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Portrait of Patsy Robertson 

by Phyllis Dupuy 

New Patron for ZA 

 

Zimbabwe Association is  

delighted to announce that Patsy 

Robertson has agreed to be a 

patron of the ZA.  Patsy has had 

a distinguished career with the 

Commonwealth, acted as a  

member of the Commonwealth 

Observer Group to the Zimbab-

wean Presidential elections and is 

a member of the Commonwealth 

Organisations Committee on 

Zimbabwe. ZIMCALL 
 

Zimcall offers the 
cheapest calling rates 
to Zimbabwe and all 

over the world.  
 

Do you know about 
this product?  

Have you used it yet?  

Please try it and let us 
know what you think 

Asylum Help is a range of new services helping asylum seekers move 
through the application system and understand the process. It replaces all 
other UK government funded asylum advice services and will begin from 
1 April 2014. 

Contact: Asylum Helpline (Advice) on 0808 8000 630 or http://www.asylumhelpuk.org 

Upcoming Events: 

Thursday 24 April 2014 – 12 Years  
Research Project Public Meeting from 2 
– 4 pm  

Venue:  Leicester, Mayor’s Parlour, The 
Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, Leicester LE1 
5FQ 

 

Saturday 21 June 2014: BZS Research 
Day 'Politics, Culture and Identity in Zim-
babwe and its Diasporas', at St Antony's 
College, Oxford. 

 

Saturday 21 June 2014: Southwark 
Cathedral – all-night prayer vigil 6pm – 6 
am - Bernard Mizeki Special Service with  
Bishop of Southwark presiding & preach-
ing at the opening Eucharist at 7.30 pm 

Zimbabwe April 2014: 
Recent news stories highlight the deepening economic 
crisis in Zimbabwe which is worsening already high levels 
of unemployment. “People are desperate because of the 
job losses, and it is becoming increasingly difficult to pene-
trate the informal sector because it has become oversub-

scribed.” 
According to the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
(ZCTU) 75 companies have shut down since January, 
putting around 9,000 breadwinners out of work. (“Textile, 
farming, mining, construction, printing and retail sectors 
have been hard hit by company closures and downsizings, 
precipitated by poor power supplies, dwindling markets, & 

lack of capital to invest in new technologies & machinery.”) 
What should government be doing? 
Improving power supplies 
Recruiting competent personnel based on merit 
Developing a stable business & investment environment 
Abiding by the constitution 
What are they doing? 
Squabbling and struggling for power as evidenced by re-
cent headlines such as: Zanu PF, MDC succession strug-
gles intensify; Masvingo wants executive fired; Lack of 
political will stymies devolution; Mliswa exposes Rauten-
bach and Zanu PF patronage; Zanu PF succession war 

intensifies in the Midlands. 
“Nikuv digs in for the long haul” – depressing to see the 
entrenchment of a shameful organisation which has 

played a large part in creating the current mess 
Some good news is Chinamasa’s cutting of monthly sala-
ries and benefits for parastatals and local authorities ex-
ecutives pending finalisation of an audit process - may the 

move towards accountability continue. 
A letter from a Zimbabwean returnee explains why Zim-
babweans don’t want to come home: “I attained a Masters 
of Business Administration and a Diploma of Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and Supply ... still with that I am still 
unemployed ... I cannot even put food on the table for my 

children.” 

Zimbabwe is gifted with talented, hardworking people 
– they should be valued and treated with respect. They 
are the key to recovery.            By Sarah Harland 

We know what the problems are but how are we going to resolve them? How are we 

going to find the solutions? How can people find the courage to present the solu-

tions to politicians and how can we stop them avoiding their obligations and respon-

sibilities?   

We would love to hear  readers ideas on these questions!  

What can we do? 

http://www.asylumhelpuk.org/
http://asylumhelpuk.org/
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Lunch 
will be 

provided 
on the 
day. 

