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Returns to Zimbabwe by UKBA  
 
The Minister of State for Borders and 
Immigration, Phil Woolas, 29 October 
2009: (full statement) 
 
I am announcing today our intention to 
make changes over time to our returns 
policy to Zimbabwe, recognising the 
different categories of people currently living 
in the UK. This reflects developments in 
Zimbabwe following the formation of the 
Inclusive Government led by Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai.  
As Prime Minister Tsvangirai has set out, 
including during his visit to the UK in June, 
there have been some positive changes in 
the situation in Zimbabwe over the past six 
months. While a great deal remains to be 
done to institute the political and other 
reforms set out in the Global Political 
Agreement, the indiscriminate violence 
which marred the elections of 2008 has 
abated. And the formation of the Inclusive 
Government has led to improvements in the 
economy, schools and the availability of 
basic commodities. In response to this 
changed situation some Zimbabweans in 
the UK are considering returning home to 
help rebuild their country. I consider we 
should be doing more to help them.  
 
On 1 February we announced 
enhancements to the Assisted Voluntary 
Return (AVR) package for Zimbabweans.  
 
AVR packages are available for individuals 
of all nationalities who are within the asylum 
system. The standard package provides 
support to help them reintegrate into their 
home country, including £4,000 for 
vocational training, assistance in setting up 
a business and a flight home. Since 
February the package for Zimbabweans has 
been supplemented with an extra £2,000 of 
reintegration assistance. This includes 
additional £500 cash on departure, extra 
£1,000 ‘in kind’ assistance for business set-
up, a £500 basic subsistence package and 
cholera prevention kits.  
 
We are today changing the way we deliver 
our supplementary package for 
Zimbabweans such that the total value 
remains the same but, instead of providing 
the assistance ‘in kind’, cash payments will  

 
 

 
 
now be phased in over a six month period 
through the IOM office in Harare. Making 
cash available to those who go home will 
support economic reform in Zimbabwe - 
enabling people to return voluntarily and use 
their skills to support change and help 
rebuild Zimbabwe with capital behind them. 

The scheme will also be extended until 31 
December and will be reviewed at that point.  
Alongside these changes to our voluntary 
returns package we have also considered 
carefully our position on enforced returns to 
Zimbabwe. We have kept this issue under 
review since the Home Office first deferred 
enforced returns to Zimbabwe in September 
2006 and the courts have found that not all 
Zimbabweans are in need of international 
protection. The UK Border Agency will 
therefore be starting work over the autumn 
on a process aimed at normalising our 
returns policy to Zimbabwe, moving towards 
resuming enforced returns progressively as 
and when the political situation develops.  
 
The Agency takes its obligations under the 
1951 Refugee Convention seriously. We will 
continue to consider each case on its 
individual merits and where someone needs 
protection it will be granted. However, we 
have always expected those found not to be 
in need of protection to return home. We 
prefer these individuals to return voluntarily 
and the enhancements to the AVR scheme 
will support this, but where they choose not 
to do so we are bound to take steps, over 
time, to enforce the law. (See ZA response 
on p.4) 

 
2009 ZA AGM Report  
 
The Zimbabwe Association held its AGM on 
the 25th October. It was well attended with 
around 80 members attending the meeting. 
The event started with the ladies from the 
drop-ins doing the cooking and preparing 
the lunch for the guests. The guest of 
honour was Father MacGarry who updated 
us about the situation in the rural areas in 
Zimbabwe. Jesuit Priest Brian MacGarry has 
worked in Zimbabwe on development and 
human rights issues since 1968. At the 
meeting he spoke about how Zimbabweans 
are suffering under the government of Unity.  
 
Father Brian spoke about his work in 
Zimbabwe promoting healing through 
workshops in the community counselling 
victims of torture. The counselling groups of 
about 8 people per group were facilitated by 
torture survivors and aimed to provide 'first 
aid' assistance to those who had suffered. 
More severely traumatized people were 
referred to specialist organizations. In many 
cases the workshops resulted in participants 
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Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 
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Nearest tube: Old Street 

Tel Number is: 020 7549 0355 
Fax Number is 020 7549 0356 
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appointment if you want to visit 

THANK YOU, LYNDALL! 
 
