
 

 

and see how they are going to 

implement the new system. 
 
Finally, the preceding Labour 
administration was mulling 
over whether to start removals 
of failed asylum seekers to 
Zimbabwe. Everyone will be 
anxious to see what approach 
the new government takes. My 
personal opinion is that it 
would be too early to make a 
decision at this juncture before 
elections in Zimbabwe, which 
are customarily accompanied 
by increased bloodshed and a 

onslaught on the ‘opposition’ 
Luka Phiri 

A lot has been said about the 
amnesty recently proposed by the 
new boys in Parliament Liberal 
Democrats and backed by the 
Conservative London Mayor 
Boris Johnson. There are pros 
and cons in resorting to amnesty 
as seen by the examples of Amer-

ica and Spain.   
 
America had 2,9 million illegal 
immigrants by 1986 when they 
had an amnesty and today the 
figure stands at 9 million illegal 
immigrants in America (source 
www.bbc.co.uk). Spain has had 
about 6 amnesties in the last 20 
years and the number of illegal 
immigrants in that country is still 
growing. I cannot compare the 
American and Spanish situations 

to the UK for many reasons.  
 
I believe now  is the time to 
"regularise" those who have been 
here longest, so they can inte-
grate into the legal economy and 
contribute by paying taxes. I also 
back the Liberal Democrats’ be-

lief that will allow people who 
have been in Britain without 
the correct papers for 10 
years, but speak English, have a 
clean record and want to live 
here long-term to earn their 
citizenship. This route to citi-
zenship will not apply to peo-

ple arriving after 2010." 
 
The new UK government is 
going to cap the non EU immi-
grants coming to UK and this 
has been agreed by the Liberal 
democrats and the Conserva-
tives. For the Tories, this was 
an absolute non-negotiable, 
red-line issue. Another positive 
move already done by the new 
government is the stopping of  
children’s detention. Hopefully 
they will not make morning  
raids  on families and take 
them  directly to the airport 
for removal or separate chil-
dren by taking them into social 
care till the day of their re-
moval. We will have to wait 

Is amnesty the answer to illegal immigrants?  

MP Clare Short Meets Zimbabweans  

 Let’s Network! 

A New Drop-In 

Centre In Leicester  

In accordance with the ZA 
three year business plan to 
expand our activities,  we 
have opened another drop 
in centre in Leicester. The 
ZA members meet every 
fortnight on Fridays. If you 
want to visit the drop-in 
or you need more infor-
mation about the meeting 
dates please do get in 
touch with Pelagia on 
07917754132 or contact 
the ZA office. The meet-
ings are normally held at 
the Methodist Church 
along Bishops Street in 

Leicester   
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Clare Short Addressing members of Zimbabwe Association Birmingham drop-in 

The Birmingham drop-In centre 
had the privilege of meeting the 
former Hon MP Clare Short. 
Members of ZA aired their con-

cerns and problems to the MP.  
 
Some of the issues raised were 
to do with destitution, no access 
to legal aid and difficulties in 
getting law firms to represent 
them. At the same meeting Sula-
mon from the Birmingham law 
Centre addressed the gathering 
and gave a briefing and updates 

on the Zimbabwean situation.      

Summer 2010 

STILL HUMAN STILL 

HERE CAMPAIGN 
ZA has joined the SHSH 
campaign which aims to end 
the destitution of refused 
asylum seekers by extending 
asylum support, permission 
to work and access to health 
and education until depar-
ture from UK or grant of 

leave  to remain. 



 

 

 

 
The UK Border Agency has 
several statutory powers un-
der which it may detain some-
one. If none of these powers 
applies, detention by the UK 
Border Agency will be unlaw-
ful. However, the powers of 

detention are wide. 
Detention by the UK Border 
Agency must comply with 
Article 5 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 
Article 5 provides a right to 
liberty, and sets out the cir-
cumstances in which it is law-
ful to deprive someone of that 
right. Article 5 requires that 
any detention is “in accordance 
with a procedure prescribed by 
law”. This requires, at a mini-
mum, that the UK Border 
Agency only detains someone 
in circumstances that are 
within the powers it has been 
given by statute. How much 
more than this it requires is 
currently the subject of litiga-
tion before the UK Supreme 
Court in a case called SK 
(Zimbabwe) v Secretary of State 
for the Home Department. In 
that case, the Court of Appeal 
overturned the decision of the 
High Court that the failure, 
over a period of 22 months, 
to conduct 18 of the required 
monthly reviews of SK’s de-
tention meant the detention 

was unlawful. 

