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News from AVID 

 
AVID Annual General Meeting 22 May 2013: 

4000 and Rising: The expansion of 
immigration detention in the UK 

 
AVID invites you to attend our Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on 22 May 2013. Speakers will 
include Dr Mary Bosworth, reader in criminology 
at the University of Oxford, Francesca Cooney 
from Prison Reform Trust, and Director of AVID 
Ali McGinley. The meeting will be chaired by Jane 
Ryan. 
 
Come along and join us for a themed discussion 
about the increasing use of prisons for 
immigration detention purposes in the UK, what 
this means for detainees, and what visitor groups 
and other support agencies can do. 
 
The meeting will take place between 6.15pm and 
8.30pm at Matrix Chambers in London. Places are 
limited, to register for a place please contact 
enquiries@aviddetention.org.uk. 

 
 
 

 
AVID response to British Medical Journal 

article about health in detention 
 

Ali from AVID has written a response to an article 
by Hilary Pickles and Naomi Hartree about 
healthcare provision in detention which 
appeared in the British Medical Journal last 
month. In the article, the authors talk about one 
of the more welcome elements of the changes 
that came into force on 1 April 2013, namely that 
the NHS, rather than contracted private 
companies, will become responsible for the 
healthcare provision of people detained in IRCs in 
England. AVID’s response to the article, which 
you can read here, highlights the current 
problems regarding transfers under the mental 
health act for detainees.  
 

World Book Night- Yarl’s Wood IRC  
 

Ali signed up to be a volunteer for World Book 
Night this year, which took place on 23rd April. 
The event, which is a celebration of reading and 
books, is held all over the UK and USA. Tens of 
thousands of volunteers give specially chosen 
books as gifts in their communities to share their 
love of reading. Ali distributed her 20 copies of 
Alexander McCall Smith’s The Number One Ladies 
Detective Agency to women in Yarl’s Wood on 
the afternoon of the 23rd. Books and stories are a 
simple way to reach out to people, and as one 
woman said when she received her book “we 
need some distractions in here- especially funny 
stories”.  
 
 

Do you have any items for next month’s 
newsletter? If so contact Rutger Birnie 

rutgerbirnieavid@gmail.com by 

May 15th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@aviddetention.org.uk
http://www.bmj.com/content/346/bmj.f1884/rr/638594
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News from Members  

 
SOAS Detainee Support Group is recruiting 

for a Coordinator 
 
SOAS Detainee Support Group (SDS) is recruiting 
for the position of Paid Coordinator starting in 
September 2013. The student-led visitor group, 
which is also involved in campaigning, is looking 
for someone to get involved with visiting 
coordination, visitors’ wellbeing, and fundraising.  
 
For more information and to read to full job 
description, you can go to the SDS website. To 
apply, please send a completed application form 
and equal opportunities monitoring form to 
Ernestine Cath at ernestine.cath@gmail.com by 
midnight 10th of May 2013. 
 

Detention Update 

 

Tragic death of Colnbrook detainee 
 
AVID was saddened to hear of the death of a 52 
year old Pakistani national over the Easter 
weekend, two hours after he was released from 
Colnbrook IRC because he was deemed medically 
unfit to remain in detention. Our thoughts are 
with the man’s family, and those who knew him. 
It has been confirmed that he died while 
travelling back to Manchester by train, after 
having been detained for three months. He is the 
19th person to die in the UK detention estate. The 
Guardian reports that the Home Office has 
launched an investigation into the man’s death. It 

also found that the man had suffered cardiac 
problems and had an artificial heart valve fitted 
prior to his arrest, and that he had collapsed 
twice at the centre and needed to be taken to 
hospital during his detention. AVID believes the 
case raises further concerns about the quality of 
healthcare for detainees in Colnbrook, which is 
operated by Serco.  
 

IMB annual report for Harmondsworth IRC 
published 

 
Last month, the Independent Monitoring Board 
(IMB) for Harmondsworth IRC published its 
report on the performance of the detention 
centre in 2012. In the report, the Board highlights 
that: 

 Of the 125 detainees that were deemed 
to be unfit for detention by GPs working 
for the UKBA, only 12 were released. 

