
 

Let’s network 2012 Spring                                                                                                                                                      1 

Let’s Network! 

Spring 2012 

What Happened Mugabe?  
 

Tuesday 21 February saw the start of ZA’s 2012 cultural  
programme of events. A crowd of sixty gathered to watch new 
film: Robert Mugabe: What Happened? at Oxford House in 
London. 
 

Many of those watching had experienced first-hand the events 
pictured in the film. It was a very emotional experience,  
sharing together our common history. 
 

After the film, Simon Bright, director, and a panel commented 
on and discussed the multiple issues and views given from the 
audience. Questions came fast and furious – dozens of them 
– until time ran out and we had to rapidly evacuate the venue.  
 

It was a real learning experience – watching how Robert Mug-
abe has managed to control and divide all competitors and 
opponents over the decades. 
 

The film is showing all over the UK (see ZA website under 
‘Events’). If you want a showing contact the director via the 
film’s Facebook page. 
 
We recommend that you go and see this film in groups or  
arrange community screenings as difficult issues are raised 
and mutual support may be needed. 
 

 

 

March 8th 2012 was a beautiful day, as thousands of Leicester's residents came out to celebrate the 
Queen's jubilee. The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and the Duchess of Cambridge came to Leicester 

on the 1st leg to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 
I felt a rush of excitement and smiled to myself as I thought of singing to the Queen on her Diamond 

Jubilee. 
I had only ever been in the presence of a Royal once before, when Prince Charles visited Zimbabwe in 

1980. 
Never in my wildest dreams had I ever thought I shall be singing to the Queen 32 years later.  "What an 

honour,” I thought.  
I felt highly appreciative of the ZA head office officials and the Leicester drop in coordinators for orga-
nizing such a very efficient choir. I was deeply impressed and grateful for the interest in the choir and its 

perfomance. 
Men dressed in blue ZA t-shirts, black trousers and black shoes, women dressed in red berets, ZA t-

shirts, black skirts and black shoes. We all looked smart and fitted as if we were poured into the attire. 
  
However, I could not help, but watch the proceedings through grief stricken eyes as a sad reality sat at 
the back of my mind. I never thought I would flee from my own country, out of greed and dictatorship of 

a leader. 
It’s my sincere prayer that fellow Zimbabweans in my situation and I get granted Asylum and be able to 

live normal lives. Long live the Queen!  
By Mwana Wevu 

ZA and ZAS members sing 
before the Queen   

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations begin in Leicester! 

Buckingham  
Palace praises 

Leicester: 
 
‘Can we thank the 
city of Leicester for 
the most extraordi-
nary welcome. It 
surpassed our wild-
est expectations. 
We couldn't have 
hoped for a warmer, 

more heartfelt  
reception from the 
people of Leicester 
and the royal party 
was hugely touched 
by the spirit of the 
crowds. What an 
incredible way to 
start the Diamond 
Jubilee – thank you 

Leicester’  

Above: The Queen arrives at 
Leicester train station;  meet-

ing the people  

Feedback: 
One viewer was impressed by the 
film’s depth and breadth of information 
and it made her relive her experience; 
it had a strong emotional impact. The 
film illustrated the multiracial character 
of the early years of the nationalist 

struggle –  
 

I thought it was a great event 
 
Lovely event—a success and a great 

beginning  (to the cultural programme) 

Like Zimbabwe 
Association on 
Facebook and Join 
in our debates 
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Join  
FIRST THEY CAME FOR THE 
ASYLUM SEEKER 
 

