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Let’s Network! 

Summer 2011 

Oxford House has  
historical links with 

Zimbabwe: 
 
Guy Clutton-Brock 
was once in charge of 
Oxford House , 
eventually turning it 
into a community 
centre. He and his 
wife, Molly, later 
went to Zimbabwe 

(then Southern  
Rhodesia) and 

founded Cold  
Comfort Farm 

Zimbabwe Association has  

Moved!! 

Zimbabwe Association has 
moved to a new office in Bethnal 
Green, East London.  We are 
really happy to be in Oxford 
House, a building which houses 
other small charities and theatre 
groups.  The Bethnal Green area 
is lively, friendly and buzzing with 
action. Colourful street markets 
and a large park combine to 
make it a great place to be. 
 
Educational and artistic opportu-
nities are everywhere … Exciting 
times! 

New Address: 

Zimbabwe Association  
Oxford House 
Derbyshire Street 
London E2 6HG 
Tel: 0207 739 8226 
info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
From greater  
understanding,  
perhaps more  
generous and  
constructive action 

may follow 
 
From G. Clutton-Brock, 

Dawn in Nyasaland (1959) 
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The Daily News is back publishing in Zimbabwe!  

Do you want to 

be a member of 

Zimbabwe 

Association?  
 

Visit our website 

www.zimbabweassoci

ation.org.uk and 

download a 

membership form.  

If you need more info 

on how to become a 

member please do call 

us on 0207 739 8226 

on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays only 

between 10am & 4pm  

Let’s Network! 

Friday, 18 March, Associated Newspapers 
of Zimbabwe Ltd, published the Daily 
News for the first time for more than 7 
years since it was shut down in September 
2003. 
 
The special relaunch edition consisted of 
48 full colour pages with 100,000 copies 
being printed. Needless to say, the reac-
tion to the return of the Daily News has 
been widely acclaimed as an important 
step forward in Zimbabwe, with Managing 
Editor, John Gambanga's, opinion piece 
below reaffirming the Daily News' commit-
ment to telling it like it is, without fear or 
favour. 
 
The newspaper will hold politicians of all 
parties and other leaders to account, as 
determined efforts continue to resolve the 
many outstanding matters that Zimbabwe 
needs to overcome. 
 
Staff on the Daily News are particularly 
grateful for the unstinting interest, support 
and encouragement they have received 
from around the world throughout the last 

Famous Refugees in the world who made a difference  

Normally a word “refugee” brings 

negative connotations because of 

the way the refugees and asylum 

seekers are perceived. I am a per-

son who has a different view of 

the whole issue. I view a refugee 

and an asylum seeker as people 

who are fighting for the better 

world. The UN set up the refugee 

week as  a way to see the role 

played by the refugees in this 

world. Today I want to share with 

you the stories of the greatest refugees who 

have made a world a better place to live 

and have improved our lives.  
Michael Marks who founded Marks and 

Spencer was a refugee from Russia. Sir 

Montague Barton a refugee from Lithuania 

founded Burton retail shops. Karl Marx a 

theorist and a refugee from Germany. Two 

MPs Ed Miliband and David Miliband are 

sons of Belgian Jewish refugees. The really 

fascinating one is the designer of the fa-

mous British engineering of the Mini car. 

He was a refugee from Greece and his 

name was Sir Alec Issigonis.  
I am proud to be a refugee and I am going 

to visit the activities in my area in celebrat-

ing the refugee week. You can check in 

your area by visiting the following website 

www.refugeeweeek.org.uk for more infor-

mation. By Luka Phiri 
Sir Alec Issigonis 

7 long years, while political, diplomatic and 
media efforts have continued to push for its 
return. 
 
So thank you for your own continuing sup-
port in so many various and complemen-
tary ways on behalf of the Daily News, 
which is fully aware of its democratic re-
sponsibilities as an influential media player 
in Zimbabwe. Indeed, Zimbabwe needs 

and deserves nothing less! 
 

We are back indeed. We promise 
our valued readers and advertisers 
that we will resume telling it like it 
is, without fear or favour. 

 

 
We endeavour, as an apolitical and 
independent publication to mirror 
Zimbabwean life with its warts, dim-
ples and all.’ 
 
We won´t stand by while rampant 
corruption and crass materialism 
disable both government and the 
private sector.   
 
We will shout at the top of our 
voices when we detect abuse of 
power and political intolerance. 
 
We unapologetically declare that 
we will take a critical stand 
against bad governance and  
expose it for the entire nation to 
see. 
 

