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News from AVID 

 

Awareness raising event about the opening 
of the Verne 

 
Holding 580 detainees, when the Verne opens on 
24th March it will be the UK's second largest 
detention centre. Its location on the Isle of 
Portland makes access difficult, and we are trying 
to make local contacts with a view to establishing 
a visitors group as soon as possible.  
  
If you have any local knowledge or contacts, 
please spread the word and ask them to get in 
touch with us. It’s vital that detainees there have 
access to support.  
  
We are holding an awareness raising event in 
Weymouth on 27th February along with 
Detention Action and Morton Hall Detainee 
Visitors Group.  We’d appreciate if you could 
circulate to your networks, as we need as many 
people as possible to be aware of what is 
happening in Dorset- and even better, to come to 
our event! 

  

 
 

Do you have any items for next month’s 
newsletter? If so contact Teresa Lamas 

newsletter123@gmail.com by 

March 15th 

 

News from Members  

 
Haslar Visitor Group invites you to their 

AGM 
 
Haslar Visitor Group invites you to their Annual 
General Meeting (AGM), to be held at All Saints 
Church in Portsmouth on the 5th of March. The 
AGM gives members the opportunity to find out 
about HVG’s work and meet other members and 
supporters. In addition, guests will be able to 
enjoy a talk on this year’s theme: “Migrant 
detention - How do we avoid to be the ‘nasty 
country’?” with Guest Speaker Don Flynn of 
Migrants Rights Network. For further information 
visit the HVG website. 
 

DDVG finalises name change to Samphire- 
and Big Lottery good news! 

 
Samphire is the new name of the Dover Detainee 
Visitor Group. Note that all of our email 
addresses are changing to end 
@samphireproject.org.uk so you should update 
your contact list. Note our work isn't changing - 
we're still supporting detainees in Dover IRC and 
ex-detainees nationwide. 
 
Take this as an opportunity to reacquaint 
yourselves with the different ways you can 
contact us: 

 Website: samphireproject.org.uk  
 Facebook: facebook.com/samphireproje

ct 
 Twitter: @samphire_ 
 Blog: detainedintheuk.wordpress.com  

 
 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.haslarvisitors.org.uk/news.html
http://samphireproject.org.uk/
http://samphireproject.org.uk/
http://facebook.com/samphireproject
http://facebook.com/samphireproject
http://detainedintheuk.wordpress.com/
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Samphire's Ex-Detainee Project granted Big 
Lottery (BIG) funding 

 
Samphire has been recently granted BIG funding 
for its Ex-Detainee Project. The grant will ensure 
the continuity of the project for the next three 
years. We operate a free-phone ex-detainee 
helpline, providing advice and assistance to 
people that have experienced immigration 
detention with the many difficulties they may 
encounter after release, like physical and mental 
health difficulties, destitution, legal and welfare 
issues as well as social isolation and other 
barriers to integration.  
 
 

Detention Update 

 

Home Office statistics on children in 
detention released for December 2013 

 
Statistics were released for child detention for 
December 2013. A total of 24 children were held 
this month, 13 at Tinsley House and 11 at Cedars. 
You can find the statistics on the Home Office 
website here. 
 

Colnbrook and Harmondsworth IRCs under 
new management 

 
The contract for the management of 
Harmondsworth and Colnbrook detention 
centres has been awarded to Mitie Care and 
Custody.  The new contract, commencing in 
September 2014, will bring together two 
previously separate centres which were 
previously managed by Serco (Colnbrook) and 
GEO Group (Harmondsworth). Mitie are now  the 
largest single private sector provider of 
immigration detention services to the Home 
Office, less than three years after entering the 
market.  
 

News, Publications, Reports 

 

Women for Refugee Women launch new 
report detailing women’s experience in 

detention 
 

Women for Refugee Women (WRW) have 
launched a report revealing the shocking 
experience of women asylum seekers in 

detention. It outlines that women who come to 
the UK in search of safety and protection, often 
after suffering severe trauma in their countries of 
origin, are upon arrival to the UK locked up in 
IRCs. The report points out the Home Office’s 
failure of their duty of care, stressing the ongoing 
impact on the physical and mental health of 
these women. Importantly, it also provides data 
about the inefficiency of detention, highlighting 
that:”Of the 1,867 women who had sought 
asylum and who left detention in 2012, only 674, 
or 36%, were removed from the UK. The others 
were released into the UK.” You can access the 
full report here.  
 
