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News from AVID 

 

Nominations for the AVID Board are now 
open! 

 
All AVID members are welcome to nominate a 
potential Trustee to the AVID Board. Our next 
AGM will be in May. If you would like more 
information please contact Kathleen English, 
Chair of the Board of Trustees: 

kmenglish55@msn.com 
 

Thank you for your input into the AVID 
Strategic Directions 2013-15  

 
Thanks to all members who responded to our 
consultation late last year on our Strategic 
Directions document for the next three years. We 
are pleased to launch the final document, which 
will be available on our website from next week. 
We will send it to all members directly. This 
document sets out our aims and objectives for 
the next three years, and we look forward to 
working with you all to achieve positive change 
for all detainees.  

 
 

Do you have any items for next month’s 
newsletter? If so contact Rutger Birnie 

rutgerbirnieavid@gmail.com by 
February 15th 

 
 

News from Members  

 
Dover Detainee Visitor Group welcomes 

new caseworker Zoe Sutherland 
 
Dover Detainee Visitor Group (DDVG) welcomes 
Zoe Sutherland as the new Detention Support 
and Awareness Officer. Zoe joined DDVG in 
December 2012 and will be working alongside 
Victor Fiorini. Prior to joining DDVG Zoe worked 
as a human rights caseworker for The AIRE 
Centre and Fair Trials International, and as a 
researcher for the Bonn International Center for 
Conversion and the International Commission of 
Jurists.  Zoe is particularly interested in issues 
around immigration and social justice, having 
volunteered previously for Detention Action, 
Citizens' Advice and the Free Representation 
Unit, and having completed an LLM in Human 
Rights.  As such, Zoe is particularly looking 
forward to combining asylum and immigration 
casework with awareness raising in local 
communities in her new role with DDVG, and to 
engaging with other detention-focused NGOs. 
She is excited to take forward DDVG's goals to 
empower detainees and ex-detainees, as well as 
members of the public, to participate in asylum 
and immigration reforms. Welcome Zoe!  

 
Call for speakers SOAS Detainee Support 

Conference ‘A Future without Immigration 
Detention?’ 

 
SOAS Detainee Support Group (SDS) is organising 
the conference ‘A Future without Immigration 
Detention?’ on the 26th and 27th of April 2013 at 
the School of Oriental and African studies in 
London. They are currently looking for speakers 
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interested in contributing specifically to the Panel 
Debate: ‘What are the different advantages and 
disadvantages of the available alternatives to 
immigration detention?’ to be held on Saturday 
the 27th of April. Anyone feeling confident 
defending community based approaches, regular 
reporting mechanisms, voluntary return or other 
models of alternatives to immigration detention 
on the basis of extensive expertise is asked to 
reply to this call out by the 31st of January. If you 
wish to contribute to the panel debate, or would 
like to contribute in any other way, or have 
relevant feedback, SDS is looking forward to 
hearing from you on 

sds_conference@soas.ac.uk.  Formal 
invitations to attend the conference will be 
circulated shortly. You can read more about the 
conference by visiting the conference website 

www.sdsconference.wordpress.com.  
 

Morton Hall Detainee Visitors Group 
launches new website 

 
We are pleased to let you all know that Morton 
Hall Detainee Visitors Group, which visits in 
Morton Hall IRC in Lincolnshire, has a new 
website. The site contains lots of useful 
information about the group and how to get in 
touch. You can visit it at: 

http://mortonhallvisitors.org.uk 
 
 

Detention Update 

 
UK Border Agency publishes revised Rule 35  

 
Rule 35 of the Detention Centre Rules - the 
mechanism through which case owners are made 
aware of detainees who claim to have suffered 
torture or who would be made more vulnerable 
by their continued detention- has been revised. It 
will be available for viewing via the UKBA website 
at this address:  

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecon
tent/documents/policyandlaw/asylumproces

sguidance/detention/ 
 

Home Office statistics on children in 
detention released for November 2012 

 
Statistics were released for child detention for 
November 2012. A total of 14 children were held 

this month, 8 at Tinsley House and 6 at Cedars. 
You can view the statistics on the Home Office 

website here.  
 

Statistics on self-harm in detention 
 
The FOI request by ‘No Deportations’ revealed 
that between July 2012 and September 2012, 
there were 47 incidents of self-harm requiring 
medical treatment, compared with 79 in the last 
quarter. 
 