 A big thank you goes to Lyndall Stein, a 
very good friend of the Zimbabwe 
Association (ZA), who came to our rescue 
during a difficult time. ZA was struggling 
to raise funds to keep going (and to 
respond to all the calls for help we’ve been 
getting) when Lyndall stepped in. She set 
up an appeal for ZA, and in less than a 
month raised more than £10 000! You can 
also donate through the link at 
www.justgiving.com, or even follow her 
inspirational example by setting up a 
fundraising page to keep ZA going! 

 
Lyndall Stein – a ZA star 
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having the 'freedom to forgive' those who 
had hurt them. 
  
The communities generally identified 
different levels of perpetrator ranging from 
those who were responsible for organizing 
the violence, to those who were forced into 
committing it. The possibility of having 
workshops containing both victims and 
perpetrators had been raised. About 10% of 
the population had experienced torture. 
  
When questioned about how things were on 
the ground in Zimbabwe, Father Brian 
commented that although life was still 
difficult there were signs that it was possible 
to speak a little more freely than in the past 
and that the time when ordinary policemen 
will refuse to obey political orders seems to 
be getting nearer. 
  
Father Brian was asked about how people 
could continue to help their families from the 
UK. He suggested that the diaspora should 
help their families but should also give some 
thought to helping the community as well. A 
borehole for someone's mother could help 
the whole community (provided they were 
given access to the water) and would be 
better than building the mother a mansion. 
 
Very few people are in formal employment. 
However, he does not see the economy as 
the primary problem. The fundamental issue 
is that society has been disrupted and 
destroyed by a small group with a mania for 
control. Father Brian reminded the audience 
that much land that changed hands in the 
1980s and was resettled had been state 
land. Land that was bought for resettlement, 
often went to ZANU-PF. Hardly anyone who 
holds land has secure tenure: tenure 
depends on the will of the Party. Some black 
commercial farmers who acquired land 
outside the Party were evicted in 2000.  
 
Also speaking at the AGM was one of the 
trustees, JoAnn McGregor, who spoke about 
“Legacies of Detention”, recent research 
carried out by Zimbabwe Association and 
the UCL. The report highlighted the effects 
of detention on asylum seekers. The report 
can be downloaded from our website 
www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk  
 

 
Father Brian MacGarry speaking at the AGM 

 

ZA Trustees, from left to right, JoAnn, Alan, 
Margaret and Tim 
 

Members of ZA at the AGM 2009 
 

Advisory Committee: Thoko steps 
down, Pelagia steps up 
 ZA advisory committee member, Thoko 
Mazura, stepped down at the AGM. Thoko 
used to visit detainees at Yarslwood. We 
would like to thank her for her contribution to 
the advisory committee. At the AGM Thoko 
spoke about the difficulties faced by the 
detainees and their children. She also 
emphasised that a number of Zimbabwean 
detainees are those who have not yet 
resolved their nationality issues. 
 

 
Thoko Mazura  
 
ZA strongly advises its members to resolve 
their nationality issues if they entered UK 
with non- Zimbabwean passports. Recently 
they have been removals of Zimbabweans 
(who travelled on Malawi passports) to 
Malawi.  
 
If you entered UK with a non-Zimbabwean 
passport it is essential to get legal advice 
before you make any asylum claim as a 
Zimbabwean. Try contacting Refugee and 
Migrant Justice, or a local law centre or 
Citizens Advice Bureau for legal help. 
 
A warm welcome to Pelagia Zigangwe – we 
look forward to working with her in 2010! 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIP RATES 
 
During the 2009 AGM a resolution was 
passed to change the membership fees of 
the Zimbabwe Association, in order to cover 
the costs of membership. With immediate 
effect the full ordinary membership was 
increased from £10 to £15 per year. This 
applies to any one who is working despite 
one’s status. Concessionary fees were 
increased from £2 to £5 per annum. Please 
do not send any postal stamps as they 
will no longer be accepted as a form of 
payment. The joint membership rate was 
increased from £12 to £20. This applies 
mostly to families living at one address.  
 
