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ZAUK10 Text 

Fund 
 
Please  help us now by 
texting a donation to 
ZAUK10, so we can keep 

going this year. 
 
Every pound makes a  
difference ! 
 

Like Zimbabwe  
Association on 
Facebook and Join 

in our debates 

Summer 2013 

 

 

Bid to give refugees job access 
 

Asylum seekers will be given the right to work if they have been waiting more than six months for a decision in their 

case, a Lib Dem peer has proposed. 
 

By: Dan Townend, Published: Mon, June 10, 2013 
 

A Lib Dem peer has proposed a bill granting asylum seekers the right to work in certain circumstance 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno said yesterday the ban on asylum seekers taking a job forces them to rely on hand-outs. 

He said: “At the close of 2012, there were more than 4,400 waiting over six months for decisions. 
“That’s 4,400 excluded, inactive, benefit-reliant people who could have been contributing to the British economy.” 
Lord Roberts will introduce a Bill to change the 1971 Immigration Act in the House of Lords today. 
He said the move would save taxpayers money and afford applicants the dignity of earning a living and cut their de-

pendency. 
He added: “Government can’t have it both ways. We must either allow the right to work or we must reform the pitiful 

support system.’  

Zimbabwe Association office agrees whole-heartedly! 

 

Amnesty says:  

Government's legal aid cuts  

threaten to 'decimate' access to justice 
Posted: 03 June 2013 
 

The government’s proposed cuts to legal aid and restrictions 

to the judicial review process constitute an unprecedented threat to accessing justice in England and Wales, 

Amnesty International has said.   

Amnesty believes the cuts will hit the most vulnerable in the country the hardest, with the proposed changes 

excluding individuals such as migrants, survivors of trafficking and children from accessing justice. The 

changes would also mean that government bodies would be less accountable for their actions. 

On 9 April the Ministry of Justice launched a consultation - “Transforming Legal Aid” - which proposes sig-

nificant changes and cuts to criminal and civil legal aid, the introduction of a “residency test” to limit access 

to civil legal aid, and cuts to the funding of applications for judicial review. These proposals follow unprece-

dented legal aid cuts recently introduced by the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 

2012, which came into force on 1 April 2013. Amnesty has condemned the proposals in response to the 

consultation. 

Amnesty International UK Refugee Researcher Paul Dillane said: 

“Access to justice is the very cornerstone of any civilised society and these new proposals could 

decimate that access for the most vulnerable people. 

 

“Had it not been for legal aid and vital access to judicial review, the UK government could have had 

blood on its hands from its attempt to forcibly return a Syrian political activist last October. It is 

shocking to think that decisions of this type will effectively be immune from challenge if the govern-

ment proceeds with these proposals. 
“This is also a false economy as, rather than saving significant sums, the government is likely to place great 
strain on the courts with the rise of desperate people trying to represent themselves. We are asking the 

government to urgently reconsider these proposals.”  

Molly Clutton-Brock (left) using the Neumann-

Neurode method of baby exercise at her clinic 

in southern Rhodesia (photo Sally Roschnik) 

April 2013 saw the loss of two 

great friends of Zimbabwe: 
Peter Mckay 
Molly Clutton-Brock 
They will be sadly missed. 

At Molly’s memorial service her daugh-

ter, Sally, shared the thoughts of   
Dunduzu Chisiza, a leading nationalist 
in Nyasaland. He died in a suspicious 
car accident at the time of its independ-
ence as Malawi in 1962. In 1961 he 
wrote a book titled Africa - what lies 

ahead: 
 

`My prayer is that the heroes of 
Africa may not indulge in the folly 
of personal revelry; 
That they may resist the temptation 
to laze off their lives in pomp and 
ceremony; 
That they may continue to look to 
the lot of the common man with 
the eyes of the nationalists instead 

of aristocrats; 
And have the prudence of handing 
over to younger blood before they 

forfeit the admiration of their  
countrymen.´  
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Lunch 
will be provided on the day. 
Watch the ZA website ZA 

Annual General Meet-

ing  

Sunday 30 October 
At St James Church 
Hall, Islington, Lon-

don 
 
. 
 

