
Theresa May recently stated that ‘Labour 

and the Lib Dems will have to explain why 

they value the rights of terrorists and crimi-

nals more than the rights of the rest of us.’ 

Many worry that she finds the concept of 

access to justice for all so problematic, 

and argue that rights are there to be re-

spected, that they exist for all, and a two-

tier system of rights seems to defy logic.  

There appears to be a ratcheting up of the 

idea of ‘them’ and ‘us’, with ‘them’ being 

outsiders, foreigners, asylum seekers and 

ex-criminals. But what happens when soci-

ety creates a system which is inherently 

unfair to some? Creating a hostile environ-

ment for some is corrosive for all.  

Taking as an example the proposed 

‘residence test’, whereby without having 

resided in the UK for 12 months’ lawfully, 

you will not qualify for legal aid. Some 

exemptions have now been secured since 

the first reading of the Bill, including deten-

tion cases and victims of domestic vio-

lence, but many will still find themselves 

without legal representation. The families 

of Jean Charles de Menezes (the inno-

cent student shot dead by the police on 

London Underground), Baha Mousa (the 

Iraqi man who died whilst in British Army 

custody in Iraq) and Binyam Mohamed 

(tortured and held in Guantanamo Bay) 

would all fail to qualify for legal aid, as 

would the victims of sexual abuse at 

Yarl’s Wood, so recently in the news.   

The Bill proposes to cut the number of 

appealable decisions from 17 to four. As 

large percentages of initial decisions are 

overturned at the appeal stages, reduc-

ing appeal rights is of grave concern and 

will increase reliance on judicial review 

claims. However, this is also dealt with in 

the Bill, as the initial stages of judicial 

review claims will no longer be covered 

by legal aid. But many argue that remov-

ing access to justice is not the solution, 

and believe that if the Home Office were 

better equipped and trained to deal with 

complex asylum and immigration cases, 

there would be less need to resort to 

judicial review. Restricting access to the 

courts may in some ways be a simpler 

solution, but even the government’s own 

legal representatives (Treasury Solici-

tors) are urging the abandonment of 

these provisions.  

The Bill will restrict repeat applications for 

bail, despite the fact that a person’s liberty 

is at stake. The EU enacted the Returns 

Directive in 2008, limiting immigration 

detention to 18 months. The UK derogat-

ed from this, maintaining their power to 

detain without time limit, and so we saw 

the case in the UK only last year of a So-

mali national having remained in immigra-

tion detention for nine years. 

The Bill also seeks to prevent those with-

out lawful leave from renting private prop-

erty, with landlords facing fines for allow-

ing them to do so.  There are already ac-

counts of estate agents refusing to show 

properties to prospective tenants from 

ethnic minorities. The Bill seeks to control 

access to the NHS, right to hold a bank 

account; and right to hold a driving li-

cence.  Some accuse the Bill of seeking to 

make proxy UK Border Force staff, where 

landlords, chemists, doctors, nurses, 

DVLA staff and bank staff have to assess 

the immigration status of those they come 

into contact with, rendering the proposals 

unworkable. 

Naturally the vulnerable do not simply 

disappear if you remove their access to 

justice, housing and bank accounts, the 

long-term economic argument is undeter-

mined. It seems apparent that there is a 

comprehensive hardening of immigration 

policy among the mainstream political 

parties, with the Bill the latest measure to 

create the ’hostile environment’ for mi-

grants that Theresa May has spoken 

openly about. Arguably the Bill is going to 

affect us all. Not them and us, but all of 

us. 

Naomi Blackwell 

The Immigration Bill: two tier justice? 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 
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Transforming Legal Aid: A lobbying success! 

In April of this year, access to 

legal aid for immigration cases was 

greatly restricted with the introduction 

of LASPO (Legal Aid Sentencing and 

Punishment of Offenders Act). For 

example, LASPO removed legal aid 

for Article 8 claims based on right to 

family life. This affected many people 

in detention with families and children 

in the UK. However, almost immedi-

ately a whole new set of proposals 

were announced in ‘Transforming 

Legal Aid’, a Ministry of Justice con-

sultation. This proposed a further set 

of changes which would have a se-

vere impact on people in detention – 

in effect excluding most people in 

detention from access to any free 

legal advice.  

One of the key proposals was a 

12 month residency test for eligibility 

for legal aid, requiring someone to be 

legally resident in the UK on a contin-

uous basis for at least 12 months to 

be eligible for legal aid. This provision 

would have excluded almost every-

one in detention from being eligible 

for legal aid, as people are detained 

because they do not have legal resi-

dency in the UK.  