March 8, 2012 — A must-read article 

Written by John Grayson 
 

Asylum seekers were the guinea pigs for all kinds of 
brutal and unacceptable policies that are now begin-

ning to be applied more widely. 
Private security firms are in the news – a national 
contract worth £3.5 billion is being rolled out to priva-
tise police functions. Eight public prisons are being 
market tested with future private contracts worth 
£2.5 billion. The largest security company in the 
world, G4S*, figures in all these developments. G4S 
and two other security companies are also set to 
take over asylum-seeker housing, privatising the last 
‘humanitarian’ public housing for those fleeing perse-
cution. But this is only the latest evidence of asylum 
seekers being used as ‘guinea pigs’ to test unsa-
voury policies in such areas as welfare reform, legal 

aid and now housing. 
The full article found at: 
http://www.irr.org.uk/news/first-they-came-for-the-

asylum-seeker/  
Issues covered include:  
Outsourcing Punishment, Detention and State  
Violence;  Asylum Housing as House Arrest ; 
Sheer power of the European Private Security 
 Industry 
 
The Average cost of detention is more expensive 

than the cost of keeping someone in prison. 
 
A petition against G4S taking over asylum housing 
presented to the full Sheffield city council meeting on 

1 February was applauded by the whole council.  
As one Zimbabwean asylum seeker in Sheffield 
declared, ‘I do not want a prison guard as my land-

lord’.  
*In 2010 there were a record 773 complaints lodged 
against G4S by detainees including forty-eight 

claims of assault. 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and download a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

 

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

A Unique Campaigner  
for Asylum Seekers  
 Gill Butler 1942-2012  

 
Gill Butler was a dedicated campaigner for the 
rights of asylum seekers and against the injustices 
of the asylum system. A trained, specialist nurse 
until she retired, she brought this knowledge to bear 
in her work as both Chair of Yarl's Wood Befriend-
ers and as a member of Medical Justice, signifi-
cantly developing both organisations for the better 
in the process. In 2007, she was the first individual 
winner of the Una Padel award for her contribution 
to penal reform and social just ice. 
 
After her funeral in a church packed to the rafters, 
one woman with puffy, tear-red eyes and sad smile, 
explained that Gill used to call her 'trouble' when 
visiting her some years ago when she had been a 
detainee in Yarl's Wood detention centre. 'Trouble' 
because she agitated for her rights and for those 
others imprisoned there. 'Trouble' because she 
refused to eat the food which she said was not fit for 
human consumption. And this was exactly the kind 
of trouble that Gill was too. Gill was the person who 
would organise legal representation, the person 
who would ensure that independent doctors would 
go in to those places and redress inadequate medi-
cal care, the link between campaigners, lawyers, 
doctors and detainees, the 'befriender' who made 

the most real, lasting friendships. 
 
Nobody knows exactly how many people were re-
leased from detention because of Gill, or how many 
deportations she prevented. But her work didn't stop 
there. For some people released from detention, her 
home became their home. And she was always 
available with her car, ferrying doctors to Yarl's 
Wood, waiting in the car park for them afterwards, 
lending an ear when they needed to unwind. In 
these ways and more, she helped create an ex-
tended family of activists, quietly guided by the prin-
ciples she held dear, that true humanity goes far 

beyond simply being humanitarian. 
 
By Jon Burnett, Institute of Race Relations, 26 

January 2012 
 
  

 

Single men are being sent to 
Yarl's Wood IRC again—
please let ZA know if you 
have any male friends or fam-
ily who are detained at Yarls 
Wood 

BOOK CAFÉ  
RE-OPENS IN 
HARARE 
The Book Cafe re-opens on 16 
March – what great news! Although 
the new venue is not quite finished 
the basics are in place featuring a 
larger stage, lighting, bar area, new 
pizza oven and main kitchen. Thanks 
are also due to the Book Café artists 
who’ve pledged a benefit concert to 
help the venue get back on its feet. 
What a show of solidarity towards 
the venue that has given so much to 

artists over the years.  
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Refugees with 5 year leave 
to remain route to settlement 
 

If you are a refugee who has been granted 

a five year limited leave to remain and it is 

due to expire, you will need to apply 

for indefinite leave to remain (ILR) before 

your leave expires. 

 

You should submit your application form in 

the month before your limited leave expires. 

For example, if it ends on 30 August 2011, 

your application should reach UKBA be-

tween 30 July and 30 August 2011. 

It is important that you apply in time before 

your leave expires. This will ensure that: 

your case is considered easily, and 

your leave continues. 