 There are continuing problems with the 
provision of healthcare in the IRC, 
including a lack of appropriate 
accommodation for detainees with 
mental health problems. 

 38 people were found by the Board to 
have been detained for over a year, 
including two persons who had been 
detained since 2008 and who were 
ultimately transferred to hospital, and a 
detainee who was held in Segregation 
Units for 22 months. 

You can access the full report here.   
 

FOI request reveals that there is no official 
policy on blocked websites in the detention 

estate 
 
A Freedom of Information (FOI) request that 
requested a list of blocked websites that 
detainees in IRCs do not have access to revealed 
that “there is no policy or other documents 
outlining which websites are to be blocked or 
partially blocked for detainees in the immigration 
detention estate going back to February 2010”. 
However, the response does make clear that 
there is a provision in the contract between the 
UKBA and the IRC service provider to put in place 
sufficient safeguards to ensure sites that fall 
within ‘prohibited categories’ are screened out 
by blocking software, including betting, 
pornographic and social media websites. The 
response also confirms that detainees do have 
access to a specific list of websites with resources 
for detainees, including the AVID website. You 
can read the FOI request and the full response 
here.  
 
AVID is continuing to log concerns about blocked 
sites and problems with internet access across 
IRCs, and is pushing for access in centres to be 
equivalent to those in community settings such 
as libraries. If you have information to share or 
would like to know more contact the office.  
 

Bail for Immigration Detainees publishes 
report on detention and dividing families 

 
Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID) has 
published a report on the separation of children 

http://soasdetaineesupport.wordpress.com/
http://soasdetaineesupport.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/sdsapplication_form_2013.doc
http://soasdetaineesupport.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/equal-opportunities-monitoring-form.doc
mailto:ernestine.cath@gmail.com
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/apr/14/asylum-seeker-death-investigated
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/corporate-reports/imb/annual-reports-2012/harmondsworth-2012.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/151462/response/373822/attach/3/Reply%20to%20FOI%2026622.pdf
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and their parents as a result of immigration 
detention, which highlights the damage this 
causes to vulnerable youngsters. The report, 
titled ‘Fractured Childhoods: the separation of 
families by immigration detention’ draws on BID 
research with clients between 2009 and 2012, 
and examines the cases of 111 parents who were 
separated from 200 children while in detention. 
Eighty-five of the children were in fostering 
arrangements or local authority care during their 
parents’ detention. BID says that the UKBA 
"repeatedly failed to safeguard children when 
detaining their parents, with appalling 
consequences for the children concerned". You 
can read the full report or its executive summary 
here. 
 

Home Office statistics on children in 
detention for March 2013 

 
Statistics were released for child detention for 
March 2013. A total of 21 children were held this 
month, 4 at Tinsley House, 1 at Campsfield House 
and 16 at Cedars. You can find the statistics on 
the Home Office website here. 
 

Statistics on self-harm in detention 
 

The FOI request by ‘No Deportations’ revealed 
that between October and December 2012, there 
were 48 incidents of self-harm requiring medical 
treatment in immigration detention, compared 
with 47 in the previous quarter. 
 
The total number of individuals on formal self-
harm at risk (ACDT) was 469 compared with 381 
in Q3. This includes: 
 

Brook House   119 

Campsfield House  31  

Colnbrook  65  

Dover  28  

Dungavel  30  

Harmondsworth  36  

Haslar  2  

Morton Hall  58  

Tinsley House  37  

Yarl’s Wood  62  

Cedars 9  

Larne 0 

Pennine House  0  

 

In the whole year of 2012, there were 208 
incidents of self-harm requiring medical 
treatment, and 1,804 individuals on formal self-
harm at risk. 
 
Overall, Brook House had the worst record by far 
of all IRCs for incidents of self-harm at risk or 
requiring medical treatment in 2012, and seems 
to be getting worse. The number of people on 
self-harm watch rose from 87 in Q3 to 112 in Q4, 
and the number of incidents requiring medical 
treatment rose from 8 in Q3 to 20 in Q4. 
 
Many thanks to John O from No Deportations for 
this information. Please note that these figures 
are provisional and subject to change. 
 