Bail and fresh asylum claims 

would also have been excluded un-

der the proposals, and legal aid fund-

ing for Judicial Reviews would have 

been extremely limited. Judicial Re-

views are an area of law called 

‘Public Law’, whereby the govern-

ment or public bodies can be taken to 

court if they break the law. For people 

in detention, it is through public law 

that challenges can be made to the 

lawfulness of people’s detention: for 

example, the detention of torture 

survivors or people with serious 

mental health problems can be 

challenged through Judicial Review 

The announcement of 

‘Transforming Legal Aid’ triggered 

lobbying and campaigning efforts 

across the sector. GDWG worked 

as part of the ‘Detention Forum’, an 

umbrella organisation of various 

groups working with people in immi-

gration detention, to lobby strategi-

cally around the proposals. Many 

GDWG volunteers responded to our 

request to write to their MPs in rela-

tion to the proposals. Lauren from 

the office met with Caroline Lucas 

MP, who agreed to support the 

campaign against the proposals and 

asked several parliamentary ques-

tions on the issue. And a group of 

GDWG staff and volunteers attend-

ed a rally to celebrate 64 years of 

Legal Aid on 30th July, listening to 

speakers including Raphael Rowe of 

the M25 Three, who was acquitted 

as a result of legal aid; Shami 

Chakrabati of Liberty; and Sadiq 

Khan MP. 

 

After this whirlwind of activity, on 

5th September there was some unex-

pected good news – the Ministry of 

Justice announced a u-turn on sever-

al of the proposals. In the new con-

sultation paper, cases "broadly relat-

ed to an individual's liberty" will be 

exempt from the residence test, in-

cluding challenges to immigration 

detention. The majority of people in 

detention will still be eligible for legal 

aid to challenge their detention 

through bail or Unlawful Detention 

claims, and fresh asylum claims will 

also still be covered. There is still 

work to be done – for example, pro-

posals to limit legal aid for Judicial 

Reviews remain largely unchanged, 

and GDWG will continue with other 

organisations to lobby on this. How-

ever, this is still an incredible 

victory in very unpromising cir-

cumstances, and shows what 

can be achieved by tenacious 

lobbying and strong arguments. 

Many thanks to all volunteers 

who supported our efforts to 

ensure people in detention 

have access to justice. 

Lauren Cape-Davenhill 
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HMIP report on Brook House—’A mixed picture’ 

 Between 28th May - 7th June 

2013 HMIP made an unan-

nounced inspection of Brook 

House. The inspection covered 

Safety, Respect, Activities and 

Preparations for Removal and 

Release. Most of the areas were 

reported as being “reasonably 

good “apart from preparations 

for removal and release which 

was “not sufficiently good”. 

The report found the detainees 

were subject to “unnecessary 

night time transfers” and that 

some security arrangements 

were “disproportionate” that 

some  Overseas escort staff 

“crowded detainees, used 

physical compulsion unneces-

sarily, and in one case a de-

tainee was threatened with 

rough treatment by receiving 

authorities.” The HMIP recom-

mended that overseas es-

corts should remain polite 

and professional and not be 

intimidating or threatening 

towards detainees and that 

assessment of risk should 

determine use of physical re-

straint or force. 

 The report states that the use 

of the separation unit has re-

duced since last inspection and 

that the introduction of Ewing is 

an improvement.  However 

there were concerns over the   

amount of frustration and des-

pair from detainees and the 

high level of self-harm this trig-

gered. The report mentions 

“fewer detainees than in other 

centres said that they had a 

lawyer or that they received a 

visit from their lawyer” and the 

legal advice surgeries were un-

able to meet demand resulting 

in some detainees being re-

moved before they could seek 

legal advice. The average 

length of stay has reduced but   

some people were still being 

held for “unreasonable peri-

ods” the longest at time of the 

report was 3 years.  

There are more people going 

through the centre, putting 

more pressure on staff.  This 

has resulted in lack of ade-

quate information being given 

to Detainees during induction 

exacerbating frustrations and 

confusion.  

The report noted that attempts 

have been made to soften the 

environment but these were 

lacking and Brook House still 

feels and looks like a prison 

and inadequate ventilation is a 

concern among detainees espe-

cially in the gym. 

 

Access to health care generally 

was found to have improved 

and the waiting lists for appoint-

ments had reduced. A new 

mental health nurse has been 

employed to see detainees who 

required extra support, but 

there are still no professional 

counsellors available. 