Ordinary members will receive our seasonal 
newsletters and an invitation to the AGM. 
 
BECOME A CHAMPION OF THE ZA: A 
new category of supporter of the ZA to be 
known as “a champion” was introduced.  
 
Champions of the ZA will give continuous 
support to the ZA, ie champions will sign up 
to give a minimum of £5 per month.  
 
Champions will get our newsletters, invites 
to the AGM, monthly email or flier with news 
briefing, invites to the ZA Spring Event, 
Strategy Day, Training Day and a place on 
the ZA roll of honour in the annual report! 
 

UKBA Changes to Further 
submissions: Asylum 
applications  

The UK Border Agency has issued 
new guidance requiring all further 
submissions or fresh asylum claims to 
be made in person, by appointment, 
at the Home Office.  The change 
takes effect from 12 October 2009. 

'Legacy' cases (where the initial 
application was made before 5 March 
2007) will have to make an 
appointment with the UKBA in 
Liverpool. Their telephone number is 
0151 237 0980.  

New Asylum model cases (Post 5 
March 2007)  will need to   make 
submissions or fresh claims by 
appointment at their regional 
reporting centre (e.g. Vulcan House in 
Sheffield for South Yorkshire, 
Waterside Court in Leeds for West 
Yorkshire, Communication House,  
London) etc.  
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What to do now with the new 
UKBA changes 

This information is about changes made by 
the UK Border Agency on 14 October 2009. 
 
Making an asylum claim 
This section applies to those who are in the 
UK, have never made an asylum claim and 
now wish to do so. If you are in this 
situation, you are advised to seek legal 
advice. However, if you delay making your 
claim, this may be used as a reason to 
doubt that you are telling the truth or a 
reason to refuse you housing or financial 
support. 
 
Is it necessary to make an appointment: 
It is not necessary to make an appointment 
in order to make an initial asylum claim – i.e. 
to claim asylum in the UK for the first time. 
You may make an asylum claim at the 
Croydon Asylum Screening Unit (ASU) at 
Lunar House, 40 Wellesley Road, Croydon 
CR9 2BY. The ASU is open between 8.00 
am and 1.00 pm for all new asylum-seekers. 
However, it is possible to make an 
appointment (see below). 
How to make an appointment: You do not 
need to make an appointment. However, if 
you wish to, you can make an appointment 
by telephoning 020-8196 4524 between 
09.00 am and 3.00 pm. 
 
Exceptions: You should seek legal advice if 
you cannot travel to Croydon to make your 
asylum claim, if, for example, you are in 
prison, detention or hospital. Different 
arrangements can be made. 
 
Making further submissions in a legacy 
case 
A legacy case is where someone first 
claimed asylum before 5 March 2007 and 
his or her claim was not dealt with by a New 
Asylum Model (NAM) caseowner. This 
section applies if your case is a legacy case, 
you have been refused asylum, and you 
now wish to provide new or additional 
reasons why you should be allowed to stay 
in the UK (this is called making further 
submissions). You are advised to seek legal 
advice. However, if you delay making further 
submissions, this may be used as a reason 
to doubt you are telling the truth. Further 
submissions are usually made in writing. 
Before 14 October, further submissions 
could be sent by post. 
 
Is it necessary to make an appointment: 
The UK Border Agency says that it is 
necessary to make an appointment to travel 
to Liverpool to make further submissions if 
your case is a legacy case. If you are unable 
to travel to Liverpool, you should seek legal 
advice. A legal representative may be able 

to challenge the UK Border Agency’s 
requirement that you must travel to 
Liverpool, but it is too early to know whether 
or in what circumstances a challenge may 
be successful. 
How to make an appointment: You can 
telephone 0151-237 0980. This telephone 
line is operated Monday to Friday between 
9.00 am and 4.00 pm. 
 
Who needs to attend: If you wish to make 
further submissions, the UK Border Agency 
says you must attend in person. If you have 
family members who are dependent on you 
(e.g. you have a spouse or children whose 
claims are to be decided in line with your 
own), they do not need to attend with you. If 
they were not previously dependent on your 
asylum claim, the UK Border Agency says it 
would prefer if they did attend – but this is 
not a requirement. 
 