News, Publications, Reports 

 

Government admits trying to remove tens of 
thousands from the UK unlawfully 

 
A Freedom of Information (FOI) request by the 
Guardian has revealed that almost half of the 
enforced removals that the government 
attempted in 2012 were cancelled, many of them 
because of successful legal challenges. Between 
January and November 2012, 14,435 enforced 
removals took place, while 11,085 were 
cancelled. Of these, 4,569 were halted because 
the courts found them to be unlawful. In the past 
five years, 48,858 removals have been cancelled, 
22,079 of them after successful legal challenges. 
Some cancellations were due to problems with 
escorting the people out of the country. Last 
year, 450 removals were cancelled owing to 
escort problems, a big increase compared to the 
114 removals that were cancelled owing to escort 
problems in 2011. You can read the full Guardian 
article here. 

 
Home Affairs Committee extremely critical 

of former UKBA director Lin Homer 
 
The House of Commons Home Affairs Committee 
has published its latest report on the work of the 
UKBA, for the period July-September 2012. The 
report is extremely critical of the agency’s 
functioning, and includes especially strong 
criticism of former UKBA director Lin Homer’s 
performance in the five years she spent at the 
top of the Agency. The Committee talks about 
Homer’s “catastrophic leadership failure”, and 

http://www.biduk.org/162/bid-research-reports/bid-research-reports.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191928/child-detention-mar2013.ods
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/mar/22/ministers-forcibly-remove-people


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 115 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

said it was “astounded” that she was promoted 
to the £180,000-a-year role of chief executive of 
HM Revenue & Customs after leaving the UKBA. 
You can read the full report here. 
 

Theresa May announces UKBA split 
 
Partly in response to the Home Affairs Committee 
report, Home Secretary Theresa May has 
announced that the UKBA will be stripped of 
agency status and split up into an immigration 
and visa service and a separate law enforcement 
command, both of which will be brought back 
within the Home Office and under the direct 
control of ministers. The change comes 12 
months after the Home Secretary’s decision to 
split the UK Border Force from the UKBA. Ms May 
declared: "UKBA was given agency status in order 
to keep its work at an arm's length from 
ministers. That was wrong [because] it created a 
closed, secretive and defensive culture.” You can 
read the Guardian article here. 

 
Amnesty publishes report on asylum 

decisions overturned on appeal 
 
Amnesty International and the Still Human, Still 
Here Campaign have published a new report that 
reveals the scale of UK asylum decisions that are 
overturned on appeal, and examines why so 
many initial decisions to refuse asylum are being 
overturned by immigration judges. Home Office 
statistics show 25% of initial decisions to refuse 
asylum are being overturned on appeal. The 
report’s authors examined a sample of 50 
randomly selected cases and found that in the 
vast majority (over 80%) a flawed credibility 
assessment resulted in the wrong decision being 
arrived at in the first instance. The full report, 
which is titled ‘A question of credibility: Why so 
many initial asylum decision are overturned on 
appeal’, can be found here. 

 
UK politicians criticised for anti-immigrant 

rhetoric 
 
This month, UK politicians came under strong 
criticism from various sides about the recent 
increase in their use of anti-immigrant rhetoric, in 
what is seen by many as a response to the rise in 
popularity of UKIP. The Bishop of Dudley, the 
Right Reverend David Walker, attacked politicians 
for greatly exaggerating the problems caused by 

immigration, saying that immigration fears “bear 
little relation to the reality” and that immigrants 
are used “as a scapegoat in a political battle”. 
Labour MP and Chairman of the Commons Home 
Affairs Committee Keith Vaz warned all party 
leaders not to engage in an ‘arms race’ of 
rhetoric that will inevitably lead to tougher and 
unfair policies for migrants in the UK. The Council 
of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Nils 
Muiznieks, furthermore, warned that the debate 
over immigration in Britain has taken a worrying 
turn and is fuelling stereotypes and hostility 
towards migrants.  
 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office publishes 
list of countries with severe human rights 

abuses 
 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has 
published its annual report for 2012, which lists 
27 countries that severely abuse human rights. 
The list includes Afghanistan, Belarus, Burma, 
Chad, China, Colombia, Cuba, Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, DR Congo, Eritrea, 
Fiji, Iran, Iraq, Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories, Libya, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan and South Sudan, Sri 
Lanka, Syria, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, 
Yemen, and Zimbabwe. Those supporting 
someone facing deportation to any of these 
countries might find the information in this 
report useful. You can access the full report on 
the FCO website here. 

