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News from AVID 

 

Unprecedented turn out for our awareness 
raising event about IRC The Verne  

 
AVID was delighted at the response from the 
local community at a recent awareness-raising 
event in Weymouth, Dorset. AVID organised the 
event prior to the opening of the second largest 
detention centre in the UK, at the Verne on the 
isle of Portland. It was due to open on the 24th 
March and to hold 580 single male detainees. 
Along with speakers from Detention Action and 
Morton Hall Visitors Group, and a ‘Freed Voices’ 
representative with experience of being in 
detention, we were welcomed by around 120 
local residents interested in finding out more 
about indefinite detention and how to set up a 
visitors group to support those detained.  
 
Local media were also supportive of the event 
and of our plans to set up a local visitors group. 
You can read media coverage at Wessex FM, 
Open Democracy and Dorset Echo. A follow up 
article was also published by the New 
Internationalist.  
 

We were also delighted to read Clive Stafford 
Smith, Legal Director of REPRIEVE, commenting 
on the setting up a visitors group. On the role of 
visitors, he said "Visitors play this tremendous 
role, and visitor is a technical term- it's not just 
that you visit prison- you're going there to help 
people out. And over the years I've known some 
wonderful people who've gone in just to try and 
bring a little humanity to people who're often in a 
very difficult situation." 
 

 
IRC or HMP The Verne?  

 
Just a few days before the re-roll of HMP the 
Verne to IRC the Verne, we learned that in fact 
the facility will remain a prison. Staff were told 
just the week before that, contrary to changing 
over on the 24th March, the facility will continue 
to operate under prison rules. The facility will still 
hold immigration detainees, moved from prisons 
to detention. We are concerned that this will 
curtail access for detainees to, for example, the 
provisions of Rule 35, to internet access or 
provision of mobile phones, and the provision of 
legal advice under the Detention Duty Advice 
Scheme.  
 
Coverage of this can be found on the Dorset Echo 
site here and on BBC news here. These media 
reports suggest the situation will be reviewed in 
September.  
 
This does not affect AVID’s plans to set up a local 
group, and we are continuing our discussions at a 
local level to ensure detainees can access visiting 
support as soon as possible. If you would like to 
get involved please contact Jessica Lousley, 
Training and Membership Coordinator, in the 
AVID office.  
 

Planned extensions to existing detention 
centres 

 
There are expansions to the detention estate 
planned by extending existing detention centres. 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.wessexfm.com/news/dorset-news/1220921/overwhelming-response-to-immigration-detainee-visitor-programme-on-portland/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/jennifer-allsopp/sun-sandand-indefinite-detention
http://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/11043395.More_than_100_at_meeting_to_support_immigration_detainees/?ref=var_0
http://newint.org/blog/2014/03/14/immigration-centres-society/
http://newint.org/blog/2014/03/14/immigration-centres-society/
http://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/11087467.EXCLUSIVE__HMP_The_Verne_to_be_turned_back_in_to_a_prison/?ref=nt
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-26661666


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 126 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

The table below details the latest position on 
these extensions.  
 
IRC  Current 

No. 
Additions New 

capacity  
Status 

Brook 426 22 448 DONE 

C/field  226 50 276 Awaited 

Dover 316 82 398 By end 
March 

Dungavel 217 32 249 DONE 

H/worth 615 44 659 DONE 

Haslar 160 37 197 By End 
March 

 

  
Short Term Holding Facilities Rules: 

commitment given at long last! 
 
With thanks to Lord Avebury, the long awaited 
Short Term Holding Facilities Rules have been 
promised before the summer recess. As you 
know AVID, along with other NGOs and ILPA, has 
been pushing for these rules for many years. We 
submitted a briefing on the issue to Lord Avebury 
earlier this month. He proposed an amendment 
to the immigration Bill, citing our briefing and 
calling for the Rules to be published within 6 
months of the Bill being passed. Instead, an even 
tighter commitment of the Summer Recess was 
given.  
 
This will result in the publication of statutory 
rules governing STHFs - where people can be held 
for up to 7 days - which at present are not 
covered by the Detention Centre Rules (2001).  