 
 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
MARGARET! 
 
ZA trustee Margaret Ling collected her 
Masters in Business Administration 
(MBA) at an Open University  graduation 
ceremony in Brighton on 27 April. 
“I learned a tremendous amount from the 
Zimbabwe Association,”  Margaret 
said.  “I’d like to acknowledge the input of 
ZA members, fellow trustees 
and particularly Sarah through several 
management assignments.   Your 
support and wise insights were undoubt-
edly a factor in the OU’s decision to 
award me a distinction. Thank you every-
one.” 

 
 VISIT TO ROMANIA AND REPORT BY PATSON MUZUWA,  8-11 May 2013 

The three year European Life Learning Programme (EDIT project) interaction towards social cohesion 
ended in the city of Suceava in Romania (a historic city). The project involved many people from vari-
ous walks of life and organisations. It was spearheaded by three countries and was a great opportunity 
for interaction and sharing of information. Lectures, Seminars, talks and visits to The Great Orthodox 
Monastery, Suceava County Police Inspectorate where participants were awarded diplomas by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs Romanian General Police Inspectorate Suceava County Police Chief Inspec-
tor. Participants joined the human chain with other people in a square to mark the great EU days. Our 
greatest thank you to the Denmark Refugee Council (DRC), British Refugee Council, West London 
Women Forum and all the participating organizations. Romania was and is a nice place to live with a 
resemblance to our country (Zimbabwe) that welcomes people from all walks of life. We greatly appre-
ciate the work put into the project by Maria Pavelescu (Project Coordinator), Fahira Mulamehic, Andrew 
Lawton, Mr. Ali, people of Denmark, Romanian teachers, police and all those from the United Kingdom.  
When the knowledge acquired is put into practice it would change the lives of many people. Zimbabwe 
Association is privileged to be part of the last days of such a resourceful programme and hopes to be 
part of all the forthcoming events and training. Photos can be seen at the facebook site and the Roma-

nian TV station and on Youtube. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=-W-xu3K-jHk 
Facebook: E.D.I.T. Social Cohesion 
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Refugees with 5 year leave 
to remain route to settlement 
 

If you are a refugee who has been granted 

a five year limited leave to remain and it is 

due to expire, you will need to apply 

for indefinite leave to remain (ILR) before 

your leave expires. 

 

You should submit your application form in 

the month before your limited leave expires. 

For example, if it ends on 30 August 2011, 

your application should reach UKBA be-

tween 30 July and 30 August 2011. 

It is important that you apply in time before 

your leave expires. This will ensure that: 

your case is considered easily, and 

your leave continues. 

If you do not apply in time, you will no 

longer have leave and the UKBA will carry 

out an in depth review of your case. This 

may lead to your removal from the UK. 

 

You should include all your dependants 

living in the UK on your application form, 

including those born in the UK since you 

were granted leave to remain. 
For information on how to apply 
for indefinite leave to remain before your 
leave expires, you should see the webpage 

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk  
 

Advice line for  

undocumented  

migrants in London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of 

 Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

 
 

 

Launch of New & Updated Self-Help 
Guide for Asylum Seekers and their 
Supporters by Crossroads Women’s 

Centre on Thursday 27 June 2013 

Healthcare Chaplaincy 
 
St Mary’s University College, Twick-
enham, is recruiting students to be-
gin its successful Foundation de-
gree in Healthcare Chaplaincy. 
 
This part-time two year course pro-
vides Priests, Religious and lay peo-
ple with a recognised NHS qualifica-
tion to be appointed as a Roman 
Catholic Hospital Chaplain. Sup-
ported by the Diocese of Westmin-
ster and the Catholic Bishops Con-
ference of England & Wales, the 
Foundation Degree combines pas-
toral experience with Theological 
learning to equip chaplains and vol-
unteers to work on behalf of the 
Church serving patients and staff 
within the NHS. 
 
For more details or to enrol for Oc-
tober, please email Fr Peter Scott at 
peterscott@rcdow.org.uk or call 
01932 563116. 