What will happen when you go to make 
your further submissions: You may be 
asked to prove your identity. If you have an 
ARC (Asylum Registration Card) you may 
use this. You may be fingerprinted. There 
will not be an interpreter available. You will 
not be interviewed about your further 
submissions. You will simply be asked to 
hand these in. You should be given a written 
receipt. If you are not given a written receipt, 
you should ask for one. There will be no 
decision made while you are there. 
 
Can you get your travel expenses paid: 
The UK Border Agency says it will not pay 
travel expenses for you to attend to make 
further submissions. 
 
Making further submissions in NAM 
cases 
A New Asylum Model (NAM) case is where 
someone’s asylum claim has been dealt with 
by a NAM caseowner. This applies if you 
first claimed asylum on or after 5 March 
2007. This section applies if your case is a 
NAM case, you have been refused asylum, 
and you now wish to provide new or 
additional reasons why you should be 
allowed to stay in the UK (this is called 
making further submissions). You are 
advised to seek legal advice. However, if 
you delay making further submissions, this 
may be used as a reason to doubt you are 
telling the truth. Further submissions are 
usually made in writing. Before 14 October, 
further submissions could be sent by post. 
 
Is it necessary to make an appointment: 
It is not necessary to make an appointment 
to make further submissions if your case is a 
NAM case. You can make your further 
submissions at your regular reporting event 
(unless you report to a police station). 
Otherwise, your NAM caseowner can tell 
you how to make your further submissions. 

Who needs to attend: If you wish to make 
further submissions, the UK Border Agency 
says you must attend in person. If you have 
family members who are dependent on you 
(e.g. you have a spouse or children whose 
claims are to be decided in line with your 
own), they do not need to attend with you. If 
they were not previously dependent on your 
asylum claim, the UK Border Agency says it 
would prefer if they did attend – but this is 
not a requirement. 
What will happen when you go to make 
your further submissions: You may be 
asked to prove your identity. If you have an 
ARC (Asylum Registration Card) you may 
use this. You may be fingerprinted. There 
will not be an interpreter available. You will 
not be interviewed about your further 
submissions. You will simply be asked to 
hand these in. There will be no decision 
made while you are there. Instead, your 
further submissions will be sent on to 
somebody else to make a decision. You 
should be given a written receipt for the 
further submissions you hand in. If you are 
not given a written receipt, you should ask 
for one. 
 
Can you get your travel expenses paid: 
The UK Border Agency says it will not pay 
travel expenses for you to attend to make 
further submissions. However, if you make 
your further submissions at your regular 
reporting event you may benefit from the UK 
Border Agency policy on paying travel 
expenses for people to report. 
 
Exception 
There are some exceptions where the 
procedures explained here will not apply. 
 

Comment 
 
Many organizations including Zimbabwe 
Association are worried about the UK Border 
Agency’s sudden changes. They may 
prevent some individuals from making their 
asylum claims or making further 
submissions as many people are unlikely to 
have the resources to travel to Liverpool (or 
elsewhere) in person to make further 
submissions. This is likely to increase delays 
and costs in the asylum system. Someone 
who is unable to make further submissions 
in person will nevertheless be entitled to 
make these submissions if, and when, he or 
she is detained to be removed from the UK. 
The UK Border Agency will be required to 
consider these submissions before any 
removal continues. It may also prove 
necessary for legal representatives to bring 
judicial review challenges against removal in 
these circumstances in order to ensure that 
further submissions are properly considered.  
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RETURNS TO ZIMBABWE – ZA 
response to Phil Woolas 
statement (29.10.09) 
 
Most Zimbabweans are keen to go home 
and rebuild their country but when the time 
is right. The present precarious situation – 
with a new wave of attacks following 
Tsvangirai’s recent withdrawal from the 
Inclusive Government and SADC foreign 
ministers holding political crisis talks in 
Harare - means they are understandably 
cautious about returning now. 
 
Some of those who heeded Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai’s call in June 2009 to return 
home have regretted their decision. One 
teacher emailed ZA to say: “attempts to re-
register for teaching have been futile as we 
are being punished for having been away in 
the UK”. The teacher is now “lying low for 
fear of victimisation”. 
 