If you do not apply in time, you will no 

longer have leave and the UKBA will carry 

out an in depth review of your case. This 

may lead to your removal from the UK. 

 

You should include all your dependants 

living in the UK on your application form, 

including those born in the UK since you 

were granted leave to remain. 
For information on how to apply 
for indefinite leave to remain before your 
leave expires, you should see the webpage 

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk  

HELPFUL HINTS:   
Guide to Educational Grants 
2011/2012” published by DSC.  
 ISBN 978-1-906294-47-2   
 
The book is available by arrange-
ment  at  local libraries or at the  
Jesuit Refugee Centre (by appoint-
ment).  
 
The Guide contains a comprehen-
sive list of charitable trusts which 
help fund university, Further Educa-
tion and other educational courses – 
either by funding travel, books, sub-
sistence costs or fees.   
 

 

New advice line for 
undocumented  

migrants in London 
 

Joint Council for the Welfare 
of Immigrants (JCWI) is  
delighted to announce the 
opening of a new advice 
line  for undocumented 
migrants in London. 
 
The advice line on: 
 

 020 7553 7470  
 
launched on Monday 27  
February 2012 and will be 
available for use between 
10am and 1pm on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 

Immigration does not 

cause unemployment 
 

Study refutes claim that foreign  
nationals are depriving British-born 
workers of jobs.  
There is no link between rising immi-
gration and rising unemployment, 
independent economists have found - 
contradicting persistent claims from 
anti-immigration activists and politi-
cians that an influx of foreign nation-
als into the UK in recent years has 
led to more British-born workers on 
the dole. 
 
The respected National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research found 
that there was "no association" be-
tween higher immigration and job-
lessness - even at times of recession 
or low growth of the sort that Britain is 
experiencing at the moment. 
 
In fact, the Institute's researchers 
suggested that the opposite might be 
the case and that immigration acts as 
an economic stimulus, pushing total 
employment levels higher and dole 
claimant numbers lower than they 
would otherwise have been. 
"Perhaps surprisingly," their econo-
mists said, "the interaction between 
migrant inflows and GDP emerges as 
positive, indicating that during periods 
of lower growth, migrant inflows are 
associated with ... slower [dole] claim-
ant growth than would otherwise have 
occurred." The researchers did con-
cede that the stimulating effects of 
migration on the overall labour market 
at a time of recession are likely to be 
small. 
Ben Chu, Independent, 10/10/12 

 

DO YOUR CHILDREN HAVE 
PROBLEMS ACCESSING 

HIGHER LEVEL 
 EDUCATION?  IF SO, 

PLEASE LET US KNOW.  

OPEN  TUESDAYS 
 
 From 10 January 2012, the ZA office will aim to be open on  
Tuesdays for members to drop in and:   
 
• catch up on the latest news from Zimbabwe 
•  meet other members 
•  make use of the office facilities 
•  brush up on computer skills 
• discuss volunteering opportunities 
• plan projects 
• use the ZA library 
 

Get involved! But call first ... 
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Illegal Workers and Benefit 
abusers targeted  

 
New powers introduced today will 
make it harder for foreign nationals to 
work illegally and abuse the benefit 
system. 
 
Immigration Minister Damian Green 
announced the expansion of the Bio-
metric Residence Permits (BRPs) 
system to help tackle immigration 
abuse by proving a person's right to 
work or access services in the UK. 
 
The number of foreign nationals is-
sued with a BRP will double to 
400,000 a year. The permits hold a 
person's fingerprints and photograph 
on a secure chip. This means a sim-
ple and quick check can be made 
with the information on the chip 
against an individual's work and 
benefits entitlements. 
 
The expansion of the system to in-
clude refugees and those given the 
right to live here permanently will 
mean that all non-European Eco-
nomic Area nationals applying to re-
main in the UK for more than six 
months will now be covered by the 
compulsory permits. 
 
 
Damian Green said: 'This will help 
ensure only those with the right to be 
here can take a job legally in the UK 
and enjoy the services to which they 
are entitled. 
 
