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Overview:
1. Election Environment: - President Mugabe allegedly wants June election date

- 'No to security sector reforms'- Defense Minister
- No changes to ZEC secretariat - Justice Minister
- Polls should precede UNWTO - Tourism Minister

2. International - EU urged to wait for real reforms before lifting sanctions
- EU willing to send poll observers

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Election Environment: 
• President Robert Mugabe (ZANU-PF) reportedly wants this year’s elections to be held 

on June 29, but a faction within his ZANU-PF party is opposed to the date fearing that they 

are not yet ready for polls, senior officials have said. “The President [Mugabe] said the cut-off date for 

an election is June 29 and not any other day later,” said a Politburo member.
http://www.thestandard.co.zw/2013/02/03/mugabe-sets-election-date/

• Defence Minister  Emmerson  Mnangagwa  (ZANU-PF)  this  week  reportedly  echoed 
sentiments similar to those expressed by Justice Minister Chinamasa (ZANU-PF) last 
week on security reforms. The Defence Minister said the country’s military has a mandate to 

defend national economic interests and will not tolerate any move by the MDC-T to enforce 

security sector reforms in the country. Minister Mnangagwa said those advocating for security 

sector reforms were trying to bring about regime change in Zimbabwe.
http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65965:no-security-sector-reforms-

mnangagwa&catid=38:local-news&Itemid=131

• The composition of the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission secretariat will not be changed 
before harmonised elections expected this year, Justice and Legal Affairs Minister Patrick 

Chinamasa (ZANU-PF) reportedly said. The Minister was quoted “…the noises which are coming out 

are  coming from people  who do  not  know what  we have  resolved  in  our  meetings  with  the PM and other 
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stakeholders. We jointly agreed to the composition of the commission, its operations and also the secretariat 

through a transparent process and any noises will not lead to any changes. This is now a closed chapter.”

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=66511:no-changes-to-zec-secretariat-

chinamasa&catid=37:top-stories&Itemid=130

• Tourism  Minister  Walter  Mzembi  (ZANU-PF)  and  Prime  Minister  Morgan  Tsvangirai 
(MDC-T) have agreed that elections should be early enough to allow for the smooth 
hosting of the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) general assembly 
in  Victoria  Falls  in  August.  Minister  Mzembi  was  cited  saying “With  the  prime  minister  we 

concluded that if elections were held before the general assembly, the event will then present a unique branding 

opportunity for any post-election government”.

http://www.theindependent.co.zw/2013/02/08/polls-should-precede-unwto-mzembi/

2. International:
• The  European  Union  (EU) urged  to  wait  for  real  reforms  in  Zimbabwe  before  they 

consider lifting the targeted restrictive ‘sanctions’ in place against ZANU-PF. The EU has 

indicated  it  will  consider  lifting  all  the  measures  after  the  completion  of  a  ‘credible’ 

constitutional referendum. Ambassador Aldo Dell’  Ariccia,  has been quoted saying “The EU 

stated that a peaceful and credible constitutional referendum would justify a suspension of the majority of all  

restrictive measures…In this context, the recent agreement on the Constitution draft is a welcome step”.

http://www.swradioafrica.com/2013/02/04/eu-urged-to-wait-for-real-reforms-before-lifting-zim-sanctions/

• The European Union (EU) says it is ready to send election observers to Zimbabwe to 
monitor the forthcoming watershed elections. Aldo Dell’Ariccia, head of the EU delegation 

said the 27-member bloc was awaiting the invite. “We do not impose ourselves or force governments to 

invite us to observe their elections…We wait for the inclusive government to send an invitation and this must have  

a time frame because we need time for observers to come and observe activities leading to the elections. An 

additional  team  will  also  come  during  the  actual  elections  and  remain  in  the  country  until  the  winner  is  

proclaimed”.

http://www.dailynews.co.zw/article/News/d278b1c3-d89d-4074-a4c1-6919e292dee9

--ends--
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