John Gambanga  
Managing Editor  

Daily News 
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IF YOU WERE GIVEN 5 YEARS LEAVE, AND  HAVE NOW  APPLIED FOR ILR— 
 

Have you had a reply?   If so, how long did it take? Please contact the office 0207 739 8226 

Save the Africa  
Centre campaign: 
Latest News 

 

"Despite the flawed 
process of the Africa 
Centre’s June 20th 
EGM, we secured the 
trustees’ commitment 
to consult widely with 
the community before 
they sell the Africa 
Centre’s building 38 
King Street as we have 
called for throughout 
our campaign.  We are 
calling for a 12 month 
pause in the process of  

Is resolving asylum 
legacy cases an 
“amnesty” 
  
On 25 July 2006 the then Home 
Secretary announced a new 
programme of work to clear the 
backlog of unresolved asylum 
cases within five years.  This 
programme, known as the ‘Case 
Resolution Programme’, is han-
dled by the Case Resolution 
Directorate (CRD) at the UK 
Border Agency (UKBA).  Cases 
within the programme are often 
referred to as ‘legacy’ cases. 
The UKBA estimated 450,000 
case records within the asylum 
legacy caseload.  The affected 
cases are those where an asy-
lum claim was made before 5 
March 2007. Recently the UKBA 
released figures on the progress 
of the resolutions.  
 
The figures from the UKBA 
raised many questions in the 
public and media. Was that an 
amnesty or not. The Immigration 
Minister Hon MP D Green said 
“This is not an amnesty for indi-
viduals whose cases are unre-
solved. We will consider the 
cases in same way as new appli-

cations, using the same rules to 
decide whether applicants qualify 
for permission to stay in the 
United Kingdom or should be 
refused asylum and removed 
from the country. Human rights 
factors will be part of this assess-
ment”. There is no evidence to 
suggest that the UKBA has had 
an amnesty.  
 
Amnesty is defined as a measure 
which resolves the status of peo-
ple who are unlawfully residing in 
a country. But the asylum legacy 
cases refer to people who en-
tered the UK, legitimately lodged 
an asylum claim, and then simply 
didn’t receive an answer from the 
Home Office.  
 

If you believe that your case is 

being handled by CAAU and you 

have not yet been given any 

decision, you must contact your 

lawyer or Zimbabwe Association 

or you should write to them at: 

 

Case Assurance and Audit Unit 

Department 87 

PO Box 306 

Liverpool L2 0QN 

 
 
the sale to allow the  
trustees to consult 
properly on the deci-
sion to sell 38 King 
Street, outline their  
vision and consider the 
various alternatives  
including offers from 
several high-net worth 
African individuals to 
develop 38 King Street 
for the 21st Century’’  

Now is the Time for Hope:  

Voices of Zimbabwe's Youth  
Extracts: For full article see News from Kubatana  
 
Zimbabwe stands on the brink of change. Much has 
been made of the winds of the Arab Spring possibly 
being blown across Southern Africa, and in particular, 
in Zimbabwe. While there have been attempts at 
seeding civil disobedience via social media like Face-
book by the born free tech savvy generation, this has 
failed, largely in part because those who wished to 
start the revolution were Zimbabweans living in the 
Diaspora. That is not to say that Zimbabwe's young 
adults have given up. 
 
Born in the late1970s and early 80s, the 'born-free' 
generation grew up in a Zimbabwe that had just at-
tained her independence. The country was prosperous, 
and many black families became socially mobile mov-
ing into formerly white only neighbourhoods, schools 
and spheres of business, creating what became Zim-
babwe's black middle class. Economic opportunities in 
the new Zimbabwe were numerous, but this came to 
change after years of poor economic policies, misman-
agement and corruption, culminating in the political and 
economic upheavals of the 2000s. 20 years after Inde-
pendence, millions of young adults were migrating an-
nually for tertiary education or economic opportunity. It 
is estimated that up to a quarter of Zimbabwe's 
population lives outside of the country.  

 
The Zimbabwean state after 2000 became very repres-
sive in an effort to stem criticism. This has resulted in 
the closing of democratic spaces, traditionally occupied 
by young adults, who have the energy to bring renewal 
to the country.  Despite the dire situation many young 
people find themselves in, they are not without hope 
for a change in Zimbabwe's fortunes.  

 
Tafadzwa insists on holding Zimbabwe's politicians 
accountable:  
"I think there must be a change of mindset. The people 
that call themselves our leaders are there because of 
us. It is not a privilege for us to be led by them.” 

 
Zimbabwe's revolution is not going to take the form of 
those in Egypt and Tunisia. It is going to be a quiet one 
that involves a change in attitude, the engagement of 
compassion and small acts of resistance. Young adults 
are at the forefront of this movement; refusing to let a 
generation that is past it's time to continue to renege 
on the promise of Independence.  
 
By Upenyu Makoni-Muchemwa  
Email info@kubatana.net  
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From Red Pepper: Seeking sanctuary 
Tim Hunt explores a project that fosters local support and practical help for asylum seekers 

There are three narratives that dominate the discussion of refugees in the UK. On the right there are the 
self-contradicting narratives of the ‘scrounging layabout’ and the ‘job stealer’, while the left often suc-
cumbs to the liberal view of the ‘victim’ in need of charity. 
 