'The new measures are a deterrent to 
all foreign nationals who are looking 
to exploit the UK for personal gain by 
breaking the law.' 
 
From June, an online employers 
checking service for BRPs will enable 
employers, and later in the year pub-
lic authorities, to run real-time checks 
on whether individuals are eligible to 
work or access services in the UK. 
 
Over the next few months, the Post 
Office will support the expansion by 
rolling out a nationwide network of 
biometric enrolment sites. So far 17 
sites already enable foreign nationals 
to have fingerprints and photographs 
taken and 87 additional Post Offices 
will offer the service by mid-April. 
 
The Post Office will also operate a 
mobile fingerprint enrolment service 

Pilot Project for Aids  
Orphans in Zimbabwe 

begins 
ZA is pleased to announce the 

start of a project to help 20  
children (from families badly af-
fected by Aids) with their school 
fees. The pilot which is taking 
place in a high density suburb will 

be carefully monitored. If it is  
successful the programme will be  
expanded to cover more children 

and more areas. 

 
 

Thank You  
 
To Active ZA members  

 
Pelagia - for her kind personal donation to 
Manchester Drop In Centre which helped 

them fundraise 
 
Stella - and her team of rotating hospital 
visitors who gave comfort to an elderly lady 

on her deathbed 
 
Faith and Gabriel for their unexpected gift of 
a spectacular birthday cake to Mary and Mrs 

Zulu 
 
Webster - for his lobbying support for 

WOZA ladies 
 
Acts of kindness make a community richer 

Please Note  
If you know of any one who has been  
detained in a removal centre please 

do let  the office know about the 
 detainee.   
 
Call 020 7739 8226  or email to 

info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk.  

From previous column  

 
by mid-April. 
The Post Office will also operate a 
mobile fingerprint enrolment service 
which can be used by individuals or 
businesses who want to pay to regis-
ter biometric information. 
Home Office, Monday, 27 Feb 2012 

OLD CASES?? 

 

Did you claim asylum long ago? 
(Perhaps you were refused and didn’t 

know what to do next.) 
 

If you claimed BEFORE 2007, and have 
not been granted any form of status or 
had your case resolved please contact 

ZA office. 
 

If you have friends or family in this situa-

tion, please ask them to call us. 
Thanks 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY RETURN  

SERVICE   

 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you 
decide whether to return voluntarily. 

If you decide to return, we will: 
• Help you plan your return 
• Offer support at the airport 

and in your country 
• Apply for travel documents 

and pay for the flight 
• In some cases, give you fi-

nancial support after you 

have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

GREAT LOCAL MPS 
 
Most appreciated MP of the Year  for 2011 

goes to Stephen Timms!!!! 
 
I have known my MP for 8 years. I first con-
tacted him in 2004 in one of his surgeries  
because I was having difficulties with my 
asylum case. From that time he has been 
very wonderful and very persistent . He 

worked hard and tirelessly on my case.  
 
Since then I now have a personal relation-
ship with him. At one time he came to my 
house to drop off  a letter that I requested 

from him. By Luka Phiri 

Hon MP Stephen Timms  

Do you have an 
MP who has 
helped you as 
well? Why not 
share your 
story by  
contacting ZA 
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GIFT BOX is an innovative project giving communities an opportunity to raise awareness 
of human trafficking during the 2012 Olympics. It is an enticing community sculpture, created 
by UN.GIFT and STOP THE TRAFFIK, that people will encounter at street level in London and 

will invite them to come inside and find out more...  http://www.ungiftbox.org/  
equips them to take action to tackle it. We build local partnerships with police, authorities, businesses that deliver real change on the ground, and shape international 
action through our global partnerships with the United Nations and the Serious Organised Crime Agency. Our community campaigns have made concrete contributions 

STOP THE TRAFFIK  is a global grassroots movement that prevents human trafficking through campaign-driven 
community action. Our growing network of activists around the world raises awareness about how human trafficking 
affects local communities and equips them to take action to tackle it. We build local partnerships with police, authori-
ties, businesses that deliver real change on the ground, and shape international action through our global partner-
ships with the United Nations and the Serious Organised Crime Agency. Our community campaigns have made con-
crete contributions to preventing human trafficking. 