Watch 
the ZA 
website 
ZA 

An-

nual 

Gen-

eral 

Meet-

ing  
Sun-

day 

30 

Octo-

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

EDM 905: Support For Claimants Under Immigration & Asylum Act 1999 
That this House is concerned that support rates under section 4 and section 95 of the Im-
migration and Asylum Act 1999 are very austere; 
notes that a maximum payment of £35.39 per person per week is barely half the sum of 
income support and is often not sufficient to cover essential medical, food and transport 
costs; 
deems the maximum level of support of just £5.06 per person per day as a strong driver of 
asylum seekers' social exclusion in society; 
urges the Government to raise the support rates under section 4 and section 95 of the 
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 to a minimum of £45.44 per person per week, repre-
senting 80 per cent. of income support, for single adults; 
recognises that the cashless payment methods under which section 4 benefits are issued 
place detrimental limits on how families and individuals can buy fundamental goods and 
services and access transport; 
believes that restrictions on the use of the cashless payment method unfairly favour just 
nine of the UK's largest retailers, which damages local businesses; 
supports a move towards cash methods for distributing support payments; and urges the 
Government to reassess the conditions used to determine granting of support rates under 
section 4 so that they include people who are currently being refused or withdrawn from 
support but who clearly have substantial health needs as was the case previously. 
Sponsors: Sheerman, Barry/ Bottomley, Peter / Ritchie, Margaret / Durkan, Mark 
House of Commons: 06.01.2014 

Put your MP to work demand they sign EDM 905 
 

ZIMBABWE ELECTION SUPPORT NETWORK 

 
Reinstating postal voting will erode the gains of the new constitution 

  
Harare-07 January 2014- ZESN welcomes the government’s efforts to align the laws to the new constitution. 
The new constitution espouses values of transparency, accountability and responsiveness. In the same vein, the 
new constitution states that whatever the electoral system used it should be simple, accurate, verifiable, secure 
and transparent. ZESN is concerned with the proposal to reinstate the postal vote and scrap special voting. This 
proposal is clearly against the spirit and letter of transparency which was greatly promoted through the special 
vote. ZESN acknowledges the logistical problems faced during the special vote of 2013 which could be resolved 
by advance planning and the timely conduct of the election all of which were absent during the 2013 special vote 
which was done hurriedly as all other processes. In addition, the special vote was open to observation which 
enhanced transparency. ZESN notes that the logistical problems encountered during the casting of the special 
vote can be resolved if the commission is given adequate resources and time to prepare for the vote. It is too 
early to condemn the special vote given that it was the first time for the commission to conduct the vote and the 

five year electoral cycle provides the commission with enough time to review, learn and improve the process 

Beautiful Spring Flowers from Basilia Gondo 
 

Basilia recently got an order from a London fashion 

designer. Congratulations and may it be the first of 

many! 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/905
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 Habitual Residence Test 
 
18. Nigel Mills (Amber Valley) (Con): 
What plans he has for the habitual 
residence test. [901911] 
 
The Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions (Mr Iain Duncan Smith): 
Migrants must now meet a much 
tougher habitual residence test than 
before, showing the efforts they have 
made to find work before coming to 
the UK and that their English lan-
guage skills are not a barrier to get-
ting a job. They must also have been 
resident in the UK for three months 
before being able to access out-of-
work benefits. We have plans to 
make it even stronger, by introducing 
a minimum earnings threshold, with 
tougher questions on whether work is 
genuine, and job seekers from the 
European economic area will not re-
ceive housing benefit. 
 
Nigel Mills: I am grateful to the Secre-
tary of State for that detailed answer. 
I urge him to go a bit further and lis-
ten to the representations he has re-
ceived to extend the qualifying period 
for the habitual residence test, and 
make people have to be here for a 
year before they can get those bene-
fits. 
 
