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Overview
1. Election Environment: -   2nd Constitutional Stakeholders Conference to Take Place October 21-23 

-   ZEC Asks Civil Society to Register for Voter Education 
-   PM Threatens GNU Pullout Due to Violence Against MDC Supporters

2. Reconstruction: -   Civil Servants Threaten Strike
-   Water Sold on Black Market

3. International relations: -   Zimbabwe Attorney General to Oppose South African Supreme Court 
Ruling

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Election Environment:
• The  2nd Stakeholders Conference is now  set to take place in Harare on  October 21-23 

according to the Minister of Constitutional Affairs.

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=54221:all-stakeholders-conference-dates-

set&catid=38:local-news&Itemid=131

• The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) has invited Civic Organisations working on 
voter education campaigns to register with the commission by October 9 as the nation 

prepares for the constitutional referendum and general elections. ZEC  inserted a notice in the 

state controlled media that all organisations should comply with the nation’s Electoral Act 
which it  alleges gives the commission powers to limit the number of active groups.
http://www.chronicle.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=41799:zimbabwe-electoral-commission-invites-

civic-groups-to-register&catid=37:top-stories&Itemid=130

• This  week,  Prime  Minister  Morgan  Tsvangirai  (MDC-T)  threatened  to  pull  out  of  the 
Government of National Unity (GNU) if his party supporters continue to be victims of 
political violence. “I am going to call an emergency council meeting to see if it is worth it to continue in the 

government of national unity. Shall we continue to turn a blind eye when my supporters are being tortured, when 

diamonds are being looted?” Tsvangirai added that  he would only take part in the elections if 
Southern African Development Community (SADC), African Union (AU) and United Nations 
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(UN)  observers  were  deployed  in  the  country  to  monitor  the  crucial  polls.
http://www.thestandard.co.zw/2012/10/07/tsvangirai-mulls-gnu-pullout/

2. Reconstruction
• Civil  servants  gave  the  Government  a  notice  for  strike  action over  wage increases. 

Finance  Minister Tendai  Biti  (MDC-T)  has  insisted  that  there  are  no  funds for  wage 

increases in the treasury as the government is faced with a $40 million in the 2012 budget.  
http://www.swradioafrica.com/2012/10/05/teachers-day-celebrated-as-civil-servants-delay-strike/

• Acute  water  shortages  in  Harare are  forcing  people  to  buy  it on  the  black  market. 
Combined Harare Residents Association (CHRA) executive director Mfundo Mlilo is quoted 

this week as saying:  “We have received reports  from Budiriro,  Kuwadzana and Mabvuku of  unidentified 

youths taking advantage of the desperate situation to sell water on the black market”.  CHRA calls upon the 
Government to declare the water situation in the country a national disaster. 
http://www.dailynews.co.zw/newsarticle.aspx?q=17b057bb-b246-44f0-996f-e53c19008276

 3. International Relations

• The Zimbabwean Attorney General is reported to have hired a team of lawyers in South 

Africa to appeal the recent Supreme Court ruling supporting a ruling of the now disfunct 
SADC Tribunal in favour of dispossessed white farmers. The Attorney General Johannes 
Tomana quoted in the Sunday Mail Newspaper: “The basis of our appeal is that the judgment defied 

the concept of diplomatic immunity. [ ] The Geneva Convention on diplomatic privileges clearly states all diplo-

matic processes are not susceptible to lawsuit and prosecution. The properties are inviolable and they cannot be 

auctioned because they have a diplomatic standing. What the judgement means is that it is removing our diplo-

matic immunity and depriving us of our diplomatic privileges.”

h  ttp://www.sundaymail.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31545:zim-appeals-sa-ruling&catid=37:top-stor  -  

ies&Itemid=130
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