 

Mining activity in and near  to Hwange Game 
Reserve  

 

Last year on 10th & 11th September 2010 
a fly over of Hwange National Park 
(HNP)   revealed  increased mining activ-
ity in and around the Sinamatella area.  In 
addition to the mining carried out by 
Hwange Colliery Company Limited there 
are now at least 3 other coal mining 
developments, two adjoining HNP and 
one actually within the Park. 
 
This mining activity is of grave con-
cern.  The associated building of roads 
and increased human activity is bound to 
lead to an increase in poaching as the 
area is opened up, access becomes eas-
ier, and there are more people in the area 
to carry out the poaching and to buy the 
poached meat. 
 
Further Sinamatella is a rhino intensive 
protection zone (IPZ). The survival of 
rhino throughout southern Africa is in 
doubt due to the ongoing slaughter of 
these animals for their horn.  The IPZs 
have proved successful but it will be ex-
tremely difficult for the Parks & Wildlife 
Management Authority (PWMA) to moni-
tor and protect the rhino in the Sina-
matella IPZ with all the additional traffic 
and activity resulting from these various 
mining operations both within the IPZ 
and on its boundaries. 
 
Of even greater concern is the total dev-
astation of large tracts of land in what until 
recently was a wilderness area. Whilst 
wildlife populations may recover, or be 
reintroduced, if poaching can be brought 
under control, it may not be possible to 
restore the wildlife once the habitat has 
been destroyed. 
 
According to the Parks and Wild Life Act 
no one may mine within a national park 
unless they have a written agreement 
signed by the...next column  

Minister of Environment and Tourism.  To 
date it has not been established if any of 
the three mines has such an agree-
ment.  Before any of these developments 
began an environmental impact assess-
ment (EIA) should have been completed 
and the Environmental Management Policy 
requires this to be done. 
 
With this in mind the Provincial Environ-
mental Manager (PEM) Matabeleland North 
& Bulawayo provinces, Mrs Mpofu Sesu 
said she was not aware of any new mining 
developments taking place in the Sina-
matella area nor was she able to find a 
record of any EIAs having been done.   
 
The Environmental Management Authority 
(EMA), the Parks & Wildlife 
Management Authority and the mining 
companies themselves should be 
making public what development is 
planned, and what measures have 
been put in place to protect the environ-

ment. 
 
Full report can be downloaded at/
www.sokwanele.com/system/files/
Hwange%20mining%20activity.pdf] 
 

 
 

Commonwealth Scholars Visit 
ZA was very pleased to have a visit from 
four civil society activists presently in the 

UK on  Commonwealth scholarships. 
Kumbirai Mafunda (ZLHR), Dr Prince Mu-
rambi (Harare hospital), McDonald 

Lewanika (Crisis Coalition) and Ellen  
Kandoro-Dingani (ZESN) questioned ZA 
members in depth about how the organisa-

tion functioned. An intense discussion  
covering numerous issues resulted in a 
better understanding all round of the real-
ity of life in Zimbabwe today and of life in 

the UK for ZA members. 

As at 11 March 7 Zimbabwean Athletes 

have qualified for  
London 2012 Olympics 
 

Kirsty Coventry – Swimming             
Jamie Fraser-Mackenzie –  
Rowing 
Ngonidzashe Makusha –  
Athletics 
Gilbert Mutandiro – Marathon 
Cuthbert Nyasango – Marathon 
Micheen Thornycroft – Rowing 
Wirimayi Zhuwawo - Marathon 
 
 

Good luck everyone! 

GIFT BOX 
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ZIMBABWE 
CULTURE 

Do you want more 
Zimbabwean music, 
dance, theatre, art 
and poetry in the 
East End? 
If so, email us at 
info@zimbabweasso
ciation.org.uk 

ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  

 

email: 
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Nearest tube:  

Bethnal Green 

(central line) 

 

Please contact us to 

make an appointment 

before coming to the 

office. 