One project helping to challenge these stereotypes is City of Sanctuary. It is facilitating conversations be-
tween people who may hold those right-wing views and the migrants themselves while at the same time 
ensuring that refugees become active participants in creating a better life for themselves and their peers. 
 
The project started in Sheffield six years ago. Since then it has grown into a network of 15 towns and cit-
ies, with the core aim of ‘welcoming asylum seekers and refugees’. But it is now also doing much more. 
 
Structure and dynamics: 
Each city project shares three main characteristics: to highlight the contribution of asylum seekers to host 
communities; to form relationships with people in the host community; and to develop a culture of hospital-
ity and welcoming. But key to the movement’s success is the fact that each area has its own ‘structure 
and dynamics’. 
 
As Penny Walker, co-ordinator of Coventry City of Sanctuary, explains: ‘Each city is set up differently: 
some as charities, some as loose networks. In Coventry we are a network of organisations... We look at 
what needs doing and where and each organisation applies for different bits of funding.’   
 
Over 100 groups are now part of the network. They have worked alongside the Children’s Society, who go 
with refugees into local schools to share their experiences with pupils. They have also worked with Ice 
and Fire drama group and the Co-op to put on events with asylum seekers so that local people can learn 
about the experience of refugees. 
 

For full article see www.redpepper.org.uk 

Marange: Extract from article by P.T. Nyikadzino 
 
There has been“horrific violence” on the part of the military against civilians in the diamond-rich Marange District in eastern Zim-
babwe. In addition to the massacre of innocent civilians by  the regime the proceeds of diamond sales continue to benefit the 
politically elite in zimbabwe. It is a matter of double blows where resources are not exploited for the vast majority but finance the 
politcal careers of individuals who use proceeds to even fund abuse of fellow countrymen. Hired thugs and militia are used by 

the government henchmen to terrorise innocent citizens all financed by Marange diamonds proceeds.  
 
There are numerous reports of diamond fund abuse but because of media censorship and control of the police, army and judici-

ary by zanu pf little documentation is ever made of such cases.  
 
Soldiers have press- ganged peasant farmers into working in mining syndicates at Marange. The soldiers then take half the pro-
ceeds. There have also been extensive beatings and arbitrary detentions. When Farai Maguwu, a Zimbabwean human rights 

activist, disseminated information about the abuses, he was arrested and then later released.  

OLD CASES?? 
 
Did you claim asylum long ago? 
(Perhaps you were refused and didn’t know what to do 

next.) 
If you claimed BEFORE 2007, and have not been 
granted any form of status or had your case resolved 

please contact ZA office. 
 

Umbrella Parade 2011 Refugee Week 
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DETENTION: please note 
If you know of any one who has been  
detained in a removal centre please do 

let  the office know about the detainee.   

Call 0207 739 8226 

 or email to 

info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk.  

Zimbabwe Higher Education Initiative  
Following the success of the CARA/IOM Higher Educa-

tion Consultations last year, CARA was encouraged, by 

a broad section of stakeholders, to respond to two of the 

key recommendations made by the Zimbabwean aca-

demic community within the report: 1. the need for staff 

re-engagement and training; and 2. that many of the 

immediate problems in Zimbabwe could be solved 

through virtual support. Please see the attached Consul-

tation Findings Report, for further details. 

 

As a result, through generous support from the Nuffield 

Foundation, CARA is launching a Grant and Fellow-

ship Programme for Zimbabwean academics, to en-

able Zimbabwean academics responsible for teaching/

leading the next generation, and those with the skills 

and expertise, the opportunity to change, intervene and 

influence various critical sectors in Zimbabwe. 

 

Please see the attached flyers and our website, http://

w w w . a c a d e m i c - r e f u g e e s . o r g / z i m b a b w e -

programme.asp, for an application form and further 

guidelines. If you have problems opening the attached, 

or accessing our website, please email:  

zimbabwe.cara@lsbu.ac.uk or call +44(0)207 021 0880. 

With support from Econet, a telecommunications pro-

vider in Zimbabwe, CARA is also launching a Virtual 

Lecture Hall in April 2011, at the University of Zim-

babwe. 

 

The aim of the Virtual Lecture Hall programme is to re-

connect academics in the diaspora. The Virtual Lecture 

Hall will enable the College of Health Science and the 

Faculties of Science and Veterinary Science (at the Uni-

versity of Zimbabwe) to receive lectures from academics 

and universities in the diaspora through a video confer-

ence lecture programme. Subject areas missing senior 

and experienced lecturers will be identified and matched 

with Zimbabwean and non Zimbabwean academics will-

ing and able to teach, thereby improving standards of 

teaching and research and facilitating increased network 

and collaborative working. 