The total number of Individuals on Formal Self 
Harm at Risk (ACDT) was 381 (including Cedars 
387) compared with 489 in Q2. This includes: 
 

Brook House  87  

Campsfield House  34  

Colnbrook  26  

Dover  12  

Dungavel  33  

Harmondsworth  81  

Haslar  6  

Morton Hall  16  

Tinsley House  40  

Yarl’s Wood  46  

Cedars (Pre-Departure) 6  

 
Many thanks to John O from No Deportations for 
this information. Please note that these figures 
are provisional and are subject to change. 
 

Christmas disturbances in Morton Hall 
 
The Prisoner Officers Association (POA), 
representing staff at Morton Hall IRC, claimed 
that up to 10 officers were injured during 
disturbances at the removal centre over the 
Christmas period. Weapons including homemade 
knives, pool cues and snooker balls were said to 
have been used when 30-40 detainees fought in 
an incident on December 30th, the culmination of 
a troubled period starting with a protest on 
Christmas day in which up to 50 detainees 
refused to return to their room. A POA 
spokesperson has said that staffing levels are “at 
the very, very sharp end of what we believe to be 
safe”, and articulated fears that “we will get a 
member of staff murdered on duty”. A female 
officer was reported to have been punched in the 
back and face, and one detainee was taken to 
hospital with head injuries. The details of the 

mailto:sds_conference@soas.ac.uk
http://www.sdsconference.wordpress.com/
http://mortonhallvisitors.org.uk/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/asylumprocessguidance/detention/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/asylumprocessguidance/detention/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/asylumprocessguidance/detention/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/immigration-asylum-research/child-detention-nov2012?view=Binary


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 112 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

incidents are disputed. The UKBA has stated that 
both incidents were resolved within an hour, and 
insists that Morton Hall is a safe place for staff 
and detainees. It has confirmed, however, that 12 
detainees from Morton Hall were transferred to 
other centres and that an investigation into the 
events was underway. The centre’s IMB denied 
full scale riots, danger and tension at Morton Hall 
and said it believed, after having seen CCTV 
footage, that the POA’s version of events had 
been exaggerated. AVID is concerned that the 
location of Morton Hall – rural and relatively 
isolated from support networks – is exacerbating 
the situation for detainees. We are working with 
Morton Hall Detainee Visitors Group to ensure 
detainees there can access support and will 
continue to do so in the coming months. You can 
read the full Guardian article here, and the BBC 
News articles here and here. 

 
UKBA rejects calls to stop using force on 

pregnant detainees 
 

The UKBA has rejected a call by prison inspectors 
to stop using force on pregnant women and 
children it is trying to remove from the UK. AVID 
has seen the ‘Service Improvement Plan’ which 
details the UKBA’s reponse to HMIP 
recommendations for improvement at Cedars 
confirming this. In this document, the UKBA has 
rejected the inspectors’ recommendation that 
force should never be used to enforce the 
removal of pregnant women and children, adding 
that without physical intervention removals 
would be delayed. In total, UKBA has rejected 4 
of the 27 recommendations made by HMIP in the 
report, including the recommendation to delay 
the removal of detainees who allege assault 
during removal when the assault is backed up by 
medical evidence. The UKBA spokesperson has 
stated that “where we and the courts have found 
a family is not in genuine need of asylum we 
expect them to return home voluntarily. We do 
everything possible to help them go home 
including offering assistance once they are back 
in their home country. Where a family refuses to 
accept that support, our last resort is an enforced 
return. We are committed to treating everyone in 
our care with dignity and respect and we take 
advice from our independent family returns panel 
on every case." You can read the Guardian’s 
coverage of this here.  
 

 
 

News 

 
Online referrals to Medical Justice now 

possible 
 

Medical Justice has opened an online referral 
function on their website for detainees, their 
legal representatives or their supporters, making 
it easier and quicker for them to enter the 
information needed to make a referral as copy 
and paste and the attachment of files is allowed. 
The information gets processed directly and 
securely into the Medical Justice case 
management system, saving their time and 
avoiding errors. In exceptional circumstances, 
referrals can still be emailed to 

med@medicaljustice.org.uk. 
 