 
AVID attends Women on the Move Awards 

 
AVID joined the celebration of the Women on the 
Move Awards, an evening recognising the 
leadership and contributions of migrant and 
refugee women to UK society. Among the women 
awarded for their outstanding and courageous 
work were Lilian Seenoi, who set up the North-
West Migrants Forum; Tatiana Garavito, Director 
of the Latin American Women’s Rights Service 
and Diana Nammi, founder of the Iranian Kurdish 
Women’s Rights Organisation. A.A. Gill and Sue 
Lloyd-Roberts were also awarded for their 
excellent media coverage of the protection needs 
of refugee and migrant women. It was a great 
night to celebrate those whose voices are often 

not heard. For more information about the 
Awards click here. 
 

Do you have any items for next month’s 
Newsletter? If so contact Teresa Lamas at 

avidnews321@gmail.com by 

April 15th 

 
 

News from Members  

 
Gatwick Detainee Welfare Group AGM 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Gatwick 
Detainee Welfare Group will take place on the 1st 
May at the Three Bridges Free Church in Crawley 

(7.30 pm). Bob Dare, a GDWG visitor for 
several years, will be describing what it was 
like when he was held hostage in the Middle 
East and the post-trauma effects it left him 
with.  He will draw parallels with detainees 
who have themselves experienced trauma, 
and consider what they might think of the 
support we provide as visitors. For more 
information contact Nic Eadie: 
neadie@gdwg.org.uk 
 
 

SOAS Detainee Support: Recruiting Board of 
Directors 

 
SOAS Detainee Support is recruiting a Board of 
Directors. Full details in the jobs/volunteering 
section at the end of the newsletter. This is a 
great opportunity to support a proactive, 
developing visitors group at an important time.  
 
 

Haslar Visitors Group receives Community 
Award from the High Sheriff of Hampshire 

 
Many congratulations to Anne Dickinson and the 
team at Haslar Visitors Group who were recently 
awarded a Community Award from the High 
Sheriff of Hampshire. On Saturday 1st March the 
group received the award, testimony to the 
excellent work of this visitors group, which 
celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.  

 
Dean Rockett, the Portsmouth District Awards 
Panel Chair stated: 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://womenonthemoveawards.org.uk/
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“I nominated the Haslar Visitors’ Group for an 
award because they remember the forgotten 
people – some of the most marginalised men and 
women in society – and it seems to me that it 
takes a very special kind of person to volunteer 
for this charity.  At a time when immigration is 
such a salient political issue, the Haslar Visitors’ 
Group reminds us of the human aspect and offers 
friendship to people who really need it.” 
 
 

Detention Update 

 

Quarterly statistics on detention: Oct – Dec 
2013 

 
The Home Office has released its statistics on 
immigration detention in the fourth quarter of 
2013, giving the figures for the full year. During 
the year 2013, 30,423 people entered detention. 
Other statistics of note include: 

 
 Between October and December 2013, 

7,126 people entered detention and 
7,374 left. Of those leaving in that 
quarter, 57% (4,204) were removed from 
the UK. 35% (2,592) were granted 
temporary admission or release, 1% (83) 
were given leave to enter/remain and 6% 
(449) were bailed, 1% (83) were given 
leave to enter/remain and less than 1% 
(42) left for ‘other’ reasons (figures 
rounded by AVID).  

 In the full year January – December 2013, 
30,036 people left detention. Of these, 
16,925 (56%) were removed from the UK. 
44% were therefore released from 
detention back in to the UK community 
(36% were given TA or release, 1% leave 
to enter or remain, 1% other, and 6% 
bail).  

 49% of those leaving detention in 2013 
were asylum detainees.  

 Of those leaving detention in 2013, 62% 
(18,544) were detained for less than 29 
days, 19% (5,628) for between 29 days 
and two months and 13% (3,988) for 
between two and four months. Of the 
1,876 (6%) remaining, 199 had been in 
detention for between one and two years 
and 50 for two years or longer.  

 63 children entered detention in the 
fourth quarter of 2013. Of the 67 children 
leaving detention during this period 25 
were removed from the UK, 40 were 
granted temporary admission or release 
and two were granted Leave to 
Enter/Remain. 

 
You can view the full statistics on the Home 
Office website here. 

 
 

Home Office statistics on children in 
detention released:  January 2014 

 
The statistics for the detention of children in 
January 2014 have been released. A total of 9 
children were held this month, 5 at Tinsley House 
and 4 at Cedars. You can find the statistics on the 
Home Office website here. 