 
In immigration cases, Article 5 
of the European Convention 
on Human Rights permits 
detention to be used for two 

purposes: 
• To prevent unlawful entry 

into the country 
• To remove or deport some-

one from the country 
 
Reasons for detention and 
factors that must be con-

sidered 
Detention for either of the 
two purposes (above) may be 
lawful. However, detention is 
not lawful merely because it is 
for one of these purposes. To 
be lawful, detention must still 
be necessary. When a decision 
is taken to detain someone 
(and when that detention is 
reviewed), the UK Border 
Agency is required to provide 
that person with a written 
notice of the reasons for its 
decision to detain. The UK 
Border Agency policy sets out 
various factors that must be 
considered before a decision 

to detain is taken: 
 
Whether the person can be 
removed from the UK and in 

what timescale 

• Whether there is evidence 

of the person absconding 
• The person’s immigration 
history, including whether or 

not he or she has complied 
with any immigration condi-
tions (e.g. reporting condi-
tions) or broken any immigra-
tion laws (e.g. entering the UK 

without permission to do so) 
• Any ties the person may 
have to the UK, including 
close relatives and whether 
the person has a settled ad-

dress or place of work 
• Whether there is an out-
standing appeal or some other 
legal process that may result 
in the person being permitted 

to stay in the UK 
• Any risk of the person com-
mitting criminal offences, and 
if so the degree of risk and 

seriousness of offences 
• Whether the person is un-

der 18 years of age 
• Whether the person is a 

survivor of torture 
• The person’s physical and 

mental health 
Source www.ilpa.org.uk.  

(IRC) in Bedfordshire - condemned as 
'No place for a child' by former Chil-
dren's Commissioner for England Sir 
Al Aynsley-Green and former HM 
Chief Inspector of Prisons Dame Anne 
Owers. Ms Shebaz was reportedly 
vomiting with distress the night before 
their expected removal on 19 May, 
and was distraught about the prospect 
of her daughter enduring a nine-hour 
journey in the back of a van. She has 
claimed that Dungavel staff threatened 
that if she did not cooperate her child 
would be taken from her and driven 
down separately. 
This is not an auspicious start to the 
new government's supposedly child-
friendly policy. But the pledge by the 

 
By Frances Webber  © Institute of 
Race Relations 29th May 2010 
 
The heralded end to the detention of 
children in centres like Yarl's Wood 
has to be treated with caution. 
 
The immediate ending of children's 
detention in Scotland, announced as 
part of the coalition deal on 15 May 
2010, has not resulted in the release 
of children. Instead, families with 
children, including Pakistani victim of 
domestic violence Sehar Shebaz and 
her eight-month-old daughter Wanya, 
have been sent to the notorious Yarl's 
Wood Immigration Removal Centre 

Conservative-Lib Dem coalition to end 
the immigration detention of children, 
while being warmly welcomed in many 
quarters, has been greeted with cau-
tion and sometimes suspicion by 
organisations working with migrants 
and human rights and immigration 
lawyers. Familiar with governments' 
weasel words, they are concerned at 
the continuing detention of children 
pending the comprehensive review of 
alternatives to detention promised by 
the coalition, which is likely to take 
several months, and fearful that the 
end of children's detention may simply 
mean separation of families. Sehar 
Shebaz has since been removed from 
UK with her baby.  

Whether detention is lawful  

How good is the good news on child detention? 

International Day in 

support of torture 

victims  

26 June 2010  

 

Venue:  Bloomsbury 

Central Baptist 

Church 

235 Shaftesbury 

Avenue 

London WC2H 8EP 

 

Time:     12.00 

midday to 13.30 

 

Speakers:      Rev. 