The report noted that relations 

between staff in the Centre and 

detainees had improved and 

that some good work was 

being done by the welfare 

officer but this did not meet 

the high demand.  They sug-

gested that “A sufficient and 

widely advertised welfare 

and resettlement service 

should be delivered seven 

days a week, providing sys-

tematic assessment and 

support for detainees.”  

Overall from reading the re-

port the generally feeling is 

that conditions are improving 

in Brook but there are still areas 

that need work however com-

pared to HMIPs last unan-

nounced inspections the results 

are considerably better. 

To read the full report please 

see the link on our website. 

Sarah Pailthorpe 
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Bishop of Croydon, Jonathan Clark, visits 

GDWG and Brook House 
The Bishop of Croydon came to the GDWG 

office to meet volunteers and ex-

detainees. He visited a detainee and went 

on a tour of the Centre. Afterwards, he 

recorded his thoughts about the experi-

ence in a blog… 

Today I’ve visited Brook House, an 
IRC built on the same pattern as a 
Category B prison. For all that the 
management are trying to make it 
feel a bit more relaxed, there’s only 
so much you can do with a building 
which has classic H block prison 
wings. The fact that the residents 
are locked into their rooms (cells) 
for twelve hours each night is a bit 
of a clue too. As one of the current 
detainees explained to me, passion-
ately, one of the big differences 
between an IRC and a prison is this 
– in prison you know when you’re 
going to be released. Detention is 
indefinite, and sometimes very long 
– years, maybe. And, strangely, 
we’re all very happy about it – we 
meaning the freedom-loving British 
public. To repeat, these are not 
people who are being held for com-
mitting a crime. The way we treat 

the people who end up in IRCs is 
really only explicable (I think) as an 
example of scapegoating, in the 
way it’s explained by Rene Girard – 
a society unconsciously loads its 
own tensions onto a specific 
group, whose expulsion would re-
store peace and order. But be-
cause a rational analysis would 
soon demonstrate that this wasn’t 
actually true, the scapegoating has 
to remain unconscious. Its pres-
ence is revealed by the increasingly 
bizarre and unrealistic justifica-
tions which are urged for perse-
cuting the selected group, which 
depart further and further from 
reality. Recognise that, anyone? 
Today I’ve been the guest of the 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group. 
I was also privileged to meet sever-
al people still going through the 
asylum system, and to see the dig-
nity with which they deal with the 
humiliations our system loads on 
them. The GDWG provide support, 
and give hope to many people who 
otherwise would have no-one to 

befriend them. I am hugely im-
pressed by the dedication and pro-
fessionalism of the people I met. 
The staff and volunteers of GDWG 
demonstrate that scapegoating is 
not inevitable. Girard argues that 
Jesus’ resurrection ends that cycle; 
whether or not they think of them-
selves in that way, I saw today, 
among the despair of Brook House, 
also the resurrection hope of a new 
way of living. 

As does Miriam Margolyes! 
Miriam Margolyes came to the 

office to meet volunteers, and 

gave us a huge boost with her 

very positive response to our 

work. Miriam expressed her 

support for refugees and was 

keen to find out more about the 

realities of indefinite detention 

through a visit to the Centre to 

meet an Iranian detainee. After-

wards, she wrote to the office 

that it had been an important 

day for her and that she was 

inspired to commit to 

our cause. We now 

appear on her web-

site as one of the 

charities she sup-

ports and we look 

forward to working 

with Miriam in the 

future. Thank you, 

Miriam! 



Page 5 info@gdwg.org.uk 

01293 657070 

GDWG volunteers, children from 

a Crawley junior school, detain-

ees and ex-detainees have been 

hard at work sewing a banner for 

the charity that will be on display 

in Crawley as part of celebra-

tions for Refugee Week in 2014.  

Contact Anna at the office if you 

would like to join the workshops 

or if you know an organisation 

that might be interested in sew-

ing their logo on to the border of 

the banner in a workshop on 

Saturday 26th April in Crawley. 

The banner expresses the jour-

neys made by detainees and the 

hand of welcome offered to 

them by GDWG visitors. Thanks 

to everyone who has come to 

sew both for their creative en-

ergy and for the personal sto-

ries they have shared. This has 

been an opportunity to share 

visiting experiences and GDWG 

thanks everyone who has par-

ticipated. 