 
Longest ‘lengths of detention’ in 2013 

With thanks to No Deportations 
 

The ten longest recorded lengths of detention as 
at 31st December 2013 were as follows:  
 

• 1,428 days/3.9 years 
• 1,292 days/3.5 years 
• 1,254 days/3.4 years 
• 1,078 Days - 2.9 years 
• 1,064 Days - 2.9 years 
• 1,008 Days - 2.7 years 
• 951 Days 2.6 years 
• 861 Days 2.3 years 
• 845 Days 2.3 years  
• 840 Days 2.3 years 

 
Self-Harm Crisis in 2013 
With thanks to No Deportations 

 

According to Home Office data collated by No 
Deportations under a Freedom of Information 
request, although self-harm attempts in the last 
quarter of 2013 were down, over the year there 
was a record high of 325 attempts requiring 
medical treatment, which represents one 
attempt on average every 27 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-statistics-october-to-december-2013/immigration-statistics-october-to-december-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-immigration-act-powers
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Self Harm Figures for year 2013 (Jan – Dec) 
 

Centre Numbers of 
self harm 
attempts 
requiring 
medical 

treatment 

Numbers on 
formal ‘at risk’ 

register 
(ACDT)  

Brook  84 439 

Campsfield  8  123 

Colnbrook  20 391 

Dover 34 130 

Dungavel 3 109 

H/Worth  34 394 

Haslar 10 46 

Morton Hall 39 186 

Tinsley  17 165 

Yarl’s Wood 74 358 

Larne 0 2 

Pennine 1 12 

Cedars 1 24 

TOTAL 325 2379  

 
 

Prison and Probation Ombudsman: 
Detention centres need better emergency 

medical response 
 
Nigel Newcomen, the Prisons and Probation 
Ombudsman (PPO), has published a learning 
lessons bulletin “PPO Investigations Issue 2: 
Immigration Removal Centres” which highlights 
that detention centres need to improve their 
response to medical emergencies. The 
investigation focused on the circumstances of 
deaths in detention, to assess and identify 
problems and improve safety. The report raises 
concerns about medical emergency response in 
detention and recommends that the Home Office 
should implement a standardised emergency 
code system in every IRC, that every IRC should 
be equipped with working medical emergency 
equipment, and that all IRCs should have staff 
sufficiently trained in healthcare and 

administering CPR. You can read the full report 
here. 
 

National Preventive Mechanism (monitoring 
places of detention) annual report  

 
The UK’s National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) -
- established in 2009 as a requirement of the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or degrading 
treatment (OPCAT)  - has released its 2013 
report. The NPM consists of various statutory 
monitoring bodies including HMIP and IMBs. 
Commenting on the monitoring of overseas 
escorts, the report raises concerns that ‘not 
enough was done to reduce stress for detainees, 
and there was disproportionate use of force and 
restraint’.  There were instances of 
unprofessional behaviour and use of offensive 
language. You can access the full report here.  

 

News, Publications, Reports 

 

G4S guards face charges over Jimmy 
Mubenga’s death 

 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has finally 
decided to prosecute the three G4S guards 
responsible for Jimmy Mubenga’s death with 
manslaughter. Jimmy died after being restrained 
by the guards on a plane to Congo. Last year, an 
inquest jury recorded a verdict of unlawful killing, 
finding that the guards “were using unreasonable 
force and acting in an unlawful manner” when 
they restrained Mubenga. Nonetheless, the CPS 
had not decided to bring charges against the 
guards until now, three years after his death. 
Read BBC coverage here and The Guardian’s 
here. 
 

 
Media picks up on Alois Dvorzac case: 84 

year old died in UK detention  
 

Channel 4 broadcast the story of Alois Dvorzac, 
the 84-year-old Canadian who was detained at 
Harmondsworth IRC and died while handcuffed. 
The doctor who examined him weeks before his 
death felt he should not be there and tried to 
alert the Home Office. She stated: “I felt as if 
nothing I said or did made any difference. There is 
a lack of humanity, a lack of common sense”. 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.ppo.gov.uk/docs/LLB_Cross_Office_IRC__final_web.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/hmi-prisons/preventive-mechanism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-26665039
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/20/jimmy-mubenga-death-three-g4s-guards-charged-manslaughter


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 126 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

Former Chief inspector of Prisons Lord David 
Ramsbotham, AVID’s patron said in parliament 
that the “UK should be ashamed” referring to the 
case. Keith Vaz, Chair of the Home Affairs 
Committee, has called for a full inquiry. Watch 
Channel 4 News coverage here and here.   
 