 

If you would be interested in hearing more or engaging 

with this programme, please contact CARA through the 

details below. 
  
Zimbabwe Programme 
Council for Assisting Refugee Academics (CARA) 
London South Bank University 

Thoughts on Colnbrook IRC 
following a recent  visit by an 
ex-detainee to see friends :   
 
‘The time I was here, I felt I 
was useless, alone, deserted 
by friends, not worthy to  live, 
denied, suffering broken hand 
and with swellings and 
bruises. But today being here 
seeing many faces including 
those whom we have been to-
gether, it hurts my  soul, wish I 
can do something for them to 
be freed and yet terrified of the 
place  that destroyed part of 
my life.’ 
 

Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 
(Remedial) Order 2011 
 
The Minister for Immigration (Damian Green): The Asylum and Immigration 
(Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (Remedial) Order 2011 and conse-
quential amendments to the Registration of Marriage Regulations 1986, the 
Registration of Marriages (Welsh Language) Regulations 1999 and the Civil 
Partnership (Registration Provision) Regulations 2005 were made on 25 
April and will come into force on 9 May 2011. Copies of the remedial order 
and regulations will be available from http://www.legislation.gov.uk in due 
course.  

 
The remedial order will have the effect of removing the certificate of ap-
proval scheme which the UK courts found incompatible with the European 
convention on human rights (ECHR). From 9 May, those persons subject to 
immigration control wishing to give notice of marriage or civil partnership will 
no longer be required to demonstrate that they have an entry clearance 
granted for the purpose of marriage or registering civil partnership; a certifi-
cate of approval from the Home Office; or settled status in the UK.  

 
The requirement for a person subject to immigration control to give notice of 
marriage or civil partnership at a designated register office will remain un-
changed. This requirement allows the UK Border Agency to focus enforce-
ment action on specific register offices. 
 
As part of our reform of the immigration system, the Government intend to 
consult later in the year on family migration, including measures to tackle 
sham marriages and other abuse, promote integration and reduce burdens 
on the taxpayer. 
House of Commons / 28 Apr 2011 : Column 15WS 
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Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

ZA Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  

 

email: 
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Nearest tube: 

Bethnal Green 

(central line) 

Please contact us to 

make an appoint-

ment before coming 

to the office. 

 

ZA T-SHIRTS      

FOR SALE! 

ZA t-shirts (pale blue) 
are now for sale for £10, 

please contact the office. 

My Zimbabwe….. 
Extracts from ‘News from Kubatana, 24th May 2011’ 
This article was co-authored by Zimbabweans believing in the positive: Thandi, 
Yeukai, Cherish, Sally, Peter, Ethel, Farai, Donald, Chirikure, Tabitha and Nom-

qhele  
 
My Zimbabwe is a place where we have time to stop talk and enjoy meeting 
friends and family in the streets because we still hold relationships dear and 

understand the value of maintaining them.  
 
My Zimbabwe is the street vendor in Victoria Falls 
who wanted to pay me for the airtime I didn't need 
and was trying to give to her. The political leader 
who had the courage to try to work with the people 
who had beaten him close to death. The people who 
voted for change in 2005 and 2008 when they knew 
they could suffer for their stand for freedom in their country. And apart from 

all that, my Zimbabwe makes the best cakes in the world in the Vumba.  
 
The women who in their diversity tirelessly contribute to family, community 
and national development despite being marginalized, embody my Zimbabwe. 
They always ensure that there is food, water, love and care at home even in 

times of power and water cuts or any social, economic and political crisis.  
 
My Zimbabwe is about all the unemployed young people who make it happen, 
against the odds, and do it with innovative style.  It is the young woman, pic-
tured recently in a weekly publication, who needs to make a living to raise her 
daughter but is unable to afford a babysitter.  So everyday she takes the tod-
dler with her to work and places the girl in an enormous cardboard 
box.  While the mother sellsher wares at the corner of a busy city street, she 

keeps an eye on her child who frolics about in the safety of her makeshift  
playpen.  
 
Write and tell us about Your Zimbabwe for the next newsletter! 

END NOTES: 
 

Detention and Removals Update: We have put a new page on the ZA website giving information 

about detention and removals. Look under ‘Detention’ on the menu bar, to find it. Call the office if 

you have any problems. Help us to keep this information accurate by letting us know about anyone 

being detained or given removal directions. 

 

Reporting: A member phoned to say that the last time she went to report, she was interviewed and 

asked about returning home voluntarily. Has this happened to other people? If it has, please let us 

know. 

 

Transitional Justice workshop, Manchester, Saturday 2 July 2011: A Transitional Justice work-

shop will be taking place in Manchester. Contact 020 7065 0945 to register. 

 

Long-term detainee released recently: ZA is delighted to report that one long-term detainee is 

now out! 