GDWG initiate 

banner project 

for Refugee 

Week 2014 

GDWG news 

 Since our last newsletter, we 

have taken on a new mem-

ber of staff—Naomi Black-

well. She came to us from 

Brighton Housing Trust Immi-

gration Legal Service, where 

she worked as an immigra-

tion legal advisor. Naomi 

currently works three days a 

week, Wednesday to Friday.  

 GDWG are running two men-

tal health training sessions 

for our volunteer visitors 

over the next couple of 

months. The first will take 

place on the evening of the 

12th December, and the 

second will be run by Free-

dom From Torture, and will 

take place  on the morning 

of the 15th January. Please 

contact the office for further 

details. 

 The office will remain open 

over the Christmas period, 

aside from the bank holi-

days.  
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Volunteers’ pages 

Chris was drawn to GDWG by 

the life experiences of his fa-

ther who was an immigrant 

from Wales and spent his 

school days fighting those who 

attempted to humiliate and 

exclude him. Having uprooted 

his family from Wales where 

there was no work in the pits, 

Chris’s father faced 

living away from his 

family and his roots. 

Chris vividly remem-

bers the anger. In his 

own life, Chris de-

scribes ‘hippy years’, 

his discovery that be-

coming a carpenter 

meant that through 

practical interventions 

he could transform 

people’s lives and lat-

terly, the challenges 

of bereavement and 

being a single parent. In his 

words, GDWG is a joy because 

it brings volunteers together 

who counter bigotry and do 

not perceive a world full of 

threatening forces! He has a 

radical response to the way 

immigrants are labelled and 

vilified in the press.  

In his visiting, Chris has ap-

plied his down to earth style. 

When the office warned him of 

Meet the volunteer… 

Chris the dangers of becoming 

over involved in the personal 

circumstances of the person 

he was visiting, Chris decided 

to follow his own instincts 

and persevere regardless! 

The result was that he helped 

the detainee he is currently 

visiting to make contact with 

children he has not seen for 

years. This was firstly 

achieved through the Story-

book Dads project that ena-

bled the detainee to make a 

recording of a children’s bible 

story, then edited by the pro-

ject to make a very personal 

gift for a child to feel person-

al contact with their absent 

father. He gained permission 

from Brook House for a pic-

ture of the father to be taken 

and sent to the child. Chris 

has given the detainee pic-

ture postcards every week 

that the detainee has written 

and sent to his child. This 

started with pictures of steam 

trains (from the Bluebell Rail-

way) and London scenes 

(bought at the airport) and 

has progressed to 1930’s and 

abstract art as he has 

searched further afield for a 

supply of images! These post-

cards adorn the child’s wall 

and writing short postcard 

messages has been achievable 

for the detainee 

who may have 

been daunted by 

the idea of writing 

more self-

revealing long 

communications. 

Chris has been 

lucky enough to 

visit detainees 

who support the 

same football 

team as him and 

says that there are 

endless opportunities to talk 

about life through the prism of 

football. Chris expresses pas-

sionately that through our 

hearts we can experience em-

pathy and transform ourselves 

and the world. We feel lucky 

to have Chris as a volunteer. 

Welcome to GDWG, Chris! 

Anna Pincus 
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Volunteers Jane and Caritas 
attended an ex-detainee confer-
ence in London that gave ex de-
tainees a voice and a chance to 
describe their situation and their 
stories.  One detainee described 
how he survived without state sup-
port and was not allowed to work 
for ten years, and many problems 
of shared Section 4 accommoda-
tion.  MP for Brent Central, Sarah 
Teather pleaded with the opera-
tions Director of the company 
which provides S.4 accommoda-
tion, to improve the substandard 
conditions in which ex detainees 
were forced to live. Mike Kaye, 
(from STILL HUMAN STILL HERE 
Coalition)  gave accounts of the 
campaign to end destitution 
amongst failed asylum seekers, of 
whom 25% succeed when they 
take their cases to appeal. Ex-
Detainees requested to be treated 
like 'human beings'. They described 
public hostility whilst queuing up in 
the streets of London in order to 
report and noted stigma attached 
to using the 'Azurecard' which 
made them visible targets for racial 
abuse. The Dover Detainee Visitor 
Group described their work on an 
online database of services and 
support available to ex detainees, 
which will be postcode-
linked. Summing up her feelings 
about the day, Jane wrote ‘The 
meeting was filled with humanity 
and genuine concern and love for 
other human beings. But, the reali-
ties were harsh. We came 
away applauding the value of try-
ing to stand alongside people stuck 
in these impossible situations and 
admiring their strength and deter-
mination to survive. ‘  

GDWG volunteers attend 

ex-detainee conference 

As part of our outreach work, 

GDWG delivers talks in local 

schools to raise awareness about 

asylum, immigration detention and 

our work as a charity. Over the past 

two years, we have built up particu-

larly strong links with Hazelwick in 

Crawley, and in May 2013 delivered 

8 sessions to their Year 9 PHSE 

students, speaking to over 100 stu-

dents. A few days after one of these 

sessions, we received the following 

letter from Casey Ingold, who con-

tacted us to let us know how the 

session had affected him: 

‘Hello my name is Casey 

Ingold.  