 

Provider of advice services to asylum 
seekers and refugees: national changes 

 
Migrant Helpline has been selected by the Home 
Office to deliver independent advice and 
guidance about the asylum process to asylum 
seekers and their dependents throughout the UK 
from 1 April 2014. This was previously delivered 
by a coalition including Refugee Council and 
Scottish Refugee Council. The Refugee Council 
will operate a Children's Panel (in England only) 
to support unaccompanied children seeking 
asylum from this date. Migrant Helpline’s services 
will be replacing existing one-stop shop and 
wrap-around services. Read the announcement 
here. 

 
Lib Dems vote on new set of policy positions 

including ending indefinite detention 
 
7-9 March, the Liberal Democrats voted on a new 
set of policy positions on migration at their spring 
conference in York. This included a proposal to 
end indefinite detention in the UK. The policies 
agreed at the conference form the basis of the 
policy manifesto for the election 2015.  
  
The paper “Making Migration Work for Britain” 
which includes the proposal to end indefinite 
detention in the UK can be found here.  
 

Home Affairs Committee publishes latest 
report on the work of the Immigration 

Directorates 
 

The Home Affairs Committee has published its 
latest reports on the work of the new 
Immigration Directorates in the period April to 
September 2013. In relation to detention, the 
HAC asked for further clarification on Rule 35, 
highlighting that of 431 reports made in the third 
quarter of 2013, only 9% were released. The 
report also highlights a rise in failed removals. 
You can access the HAC report in full here.  

 

All UKBA materials moved to gov.uk, the 
new government website  

 
As part of the move to a new one stop site for all 
government departments, the Immigration 
Directorates (formerly UKBA) have moved their 
website to gov.uk. At this site, you can access all 
the Home Office’s policies, announcements, 
publications, statistics and consultations, 
including all of the detention policies and 
procedures.  
 

Law and Policy 

 
Government response to the Joint 

Committee on Human Rights (JCHR): The 
implications for access to justice of the 

Government's proposals to reform legal aid 27 
February 2014 

The Government has responded to the Joint 
Committee on Human Rights on the 
implications of access to justice of the legal 
aid transformations. The Government has 
agreed that some modifications to the 
proposed residence test are justified, and 
outlines the following changes:  

• An asylum seeker who is successful in their 
asylum claim will not be required to satisfy the 
residence test until 12 months after their 
claim for asylum was made, or until their 
claim for asylum was determined (whichever 
occurs later). The effect will be to ensure that 
an asylum seeker who is successful in their 
asylum claim would be either exempt from 
the residence test, or be able to accrue 
sufficient previous lawful residence to satisfy 
the second limb of the test for any civil legal 
aid applications. 

• Similarly, other categories of refugee who 
never make a claim for asylum in the UK, but 
are resettled or transferred here would not be 
required to satisfy the residence test until 12 
months after they arrive in the country (after 
which point they would have been able to 
accrue sufficient lawful residence to satisfy 
the test). 
 

The Government will not be taking forward the 
recommendation of the JCHR to provide a 
general exception for those who lack mental 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.channel4.com/news/left-to-die-in-british-detention-who-was-alois-dvorzac
http://www.channel4.com/news/uk-should-be-ashamed-alois-dvorzac-ramsbotham-harmondsworth-handcuffs-death-canada-slovenia
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/advice-services-for-asylum-seekers-and-refugees-contract-change
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/4138/attachments/original/1392840151/116_-_Making_Migration_Work_for_Britain.pdf?1392840151
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/140321-immig-dir-rpt-pubn/
http://www.gov.uk/
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capacity and are unable to litigate under the rules 
of the court. To read the response in full click 
here. 

 

 

Unlawful detention of a Greek national 
Dimitris Tsavdaris v Home Office [2014] EWHC 

440 (QB)  

Lang, J found the detention of a Greek national to 
have been unlawful for some months after a 
refusal to revoke a detention order failed to take 
into account the 2006 European Economic Area 
(EEA) regulations. These regulations allow his 
removal only on ‘imperative grounds’ of public 
security. The Administrative Court concluded that 
Greek national was “falsely imprisoned by being 
unlawfully detained in immigration detention 
between 1st July and 4th December 2006.” 