The report was launched at an event in 
Parliament with guest speakers including Romola 
Garai and Stella Creasey MP. The follow up 
campaign included a protest outside the Home 
Office calling for an end to the detention of 
women. There was significant media coverage 
also.  
 
You can join in or follow the campaign by visiting 
the Women for Refugee Women website or by 
following the twitter hashtag #SetHerFree.  
 

Human Rights Watch World Report released 
 
Human Rights Watch has released its World 
Report, summarising human rights conditions in 
more than 90 countries and territories 
throughout 2013. Detailing important 
information on the social and political context of 
these countries, the report may provide useful 
Country of Origin Information (COI) for people 
you are visiting. You can read the report here. 
 

Human Rights Watch condemns the use of 
solitary confinement for immigration 

detainees 
 

Human Rights Watch has criticized the use of 
solitary confinement with immigration detainees. 
Human Rights groups have challenged it on the 
basis that it entails serious mental health risks, 
whilst others claim this practice fits the definition 
of torture in light of the UN Convention against 
Torture (UNCAT), thus constituting a violation of 
human rights.  You can read the media coverage 
here.  

 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-immigration-act-powers
http://refugeewomen.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/WRWDetained.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2014_web_0.pdf
http://voxxi.com/2014/01/22/solitary-confinement-immigrants/
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Huffington Post article highlights a growing 
concern about the outsourcing of 

Immigration Detention Centres 
 

The Huffington Post has highlighted the UK, USA 
and Australian governments increasing reliance 
on multinational corporations to  run detention 
centres. This is in spite of increasing cases of 
mismanagement, lack of appropriate training and 
abuse of use of force. In the UK, the recent case 
of an 84 year-old man suffering from dementia 
who died handcuffed, outraged many and led to 
pledges to scrutinize Geo Group performance 
more closely.  You can access the full article here.  

 
 

Could Jimmy Mubenga’s death have been 
prevented? 

 
Through Freedom for Information requests, the 
Institute for Race Relations News has gathered 
evidence that suggest Mubenga’s tragic death 
could have been prevented. In 2008, two years 
before his death during deportation to Angola, a 
report about the use of restraints in aircrafts was 
produced by the UK Border Agency; however, its 
provisions were not implemented. In 2013, an 
inquest jury found that Mubenga had been 
unlawfully killed by three G4S guards who used 
“unreasonable force and acted in an unlawful 
manner”. Currently, a new Home Office manual 
for deportations is to be published. For the full 
article, click here.   
 
 
 

Law and Policy 

 
Operational Guidance on Family Returns 

Process updated  
 
The guidance on the family return process has 
been revised in relation to torture survivors. It 
outlines that the Home Office will now consider 
requests from families to delay their departure in 
order to enable victims of torture to complete 
their treatments or arrange for treatments to 
continue in their home country. You can access to 
operational guidance note on the family returns 
process here. 

 

Court of Appeal judgment on mental health 
policy  

 
The Court of Appeal has overturned a High Court 
judgement in relation to the detention of people 
with mental illness. The case, in which Mind and 
Medical Justice intervened, challenged the High 
Court Judge’s interpretation of Home Office 
policy on the detention of immigrants with 
mental health problems, which states that “those 
suffering from a serious mental illness which 
cannot be satisfactorily managed within 
detention” can only be detained in “very 
exceptional circumstances.” 
  
The Court of Appeal overturned the High Court 
decision that: 
‘Serious’ requires hospitalisation or detention 
under the Mental Health Act. This was challenged 
on the basis that management of serious mental 
health problems is not necessarily done in a 
hospital setting and that such an interpretation 
makes it more difficult for people to fall within 
the protection of the policy. 
 
‘Satisfactory management’ means treatment that 
would prevent a detainee from becoming so 
unwell they would be unable to cope with 
ordinary life. This was challenged because 
interpreting ‘satisfactory management’ as 
allowing someone’s health to deteriorate to the 
point where they need to be hospitalised is 
inappropriate. Find out more at the Medical 
Justice website here.  
 