 

Law and Policy 

 
ECtHR rules UK detention case unlawful 

(Abdi v United Kingdom (application no. 27770/08) 9 
April 2013) 

 

The European Court for Human Rights in 
Strasbourg has ruled that a Somali national’s 
two-and-a-half year detention pending 
deportation was not lawful under domestic law. 
Mr Abdi was convicted and jailed for 8 years in 
1998, but has spent most of the past 15 years in 
custody and is still in immigration detention. The 
Court ruled that Mr Abdi’s detention pending 
deportation was in violation of Article 5 (right to 
liberty and security) because the regular reviews 
required by the Secretary of State's published 
policy on the detention of foreign national 
prisoners were not carried out. The judges ruled 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmhaff/792/792.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/mar/26/uk-border-agency-broken-up
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_23149.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/mar/23/immigration-fears-stoked-politicians-bishop
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21986035
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/mar/29/eu-watchdog-britain-shameful-rhetoric-migrants
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2012-Human-Rights-and-Democracy.pdf
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/fra/pages/search.aspx?i=001-118335#{"itemid":["001-118335"]}
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/fra/pages/search.aspx?i=001-118335#{"itemid":["001-118335"]}
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that the UK must pay the applicant £1,278 in 
damages plus £5,962 costs and expenses.  
 

Best interest of children in detention cases 
(Abdollahi, R (on the application of) v SSHD [2013] EWCA 

Civ 366 (17 April 2013)) 

 
The applicant in this case had claimed that his 
detention of 26 months had been unlawful 
because the UKBA had failed to consider the 
best interests of his young children as a primary 
consideration. The Court of Appeal upheld the 
finding that, while part of the period of the 
claimant asylum seeker's detention had been 
unlawful because the UKBA had failed to follow 
departmental policy to consult the Office of the 
Children's Champion (OCC), the claimant had 
only been entitled to nominal damages because 
he would have been detained in any event due 
to the very high risk of him absconding. 

 
Bar Council publishes Guide to 
Representing Yourself in Court 

 
The Bar Council, which represents all barristers in 
England and Wales, has produced a guide for 
those who cannot afford legal assistance, but also 
do not qualify for legal aid, on how they can 
represent themselves in court. Since the April 1st 
changes, fewer people now have access to legal 
aid than at any other time since its introduction. 
The guide is written by barristers and looks to 
help 'litigants-in-person' through their legal 
journey, which can be a daunting, complicated 
and expensive experience. You can access the 
guide here. 
 

New statelessness procedure introduced 
after pressure from Asylum Aid 

 
In the wake of a joint report by Asylum Aid and 
UNHCR titled ‘Mapping statelessness in the 
United Kingdom’, new Immigration Rules 
effective from 6 April 2013 introduced a 
dedicated UK statelessness determination 
procedure which offers a lifeline to stateless 
migrants. You can get more information on the 
new procedure on the UKBA website, or by 
reading the Asylum Aid briefing on it here. You 
can read a blog written by Chris Nash of Asylum 
Aid about the news here. 

 
 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Ring-fenced allocation for Detained Fast 
Track 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 26 March 2013, c1015w) 

 
Bridget Phillipson MP (Houghton and 
Sunderland South, Labour) asked the Secretary 
of State from the Home Department what plans 
she has for the ring-fenced allocation for asylum 
cases on the Detained Fast Track (DFT) 
procedure on the immigration detention estate, 
and what estimates she has made of its size by 1 
December 2013. Mark Harper, Minister of State 
for Immigration, responded by referencing the 
DFT policy as published on the UKBA website, 
which states that as many cases as fall within the 
criteria of the procedure will be processed 
through DFT, and that numbers of eligible cases 
and therefore detention requirements are 
difficult to predict given that entry levels rely on 
intake. 
 