 
Refugee Action  brings legal challenge to  
asylum support rates at the High Court 

 
Refugee Action brought a legal challenge on 
asylum support rates to the High court. RA, along 
with other NGOs, argue that the amount paid to 
destitute asylum seekers is unlawful because it is 
insufficient to meet their essential living needs or 
to provide a dignified standard of living. A 
judgement will be given in a few months. In the 
meantime you can read a briefing from Refugee 
Action here. You can also join their campaign 
here. 
 

High Court rejects challenge to legal aid: 
Judicial Review on prisoner’s access to legal 

aid 
 
The Howard League for Penal Reform and the 
Prisoners’ Advice Service took an application for a 
judicial review of the government decision to cut 
legal aid for prisoners to the High Court. The 
Justice Secretary said the decision to cut legal aid 
to prisoners was a matter of ‘political judgement’ 
even if inmates suffered “serious adverse 
effects”.  Although the application was dismissed, 
the charities said they would bring the case to 
the Court of Appeal. Read coverage in Third 
Sector news here and by the Guardian here.  

 
 

UKBA operational guidelines - Syria 
 
UKBA has produced a document that provides 
Home Office’ caseworkers with guidance to 
manage the most common types of claims 
received from nationals/residents of Syria. The 
document includes information about asylum 
claims, humanitarian protection and 
discretionary leave. To access the document, click 
here. 
 
 

 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Transfer of detainees from detention to 
hospital under Mental Health Act 

HC Deb, 26 February 2014, c344W 

 
Sarah Teather MP (Brent Central, Lib Dem) asked 
how many detainees have been sectioned under 
the Mental Health Act in the last 5 years. James 
Brokenshire (Con) answered that “Figures on 
people leaving detention, by all reasons for 
leaving, are available from 2010,” and provided 
the following table:  

 
People leaving detention, sectioned under the Mental Health Act 
by place of last detention, 2010 to September 2013 

  
Total 
Detainees 

Colnbrook IRC 
Harmondsworth 
IRC 

Yarl's 
Wood 
IRC 

Other 
IRC/STHF 

2010 20 5 6 0 9 

2011 8 2 4 0 2 

2012
1
 19 4 7 1 7 

January to September 2013
1
 10 0 0 3 7 

 

 
 

Use of restraints 
HL Deb, 26 February 2014, c266W 

 
Baroness Stern (Crossbench) asked what action 
they have taken about the use of restraints at 
Harmondsworth IRC in light of the report by 
HMIP which highlights the death of an elderly 
man while in restraints. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
(Con) replied that the unnecessary use of 
restraint was ‘unacceptable’ and an investigation 
had taken place  “a number of changes have 
been made to ensure proper risk assessments are 
carried out (by contractors) in a timely way. Firm 
instructions have been issued making clear that 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/285666/8821-government-response-to-jchr.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/285666/8821-government-response-to-jchr.pdf
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2014/440.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2014/440.html
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/assets/0000/9438/Asylum_support_rates_legal_challenge_Refugee_Action_external_briefing_Feb_2014.pdf
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/policy_campaigning/campaigns/1094_bring_back_dignity_to_our_asylum_support_system
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/news/1285543/
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2014/mar/17/high-court-rejects-challenge-legal-aid
http://www.refworld.org/docid/530b11374.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140226/text/140226w0001.htm#140226w0001.htm_wqn16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IRC
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140226w0001.htm#wa_st_30
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restraint should only happen where absolutely 
necessary.” He added that in the case of the 84 
man who died handcuffed, use of restraint was 
“completely unjustified” and that “the 
independent Prisons and Probation Ombudsman 
is investigating the circumstances of the death.” 
 

Children separated from parents: 
deportation 

HL Deb, 3 March 2014, c286W 

 
Lord Lylton (Crossbench) asked the number of 
children separated by their parents as a result of 
deportation in the last three years. Lord Taylor 
of Holbeach (Con) replied that this information 
is not held centrally.   
 

Age assessment in immigration detention 
HC Deb, 4 March 2014, c738W 

 

Julian Huppert MP (Cambridge, Liberal 
Democrat) asked a range of questions about the 
detention of people subject to age assessment, 
including how many were found to be children 
and the length of time detained. James 
Brokenshire (Con) replied that the policy is ‘we 
do not detain people for the purpose of 
undertaking an age assessment. Where there is 
doubt about whether an individual is an adult, 
they would be released into the care of a local 
authority for an age assessment”. He referenced 
the DSO on ‘care and management of age 
dispute cases in the detention estate’ and was 
unable to answer the remaining questions on 
length of time held, as it is not routinely 
recorded.  
 