Announced closure of two foreign national 
only prisons 

 
The Ministry of Justice has announced the 
planned closure of seven prisons, and the partial 
closure of two others, in England in the next few 
months. Two of the prisons that will be fully 
closed, Bullwood Hall and Canterbury, only hold 
foreign nationals. The closure will result in a loss 
of 2,600 places from “old and uneconomic” 
prisons, which the Government wants to replace 
by building a new super prison with 2,000 places 
somewhere in London, north-west England or 
north Wales. Before this announcement, five 
other prisons have been closed since the 
coalition government came to power in May 

2010. Read the announcement here, the BBC 

News story here, and the Guardian article here. 

 
Migrants wrongly told to leave the UK 

 
Capita, a private firm contracted by the UKBA in 
September to track down and remove up to 
174,000 undocumented immigrants, have 
incorrectly informed people living legally in the 
UK to leave the country. An unknown number of 
legal migrants have been contacted by text, 
phone or email and told they have no right to be 
in the UK and are therefore required to leave, 
causing distress among recipients. Requests by 
immigration lawyers and advisers to stop the 
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messages over the Christmas period, a difficult 
time for people to contact their lawyers, have 
been refused. The contract given to Capita is 
worth up to £40m, but payment will depend on 
how many will actually return to their home 

country. You can read the BBC News story here. 
 

Cameron wants 'deport first, appeal later' 
approach to deportation cases 

 
In an interview with the Telegraph, David 
Cameron has announced that he would like to 
move to “a policy where we deport first and 
[terror] suspects can appeal later”. The Prime 
Minister made this statement in response to 
questions about the ongoing Abu Qatada case. “I 
am fed up with seeing suspected terrorists play 
the system with numerous appeals”, he said. 
Under this new arrangement, deportees would 
only be able to appeal against the decision while 
still in the UK if they faced “a real risk of serious, 

irreversible harm”. Read the full interview here. 
 
 

Publications 

 

Prison Service Journal – special edition  
 

The Prison Service Journal has published a special 
edition on ‘Migration, nationality and detention’. 
There are a number of useful articles including a 
moving testimony by Kizza Musinguzi, a former 
detainee who is now a physics teacher in London. 
There are also interviews with UKBA staff, and 
articles by Hindpal Singh Bhui of HMIP and 
Francesca Cooney of the Prison Reform Trust. 
You can read the special edition on the Detention 
Advice Service website here.  
 

Refugee Council report on destitution of 
failed asylum seekers from five African 

countries 
 
The Refugee Council has published a report titled 
Between a Rock and a Hard Place, which looks at 
human rights abuses in the DRC, Eritrea, Somalia, 
Sudan and Zimbabwe. The report illustrates why 
it is often impossible or very dangerous for 
rejected asylum seekers from these countries to 
return, and calls on the UK government to 
broaden the use of Humanitarian Protection and 
Discretionary Leave for this group. The Council 

claims that thousands of them have been forced 
into destitution, begging and prostitution, and 
says that around 25 percent of failed asylum 
seekers that have approach them for emergency 
help over the last two years have come from 
these five countries. You can read the full report 

here, or read an Independent article about the 

report here. 
 

Citizens UK report on enforced removals 
 
The National Independent Commission on 
Enforced Removals, commissioned by Citizens UK 
to produce recommendations on how to avoid 
future deaths during enforced removals, has 
published their second of two reports on the 
matter. The first was made public on December 
6th 2012, with the more recent follow up 
document offering complementary 
recommendations. The Commission’s main 
recommendations include: setting up a multi-
disciplinary panel for complex returns; a more 
robust system for regular and appropriate 
licensing of contracted detainee custody officers 
and escort staff; independent oversight of the 
enforced removal process; and the use of pain-
free restraint techniques during removals. The 
full report is not yet online.  
 

The Lancet publishes article on mental 
health issues in IRCs 

 
Medical Journal The Lancet has published an 
article by Nayanah Siva titled Time in Detention 
describing how, despite rising concern about 
mental health issues and the state of health care 
provisions in IRCs following the release of several 
reports, substantial changes are yet to be made.  
The Lancet states that the Home Office declined 
its request to visit any of the detention centres. 

You can read the article here.  
 