Use of force on pregnant women and 
children 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 10 April 2013, c313W) 

 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) asked whether the 
Government will order the UKBA and its 
contractors to stop using force when deporting 
pregnant women and children, following the 
recommendation in the HMIP report on Cedars 
from October 2012. Lord Taylor of Holbeach, 
Whip, House of Lords (Conservative) responded 
that this HMIP recommendation was rejected by 
UKBA, but that the agency has adopted a policy 
not to use force solely to effect removal in such 
cases until a consultation on its use has taken 
place. 

 
Financial cost of removal 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 15 April 2013, c38W) 

 
Keith Vaz MP (Leicester East, Labour) asked what 
the average cost is of each attempt to remove an 
individual who no longer has permission to 
remain from the UK. Mark Harper responded 
that, in the financial year 2011-2012, the average 
cost to the UKBA of each removal (including 
unsuccessful attempts) was £3,281, and that this 
had been calculated by dividing the total cost all 
removal activity by the volume of (attempted) 
removals in that financial year. 

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2013/366.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2013/366.html
http://www.barcouncil.org.uk/media/203109/srl_guide_final_for_online_use.pdf
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/data/files/publications/mapping_statelessness.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/while-in-uk/stateless/
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/data/files/publications/214/STATELESSNESS_BRIEF.pdf
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/migration-pulse/2013/finally-solution-stateless-welcoming-new-immigration-rules?utm_source=Migrants+Rights+News&utm_campaign=b3bced0b9c-MRN_News_15-4-2013&utm_medium=email
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0001.htm#130326w0001.htm_wqn46
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/asylumprocessguidance/detention/guidance/detained_fast_processes
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0002.htm#wa_st_218
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0002.htm#130415w0002.htm_wqn17
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Deportation of trafficking victims 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 22 April, c385W) 

 
Lord Harris of Haringey (Labour) asked how 
many people were referred to the National 
Referral Mechanism (NRM), the framework for 
identifying victims of human trafficking and 
ensuring they receive the appropriate protection 
and support, and how many of them were 
deported to their country of origin, in the last 
three years. Lord Taylor of Holbeach responded 
with the following figures: 

 
He also said that “the majority of those subject to 
enforced removal were found not to be victims of 
trafficking after consideration in the NRM. In the 
three year period there were less than five 
enforced removals where there was a NRM 
conclusive decision that the individual was a 
victim of trafficking.” 
 

Removals to Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 23 April 2013, c416W) 

 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) 
asked how many people have been deported to 
Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan in each of the last ten 
years as a result of requests for asylum being 
refused. Lord Taylor of Holbeach responded with 
the figures for enforced removal and voluntary 
departure of asylum applicants to these countries 
for each year between 2004 and 2012. Figures for 
2012 are: 

 
You can view the table with the full figures since 
2004 on the Parliament website. 
 
 
 
 

Children in detention 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 25 April 2013, c452W) 

 

Lord Hylton asked what action the Government 
is taking to prevent harm to children held 
indefinitely in IRCs and separated from their 
parents. Lord Taylor of Holbeach denied that 
the Government is holding children indefinitely 
in IRCs and separated from their parents, and 
repeated it had made a commitment to end 
child detention for immigration purposes and 
radically changed the system to ensure that “the 
welfare of the child is at the heart of the decision 
and returns process”.  
 

Training 

 

Remedy: Working with torture and 
trafficking survivors 

 
Remedy is running a number of training courses 
for professionals who are, or suspect they might 
be, working with survivors of torture and 
trafficking, including (mental) health and social 
workers, prison, detention centre and 
immigration housing staff, police officers and 
border control staff. Delegates will gain a better 
understanding of the nature of torture and 
trafficking and become more confident in using 
tools to recognise possible signs of abuse and 
exploitation. The course will provide best 
practice from organisations like Freedom from 
Torture, the Poppy Project and Redress.  
 
The next training will take place in London on 
Thursday 23 May 2013 from 10am to 5pm. For 
more information or to book a place, contact 
training@remedypartnership.org.uk or read the 
Training Brochure on the Remedy website. 
 

CCLC: The rights and entitlements of young 
refugees and migrants 

 
The Migrant’s Children Project at Coram’s 
Children Legal Centre (CCLC) is organising a 
training course aimed at non-legal practitioners 
working with migrant children, young people 
and families, which will help increase their 
understanding of the legal framework and the 
rights of children and young people subject to 
immigration control. 
 