Syrians held in immigration detention 
HL Deb, 4 March 2014, c301W 

 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Lib Dem) asked how 
many Syrians refused asylum in the United 
Kingdom in 2013 are (1) not in the United 
Kingdom following a forced removal, (2) not in 
the United Kingdom following a voluntary 
removal, (3) in a detention removal centre, and 
(4) remain in the country but not in detention. 
The response from Lord Taylor of Holbeach was 
(1)24 (2) so low that publishing the number 
would compromise data protection (3)20 and (4) 
When an asylum claim has been refused, all 
applicants are encouraged to return voluntarily 
to their country of origin. The Department 

cannot therefore provide reliable data in answer 
to this part of the question.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women in detention claiming asylum as 
victim of rape or torture 
HL Deb, 6 March 2014, c325W 

 
Baroness Hussein-Ece (Lib Dem) asked what the 
average length of time a women claiming asylum 
as victim of rape or torture spends in 
immigration detention, and what consideration 
governs such detention. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
(Con) replied that figures of women who apply 
for asylum claiming they have been raped or 
tortured are not centrally held by Home Office’s 
Central Information Database. However, he 
stated that Home Office only detains individuals 
from whom there is evidence they have been 
tortured in “very exceptional circumstances”.  
 

Rule 35: Torture survivors in detention 
HC Deb, 12 March 2014, c269W 

 
Richard Fuller MP (Bedford, Con) asked how 
many of those detained at any of the IRCs were 
found to be torture survivors and how many 
were released as a consequence. And how many 
detainees at Yarl’s Wood IRC were subject of 
Rule 35 report in the last 12 months. James 
Brokenshire (Con) provided a table which details 
the number of Rule 35 reports in Yarl’s Wood 
and other IRCs. You can access it using the link 
above. It does not detail the numbers released, 
as this would apparently incur ‘disproportionate 
cost’.  
 

DRC nationals in detention  
HL Deb, 11 March 2014, c371W 

 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Lib Dem) asked how 
many nationals of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo are currently held in immigration 
detention. Lord Taylor of Holbeach replied that 
at year end 2013 there were 15 in detention, 
and as at 24 February there were 18.  
 

Policy on returns to Somalia 
HC Deb, 13 March 2014, 328W 

  

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140311w0001.htm#wa_st_42
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Sarah Teather MP (Lib Dem) asked what the 
government’s policy on returns to Somalia. The 
response from James Brokenshire was that “Our 
aim is for those people who have no legal basis of 
stay in the UK to leave voluntarily and we may 
offer an assistance package to help them re-
integrate into their home country. For those who 
choose not to do so, it becomes necessary to 
enforce their departure. 

The Home Office will only enforce the return of 
individuals who they, and the courts, are satisfied 
are not in need of international protection and 
who do not elect to leave voluntarily. 

All asylum claims, including those from Somali 
nationals, are carefully considered on their 
individual merits in accordance with the 1951 
United Nations convention relating to the status 
of refugees and the European convention on 
human rights against the background of the 
latest country information and relevant case 
law” 
 

Improvements in Colnbrook IRC 
HC Deb, 13 March 2014, c327W 

 
Sarah Teather MP (Brent Central, Lib Dem) 
asked what steps have been taken in response to 
the Report of an unannounced inspection of 
Colnbrook IRC by HMIP. James Brokershire (Con) 
replied that a service improvement plan is 
produced to address each recommendation 
made by the HMIP. He said that 
“Recommendation 5.1, that detainees held in the 
First Night Last Night Unit (FNLNU) should have 
access to an open and full regime in a clean and 
properly ventilated environment, was accepted 
in part. Improvements to access the full centre 
regime and increased ventilation are limited by 
the building design and could be addressed only 
at considerable cost.” He added that “Point 5.66 
that detainees should be given a bail application 
form during their induction interviews is no 
longer part of the Home Office induction 
procedures. Detainees are signposted to IRC 
Libraries, legal advice surgeries and welfare 
officers for advice and forms to make a bail 
application.” 
 
 

Training  

 

Training opportunity: Centre for the Study 
of Emotion and Law 

 
In response to huge demand for places on their 
April training seminar, CSEL will be running their 
popular training again on 21 May in central 
London (venue TBC). Places may book up quickly 
again so get in touch with them if you would like 
a place.  