Law and Policy 

 
Foreign national prisoners facing 
deportation lose right to legal aid 

 
The Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of 
Offenders Act, passed through Parliament in May 
2012, will terminate legal aid for foreign national 
prisoners facing deportation from April 2013.  
Since most FNPs do not have the money to pay 
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for professional legal representation, 
representing themselves in appeals will be their 
only remaining option. You can read the Act in 

full here, and a Guardian article highlighting the 
consequences of leaving foreign prisoners to fight 

their own cases here. 

 

New PSIs on foreign national prisoners 

 
New Prison Service Instructions (PSI) on foreign 
national prisoners are now effective. PSI 38/2012 
on the Early Removal Scheme and the release of 
foreign national prisoners, effective from 3 

December 2012, is available here. PSI 41/2012 
on sentencing planning, effective from 17 
December 2012, contains a section on foreign 

national offenders, and is available here. 
 

Deportations to Syria 
(KB (Failed asylum seekers and forced returnees) Syria 

CG [2012] UKUT 426 (IAC) (21 December 2012)) 

 
In response to the ongoing conflict, the Tribunal 
formulated new country guidance for Syria, 
concluding that “in the context of the extremely 
high level of human rights abuses currently 
occurring in Syria, (...) it is likely that a failed 
asylum seeker or forced returnee would, in 
general, on arrival face a real risk of arrest and 
detention and of serious mistreatment during 
that detention as a result of imputed political 
opinion. That is sufficient to qualify for refugee 
protection.” For a person perceived to be a 
supporter of the Assad regime, the Tribunal 
claimed, the situation might be different. 
 

Removal to Italy 
(R (Bushara) v Secretary of State for the Home 

Department) 

 
The Court of Appeal found that the approach 
taken by Mr Ockelton of the Administrative 
Court, in his decision that there should be no stay 
on removals to Italy while the EM Eritrea 
litigation proceeded onto a permission 
application in the Supreme Court, was wrong. 
The Court of Appeal granted permission to 
appeal against that decision, and found that in 
the meantime stays should be granted against 
removal to Italy.  
 
Many thanks to Garden Court Chambers for this 
information. A transcript is not yet available. 

Damages awarded for removal without 
suspensive right of appeal 

(Shaw & Another, R (on the application of) v Secretary 
of State for the Home Department) 

 
The unsuccessful appellants in ZS (Jamaica) v 
SSHD, who had been removed to Jamaica without 
a suspensive right of appeal, succeeded in their 
judicial review claim for damages, because the 
Court found that they had been denied an 
opportunity to seek legal advice before they were 
removed. For that reason, the removal directions 
and the fact that they were detained for 10 hours 
on the flight back to Jamaica were unlawful. Each 
claimant was awarded £2,000 in damages, 
although their further claims for aggravated or 
exemplary damages were refused. 
 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Detained Fast Track processing time 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 7 January 2013, c109W) 

 
Bridget Phillipson MP (Houghton and 
Sunderland South, Labour) asked the SSHD what 
the average processing time for Detained Fast 
Track (DTF) applications is, and how many of 
these applications exceeded the UKBA target of 
three days in the latest period for which figures 
are available. Mark Harper, Minister of State for 
Immigration, responded that the three day 
target was always an indicative timeframe that is 
not rigid and must be varied “when fairness and 
case developments require it.” He pointed out 
that a Chief Inspector report into DFT from 
February 2012 recommended that the UKBA 
“increases the accuracy of its published guidance 
by changing its timescales for interviews and 
decisions in line with the average time taken" 
and that the indicative timescale for detained 
non-suspensive appeal cases from entry to 
decision would be around 10-14 days. The 
Minister also stated that he was not able to 
provide figures for processing times. He did 
claim that local information shows that the 
UKBA is compliant with the stated timescales. 
 