Another returnee, Edwin Chingami, was 
murdered in August 2009 by Zanu PF 
youths shortly after his return, for ‘being a 
sell out’. ZA welcomes the improvement of 
the Assisted Voluntary Return (AVR) 
package for those wishing to return home 
voluntarily. 
 
However, it is disappointing that the 
Minister’s statement contains the threat of 
enforced removals which means those 
thinking of returning home voluntarily will 
now be suspicious about the enhanced AVR 
package. It is counterproductive and will 
result in much stress and anxiety among the 
Zimbabwean community in the UK. A more 
positive and constructive approach would be 
for the UKBA to focus on achieving a long-
term sustainable return to Zimbabwe, when 
the conditions are right. 
More information is available from 
www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk or you 
can email us at the following email-address 
info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk.  
 
 

DRINKING and DRIVING at  
Christmas 

 
BE WARNED that police will be out in force 
over Christmas. Anyone involved in an 
accident during the festive season is likely to 
be breathalysed. The start of the festive 
season will see officers taking part in 
random roadside stop-checks which will last 
until the end of the New Year celebrations. 
Enjoy the Christmas season, but remember 
drinking and driving do not mix. With 
prison sentences of up to six months for 
those caught over the limit, drink driving is 
an unnecessary gamble to take and it may 
cost you more if you are still trying to 
regularise your stay in this country. 

Internal displaced Zimbabweans 
 
Most times we always feel sympathy about 
the asylum seekers who are living in limbo in 
the diaspora. In Zimbabwe there are 
hundreds of thousands who are internally 
displaced for many reasons. It should go 
without saying that President Mugabe and 
his government bear sole responsibility for 
the displacement of so many people. No one 
knows with any degree of certainty how 
many IDPs there are in Zimbabwe, a state of 
affairs which is itself not a matter of 
happenstance but of design on the part of 
those who are responsible for Zimbabwe’s 
displacement crisis. However, what is 
reasonably clear is that there are several 
hundred thousand, and perhaps as many as 
one million or more forcibly displaced 
Zimbabweans. They have been displaced 
over a number of years and in a variety of 
circumstances. What they all have in 
common is that their displacement was a 
direct or indirect result of government 
actions and policies. 
 
During the time of Gukurahundi many 
people from Matabeleland were displaced 
because of the killings and violence. The 
next large group of displaced people lost 
their homes, and their livelihoods, as a result 
of the land reform program, in particular the 
so-called fast-track land reform and 
resettlement program which started in 2000. 
An estimated 570,000 Zimbabweans, 
victims of Operation Murambatsvina 
(Operation “Clear the Filth”), between May 
and July 2005, were made homeless by 
government authorities destroying homes in 
towns and cities across Zimbabwe. The 
government presented Operation 
Murambatsvina as “a simple clean-up 
operation and a crack-down of crime”, 
intended to deal with the problem of illegal 
structures in high-density urban areas which 
did not comply with planning and building 
regulations.  
 
The opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC) had taken 26 out of 30 urban 
seats in parliamentary elections in March 
2005. The actions of the ruling ZANU-PF 
party in the following months were seen as 
being aimed at punishing MDC supporters, 
weakening the MDC’s traditional urban 
base, and pre-empting an urban uprising 
against the government. Economic hardship 
had over the years driven many people from 
the rural areas to towns and cities, a 
process which had been accelerated by the 
government’s disastrous land reform 
program. ZANU-PF had never been able to 
control Zimbabwe’s urban population in the 
same way as rural Zimbabwe, ZANU-PF’s 
traditional stronghold, where it controlled 
people through traditional chiefs, war 

veterans, youth militias and political 
patronage, including through government 
controlled food aid. Operation 
Murambatsvina left many of its victims with 
no option but to return to the rural areas, 
where they were less likely to pose a threat 
to the government. 
 