  
Psychology, Credibility & Memory in Asylum 

Support Work 

Central London, Wednesday 21 May, 1-4pm 

Cost: Free for NGO / voluntary sector workers / 
volunteers 

 
You know that memory causes 
problems for people trying to make a case for 
asylum – but do you know how? 

You know that inconsistencies are 
not necessarily evidence of fabrication – but can 
you explain why? 

You know there are many reasons 
for difficulties disclosing traumatic experiences – 
but can you back this up with scientific evidence? 

  
If you work with asylum seekers, you know that 
scientific evidence is key to understanding 
credibility issues - it can also improve the 
effectiveness of support & solidarity work. CSEL’s 
half-day training in science, memory and 
credibility will help you understand how the 
science of memory explains the difficulties many 
people experience in claiming asylum, and how 
to use scientific evidence to help traumatised 
women and men seeking sanctuary. 

  
Booking essential. To book, or for more 
information, email: c.cochrane@csel.org.uk   
 

Jobs and Volunteering 

 
UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group 

(UKLGIG) seeks Executive Director 
 
The UKLGIG is seeking an Executive Director on 
either a full time or part time basis. The post is 
advertised at £30,000 - £35,000 according to 
skills and experience. The closing day is March 
31st. For further details click here.  
 

http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/text/140313w0002.htm#140313w0002.htm_wqn70
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Asylum Welcome – Volunteer-run Advice 
Service Coordinator 

 
The post opened is for a coordinator of their 
Volunteer-run Adult Advice Service. The role 
requires a person who can run, manage and 
support volunteers to provide direct services to 
asylum seekers. It is £28,500 per annum. Closing 
date is April 7th. Access full details here.  
 

Two vacancies at Medical Justice  
 

Medical Justice are recruiting for two posts. The 
Reearch and Policy worker will produce research 
on the impact of immigration detention on 
detainees. This is a full time post at £28,922 incl. 
London Weighing. Closing date is April 22nd. 
Access full details click here. The caseworker post 
is a full time position at £23,188, the purpose is 
to assist detainees, ensure they access health 
care and obtaining medical evidence to help 
them with their cases. For full details, click here.  

 
SOAS (Student) Detainee Support Group 

recruiting for Board of Directors 
 

Calling dedicated individuals with a broad range 
of experiences and expertise to support the work 
of a small initiative working in solidarity with 
detained migrants. 
 
Deadline: April 10th 2014 
 
SOAS Detainee Support (SDS) is an organisation 
founded in 2005 that aims to reduce isolation 
through visits to empower detainees and to 
campaign for an end to the use of immigration 
controls especially the use of immigration 
detention. 
 
SDS comprises dozens of current members 
presently visiting detainees in detention, over a 
hundred members trained over the last year and 
remains in contact with hundreds of previously 
active members, many of whom have pursued 
further work within the migration area. SDS has a 
single paid part-time coordinator and a small 
working executive team, although all decisions 
regarding SDS are made consensually between all 
active members. 
 
In April 2014 SOAS Detainee Support Group (SDS) 
will be re-naming itself Student Detainee Support 

Group, and registering as a Company Limited by 
Guarantee. The group is looking to recruit a 
minimum of three and a maximum of seven 
individuals to make up a Board of Directors. This 
Board would support, oversee and direct the 
work of the group, with a view to advancing the 
strategic functioning and development of the 
organisation. 
 
The standard term for each post will be two 
years, though at least one post will be for an 
initial period of one year to allow for rotational 
continuity between re-elections. All Directors will 
be elected to open seats, with an internal 
allocation process for the roles of Secretary 
and Treasurer after election. 
 
Individuals with experience of leading a company 
at CEO/Assistant Director level, of fundraising in 
the charity sector, members of the SOAS Student 
Union, and those with hands-on experience of 
immigration detention and/or of visiting 
detention are particularly encouraged to apply. 
The Board of Directors will meet on a quarterly 
basis, but individual members will be contacted 
for consultation on their area of expertise when 
this knowledge may be of benefit to the 
organisation. Board members will also be 
officially and publicly registered as company 
directors. 
 
New directors will be voted in during the SDS 
AGM on 30th April 2014. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of 
the Board of Directors, please read the SDS 
mission statement as well as previous reports 
and other information on the SDS webpage 
before sending your CV and a motivational cover 
letter of around 500 words to 
soas_detainee_support@riseup.net by 10th April 
2014. 
 
Further details about the Board can be found 
here. Any queries should be sent to 
soas_detainee_support@riseup.net. 
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