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Overview:
1. Election Environment: - Principals approve draft constitution  

- NGOs meddling with elections to be banned
- UN Human Rights Arm Condemned Attacks on HRDs  

2. Natural Resources - Marange Diamonds bartered for guns-Minister
- Diamond cash tears ZANU PF

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Election Environment: 
• Paving  the  way  for  some  progress  towards  a  referendum  the  principals  in  the  unity 

government announced they have reached agreement on the draft of the constitution. 
President  Robert  Mugabe  (ZANU-PF),  Prime  Minister  Morgan  Tsvangirai  (MDC-T), 
Deputy Prime Minister Arthur Mutambara and Government Minster Welshman Ncube, 
President  of  the  smaller  MDC  all  addressed  journalists  after  meeting  with  the  full  
COPAC management committee. “We are glad to say that we have now come to the conclusion of the  

exercise and all parties are agreed. Sure there will  be some T’s to cross and I’s to dot but we are generally  

agreed and the finalization of the draft has now been made,” President Mugabe quoted. Prime Minister 

Tsvangirai said: “We have reached a defining moment for the country.”

http://www.swradioafrica.com/2013/01/17/principals-approve-draft-constitution/ , 

http://www.radiovop.com/index.php/national-news/10044-zim-civic-society-hails-finalisation-of-draft-

constitution.html ,  http://www.radiovop.com/index.php/national-news/10047-no-earth-shattering-changes-to-draft-

constitution-crisis-in-zimb.html 

• Ministry of  Regional  Integration and International  Cooperation Secretary Mr.  Tadeus 
Chifamba allegedly on Tuesday, while launching the Zimbabwe Humanitarian 2013 GAPS, 

stated that Government would not hesitate to ban NGOs that meddle in the country’s 
electoral  processes.  Chifamba was  cited  saying  “As  the  country  prepares  for  the  constitutional 

referendum and elections, Government would like to urge NGOs not to interfere in the internal political processes 
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under the guise of humanitarian assistance.” Asked why Government was pushing away donors from 

the electoral process yet they had contributed in the constitution making process Mr. Chifamba 

said the needs of the Zimbabwean people lay with their Government.  
http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63473:no-electoral-interference-from-

ngos&catid=38:local-news&Itemid=131#.UP57VVL3Bpg

• Citing arbitrary arrests, intimidation and harassment, the United Nations human rights arm on 

Friday condemned recent attacks against human rights defenders in Zimbabwe ahead of 

elections expected later this year.  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43954&Cr=Zimbabwe&Cr1=#.UQFbyfLhcTA

1. Natural Resources: 
• The  Zimbabwe Defense  Forces, which  owns  a  substantial  stake  in  the  diamond mining 

industry, is reportedly bartering the gems to buy weapons and other equipment to sustain 
its operations. The Deputy Minister of Mines and Mining Development, Gift Chimanikire 
(MDC-T) was quoted “The problem with our diamonds is that they are being subjected to a barter system and 

not being auctioned on the open market. They are just not being valued properly. Anjin (one of the companies 

mining diamonds in the Marange fields in Manicaland province) is 90 percent owned by the Chinese and 10 

percent by the army. Whatever (the army) gets, they barter for weapons,”

http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/news/zimbabwe/63184/diamonds-bartered-for-guns-minister.html?

utm_source=thezim&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=listarticle&utm_content=textlink 

• It is reported that  ZANU-PF has opened an investigation into possible looting of cash 
donated to the party by some firms mining diamonds in Marange. This case could open a 

can  of  worms,  but  so  far,  the  probe  is  centering  on  the  party’s  Manicaland  Provincial 

Chairperson Mike Madiro, although bigger fish are reportedly involved. ZANU-PF Secretary for 

Administration Didymus Mutasa allegedly confirmed a probe was underway.  “Yes, the party is 

investigating the allegations that are being levelled against him. We are expecting the findings before the end of  

the week,” said Mutasa.
http://www.thezimbabwemail.com/zimbabwe/15375-diamond-cash-tears-zanu-pf.html

http://www.dailynews.co.zw/mobi/article/News/15c43954-2f14-464a-ba95-46c9f341ed92

- ends -
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