Mr Duncan Smith: As has been made 
clear beyond this Chamber, we are 
looking at that matter at the moment, 
and we have been discussing it with a 
number of other European nations, 
the vast majority of which are clear 
and with us on the idea that freedom 
of movement should not result in an 
opportunity for people to take benefits 
from wherever they want and to pick 
and choose their benefit areas. We 
are looking at how we can come to an 
agreement on those time scales and 
limits. 
House of Commons / 13 Jan 2014 : 
Column 575 

 

Greece Must End Collective 
Expulsions 
Strasbourg, 14/1/2014 - "The large 
number of reported collective expul-
sions by Greece of migrants, includ-
ing a large number of Syrians fleeing 
war violence, and allegations of ill-
treatment of migrants by members of 
the coast guard and of the border 
police raise serious human rights 
concerns. I call on the Greek authori-
ties to carry out effective investiga-
tions into all recorded incidents and 
take all necessary measures in order 
to end and prevent recurrence of 
such practices", said Nils Muiznieks, 
 
The Commissioner notes the recent 
adoption of legislative measures 
aimed at protecting migrants', includ-
ing minors', access to health and so-
cial care in initial reception centres. 
However, he underscores that collec-
tive expulsions of foreign nationals 
violate international and European 
human rights law and raise very seri-
ous issues of compatibility with the 
fundamental principle of non-
refoulement, enshrined in the UN 
Refugee Convention, by which 
Greece is bound. 

 
 

Advice line for  

undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  

Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 

on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Leicester and Manchester 
councils pass resolutions on 
destitution  
 

On 20 March, Leicester became 
the first Midlands City Council to 
pass a destitution motion. Then 
on 26 March, Manchester Coun-
cil voted unanimously in favour 
of a motion against destitution, 
bringing the total number of cit-
ies which have passed motions 
raising concerns over the desti-
tution of asylum seekers to 
eleven. (The Manchester Council 
discussion can be viewed on line 
(watch from 2:08:45 at the follow-
ing link) and for the text of the mo-
tion itself is at point 13 in the 
Agenda: http://
www.manchester.gov.uk/meetings/
meeting/1919/council) 
Other councils that have passed motions 

are:  Glasgow, Bristol, Sheffield, Oxford, 

Bradford, Leeds, Liverpool, Wakefield, 

Swansea  

Has your City Council passed a 

motion on destitution yet? 

Flying the Flag 

for the  

Commonwealth 

10 March 2014 
 
ZA/ZAS choir sing-

ing at the recent  

Commonwealth 

events held in 

Leicester 
 
Photos: David Morcom 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/debtext/140113-0001.htm#14011313000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/debtext/140113-0001.htm#14011313000024
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1919/council
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1919/council
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1919/council
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 

REFUGEE COUNCIL has moved its 
head office to Stratford, East London. 
 
People seeking advice on the different 

stages of the asylum process should call 

our Own Language Telephone Advice 

Service on 0808 808 2255  

 
London Offices: (appointment only)

Finchley Rd, West London, Bethnal 

Green (therapeutic); (drop in) Croydon 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERING—info from Still Human Still 

Here, Jan 2014  
 

Emma Makarova of Refugee Action noted that, following a meeting on 10 
December with the head of asylum policy, UKBA have confirmed that they 
have no legal authority to prevent volunteering by anyone at any stage 
in the asylum process and will not take action against or prevent any 
organisation from involving volunteers who are seeking asylum or who 
are appeal rights exhausted.  
   
Emma reported that UKBA were concerned to hear that regional UKBA 
teams are actively discouraging individuals who are volunteering and will be 
looking at reviewing their guidance in the near future. If you have any on-
going issues with people being prevented from volunteering by UKBA please 
let Emma know by e-mailing her at:emmam@refugee-action.org.uk   
 

OPEN  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays for members to drop in and 

catch up on the latest news from Zim-

babwe; meet other members; make use 

of the office facilities; brush up on com-

puter skills; discuss volunteering opportu-

nities; plan projects; use the ZA library 

Get involved! But call first ... 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

 Help you plan your return 

 Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

 Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

 In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS CAN NOW BE USED IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Please Note  
 

If you know of any one who 
has been  detained in a re-
moval centre please do let  the 
office know about the  de-

tainee. 

Immigration Bill Passes Through Commons 
Written by Frances Webber for IRR       
 

The progress of another punitive Bill which strips away legal protection from migrants and will increase 
homelessness, ill health and destitution, seems for now to have tri-partisan support. 
 
