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Overview
Election Environment: - President Mugabe goes on vacation as Constitution Deadline looms

- Prime Minister Tsvangirai shortens vacation to prepare for next year’s elections
- MDC Faction members Express Desire for Electoral Pact in 2013
- ZANU-PF to Hold Primaries in February  
- ZEC has $1 million debt 
- War Veteran's Leader Sibanda terrorises villagers in Manicaland

___________________________________________________________________________

Election Environment: 

• President Robert Mugabe (ZANU-PF) left the country on Wednesday for the Far East for his 

annual vacation,  throwing into turmoil plans to conclude the constitution-making process and 

other key reforms ahead of elections expected in 2013. The president’s departure comes as 

the Seven-member Cabinet and Parliamentary Committee tasked to break the impasse on 

constitution-making resolved to refer outstanding matters to the three political parties in 
the Government of National Unity.                                                    
http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/president-robert-mugabe-on-leave-constitution-making-process-in-rray/1574152.html

• Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai (MDC-T) is not holidaying  as he gears for a decisive 

election in the year ahead. His top aide, Alex Magaisa, was quoted: “The Prime Minister is going to 

cut short his holiday and immediately start working on outstanding issues. We do not have time to waste going on 

long holidays. The PM is going to have a short holiday just like everyone else and return to work on 7 January“.  

http://www.zimdiaspora.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=10505:tsvangirai-cuts-short-holiday-to-pre-

pare-for-elections&catid=38:travel-tips&Itemid=18

• As Zimbabwe prepares for elections,  leaders within both major  formations of the Move-
ment for Democratic Change have expressed at least tentative interest in a pact to help 

them defeat ZANU-PF and President Robert  Mugabe. MDC-T Secretary General,  Finance 
Minister Tendai Biti, and Education Minister David Coltart (MDC-N), have said that a co-
alition or electoral pact between the factions is a worthy goal, though both acknowledge 
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that reaching the goal would not be easy. 
http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/mdc-factions-on-electoral-pact-david-coltart-tendai-biti-zimbabwe/1573406.html 

http://www.newzimbabwe.com/opinion-9886-Statements+by+Ncube,+Coltart+on+unity+pact/opinion.aspx 

• ZANU-PF's  secretary  for  administration  Cde  Didymus  Mutasa announced announced 

Thursday that ZANU-PF will hold their primaries ahead of the parliamentary elections expected 

this year in February, citing that some constituencies had up to 16 persons vying for a seat.  

Hon. Mutasa is reported to have said: “As an organisation there are so many people who want to be con-

sidered as MPs and be leaders. They should know that by the end the day the party is led by a few people and not 

the whole gamut of people. In a constituency they should know that there will be only one MP. By the end of the 

day the losers should accept defeat and be ready to be led by the winners.” 

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61485:zanu-pf-to-conduct-primar-

ies-in-february&catid=37:top-stories&Itemid=130#.UOs1l6z4L1A 

• As Zimbabwe's shaky government continues to scavenge for funds to run next year’s referen-

dum and elections, it is alleged that the country’s electoral commission is saddled with a 
near million-dollar debt.        
http://www.dailynews.co.zw/article/News/0cc1dab8-e5be-4ca2-a35f-13a8835d30bf

• The leader of the Zimbabwe National Liberation War Veterans Association (ZNLWVA), 
Jabulani Sibanda,  allegedly forced villagers in Manicaland Province perceived to be MDC-T 

supporters to surrender their MDC-T material and publicly announce support for ZANU PF. 
http://www.thestandard.co.zw/2012/12/23/sibanda-forces-villagers-to-support-zanu-pf     

- ends -
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