 
Immigration Bill passes through Commons 

 
The Immigration Bill has passed through the 
House of Commons despite the efforts of a group 
of MPs who tried to raise awareness of the 
devastating consequences it will have on the 
migrant population. Among the key measures of 
this bill are the restriction of irregular migrants’ 
access to private housing, bank accounts and 
driving licenses. It includes the introduction of 
policy duties for landlords, who will be required 
to check the immigration documents of 
prospective tenants and an extension of charges 
for the NHS.  It also restricts access to appeals, 
especially for those facing removal. According to 
MRN, “these provisions are likely to turn migrants 
into outlaws, without remedies against illegal 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/01/23/private-prisons-immigration_n_4603448.html?utm_hp_ref=world
http://www.irr.org.uk/news/could-jimmy-mubengas-death-have-been-prevented/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/275017/chapter45returns.pdf
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/policy-practice-law/case-law-judgements/2253-das-v-sshd-court-of-appeal-judgment-on-immigrant-mental-health-policy-28-01-14.html
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decisions and excluded from fundamental rights 
of shelter and health care.” In addition, it will 
impact migrants living in the UK lawfully as well 
as British citizens. The Bill will now go to the 
House of Lords.  

 
Unlawful detention of mentally ill detainee  

S, R (on the application of) v SSHD (2014) 
Thanks to Garden Court Chambers 

 

The Court of Appeal decided that the Secretary of 
State acted unlawfully in detaining a mentally-ill 
man on immigration grounds.  
 
The judgment held that those responsible for the 
claimant's detention and for his assessment, 
treatment and illness management in detention 
were in breach of his rights under Articles 3 and 8 
of the ECHR. This is the fifth breach of Article 3 in 
recent times. For the full judgment, click here. 

 
 

Unlawful detention of Iranian national 
rejected  

JM, R (on the application of) v SSHD (2014)  
Thanks to Garden Court Chambers 

 
The Administrative Court rejected a claim for 
unlawful detention of an Iranian national who 
challenged his detention of 15 months in prison. 
The Court found a continued risk of reoffending 
and absconding. It was noted that there was a 
realistic prospect of removal to Iran because of 
the establishment of new arrangements between 
the UK and Iran for the return of undocumented 
Iranian nationals. For the full judgment, click 
here.  

 
Renewal of Immigration Concession for 

Syrian Nationals 
 
Until the 28th of February of 2015, the 
Government will allow Syrian nationals to extend 
their visas, in order to enable those who want to 
stay in the UK that possibility. Syrian nationals 
whose permission to stay in the UK is about to 
expire or has expired in the last 28 days, will be 
able to benefit from this concession. For more 
information, click here.  
 
 
 
 

New UKBA operational guidance on Eritrea 
 
UKBA has produced a document that provides 
Home Office’ caseworkers with guidance to 
manage the most common types of claims 
received from nationals or residents from Eritrea. 
The document includes information about asylum 
claims, humanitarian protection and 
discretionary leave. To access the document, click 
here.  
 

 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Detainees with mental illness 
HC Deb, 21 January 2014, c100W 

 
Richard Fuller MP (Bedford, Conservative) asked 
how many detainees were diagnosed with 
mental illnesses or post traumatic stress 
disorders, and if they have been released as a 
consequence and transferred to a hospital.  
Mark Harper (Minister of Immigration; Forest of 
Dean, Conservative) answered that it is not 
possible to provide the number of releases and 
that detainees medical records are confidential. 
“The decision on whether continuing detention is 
appropriate is a matter for case owners who 
must take a number of factors into 
consideration, including any reported or 
observed mental health issues,” he stressed.  
 

 
Deportation of EU Nationals 

HC Deb, 22 January 2014, c204W 

 
Mr Frank Field MP (Birkenhead, Labour) asked 
the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
(SSHD) what assessment she has made on the 
administrative removal of EU citizens from the 
UK, the conditions for removal, and the number 
of people who were removed under these 
provisions. Mark Harper answered that EU 
nationals hold the right of residence in another 
member state if they exercise Treaty rights as a 
worker, job seeker, student, self-employed or 
self-sufficient person. If these requirements are 
not fulfilled they are administratively removed, 
and cannot re-enter the UK for 12 months. Those 
who abuse free movement rights are also 
removed, while separate deportation only applies 
on criminality cases. Statistics are provided by 
Home Office quarterly and annually.  