The Immigration Bill finished its passage through the House of Commons on 30 January. The third read-
ing ought to have been a last chance for MPs to consider seriously the devastating impact of the removal 
of the right to appeal wrong immigration decisions, the enormous accretion of powers to the executive, 
without whose consent judges may not grant bail in certain circumstances, or consider new grounds of 
appeal; the transformation of residential landlords into immigration enforcers, the denial of all shelter to 
those without papers. And principled opposition to the Bill, and particularly to the removal of appeal rights, 
the exclusion of undocumented migrants from the rental market, the introduction of policing duties for 
landlords and the extension of charges for NHS care, has poured in to the Bill's parliamentary scrutiny 
committee from professional associations, housing charities and experts. 
 
However, the level of scrutiny given to these careful, considered and reasoned arguments was derisory, 
and the level of parliamentary opposition pathetic. A small group of MPs, with Jeremy Corbyn, Caroline 
Lucas and Sarah Teather at its core, fought doggedly but in vain to rouse their fellows. Instead, the third 
reading became a battle among the wings of the Tory party as to which could be the toughest and which 
of the Right's whipping-boys would be the targets - the foreign criminals, the suspected terrorists or the 
Romanian and Bulgarian 'scroungers'. Provisions which turn migrants into outlaws, without remedies 
against illegal decisions and excluded from fundamental rights of shelter and health care, were nodded 
through. 

Read more:  IRR, 07/02/14 
 
[Britain remains blind to the reasons why threatened minorities and activists are forced to flee hostile re-
gimes, treating those who seek asylum with hostility and disdain. We must recognise the bravery of those 
who want for their country the freedoms we take for granted.] 

mailto:emmam@refugee-action.org.uk
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Immigration Bill Could Create 'Climate Of Ethnic Profiling' 

The UN refugee agency has condemned David Cameron's proposed immigration laws over fears they could stig-
matise foreigners, deny housing to people in need and create a "climate of ethnic profiling". 
 
In a highly critical document, the office of the United Nations high commissioner for refugees, António Guterres, 
raised concerns that the immigration bill will damage communities and lead to the marginalisation of refugees and 
asylum-seekers. 
 
It comes after Tories reacted angrily to the UN's special investigator on housing, Raquel Rolnik, who warned ear-
lier this year that the bedroom tax was causing "shocking" hardship in parts of the UK. 
 
Cameron has proposed the immigration bill in order to crack down on illegal immigrants, restricting access to bank 
accounts and private housing, as well as forcing temporary migrants to pay for public services such as the NHS. 
 
However, the commissioner is worried that legal refugees and asylum-seekers will be caught up in the new restric-
tions, as landlords, GPs and banks will find it difficult to interpret their immigration status. The commissioner said 
these protected groups would suffer discrimination if the legislation went ahead.     

Read more;  The Guardian, Thursday 26 December 2013     

Illegal Immigrants & Foreign Offenders 'Left in Detention for Years' 
 
John Vine, the independent chief inspector of borders and immigration, says a sample group of 27 foreign offenders whose cases 
were examined in detail by inspectors had each been locked up for an average of 563 days - more than 18 months - beyond the end 
of their sentences. 
 
In one case, Vine found that a detainee had been held for 1,288 days - more than three and a half years - because there was no 
passport to send him home with. The chief inspector said that detention had so far cost the taxpayer £211,032, at the rate of £164 a 
night. 
 
He called for an urgent review of all the long-term immigration detainees for whom a lack of travel documents was the primary bar-
rier to their removal. He said the Home Office could not even tell him the overall scale of the problem and only had detailed figures 
for foreign national offenders, not all illegal migrants facing removal. 
Read more: Alan Travis, theguardian.com,  27/03/13 

Report of the Immigration Bill in the Lords  
 

On 3 April, the House of Lords discussed an amendment, tabled by Baroness Masham and Lord Rogers, which 

would ensure that charges for primary healthcare are not made when it is not cost effective to do so or where this 

would put public health at risk. Baroness Hamwee, Baroness Williams, Baroness Smith and the Earl of Sandwich 

supported the amendment and the Government agreed that Lord Howe would meet again with interested Peers 

when more detailed proposals for the charging arrangement have been developed.  
 