OPEN   
TUESDAYS 

 

 The ZA office aims to be open on 
Tuesdays for members to drop in 
and catch up on the latest news from 
Zimbabwe; meet other members; 

make use of the office facilities; brush 
up on computer skills; discuss volun-
teering opportunities; plan projects; 
use the ZA library Get involved! But 

call first ... 

Join the 60+ Club! 
 

A Zimbabwe Association social 
group for maturer members (but 
youth welcome too!) 
 
Recent activities included:  
 

Gardening  
(see photo below of Esther and 
Tamary at City Spitalfields Farm) 

Craftwork  
  See our Craft at Eco-chic market 
 

 

DO YOUR CHILDREN HAVE 
PROBLEMS ACCESSING 

HIGHER LEVEL 
 EDUCATION?  IF SO, 

PLEASE LET US KNOW.  
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 

REFUGEE COUNCIL has moved its 
head office to Stratford, East London. 
 
People seeking advice on the different 
stages of the asylum process should call 
our Own Language Telephone Advice 

Service on 0808 808 2255  
 
London Offices: (appointment only)
Finchley Rd, West London, Bethnal 

Green (therapeutic); (drop in) Croydon 
 
ZIMBABWE HUMAN RIGHTS 

NGO FORUM   
54 Commercial Street 
London E1 6LT 
Tel: 07824562991 
 
www.hrforumzim.org 

  

Asylum support rates 

frozen 
 

The Home Office has finally an-
nounced that the Government will not 
be increasing asylum support rates to 
take account of the increase in the 
cost of living for 2013-14. This is the 
second year in succession that asy-
lum support rates have been frozen 

 
OLD CASES?? 

 

Did you claim asylum long ago? 
(Perhaps you were refused and didn’t know 

what to do next.) 
If you claimed BEFORE 2007, and have not 
been granted any form of status or had your 
case resolved please contact ZA office. 

Thanks. 
 
 
 

 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN  
SERVICE   

 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

• Help you plan your return 

• Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

• Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

• In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS CAN NOW BE USED IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Continuation of Support Briefing : Asylum Support Appeals 
Project ( ASAP) Judges  found that entitlement to both Section 95 and 

Section 4 support continued until individuals received their status docu-

ments.   Decisions  largely made on the basis that until individuals who had 

been granted leave by UKBA had received their status documents,  they would 

be unable to access mainstream benefits or take up employment . See website 

for full briefing:  http://www.asaproject.org/  

. 

The UK regrets torture 

and compensates 

Kenyan victims after 

more than 50 years 
6 June 2013, London – Following 
four years of legal battle and faced 
with irrefutable evidence, the UK 
government has finally acknowl-
edged for the first time today the 
torture and ill-treatment inflicted by 
the colonial administration upon thousands of prisoners during the Kenya Emergency 
(1952-1960). 

In 2009, a group of elderly Kenyan victims of torture filed a claim against the British 
Government, which up until now the UK has strenuously resisted. REDRESS inter-
vened in the case and made written and oral submissions to the High Court on the 
issue of whether the claim was time-barred. 

Today’s settlement includes a compensation payment of £19.9m to more than 5,000 
survivors as well as UK funding of a memorial in Nairobi to Kenyan victims of colonial 
torture. Foreign Secretary William Hague expressed in Parliament his “sincere regret” 
but stopped short of issuing an apology. At the same time he reiterated that the British 
government does not consider itself liable for acts committed under colonial rule and 
stressed that it will not consider the settlement a precedent in other cases. 

“REDRESS welcomes the fact that these elderly survivors will at last receive some 
compensation and the public recognition that they had sought. It brings justice to vic-
tims and breaks the silence and denial that has surrounded their suffering for dec-
ades,” said Dadimos Haile, Interim Director of REDRESS. 