Family returns process and legal aid 
reductions 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 7 January 2013, c113W) 

 
Andy Slaughter MP (Hammersmith, Labour) 
asked the SSHD about her assessment of the 
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effect that the planned reductions to legal aid 
will have on the operation of the family returns 
process. He also asked about estimates of the 
number of families accessing legal 
representation for the first time upon being 
detained at Cedars before their planned 
enforced removal. Mark Harper responded that 
the changes to legal aid were not expected to 
affect the family returns process, stating that all 
asylum cases in this process will continue to 
qualify for legal aid funding after the changes 
come into force next April, and pointing out that 
only 43 out of 192 families removed between 
January 2011 and September 2012 were non-
asylum seeking. He also stated that legal aid will 
remain available for all immigration detention 
cases including those entering Cedars. He 
considered it “unlikely” that families would be 
accessing legal representation for the first time 
when entering Cedars, having reached the 
ensured stage of the family returns process, 
since “families are advised of their right to 
obtain legal representation, and how to access it 
if they are not represented”.  
 

Asylum Support rates 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 7 January 2013, c16) 

 
Sarah Teather MP (Brent Central, Liberal 
Democrat) asked about the asylum support rates 
for 2013-14. Mark Harper responded that there 
are no current plans to change these rates. Ms 
Teather then stated that this means that the 
rates have been frozen by default, and asked the 
Minister whether he accepts that “kicking the 
matter into the long grass for a further year 
simply will not do”. Mr Harper responded that 
the matter is kept under constant review, and 
pointed out that “there is no statutory provision 
to make an annual uprating”. 
 
 

Foreign national prisoners 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 8 January 2013, c245W) 

 
Priti Patel MP (Witham, Conservative) asked 
about the number of foreign national prisoners 
in custody beyond their earliest release date in 
the most recent period for which figures are 
available. Mark Harper responded with the 
following table: 

 

As at 
April 
each 
year: 

Foreign national 
offenders detained 
in prisons beyond 
the end of their 
sentence 

Foreign national offenders 
detained in immigration 
removal centres beyond 
the end of their sentence 

2010 701 1,213 

2011 516 945 

2012 552 812 

 
He also gave the numbers for September 2012, 
when 547 foreign national offenders were being 
held post-sentence in prisons and 919 in IRCs. 
 

Immigration detention: length 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 8 January 2013, c58W) 

 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) 
asked what proportion of immigration detainees 
have been detained for one year or over two 
years respectively. He also asked how many of 
those detained for over two years were released 
and how many were kept in detention in the last 
five years. Lord Taylor of Holbeach (Whip, 
House of Lords, Conservative) responded that of 
the 3,091 detained on 30 September 2012, 149 
were detained for one year or more, and 27 for 
more than two years. Of the 77 persons leaving 
detention in 2010, 26 were removed, 15 were 
granted temporary admission or release, and 31 
were granted bail. Of the 118 leaving detention 
in 2011, 29 were removed, 23 granted 
temporary admission or release, and 61 granted 
bail. Of the 55 leaving detention in 2012 up to 30 
September, 19 were removed, 13 granted 
temporary admission or release, and 22 granted 
bail. 

Panel for lengthy detention cases 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 8 January 2013, c59W) 

 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno also asked whether 
an independent panel to review the cases of 
immigration detainees held for lengthy periods 
will be established. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
responded that such a panel would not be 
necessary or appropriate, since “decisions to 
maintain detention are kept under regular 
review at successively higher levels in the UKBA 
with cases involving particularly lengthy 
detention being reviewed at director level”. He 
also stated that the legality of detention can be 
challenged in the courts, and that detainees 
have the right to apply for bail at any time.  
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Handcuffs and escort chains on children 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 8 January 2013, c60W) 

 
Baroness Stern (Crossbench) asked how many 
times handcuffs and escort chains have been 
used on children being escorted to and from 
IRCs in the latest period for which figures are 
available. Lord Taylor of Holbeach responded 
that handcuffs are only used on children as a last 
resort “where it is strictly necessary to prevent 
self-harm or escape, or to protect others and 
property”, and that chains are never used. He 
added that, since the detention and escorting 
contract transferred to Reliance on 1 May 2011, 
there have been no instances of escorting 
officers using handcuffs on children. 

 
Foreign national prisoners 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 9 January 2013, c101W) 

   
Baroness Stern also asked the Government what 
action it proposes to take in response to the 
HMIP Lincoln prison report conclusion that the 
post-sentence detention of two non-removable 
foreign national prisoners without the authority 
of a court “cannot be right”. Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach responded that the UKBA only detains 
foreign national offenders with a view to 
removing them from the UK and has no wish to 
detain them for any longer than necessary, but 
that deportation can be delayed through the use 
of judicial challenges or by the individual’s failure 
to comply with the re-documentation process. He 
also stated that every decision to detain is 
considered in terms of the potential risk of harm 
to the public if a foreign criminal is released, is 
reviewed every 28 days, and that detainees are 
able to apply to an immigration judge for bail.  
 