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2014/50.html
http://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/bulletins/category/bulletin_detail.cfm?iBulletinID=935
http://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/bulletins/category/bulletin_detail.cfm?iBulletinID=935
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2014/february/22-syria-concession
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53020fce4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140121/text/140121w0001.htm#140121w0001.htm_wqn5
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140122/text/140122w0001.htm#140122w0001.htm_wqn42f
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Geo Group performance below standards 
HC Deb, 22 January 2014, c206W 

 
Pete Wishart MP (Perth, Scottish National Party) 
asked the Secretary of State what steps she is 
going to take to “improve scrutiny of GEO Group 
UK Ltd. management of Hamondsworth IRC “, in 
light of the results of the unannounced 
inspection of the centre. Mark Harper replied 
that: “All immigration removal centres operated 
by the private sector, including Harmondsworth, 
have their contracts managed by a central 
commercial team. The Home Office has staff 
based in each immigration removal centre to 
monitor contract delivery and compliance. 
Meetings take place with the contractor, at an 
operational level on a weekly basis and, on a 
commercial level on a quarterly basis.” Adding 
that:“The performance by the contractor running 
Harmondsworth has been below the high 
standard expected and in response to the 
inspection report a Service Improvement Plan is 
being drawn up addressing each 
recommendation made and outlining what action 
will be taken.“ 

 

Scrutiny of Geo Group performance 
HC Deb, 6 February 2014, c339W 

 
Julian Huppert MP (Cambridge, Liberal 
Democrat) asked whether the terms of contract 
for Harmondsworth IRC will be changed in light 
of the HMIP’ report, and what plans they have to 
scrutinise Geo Group’s performance. Mark 
Harper gave a similar answer to that above for 
this question. 
 

Number of forced removals in the last three 
years 

HC Deb, 27 January 2014, c375W 

 
Stephen Barclay MP (North East 
Cambridgeshire, Conservative) asked how many 
people have been subject to removal directions 
in the last three years. Mark Harper provided 
the following information: 
 
 
 
 
 

   Number of people with enforced RDs 
 
2011  19,194   
 
2012  20,417  
 
2013  18,229 
 
Total   57,840 

 
 

Notes: 1. Data includes people with enforced removal 
directions set in period. 2. People with enforced RDs set 
that have not been removed have been counted once. 3. 
People who have had more than one enforced removal 
have been counted once per each enforced removal. 

 

Age Dispute cases  
HC Deb, 27 January 2014, c377W 

 
Sara Teather MP (Brent Central, Liberal 
Democrat) asked about the average and 
maximum length of time a person defined as an 
age dispute case or a person pending age 
assessment has been held in an IRC. She also 
asked how many have been detained in IRC for 
the purpose of age assessment in the last 12 
months, and out of those, the number of children 
and adults found. Mark Harper replied that there 
are not figures recorded for the two first 
questions. He then outlined the specific 
circumstances under which someone will be 
treated as an adult and detained. You can read 
them by accessing the Hansard link above.  
 
 

Conditions in Harmondsworth 
HC Deb, 28 January 2014, c480W 

 
Pete Wishart MP asked what assessment has 
the government made of the report resulting 
from the Unannounced Inspection of 
Harmondsworth IRC and whether the 
recommendations will be implemented, and 
within what timescale. Mark Harper replied that 
a Service Improvement Plan will be published in 
two months setting out actions to address each 
recommendation, having to be effective within 
18 months. He added that some actions have 
already been taken to address areas of 
immediate concern such as reminding the 
contractor of the appropriate use of handcuffs, 
among other measures.  

 
 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140122/text/140122w0001.htm#140122w0001.htm_spnew40
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140206/text/140206w0002.htm#140206w0002.htm_wqn33
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140127/text/140127w0001.htm#140127w0001.htm_wqn13
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140127/text/140127w0001.htm#140127w0001.htm_spnew19
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#140128w0001.htm_wqn88
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Automatic deportation  
HL Deb, 28 January 2014, c217W 

 
Lord Morrow (Democratic Unionist Party) asked 
the government which criminal offences result in 
an automatic recommendation for deportation 
for non-United Kingdom citizens; whether 
separate arrangements apply in Northern Ireland; 
and, if so, what are those arrangements. Lord 
Taylor of Holbeach (Conservative) stated that 
according to the 1997 Immigration Act a non-
British citizen can be subjected to deportation “if 
the Secretary of State deems their deportation to 
be conducive to the public good. Deportation 
applies when a foreign criminal is sentenced for 
more than 12 months, or when with a shorter 
sentence the person has caused ‘serious harm’ or 
‘shows a particular disregard of the law’”. A 
similar regimen regulates deportation of EEA 
nationals under 2006 Immigration Regulations.  
 