Call for artists: Journeys Festival 
ArtReach, the Platforma Hub Co-ordinator for the East Midlands, is inviting 
proposals from artists and performers from refugee backgrounds who are 
interested in taking part in the Journeys Festival in August. The deadline is 

28 June.  http://platforma.org.uk/resources/journeys-festival-call-artists 

14 YEAR RULE – CHANGES  
(some people are unaware that this rule has changed) 

 

On 9 July 2012 the provisions for settlement for overseas nationals who had been in the UK 

for 14 years – in some part without official leave to remain – were withdrawn. 
 
Under the new rules set out in the Home Office’s Statement of Intent on family migration, at 
least 20 years continuous residence in the UK, lawfully or unlawfully, will generally be re-
quired before an individual can apply to start route to UK settlement on the basis of the 

ECHR Article 8 right to respect for private life. 
 
The immigration rule that permits applications for settlement on the basis of 10 years con-
tinuous residence, where the entire period of residence has been spent lawfully, will con-

tinue unchanged. 
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DETENTION NEWS: 

 
. 

JUSTICE FOR BANGLADESH BUILDING COLLAPSE 

VICTIMS 
In the UK, War on Want have been driving the campaign to secure justice for the victims of the Rana Plaza build-
ing collapse in Bangladesh.  Primark have already promised to pay compensation to the victims that worked in its 
supplier factory. Matalan has promised to provide "financial and other support" to those affected. This falls far short 
of meeting the victims’ right to full compensation but is a sign that companies are feeling the pressure. 
Getting companies to take responsibility for their role in this disaster is a huge step forwards. The support of over 
60,000 people who have signed the petition has helped this happen. 
You can make a difference by signing the petition for Primark, Mango and Matalan to ensure the safety of workers 
and compensate victims of the building collapse in Bangladesh.   

Noise on Immigration is Drowning Out Real  
Problems 
Desperate to sound tough, politicians are in fact making it 
harder to improve the plight of domestic slaves in Britain. Can 
governments ever be tough enough on immigration? Ask any 
canvasser and they report grim news from the doorstep: 
whatever the issue - housing, jobs, benefits - in these hard 
times the blame has been successfully diverted on to mi-
grants for taking jobs and homes. Tighten the screw, pull up 
the drawbridge, cut off the attractions that draw them to the 
UK, but no political action is ever enough to sate the demand 
for tougher border defences. 
The government frequently takes noisy public action, even 
when it knows some things are far worse than useless. Eco-
nomically, it's madness to cut off valuable students from 
China and India for the sake of hitting a meaningless "net" 
migration statistic. Morally, some "action" means deliberately 
turning a blind eye to some abuse that would shock many of 
the same people who want immigration cut, if they knew. 
Read more: Polly Toynbee, Guardian, Monday 13/05/13 

Home Secretary Pays £40,000 To Immigration Detainee 
The Home Secretary has agreed to pay damages of £40,000 to a mentally ill man detained under immigration 
powers over 19 months between 26 January 2011 and 9 August 2012. Jed Pennington of Bhatt Murphy acted for 
the Claimant. 
 
The Claimant, whose identity is protected by an anonymity order, issued judicial review proceedings on 26 July 
2012. In the face of an order for an expedited hearing, the Home Secretary agreed to release the Claimant and he 
was restored to his liberty on 9 August 2012. The Home Secretary also conceded that the claim was arguable and 
permission was granted by Mr Justice Burton in December 2012. The matter was due to be heard at a full judicial 
review hearing on 10-11 July 2012; however settlement terms have now been agreed with the Home Secretary 
agreeing to pay the Claimant £40,000 damages as well as his legal costs. 
http://www.bhattmurphy.co.uk/bhatt-murphy-111.html#503 
 
 

Please Note  
If you know of any one who has been  detained 
in a removal centre please do let  the office 

know about the  detainee. 