Year Total 
Referrals 

Enforced 
Removal 

2010 710 17 

2011 946 35 

2012 1186 40 

Country of 
destination 

Total asylum 
enforced 
removals 

Total asylum 
voluntary 
departure 

Iran 21 57 

Iraq 44 356 

Afghanistan 494 328 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0002.htm#wa_st_170
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423w0001.htm#wa_st_28
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423w0001.htm#wa_st_28
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130425w0001.htm#wa_st_84
mailto:training@remedypartnership.org.uk
http://remedypartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Remedy-Brochure-2013-April1.pdf
http://remedypartnership.org.uk/
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The next course will take place in London on 29 
May 2013 from 10am to 4pm. For more 
information, read the training course overview. 
To book a place, send a booking form to 
mcp@essex.ac.uk.  
 

Events 

 
Oxford Human Rights Hub: Migration 

detention policies as an obstacle to the 
realisation of migrants’ human rights 

 
Professor Francois Crépeau, who is the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of 
Migrants as well as a Professor in Public 
International Law at McGill University, will be 
holding a seminar entitled ‘Migration detention 
policies as an obstacle to the realisation of 
migrants' human rights’. The seminar is 
organised by the Oxford Human Rights Hub and 
Migrant Law Discussion Group, and will take 
place in Oxford on 3 May 2013 at 1pm.  
 
For more information, visit the website or 
contact oxfordhumanrightshub@law.ox.ac.uk.  

 
Bail Observation Project: Report launch 

 
The Bail Observation Project is launching its 
second report, titled ‘Still a travesty: Justice in 
immigration bail hearings’. The report, which is 
based on the observation of 220 bail hearings, 
shows how the right to bail for immigration 
detainees is curtailed and how the fairness of 
procedure in the bail court is gravely 
compromised. You can access the report here, 
and read more about the launch here.  
 
The launch will take place in the Grand 
Committee Room at the Houses of Parliament 
on Tuesday 14 May 2013 at 7pm. You can 
register your intention to attend at 
bmackeith@gmail.com.  

 
Immigration Detention Seminar Series:  

The Politics of Detention 
 
The second seminar of the ‘Exploring Everyday 
Practice and Resistance in Immigration 
Detention’ series will take place in York on 1 July 
2013 from 9.30am to 4.30pm. The seminar is 
entitled ‘the Politics of Detention’ and will 

examine the ways in which the routinisation and 
normalisation of detention occludes multiple 
relationships of power, control and subjugation. 
Speakers will include academics from the UK, 
Canada, Australia and France, as well as Jerome 
Phelps of Detention Action. 
 
For more information and to read an abstract of 
the seminar, visit its website. To book a place, 
contact alexandra.hall@york.ac.uk.  
 

Funding 

 

London Churches Refugee Hardship Fund 
 
The London Churches Refugee Hardship Fund, 
which raises money to give small grants to 
organisations assisting destitute asylum seekers, 
has opened a new round of grant applications 
towards work with destitute asylum seekers and 
refugees. It can provide organisations in the 
Greater London Area with small grants that 
typically enable refugees to access help services, 
meals or emergency food parcels, nappies and 
essential toiletries, or other vital needs. 
 
For more information on the Fund, visit its 
website. The closing date for applications is 9am 
Tuesday 7 May 2013. Grant applications can be 
made by sending completed application forms 
with supporting papers to 
grants@help4refugees.co.uk. 
 

Jobs 

 

Latin American Women’s Rights Service: 
Director 

 
The Latin American Women’s Rights Service 
(LAWRS) is recruiting for a Director. The charity 
supports the immediate and long term needs of 
Latin American women migrants in the UK. The 
successful candidate will have exceptional 
leadership skills, highly developed staff 
management, financial, organisational and fund-
raising skills, a track record in implementing 
strategy, and a thorough understanding of the 
needs of Latin American women in the UK. The 
post is open to Latin American women only, and 
fluency in Spanish and English is essential.  
 