Deportation: numbers 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 14 January 2013, c518W) 

 
Stephen McCabe MP (Birmingham, Selly Oak, 
Labour) asked how many people were deported 
from the UK in each of the last 5 years. Mark 
Harper responded with the following figures:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Total enforced removals from the UK, January 2007 to 
September 2012: 

 

2007      17,770 

2008      17,239 

2009      15,252 

2010      14,854 

2011      15,063 

2012 (January to September)   10,844 

 
Deportation of children 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 21 January 2013, c10W) 

 
Jim Sheridan MP (Paisley and Renfrewshire 
North, Labour) asked what steps are being taken 
to ensure that unaccompanied minors are not 
sent back to dangerous countries because of 
inaccurate assessment. Mark Harper responded 
that unaccompanied children whose claims for 
international protection are refused are only sent 
back when “adequate care and reception 
arrangements are in place in their country of 
origin”, and that the UKBA’s Country of Origin 
Information System “provides information on the 
situation in the countries of those unaccompanied 
children who seek protection in the UK, using a 
wide range of recognised and respected sources”. 

 
Conditions in detention centres 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 21 january 2013, c11W) 

 
Jim Sheridan MP also asked what steps are being 
taken to improve the conditions in detention 
centres. Mark Harper responded that 
improvement of conditions is ensured through 
the service improvement and action plans drawn 
up in response to HMIP and IMB report 
recommendations and through a comprehensive 
complaints system for detainees. 
 

Access to radio in detention centres 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 21 January 2013, c11W) 

 
Julian Huppert (Cambridge, Liberal Democrat) 
asked whether refugees and asylum seekers held 
in detention centres have access to public radio 
stations in general and Refugee Radio in 
particular. Mark Harper responded that all those 
held in IRCs can access public radio stations, 
including Refugee Radio, through personal radios 
or through the facilities provided at the centres. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001980
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Training 

 

Workshop on refugee and asylum seeker 
rights 

 
Positive Action in Housing, the Scottish ethnic 
minorities housing agency, is organising half day 
workshops in Glasgow on the rights of refugees 
and asylum seekers in the UK. The course is 
aimed at those working with refugees and asylum 
seekers and who need a thorough understanding 
of the barriers faced by these groups in accessing 
mainstream services. The next workshop will take 
place on Wednesday the 6th of February 2013 
from 10am to 1pm. You can read the course 

outline and find out how to book a place here. 
 

Advanced Human Rights course for 
immigration and asylum practitioners 

 
The Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants 
has updated their Advanced Human Rights for 
immigration and asylum practitioners course 
following recent Rule changes under (HC 194) 
that limit the application of Article 8 ECHR in 
deportation and other immigration cases. The 
course requires legal knowledge and experience 
of the domestic legal immigration framework, 
and coincides with the requirements of 
accreditation at Senior Caseworker Level 2. The 
next course will take place in London on 13 
February 2013 from 10.00am to 5.00pm. You can 
find more information on the course and on how 

to book a place here. 
 
 

Events 
 

Seminar on issues facing foreign national 
prisoners families 

 
Action for Prisoner’s Families is organising a 
seminar that looks at the issues facing the 
families of minority ethnic and foreign national 
prisoners and offenders. The event will take place 
on 12 March 2013 from 10am to 3.30pm at the 
York Council for Voluntary Services. You can find 

more information and book a place here. 
 
 
 

Jobs 

 

Bristol Refugee Rights: Welcome Centre 
Coordinator 

 
Bristol Refugee Rights is looking for someone to 
contribute to the management and development 
of its Welcome Centre, in which a 60 strong 
volunteer team offers friendship, solidarity, 
advocacy, information and other services to 
asylum seekers and new refugees in Bristol. They 
are looking for a skilled volunteer and project 
coordinator with experience of managing 
community spaces, and encourage applications 
from people of refugee background. The closing 
date is 5pm on 4 February 2013. 
 
For more information and to download the 

application pack, go to the BRR website. 
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