Useni Sibanda, 

National Director, 

Zimbabwe Christian 

Alliance  and 

Maureen 

Kademaunga, 

former student 

activist. 
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“Yarl’s Wood: 
strongly criticised 
by the children’s 
commissioner for 
England” 



 

 

 
 
I  

Dear ZA 

I would like to express my 
gratitude to what you are 
doing guys. Thank you for the 
newsletters you always send 
to me. They are very encour-
aging and I am always away 
from what is happening out 
there. Keep on sending them. 

I like them.  

E.M 

Dear ZA 

Thank you for the newsletter 
of this season. I had some 
good news such as suspended 
of deportations of Zimbabwe-
ans and also what is happening  

in my area.  

SPM 

If so, please read the important information below and pass on to your friends. 
 

From August 2005, refugees were granted 5 years refugee leave rather than indefinite leave to remain (ILR). Asylum 
seekers granted humanitarian protection (HP) were given HP for a 5 year period.    
 

In August 2010, leave to remain will expire for the first of these people. 
 

The UKBA has not yet said how it will consider applications for ILR from people (whose leave is about to expire). 
 

It is VERY IMPORTANT that people do not wait for their leave to expire before making applications for further leave to 
remain or ILR. 
 

They should apply for further leave to remain or ILR about a month before their leave expires. 
 

If they do not apply before their leave expires they will become an overstayer.  
 

Overstaying is a criminal offence. 
 

Overstayers lose their right to work, right to claim benefits and may have to re-establish a need for protection. 

Letters From our Members  

WERE YOU GRANTED 5 YEAR Refugee Status in 2005?  

Help eradicate mother-to-child transmission of HIV 

cause of a lack of coordination 
and action. 
 
Please support the campaign  
to get this issue onto the pri-
ority list for international 
development for Britain and 
around the world. Together 
we can make the legacy of the 
World Cup in South Africa 
this summer about giving mil-
lions of children of southern 
Africa a better chance in life. 
We are calling for the interna-
tional community to unite to 
give mother-to-child transmis-
sion the boot by the 2014 
World Cup in Brazil. We can 
achieve this goal if we work 
together now. 
 

ACTSA will be campaigning 
throughout the summer, espe-
cially in the lead up to the G8 
summit in June, to raise the 
profile of the issue and to 
achieve real commitment  
 
You can have your say by 
emailing the new British Prime 
Minister and Secretary of 
State for International Devel-
opment asking them to com-
mit to tackling this issue. 
Please take action now. You 
can find more information on 
the ACTSA website, 
www.actsa.org  

Each day in the developing 
world 900 babies are born 
HIV positive. Yet, in the 
West mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV has 
been virtually eliminated. 
 
Tell the British Government 
that you want them to priori-
tise efforts to eradicate one of 
the top causes of infection 
amongst children in southern 
Africa. In South Africa alone 
70,000 children are born HIV 
positive each year. This should 
not be allowed to happen. In 
2000 international govern-
ments promised to halve 
transmission rates by 2010, 
but this will not be met be-

“Each day in the 
developing world 
900 babies are 

born HIV 
positive. Yet, in 

the West 
mother-to-child 
transmission of 
HIV has been 

virtually 
eliminated”. 
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Dear Editor 
 
I would like to thank the Zimbabwe Association for the 
support they gave me when I was stranded. I needed a 
solicitor to make an appeal about my case and you were 
there to help me. Now I have been granted the five year 
Refugee Status. I will be able to work and do a lot that I 

was refused to do before.  
 
I would like to thank you for the newsletter that you al-
ways send to me as it is very informative and useful. May 
you continue helping others as well who are in the similar 

situation I was before. Ms EN 



 

 

Zimbabwe Association 
Late Spring event was 
held on Wednesday 2 

June at Amnesty  
Human Rights Action 

Centre. 
 
A good crowd of over 

one hundred ZA  
members and long-time 
supporters attended, 
including Trustees and 

Advisory Committee. 
 
A big thank-you to the 
Birmingham Drop In 
Centre members who 
performed in a choir 
and made the 2010 

event so memorable! 
 
Full details of the event 
and photos from it will 
be featured in the next 

newsletter. 
 
You can watch the 
video clips on U-tube 

via the Zimbabwe  
Association Facebook 

page. 
 
Any comments are  
welcome! 

 

                                                
 
The Legal Services Commission 
which funds legal aid work has 

changed its method of payments. 
 