 
Internal Displaced Zimbabweans  
 
Many former farm workers who were 
deprived of their livelihoods by the fast-track 
land reform program turned to informal gold 
panning as their only alternative source of 
income. They were later joined by small 
traders who were deprived of their market 
stalls by Operation Murambatsvina in 2005. 
In November 2006, the government of 
Zimbabwe unleashed Operation 
Chikorokoza Chapera (Operation “No Illegal 
Panning”), in the course of which the homes 
of thousands of informal miners were 
destroyed. The government accused the 
informal gold panners of fuelling inflation by 
selling the gold on the black market. It also 
voiced concerns about environmental 
damage caused by illegal mining practices. 
Editor 

 

 
THREE PHONE NETWORK 
Some of us have signed up for the 
Three Phone network so we can talk 
to each other for free. It’s done 
wonders for our phone bills! If you 
want to make free (or cheap) calls to 
Patson or Sarah then it might be 
worth thinking of changing to this 
network. 

Festive Season 
 ZA Office closure dates 

 
The Zimbabwe Association office 
will be shut for Christmas and New 
Year from 18th December 2009 to 
5th January 2010. If you are in an 
extreme emergency regarding your 
immigration status, and are 
threatened with imminent removal 
from the United Kingdom, you can 
contact RMJ on 07831 598 057 
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CREDIBILITY is Everything  
 
The current Country Guidance Case on 
Zimbabwe (RN) says: Those at risk on 
return to Zimbabwe on account of imputed 
political opinion are no longer restricted to 
those who are perceived to be members or 
supporters of the MDC but include anyone 
who is unable to demonstrate support for or 
loyalty to the regime or Zanu-PF. 
 
But if you are found “not credible”, it is 
unlikely that your appeal will be allowed 
under RN, even if you have been politically 
active for years.  
 
Keeping to the truth and keeping things 
simple is one way to win your case. Do NOT 
exaggerate! 
 
 If it has taken years for you to claim asylum 
since coming to the UK, then you must think 
hard about your reasons for delaying making 
an asylum claim. (Do you need asylum? Are 
you really at risk of persecution?) Next take 
legal advice and see what options you have 
before making any final decisions. 

Applying for PERMISSION to work 
 
ZO and MM were successful in the Court of 
Appeal in arguing that fresh claims for 
asylum applications are covered under the 
Reception Directive. The Court of Appeal’s 
decision in ZO and MM is binding which 
means fresh claims are covered by the 
Reception Directive. Therefore, asylum 
seekers who have made fresh claims are 
able to apply for permission to work after 
twelve months. ZO, MM and Tekle all 
received permission to work as a result of 
the Court of Appeal’s decision. 
 
Tekle was successful in the High Court in 
arguing that the employment restrictions on 
asylum seekers who were faced with an 
extended period of time without a clear end 
date waiting for UKBA to make a decision on 
their claim was a violation of Article 8 of the 
Human Rights Act. 
 
The High Court also concluded that 
permission to work should include business 
start up and self employment. At present, 
the Home Office does not allow asylum 
seekers to be self employed or to start their 
own business, only to be an employee. The 
High Court’s decisions, on Article 8 and the 
types of work asylum seekers can engage 
in, are not binding (i.e. law). However, they 
can act as a persuasive precedent for future 
legal challenges.  
 
The Court of Appeal’s decision in ZO and 
MM means that if you are the main applicant 
on a fresh claim for asylum which was made 
more than twelve months ago and you have 
not received a decision from the Home 
Office, you are entitled to apply for 
permission to work under the Reception 
Directive. The Reception Directive 
enables the main asylum applicant to 
apply for permission to work if: 
 
• You waited more than 12 months for an 
initial decision by the Home Office on your 
asylum claim or fresh claim for asylum; 
• The delay in the Home Office’s decision 
was not your fault; and 
• Your claim for asylum or fresh claim 
application is ongoing, even if it is now at the 
appeal stage. 
 
If the Home Office does not grant you 
permission to work on the basis that they 
are waiting for a decision on a petition to the 
House of Lords following the Court of 
Appeal’s decision, or for reasons not listed 
above, you should seek legal advice on 
challenging this position. We have uploaded 
a draft template letter on our website 
www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk for 
those who qualify under this ruling and are 
seeking permission to work. (Please let us 

know if you send a letter in and what 
response you get. If people are being 
refused permission to work we will 
investigate the chances of making a legal 
challenge.) 