DROP IN CENTRES 
(DIC) Contact Details  
 
Birmingham DIC 
1 Piers Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham B21 0UY 
 
ZAS Leicester DIC 
Fortnightly On Fridays 
From 2pm to 4pm  
Secular Hall 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LE1 1WB 

 
Please Note: for information 
on London Friendship 
Group and Manchester DIC 

Call OR email the office  
 
Meeting times, dates and  
venues are subject to change so 
to avoid disappointment check 

first before travelling to a DIC.        

 

 END NOTES: 
 

Upcoming events: 
 

Thursday April 5—Royal Commonwealth Society screening of Robert Mugabe: What happened? 
Saturday Apr 7 - Jul 15 ‘An African Summer at Exbury¹  Shona Sculpture Exhibition  - http://www.guruve.com/
events/visit.php major exhibition of Shona sculpture at Exbury Gardens in the New Forest National Park in Hamp-
shire. Grand opening on Easter Saturday. 
Saturday 21 April 1pm to 4.30pm: Celebrate Zimbabwe event  with Stevenage-Kadoma Link Association Location: 
YMCA Space Stevenage, 1 The Town Square, Stevenage SG1 1BP (near the bus station) latest news from Kadoma 
and bring you African music and food tasting. There will also be arts & crafts for the kids and hopefully will see the 
relaunch of the SKLA website!  
 Wednesday 9 May at 2.30 pm, Thursday 10 May at 7.30 pm   Two Gentlemen of Verona Shona Production at 
the Globe Theatre, 21 New Globe Walk, Bankside, London SE1 9DT. Dates / Times: Tickets £5 - £35 (700 £5 tick-
ets available) from 020 7401 9919 and www.shakespearesglobe.com. A two-man Zimbabwean riot of love, friend-
ship and betrayal. From Verona to Milan, via Harare and Bulawayo, two great friends, Valentine and Proteus, vie for 
the love of the same woman.  

Sunday 13 May—Festival of Rights and Peace at Red Tent, Pocklington’s Walk, Leicester LE1 6BU 
Saturday 16 June: Britain Zimbabwe Society’s Annual Research Day will be held at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford 
and will showcase research on ‘Zimbabwe and the Region’.  
 

Detention and Removals Update: There is a new page on the ZA website giving information about detention 

and removals. Look under ‘Detention’ on the menu bar, to find it. Call the office if you have any problems. Help 

us to keep this information accurate by letting us know about anyone being detained or given removal directions. 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

Free employment advice and support 
 
Are you from a refugee background and living in London? Are you looking for a job 

but don’t know where to start? 
The Refugee Council can offer you: 

Expert advice and support 
Access to a range of employment workshops 
Help with Job Search, CVs & interviews 
Help understanding the UK working culture  
Work experience opportunities 
Support in finding a job that’s right for you 

If you would like to find out more or meet one of the Employment Advisors, call them free on 
0808 808 2252 or email rij@refugeecouncil.org.uk. 
Free phone from UK landlines and all six main UK mobile providers 

TIME-KEEPING! 
 
Why is it so important in the UK? 
Why does everyone keep going on 
about it? 
Because: 

• Every moment is precious 

• Keeping people waiting for 
latecomers means everyone 
wastes time 

• Opportunities are lost 

• You will be left behind 
 

People who can’t 
keep time: 1) won’t 
be taken seriously;  
2) will lose out on 
any job opportuni-
ties going; 
3) won’t be put 
forward for events  
If you want to be 
involved—be on 
time! 

Births  
Here’s introducing Victo-
ria and Chengetai’s son: 
Isaac Tawanda Mupara 
born on 11 March 2012 at 
2.15 am weighing 3.11 
kgs. Both Zac and Vic are 
doing well … Chengetai 

has been amazing! 
 
 

Deaths 
Bernard Mutubuki  

Rest in Peace 