http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/userfiles/Training%20course%20overview%20-%20%202012(4).pdf
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/userfiles/event_booking_form2012(2).doc
mailto:mcp@essex.ac.uk
http://www.law.ox.ac.uk/themes/humanrightshub/event=12230
mailto:oxfordhumanrightshub@law.ox.ac.uk
http://closecampsfield.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/2nd-bop-report-final.pdf
http://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2013/04/21/london-launch-still-a-travesty-justice-in-immigration-bail-hearings/
mailto:bmackeith@gmail.com
http://immigration-detention-seminar-series.org/1-july-2013-the-politics-of-detention/
mailto:alexandra.hall@york.ac.uk
http://www.help4refugees.co.uk/
http://www.help4refugees.co.uk/LCRN%20Hardship%20Fund%20Application%20April%202013%20revised.pdf
mailto:grants@help4refugees.co.uk
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The closing date for applications is Monday 29th 
of April. You can read the full job description on 
the LAWRS website. To apply, send a completed 
application form to recruitment@lawrs.org.uk. 
 

Corporate Watch: Researcher 
 
Corporate Watch, a small independent research 
group run as a workers’ cooperative based in 
London, is recruiting for a full-time researcher to 
work on a research project that will focus on 
immigration detention and deportation in the UK.  
Corporate Watch is particularly interested in the 
privatisation of detention and deportation in the 
UK, and is highly critical of many of the private 
companies involved in this growing business. The 
precise focus of the research project will be 
discussed and decided by the new researcher and 
the rest of the co-op. 
 
You can read the full job description and more 
about the project on the Corporate Watch 
website. To apply, send them your CV, a short 
writing sample (500 words) and a short 
paragraph describing why you want to work for 
Corporate Watch before Friday 10th May 2013. 

 
Institute for Public Policy Research: Senior 

Research Fellow 
 
The Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), a 
London-based think tank, is recruiting a senior 
research fellow who will be responsible for 
developing, managing and delivering projects in 
the areas of migration, integration and 
communities. Responsibilities will include: 
conducting high quality research and analysis; 
identifying policy implications and 
recommendations; producing high quality written 
reports and other outputs; undertaking media 
work; fundraising; and project and budget 
management.  
 
The closing date for applications is 9am Monday 
20 May 2013. For more information, visit the 
IPPR website. To apply, send an application form 
to recruitment@ippr.org.  
 

Feature: Spotlight on detention in the US 

 
The immigration detention estate in the United 
States is one of the most widely criticised. The 
country maintains the largest immigration 

detention infrastructure in the world, with over 
900 detention sites and a detention capacity of 
well over 30,000. US detention facilities have 
been plagued with problems, including 
inadequate medical care, lack of access to legal 
counsel, and allegations of physical and sexual 
abuse of detainees. 
 
There have been a couple of recent 
developments, however, that seem to point 
towards a decreasing enthusiasm for the use of 
detention as an immigration law enforcement 
tool on the other side of the Atlantic. In February, 
under fierce criticism of Republican members of 
the House of Representatives, the Obama 
administration decided to release more than 
2,200 immigrants from detention as a budgetary 
savings measure, in response to the automatic 
federal spending cuts that came into effect on 1 
March 2013 (the so-called ‘fiscal cliff’). The 
administration denied allegations that it was 
releasing any ‘dangerous foreign criminals’, and 
insisted that it was a necessary budgetary step in 
a country that has an average of 34,000 
immigrants in detention on any given day. The 
move might signal a realisation that the limited 
effectiveness of detention as an immigration 
control measure is far outweighed not only by 
the human cost of detention, but also by the 
enormous financial costs attached to it.  
 
Moreover, in a landmark ruling last month by the 
Ninth Circuit Court, a federal court with 
jurisdiction over Arizona, California, Nevada, 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington, and Montana, ruled 
that people in immigration detention (including 
those in mandatory detention) must be given a 
hearing within six months of their detention to 
determine whether they should be released.  The 
ruling stands to benefit thousands of people in 
immigration detention across the Ninth Circuit, 
where an estimated 25% of all immigration 
detainees in the country are held. 
 
It remains to be seen whether these events 
indeed indicate a lasting change for the better in 
the US. For now, however, we can only welcome 
such developments in a country that has long 
been one of the most enthusiastic detainers of 
immigrants in the world. 
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