 

BIRMINGHAM DROP IN CENTRE 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
 

The Birmingham Drop In Centre is 
holding a family Christmas party on 
Saturday 12 December 2009, at the 
Piers Road Resource Centre from 2 
pm.  
 
If you fancy coming along, please call 
the office (or Mary) so we have an 
idea of numbers. See you there! 
 

ACTSA (Action for Southern 
Africa) 
 
At the ACTSA AGM on 31 October 2009, 
the NEC recommended that ACTSA: 
* continue its campaign to support 
democracy, rights and development for 
Zimbabwe 
* continue in particular to support trade 
unions and civil society activists in 
Zimbabwe, especially through the ZCTU, 
working closely with the TUC and affiliated 
unions 
* continue its campaign to support the rights 
of Zimbabwean women and in particular 
their rights to dignity and freedom from 
violence 
* deepen its solidarity work on Zimbabwe 
supporting twinning and linking of unions 
and communities through democratic 
structures 
* monitor the situation in Zimbabwe closely 
and provide regular updates and information 
*campaign for Zimbabweans in Britain to 
have the right to work and education and 

Contact Details for ZA Drop-In Centres 
 

London Drop-In Centre 
Every Friday from 10. 30 to 4 pm 

84 Mayton Street 
London 
N7 6QT 

Run by Stella 07957786416 
 
 

Birmingham Drop-In Centre 
Every Monday from 11am to 2pm 

1 Piers Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham 

B21 0UY 
Run by Mary 07950609151 

 
Manchester Drop-In 

Every Friday 1pm to 4pm 
6 Mount Street 

Manchester 
M2 5NS 

Run by Thomas 07788677410 
 

Leicester Drop-In  
Coming soon and  
watch this space  

 

• the places where one-to-one 
attention can be given to young 
and old 

• somewhere to bring problems 
for discussion 

• social clubs to share ideas, 
make friends, read newspapers 
and play games monthly guest 
speakers 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 

The content in this newsletter is 
informational only and general in nature. 
It should not be interpreted as specific 
legal advice about your case. Each case 
is different and the law changes 
constantly, so it is important that 
individuals with legal questions seek the 
advice from their legal representatives. 
Some of the articles in this newsletter do 
not reflect the views of Zimbabwe 
Association. Editor  
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to return to Zimbabwe to support the 
reconstruction of Zimbabwe without loss 
of status or job here 
* monitor the actions of the international 
community including the IMF and World 
Bank on Zimbabwe 
 
It’s great to know that ACTSA, a committed 
campaigning organisation, is supporting the 
campaign for Right to Work for 
Zimbabweans in the UK. 
 

Obama awards Zimbabwe group, 
blasts Mugabe (From AFP, 24/11/09)  

 
Washington - US President Barack Obama 
has given an award to a leading women's 
rights activist in Zimbabwe, labeling Robert 
Mugabe a "dictator" in the process. Obama 
presented Magodonga Mahlangu and her 
organization Women of Zimbabwe Arise 
(Woza) with the 2009 Robert F. Kennedy 
Human Rights Award in a White House 
ceremony. "Each time they see Magodonga 
beaten back, beaten black and blue during 
one protest, only to get right back up and 
lead another, singing freedom songs at the 
top of her lungs in full view of security 
forces, the threat of a policeman's baton 
loses some of its power," he said. Woza has 
united tens of thousands of Zimbabwean 
women in a campaign of non-violent 
struggle against rapes and other rights 
violations under Mugabe's regime, enduring 
brutal repression and repeated arrests. "By 
her example, Magodonga has shown the 
women of Woza and the people of 
Zimbabwe that they can undermine their 
oppressors' power with their own power, that 
they can sap a dictator's strength with their 
own," Obama said.  
 