Use of restraints/death of Canadian 
detainee 

HL Deb, 3 February 2014, c14W 
 

Lord Avebury asked what the government’s 
response was to the suggestion by HMIP that 
staff of the GEO Group, which runs 
Harmondsworth, ignored the advice of a doctor 
that a Canadian citizen who subsequently died 
handcuffed in detention should have not been 
detained or deported. The Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach) (Con) replied that “Detention is a vital 
tool that helps us remove those with no right to 
be in the country. In 2012 more than 44,000 
people were removed or voluntarily departed 
from the UK. But it must be used appropriately, 
and the unnecessary use of restraints is 
unacceptable. Following this incident an 
investigation was carried out and a number of 
changes have been made to ensure proper risk 
assessments are carried out (by contractors) in a 
timely way, and that restraint should only happen 
where absolutely necessary” 
 

Treatment of detainees at IRCs 
HC Deb, 5 February 2014, c233W 

 
Michael Crockart MP (Edinburgh West, Liberal 
Democrat) asked what measures are being taken 
to ensure all detainees held at IRCs are treated 
well and are not being subjected to abuse. Mark 
Harper replied that all IRCs are subject to the 

Detention Centre Rules 2001, where provisions of 
regulations and management of the centres are 
provided.  He said that “Independent assessment 
of centres is provided in the inspection reports 
of HMIP and the annual reports of the 
Independent Monitoring Boards. 
Recommendations resulting from these reports 
are translated into service improvement plans 
which are monitored by a compliance and 
monitoring team within Detention Operations. 
We are committed to using these plans to make 
improvements across our estate for all detainees 
in our care.” In addition, detainees have a system 
through which they can make complaints.  

 
Re-tendering of Harmondsworth IRC 

contractors 
HC Deb, 6 February 2014, c339W 

 
Julian Huppert MP (Cambridge, Lib Dem) asked 
whether Geo Group UK Ltd, contractors for 
Harmondsworth will be allowed to bid in the re-
tendering process after the critical HMIP report. 
Mark Harper replied that the tendering 
procedure is ongoing and that “the Home Office 
applies all relevant legislation and public policy 
with regards to such tendering exercises and we 
expect to make a formal announcement in the 
near future. The Home Office will consider past 
performance of all suppliers as part of tendering 
exercises for immigration removal centres.”  

 

Residential raids  
HC Deb, 6 February 2014, c340W 

 
Julian Huppert MP asked how many 
residential raids for immigration purposes 
were carried out from midnight to 8 pm in the 
last 12 months, in how many children were 
expected to be present and on those cases, if 
a parent or guardian was removed. Mark 
Harper answered that: “The number of 
residential visits for the period 1 January 
2013 to 31 December 2013 was 4,958. The 
number of children expected at these visits 
was 166. Residential visits data relates to the 
number of addresses targeted not the number 
of individuals expected at these visits. Number 
of residential visits is where the time of the 
visit is recorded as being between 0.00 and 
08.00. A child is defined as anyone under 18 at 
the time of the visit. Data on the number of 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#wa_st_56
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140206/text/140206w0002.htm#140206w0002.htm_wqn37
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140205/text/140205w0001.htm#140205w0001.htm_wqn12
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140206/text/140206w0002.htm#140206w0002.htm_wqn32
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140206/text/140206w0002.htm#140206w0002.htm_wqn36
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parent or guardian of the children expected to 
be present that were 
subsequently removed cannot be obtained 
without incurring disproportionate costs.” 
 
 

Immigration Bill 
HC Deb, 6 February 2014, c340W 

 
Sarah Teather MP asked what the time limit 
will be to request an administrative review 
under the provisions of Clause 11 of the new 
Immigration Bill and if she is going to make a 
statement. Mark Harper replied that “Time 
limits for requesting an administrative review 
for those in the UK will be the same as they 
currently are for appealing a decision. For 
those who are not detained this will be 10 
days, for those in detention it will be five days 
and for anyone in the detained fast track it 
will be two days.” 
 