Failed Asylum Seekers / Vulnerable Migrants and Access to Primary Care 
Despite clear statement from the Department of Health [1] and the other bodies [2], there is still considerable mis-
understanding at a local level who is eligible to register with a General Practitioner. 
General Practice should remain the main access to health care within the NHS.  Based on the principle that Gen-
eral Practitioners have a duty of care to all people seeking healthcare, the Royal College  of General Practitioners 
believes that General Practitioners should not be expected to police access to healthcare and turn people away 
when they are at their most vulnerable. [3] Further, it is important to protect individual and public health. [4] All vul-
nerable migrants, including refugees and asylum seekers, have the right to be fully registered with a NHS general 
practice. In fact the Department of Health's Table of Entitlement to NHS Treatment [5] states that asylum seekers 
are entitled to NHS primary medical services without charge. Note that General Practitioners have the discretion to 
register refused asylum seekers, to the same extent that they have this discretion to registering any patient, irre-
spective of residency status  - unless the list is full or the person resides outside the practice boundary. 
Read more: Royal College of General Practitioners(Updated January 2013) 
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

 
ZAS Leicester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/leicester/  
 
ZAM Manchester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/manchester/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

ZA T-SHIRTS      

FOR SALE 
ZA t-shirts (pale blue) are 
now for sale for £10, 

please contact the office. 

DocHouse are delighted to be screening  

BEATRICE MTETWA AND THE RULE OF LAW + Q&A with Beatrice Mtetwa and 

Director Lorie Conway, at the Lexi Cinema in Kensal Rise on 19 June at 8.30 pm. 

For two decades, Beatrice Mtetwa has been defending peace activists, journalists, opposition candi-

dates, farmers, and ordinary citizens jailed unjustly by the Mugabe government. Despite multiple 

arrests herself she continues to fight to uphold the rule of law which she believes in passionately. 

Lorie Conway's documentary tells the story of what happens when rulers place themselves above the 

law. 

To claim your discounted £5 ticket, call the Lexi 

Box Office (0871 7042069)and Quote the discount 

code: ‘Zimbabwe’ 

 

REFUGEE WEEK EVENTS (14-23 June) —Full programme: www.celebratingsanctuarylondon.org.uk 

Full details of Refugee Weeks events across the country: www.refugeeweek.org.uk 
Friday 21st June: AFRICA SPECIAL!  Rich Mix, 35-47 Bethnal Green Road, 7pm - African grooves 

brought to you in partnership with Focus Organisation and Rich Mix  
Wednesday 26 June—International Day in Support of Torture Victims, London (watch 
ZA website for detailsj) 

Thursday 27 June—Chenjerai Hove in Birmingham with ZA Drop In Centre at Carrs 

Lane Church, 6-9.30 pm 
Friday 28 June—Commonwealth Cultural Cluster—Consultation with Diaspora, Oxford House, 

London 

Saturday 29 June—Britain Zimbabwe Society Research Day, Culture, Oxford 

Saturday 29 June—Called to Justice and Freedom: A celebration of the Life and Legacy 
of Archbishop Trevor Huddleston CR KCMG  A service to mark the centenary of his birth. Saturday 

29 June, 11am  (Doors open at 10.30am for the service to start at 11.00am.) St Martin in the Fields, Trafalgar 
Square, London, WC2N 4JJ 
 
“No white person has done more for South Africa than Trevor Huddleston.” Nelson Mandela 
 
The service is open to all but it is essential to register in advance for the reception at: E: info@actsa.org     T: 

020 3263 2001 

Upcoming events 2013: 

We Need New Names  
By No Violet Bulawayo 
 

“To play the country-game, we have to choose a country. Eve-
rybody wants to be the USA and Britain and Canada and Aus-
tralia and Switzerland and them. Nobody wants to be rags of 
countries like Congo, like Somalia, like Iraq, like Sudan, like 
Haiti and not even this one we live in—who wants to be a 

terrible place of hunger and things falling apart?” 
 

Darling and her friends live in a shanty called Paradise, which of 
course is no such thing. It isn’t all bad, though. There’s mischief 
and adventure, games of Find bin Laden, stealing guavas, singing 

Lady Gaga at the tops of their voices. 
 

They dream of the paradises of America, Dubai, Europe, where 
Madonna and Barack Obama and David Beckham live. For Dar-
ling, that dream will come true. But, like the thousands of peo-
ple all over the world trying to forge new lives far from home, 
Darling finds this new paradise brings its own set of chal-

lenges—for her and also for those she’s left behind. 