Lord Roberts, Baroness Lister and the Bishop of Leicester re-tabled the permission to work amendment and were 

supported by the Earl of Sandwich, the Earl of Listowel, Baroness Hamwee, Lord Hussain and Baroness Manzoor. 

However, the Government gave no ground, repeating its claim that the proposed reduction in the time asylum seek-

ers are excluded from working while waiting for an initial decision "could encourage those who are not genuinely in 

need of protection to enter the asylum system for economic reasons." 

Bishop of Southwark Lent Appeal 
 
Bishop Christopher visited some of the Lent call pro-

jects during February accompanied by his Chaplain and 

Director of Communications.  See link below for 

‘Around Zimbabwe in Ten Days’ - an account of their 

visit. i 

 

http://www.southwark.anglican.org/what/lentcall   

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/26/uk-immigration-bill-climate-ethnic-profiling-unhcr
http://theguardian.com/
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/mar/27/immigration-illegal-home-office-failures-abuses-inspector-watchdog
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 
London E2 6HG 
tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

 
ZAS Leicester http://

zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/leicester/  

 
ZAM Manchester http://

zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/manchester/  

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 

apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

FOR SALE:  
ZA T-SHIRTS £10      
& GREAT  
KNITWEAR  
please contact the office 

Reader’s Letter: 

 

You are probably aware that authorities embarked on a program collecting information from Western Union and 
other money transfer sources to curb the abuse of the social benefit system by those who send proceeds of such 
benefit money received back to their respective families.  
 

Whatever action taken against such culprits will impact negatively particularly on asylum seekers who may be doing 
part time jobs. I wish that our members were made aware so that they can make an informed choice whether or not 
to continue sending money back home in the manner as it were. 
 

People are now being asked for proof of identity when sending out money.  
 

Perhaps further research on the matter would be ideal to get to the bottom of it 

Twelve Years:  
Zimbabwean asylum seekers’  
experiences in the United Kingdom from 2001 to 2013 
 

We are still looking for: 

 Volunteers willing to be interviewed 

 Volunteers for design work and photography 

 Volunteers for exhibition creation work 

 Volunteers for event management and helping with events 

 Volunteers for involvement in planning and writing of Teachers’ 

Packs  

 
 

Do you need to make amends with someone from your past? 
 Have you lost touch with someone who you’re longing to say “thank you” to?  

 

A new BBC One documentary series can help.  

 

Wall to Wall, a TV production company known for programmes like “Who Do You Think You Are”  

and “Long Lost Family” are making a new series called “The Gift”.  

 

The concept of “The Gift” is all about resolution and reconciliation – helping people to make amends  

for something that they have done or to express their gratitude to someone who has affected their  

life in a really profound way. Many people in the UK shoulder some form of regret which they’d like  

to make amends for, or have someone from their past who they’re longing to say ‘thank you’ to. But  

what happens if that person is unable to do so because these feelings relate to someone who they  

are unable to make contact with?  

 

 ‘The Gift’ will help people who would like to locate an important person from their past to finally  

say ‘sorry’ or ‘thank you’ where they’ve not had the opportunity before. With a team of professional  

mediators, psychologists and experts in tracing people, we aim to put these people in touch, help  

them find a gesture or gift that represents their feelings, and support them through a meeting. 

 
We would love to hear from Zimbabwean migrants, refugees or those who have 

sought asylum in the UK who may have someone from their past who they’d like 

to trace.  

 

If this is of interest to anyone, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

ruby.coote@walltowall.co.uk/ 020 3301 7871.  

Volunteers at the 

Oral History 

Interviewing  
training at Oxford 

House, London 

 
24 February 2014 

mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:zimbabweassociation@yahoo.co.uk
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/