Founded in December 2002, Woza has 
organized more than 100  
demonstrations in favor of democracy and 
women's rights in Zimbabwe, according to 
the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice 
and Human Rights. Both the European 
Union and the United States maintain a 
travel ban and asset freeze on Mugabe, his 
wife and inner circle in protest at disputed 
elections and alleged human rights abuses 
by his government. Mugabe and rival 
Morgan Tsvangirai formed a power-sharing 
government in February tasked with steering 
Zimbabwe back to stability, but deep 
problems remain and the political deal is 
extremely fragile. The Kennedy center has 
been awarding its human rights prize, a 
bronze bust of the later Robert Kennedy 
along with 30,000 dollars and the promise of 
legal and technical support to the recipient, 
since 1984. Robert Kennedy, the brother of 
president John F. Kennedy, was 
assassinated in June 1968 while 
campaigning for the presidency.  

WOZA (Women of Zimbabwe Arise) at 
Development House, London, 25.11.09 
 
Some of us were fortunate to meet 
Magodonga Mahlangu and Jenni Williams 
from WOZA, on Wednesday. Despite their 
exhaustion – having flown in from the USA 
only hours before - they gave us a lively 
account of their recent experiences at the 
White House. As always, our respect goes 
out to them for their courage and for their 
persistence in speaking out for and standing 
together with the people of Zimbabwe. 
 

Government publishes draft 
immigration simplification bill and 
consultation on asylum support  

16 November 2009, Refugee Council 

The government published a raft of 
documents relating to asylum and 
immigration on Thursday (12 November), 
the crucial ones being the draft Immigration 
Bill and a long-awaited consultation on 
asylum support. The Bill is the piece of 
legislation heavily trailed by the government 
that they say will ‘simplify’ immigration and 
asylum law – bringing it all into one place. 
While the Refugee Council supports the idea 
of consolidating immigration legislation, it 
has serious concerns over whether 
‘simplifying’ just means making the process 
more rigid and less sensitive to the complex 
needs of people seeking asylum in the UK. 
And there are serious omissions – it fails to 
state the primacy of the 1951 Refugee 
Convention and places huge emphasis on 
the need to control borders without 
recognising the need to ensure refugees are 
able to get to the UK to access safety here. 

The proposals contained in the asylum 
support consultation go even further to make 
the lives of asylum seekers harsher once 
they do arrive and seek refuge here. The 
government intends to make life even harder 
for those families whose claims have been 
turned down but who have yet to leave the 
UK by forcing them to rely on payment cards 
rather than cash support. The implications of 
this are potentially hugely harmful, 
particularly for children – the cards do not 
cover travel, so there won’t be money for 
bus fares, and children will not know what it 
is to have a few pence pocket money and 
will witness their parents restricted to a few 
shops and a very small allowance to try and 
buy the things they need. 

And they propose to re-enact Section 55, 
rather than repealing it – this is a missed 
opportunity to banish a discredited policy 
once and for all, and means further cuts to 

support for people awaiting a decision are 
still possible.  

Jonathan Ellis, Director of Policy and 
Development at the Refugee Council 
said: “Yet again, the government has 
demonstrated its total disdain for people 
who come to our shores in fear for their lives 
and ask for safety. It is of course important 
to control borders, but this draft Bill fails to 
address the need for a route to safety for 
refugees. The measures proposed will make 
it harder for people to access the asylum 
process, further criminalise those who do 
make it here and remove important 
safeguards against injustice. 

“And today’s consultation on asylum support 
shows the government is determined to 
make life as miserable as it can for those 
who do get here. It has proposed to re-enact 
the widely condemned Section 55 that was 
ruled illegal by the courts only 4 years ago. 
Not only that, the government has proposed 
that families who are unable to return home 
will be refused cash support, and forced to 
rely on a payment card. This makes a 
mockery of the government’s claim to be 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children seeking asylum as it announced 
last week.  

“This government constantly reminds us that 
Britain has a proud history of protecting 
people fleeing persecution. It seems to be 
doing its best to undermine that history 
now.” 

INTRODUCTION OF PAYMENT 
CARDS (instead of vouchers) 
 
Payment cards for £35 weekly are being 
introduced for asylum seekers entitled to 
Section 4 support in London, the South 
East, the South West and Wales from 7 
December. Please let us know how 
they are working for you. 
 
 

 
 
Members of ZA singing a Zimbabwe national 
anthem at the end of 2009 AGM.  
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! 