I am fourteen years old and 

attend Hazelwick  School. 

I was recently in one of the 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare 

Group’s outreach sessions. 

I would like to tell you how 

the session affected me. 

The first thing is that the 

stories of these poor peo-

ple have touched my heart. 

For many detainees who are held in 

detention their length of detention is 

unknown to them. Personally I think 

this is disgusting because even a 

criminal has the right to know how 

long they will be kept in prison for. 

To be honest it saddened me to 

even think about what they must be 

feeling. 

The session also widened my view 

on the media and the huge part it 

plays in the prejudice surrounding 

asylum seekers and refugees. The 

media plays a significant part in this 

because you hear terms in the media 

like ‘illegal asylum seekers’, which is 

inaccurate – under international law 

everyone has the right the claim asy-

lum and seek refuge in another 

country. This is usually a neighbour-

ing country because a lot of people 

do not rule out going home if their 

situation is resolved. That is another 

prejudice the media creates – that 

asylum seekers want to come and 

steal the jobs and have no intention 

of going home – which is 

untrue. 

In detention these people 

have two things, their 

voices and their hope. “If 

the freedom of speech is 

taken away then dumb 

and silent we may be led, 

like sheep, to the slaugh-

ter”. This quote from 

George Washington ex-

presses that if we lose 

our freedom of speech 

we no longer have a life 

that can be fulfilled. Some detainees 

must feel there is no way out.’ 

We are now working with Casey to 

further develop links between our-

selves and Hazelwick. He has been 

thinking of ways to fundraise for 

GDWG, and is hoping to help us de-

liver a school assembly so we can 

raise awareness amongst more stu-

dents. Thank you very much Casey! 

GDWG Outreach: A letter from a local 

student 
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GDWG would like to thank 

everyone who has sup-

ported, assisted, donated 

to and worked alongside 

us during 2013. We wish 

you a very happy Christ-

mas and New Year. 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 

Website: www.gdwg.org.uk 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group is a 

registered charity, set up in 1995 to offer 

friendship and support to asylum seekers 

and other immigration detainees held in 

detention at Gatwick Airport.  

On a rainy Friday evening some 

of us in the office travelled up to 

London’s Royal Court Theatre to 

see a new play on immigration 

by Rachel Delahay. 

The play is centred on two sto-

ries, Bashir (Fiston Barek pic-

tured on the left) a young Somali

-born teenager who is fighting to 

stay in the UK  where he has  

grown up  and Abiola (Seun 

Shote) a Nigerian trying to get 

back into the UK to be with his 

wife and children.   With a 

strong supporting cast, with 

special note to Calvin Demba 

who played the part of Kola, 

Bashir’s  truculent roommate/ 

friend, Routes  portrays the re-

alities and emotions of  the UK 

immigration system and the 

effect it has on people, as well 

as the human lives behind the 

rhetoric on Immigration. It was 

not an overly political play but 

acted as a window into a world 

most people rarely experience. 

Play review: 

Routes 
Two volunteers were invited to the 

Friary Church in Crawley as repre-

sentatives of GDWG to join the 

Mayor, Councillor Bob Burgess, in a 

service of celebration and commit-

ment.  The service was attended by 

mayors from other boroughs, mem-

bers of the council and representa-

tives of local groups and charities. A 

Filipino choir welcomed the guests 

and Mary Barrett wrote that ‘children 

from St Francis School sang and 

read with sensitivity and exuberance.  

The service was a celebration of di-

versity, the Mayor delighting in the 

many communities represented in 

the Borough.  The children decorat-

ed a Crawley Tree with leaves repre-

senting the thirteen districts of Craw-

ley. At the reception afterwards it 

was a good opportunity to talk about 

GDWG’s work with senior represent-

atives of Crawley and Sussex coun-

cils’. Thanks to Mary and John for 

attending the Service. 

GDWG invited to Civic 

Celebration in Crawley 


