust. Workshops will be 
run by DAS, BiD, Detention Action and ILPA.  
 
If you would like to book a place at the 
conference, please email Gemma Lousley at 
gl@detentionadvice.org.ukor call 0207 254 6888. 
Attendance is free. 
 

NCADC Conference and AGM 
Saturday 8th September 

10:30am till 6pm 
Praxis, Pott Street, East London 

 
THE NCADC Conference and AGM will include 
workshops on family migration, Article 8 and 
deportation flights,  devised from the 
experiences of young Afghan asylum seekers in 
London, and ex-detainees' experiences. Lunch 
will be provided as well as childcare facilities if 
you require it. To book a place, refer to the 
website: http://bit.ly/RojCGO 
 
 
 
 

Jobs 

 

Refugee Women of Bristol: Drop in Centre 
Co-ordinator 

 
14 hrs a week term time only - 42 weeks per year 
 
Refugee Women of Bristol are looking for a 
dynamic woman to co-ordinate all aspects of 
their weekly drop-in centre at the Malcolm X 
Centre in St Pauls. The centre welcomes 
approximately 70 women and their pre-school 
children each week. You will support staff and 
volunteers to deliver all aspects of our services 
which include English classes, Creche, Advocacy 
Services, lunch club, workshops and social 
activities. Experience of working with 
refugee/migrant women and volunteers is 
essential and a community language is desirable. 
Because of the nature of the post it is only open 
to female applicants and is exempt under 
Schedule 9 Part 1 Equalities Act 2010. This post is 
subject to an enhanced CRB disclosure. 
 
Closing date: 31st August 2012 
 
For a full job description, , Person Specification, 
Application form and guidance on filling out the 
application form please contact Claire Stern at 
claire@refugeewomenofbristol.org.uk or 0117 
941 5867 
 

Features 

 

The Cheering Rain: poetry inspired from 
working with detainees 
 
Kate Adams is a volunteer caseworker at Kent 
Refugee Help, who works with immigration 
detainees held at Dover IRC. After one of the 
people she was supporting became mute through 
extreme stress, she started to write poems to 
help herself deal with the situation. She 
published The Cheering Rain, inspired by her 
experiences with immigration detainees. 
 
You can read the story of how she became 
involved in immigration detention here. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Moment of Crossing: Kate Adams 
You had one bag which contained your world. 

mailto:e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk
mailto:gl@detentionadvice.org.uk
http://bit.ly/RojCGO
mailto:claire@refugeewomenofbristol.org.uk
http://www.kentrefugeehelp.org.uk/
http://www.kentrefugeehelp.org.uk/
http://detentionforum.wordpress.com/2012/07/31/the-cheering-rain-writing-about-working-with-people-in-detention/
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We went through the gates. You told me 
how you had torn up your documents, 

thrown them to the wind. 
They blew about the trousers of the guards. 

 
In the taxi we saw the dark extending 

and all the lights of Dover. 
You could not believe your freedom, 

three long years without touching a girl, 
without beer. In the train we passed 
through tunnels, stopped at a station 
where hundreds of students waited, 

young as you had been before, 
then the sea at the edge of my town 

black full of mud and questions. 

 

AVID, August 2012   

 