RMJ used to get regular payments 
to cover the work they have been 
doing. Now they will only get full 
payment after each case is fin-
ished. This means at times they will 
have to wait for months if not years 
for them to be paid depending on 

the Home Office decisions.  
 
These late payments may force the 
RMJ to close affecting thousands of 
their vulnerable clients. We are 
appealing to you all to do one of the 
following, either you can write to 
the Home Office Minister Hon MP D 
Green by sending an email to 
Emily.Warren2@homeoffice.gsi.go
v.uk., or contact your MP and high-
light this issue, or make a direct 
complaint to the Legal Services 
Commission or email the secretary 

We encourage you as members 
of the ZA to contribute as much 
as you can to the content of 
future newsletters and to take 
part in all our activities and 
events. We welcome your arti-
cles, especially if they are about 
organizations or groups that are 
doing things in your area to help 

women and children. 
 
Articles published in the newslet-
ter will be confidential and your 
name will not appear without 
your consent. Please note that 
some of the articles in this news-
letter do not reflect the views of 
Zimbabwe Association.  
 
However we do encourage mem-
bers to provide contact details in 
order to verify the information we 
receive.  
 
Luka Phiri, Editor 

 

Conclusion  

Events in your area  ZA Contact Details  

Development House  

56-64 Leonard Street  

London   EC2A 4LT 

 

tel: 020 7549 0355  

fax: 020 7549 0356 

email: 
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
Www.zimbabweassociation
.org.uk 
 

Nearest tube: Old 

Street 

 

Please contact us to 

make an appointment 

before coming to the 

office. 

Refugee Week 

Celebrations 2010 
 
Refugee Week from 14th June 
to 20th June 2010 is a unique 
opportunity to discover and 
celebrate the contributions 

refugees bring to the UK.  
 
 
During Refugee Week loads 
of events take place all across 
the UK, all of which explore 
refugee experiences. What-
ever you’re into - whether it 
is arts, music, food or just 
meeting people in your local 
area - Refugee Week will 

have an event for you.  
 
You can attend  activities in 
your area that are taking 
place and let us know or send 
the photos and we may pub-
lish them in our next newslet-
ter. For information about 
what is happening in your 

area you can check on 

www.refugeeweek.org.uk  

Zimbabwe Association 

Drop In Contact Details  
 

London Drop-In Centre 
Fortnightly on Fridays  from 

10:30 to 4pm 
84 Mayton Street 
London, N7 6QT 
 

Birmingham Drop-In Centre 
Every Monday from 11 to 2pm 
1 Piers Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham B21 0UY 
 

Leicester Drop In Centre 
Fortnightly On Fridays 
From 2pm to 4pm  
10a Bishops Street 
Town Hall Square  
Leicester LE1 6AF 
 

Manchester Drop In. Call the 

ZA office for details  
 

International Day in 

Support of Torture  
Victims - 26 June 
 
"This is a day on which we pay 
our respects to those who have 
endured the unimaginable. This is 
an occasion for the world to 
speak up against the unspeakable. 
It is long overdue that a day be 
dedicated to remembering and 
supporting the many victims and 
survivors of torture around the 

world."  
 
This year it will be held at 
Bloomsbury Baptist Church at  
235 Shaftesbury Avenue, London. 

WC2H 8EP.  
 
Time:     12.00 midday to 13.30 
 
Speakers:      Rev. Useni Sibanda, 
National Director, Zimbabwe 
Christian Alliance and Maureen 
Kademaunga, former student 

activist. 
  
Please note the time may 
be subject to change.  
 
 

The above picture shows  
some of our  ZA members 
who attended the Birmingham 
Drop-In, which was addressed 

by Claire Short recently.  
 
If you want to attend any of the 
drop-ins near your area you 
can check on our drop-in con-
tact details or contact the of-
fice on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days.  

Save Refugee and Migrant Justice (RMJ) 

For more information on the 
Save Refugee and Migrant 
Justice Campaign see their 
website: refugee-migrant-

justice.org.uk 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY  
UMBRELLA PARADE 
Sunday 20 June at 1.30 pm 
 

Collect your free umbrella at 
Horse Guards Ave, London 
SW1A and join the parade to 
celebrate the protection of 
refugees. Bring a picnic if it’s 

sunny! 