 
Transfer of detainees between IRCs 

HC Deb, 11 February 2014, c566W 

 

John McDonnell MP (Hayes and Harlington, Lab) 
asked how many detainees have been 
transferred from Colnbrook IRC to 
Harmondsworth and vice versa, and what the 
escorting arrangements are for immigration 
detainees who are transferred from Colnbrook to 
Harmondsworth. James Brokenshire 
(Conservative) replied that information regarding 
these transfers could only be collated at “a 
disproportionate cost”. He added that:”Tascor 
Services Ltd operates the Home Office escorting 
contract and carries out all routine transfers of 
immigration detainees to and from 
Harmondsworth and Colnbrook IRCs.”  

 
 

Events 

 
Write to be heard sharing event 

 
Arts Alliance will hold a workshop aimed at 
training prisoner supporters on how to 
encourage prisoners to enjoy creative writing 
though improving writing skills and using arts as a 
means of improving life skills. The event will take 

place in Manchester on March 6th from 10 to 4pm 
and in London the following day at the same 
time. If you are interested or want more 
information, click here for Manchester and here 
for London.  
 
 

Jobs and Volunteering 

 
 

Job vacancy: Medical Adviser at Medical 
Justice 

Medical Justice is looking for a Medical Adviser to 
join their team. The post is advertised as 1 or 2 
days a week at £44,000 pro rata. The closing date 
is March 12th. You can access full details here. 

Freedom from Torture seeks Legal Assistant 
volunteer 

 
Freedom from Torture is seeking to recruit a legal 
volunteer to assist their Policy and Advocacy 
Team. The position requires 2 days per week 
dedication for a minimum period of 6 months. 
The closing date is 28th February. For more 
information about the role and application 
process, click here.  
 

Feature: More Legal Aid Cuts Hit Migrants 
(by Carita Thomas, Justice Alliance) 

 
Thank you for fighting the Government’s 
proposals to cut legal aid last year. They backed 
down on some things thanks to your pressure. 
For example, there is now an exception for 
detainees from the new “residence test” to 
qualify for legal aid. This test says anyone who 
can’t prove they have been here 12 months 
legally will not get free legal advice. The problem 
is that exceptions don’t go far enough and many 
migrants will still lose out. The Government plans 
to press ahead with cuts including the residence 
test, which will come in from May 2014. So a 
refugee who has just arrived and got status 
immediately won’t get a lawyer to fight the 
council making her homeless as she hasn’t been 
here 12 months legally yet. These cuts are 
ideological. The money saved will be minimal but 
the impact on migrants could be huge.  
 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140206/text/140206w0002.htm#140206w0002.htm_wqn37
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0002.htm#140211w0002.htm_wqn26
https://www.artsalliance.org.uk/write-be-heard-practice-sharing-event-manchester
https://www.artsalliance.org.uk/write-be-heard-practice-sharing-event-london
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/get-involved/job-vacancies/2255-medical-justice-job-vacancy-medical-adviser.html
http://www.freedomfromtorture.org/working-for-us/vacancies/7761
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The Government has also announced that legal 
aid will be harder to get for anyone who wants to 
challenge the state’s unlawful action. Any case 
that is not a sure fire winner will be hard to get a 
lawyer to take on as it will be too risky. This will 
affect asylum seekers needing help to challenge 
the refusal of a fresh claim, or the single mother 
who had a condition wrongly put on her leave 
saying she cannot access public funds. The 
Government will spend what it wants on lawyers 
and won’t face any penalties about the way it 
delays cases or causes expense in the justice 
system. If there is no-one independent to check 
decisions when they are wrong then bad decision 
making will only get worse. The burden of these 
cuts is on those who have most to lose. 

 
Please help us keep this in the public eye. Please 
sign this new petition and pass on: 
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/david-
cameron-uk-government-save-legal-aid-to-
protect-access-to-justice-for-all 

You can find out more about the campaign here 
and send them a message of support from your 
group: http://justiceallianceuk.wordpress.com/ 
or by email caritaruththomas@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

AVID, February 2014   
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