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Zimbabwe Association Spring Event 2009 
 
ZA Spring Event 2009 
 
The 2009 Spring Event which was held at 
the Roberts building, University College, 
London, was a huge success. More than 90 
guests attended the event including the staff 
from the Foreign Office, TUC, Refugee 
Council and other Refugee organisations 
and many individual supporters.  
 
The guest speakers were: Wlbert Mandinde, 
a human Rights lawyer, who spoke on the 
subject of sustainable return for 
Zimbabweans; Martha Chinouya,  a lecturer 
in Anthropology, who spoke about the HIV 
project that she is running and Lisa Doyle, 
Research Manager at the Refugee Council, 
who has been working on a joint research 
project with the ZA on refugees and asylum 
seekers from Zimbabwe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Key members of the ZA 

 

 

 

 

Islington Drop In Centre and Birmingham 
Drop-in Centre had stalls at the event where 
they displayed a number of home made 
items which were all sold out. These 
included cakes, phone pouches, necklaces, 
scarfs and small ornaments.  

 

 
Martha Chinouya speaking 

 

Entertainment was provided by the musical 
and dancing talents of Peter and Jerry, 
which had members of the audience, 
leaping to the floor to join in. (Photos at the 
Spring Event were taken by Pete Le May.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Birmingham drop-In  
 
It was heartening to see people coming all 
the way from Birmingham to the Spring 
Event, and they were most welcome. 
 
Shortly afterwards, I arranged to go to the 
Birmingham drop-in to see what they do and 
how the London office can help the drop-in. 
The attendance was brilliant with at least 20 
who came on that day. The food was nicely 
cooked and the ladies were doing their best 
to have the best lunch in town. Mary 
Matambanadzo is the coordinator for the 
drop in centre. We discussed a lot about the 
recent RN court case, the NASS support, 
social cases, health issues and many more 
topics that affect the refugees and asylum 
seekers. The Birmingham drop-in is doing a 
great job looking out for people in the area 
who need their help.  
 
 
Educational Grants for Young Asylum 

Seekers and Refugees  
The Schwab and Westheimer Trusts provide 
educational funding in the form of grants to 
young asylum seekers and refugees where 
alternative sources of funding are 
inadequate. Previous funding includes 
assistance with course fees, English tuition, 
computers, childcare, and transport. Info: 
http://schwabwestheimertrust.org.uk/ 
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“SUSTAINABLE RETURN” 

 

 
Wilbert Mandinde 
(A Summary of his speech) 
 
In any country emerging from a conflict, 
internal or international, one of the major 
challenges affecting the country’s citizens in 
the diaspora is to return or not to return. 
 
Zimbabwe is a country which has gone 
through challenges and difficulties since the 
1980s.  While most people think of 
Zimbabwe’s problems as recent and make 
reference to the problems of 2000 onwards, 
it will be a great injustice if there is no 
acknowledgement of the fact that there are 
people in the diaspora who were affected by 
the Gukurahundi atrocities mainly in 
Matebeleland and Midlands provinces in the 
1980s who still very much want to go back 
to Zimbabwe. 
 
Political persecution has been rife in 
Zimbabwe since independence in 1980.  I 
remember as a young boy that a number of 
houses of those said to be supporters of 
UANC and ZANU Ndonga were destroyed in 
the 1980s.   
 
Then came the Gukurahundi atrocities which 
resulted in the death of an estimated 20,000 
people in Zimbabwe and displacement of 
thousands more.   
 
The year 1999 witnessed the formation of 
the Movement for Democratic Change as a 
political party which established itself as a 
formidable opposition.  Some of its 
supporters or those perceived to be 
sympathisers of the party have been killed, 
tortured, maimed, raped, assaulted, 
arrested, abducted or threatened.  But it is 
not only political activists who have been 
persecuted.  Professionals such as those 
from the judiciary, state attorneys, journalists 
and teachers are among others who have 
also suffered.   
 
Following the signing of the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA) on 15 September 2008 
and the eventual swearing in of Morgan 
Tsvangirai as Prime Minister in February this 
year, the issue of whether to return or not is 
once more being discussed. 
 

For anyone to consider going back to 
Zimbabwe, one has to be sure that the 
possibility of persecution has now been 
removed.  Most of those singled out as 
persecutors include state actors such as the 
police, army, intelligence officers (CIO) as 
well as non-state actors such as war 
veterans and the youth militia.  
 
Regrettably, events which took place since 
the signing of this GPA in September 2008 
indicate that the named institutions are still 
very much in place, with the same mentality.  
The abduction, torture, arrest and 
disappearance of MDC supporters since 
October 2008 signifies the potential for 
persecution remains high.   
 
The lack of protection by the law for the 
abductees showed that the inclusive 
government has its limitations.  The 
indictment and re-detention of Jestina 
Mukoko and others last week was described 
as having shaken the inclusive government.   
 
Also on the receiving end have been 
journalists. For those who remained in 
Zimbabwe, there was hope that with media 
reform on top of the agenda, the media 
environment was about to change.  However 
the recent arrest of the Chronicle editor and 
reporter for a story in which they linked 
police to unlawful activities at GMB in 
Bulawayo, and the arrest of the Editor and 
news editor of the Zimbabwe independent 
for a story naming police officers and CIO 
operatives as witnesses in the cases of the 
abductees indicates that the police intend to 
continue clamping down on freedom of 
expression. 
 
The arrest of the Mutare Provincial 
Magistrate over Roy Bennet’s bail showed 
the lack of independence of the judiciary..  
Yet at times, it would appear the judiciary 
has also been used in the persecution 
game. The recent conviction and sentence 
of an MDC-T house of assembly 
representative for an alleged address to 
mourners at a funeral shows the 
continuation of the persecution.   
 
The arrest of Aleck Muchadehama in May 
2009, the representative of several MDC 
members and human rights activists, is 
equally significant.  Muchadehama was 
arrested during the discharge of his duties at 
the Rotten Row Magistrates Courts ,Harare. 
 
The economy of Zimbabwe is in tatters, and 
unemployment is at over 90%.  The 
government has de-commissioned the 
Zimbabwean dollar and the country is 
operating using other countries’ currencies.   
The government is paying all civil servants 
US$100 per month.  Professionals being 
paid this pittance include nurses and 

teachers the bulk of whom have left the 
country.  For such professionals to consider 
going back to Zimbabwe, they would have to 
forgo a salary and just receive an allowance.   
 
Most industries closed due to the difficulties 
of running businesses in a hyperinflationary 
environment.  Some will have re-opened 
following the permission to charge in more 
viable currencies.  Others will not be able to 
re-open after going bust and failing to 
recapitalise. I would urge those who can 
support the recapitalisation of businesses to 
do so.  The diasporans need to invest in the 
rebuilding of the country. 
 
The law on indigenisation of industry 
allowing foreigners to own up to 49% of the 
available shareholding might affect foreign 
investments. The collapse or near collapse 
of health institutions has made it difficult for 
those with life threatening illnesses to stay in 
Zimbabwe. 
 
For those affected by HIV, it was always 
considered better for them to go where they 
could get medication not readily available in 
Zimbabwe. While public hospitals are said to 
offer ARVs, such facilities were often only 
available to politicians, their friends and 
relatives according to media reports. Others 
had to get such medication on their own. 
 
It would be too soon for those who left due 
to the scarcity of affordable hospital 
treatment in Zimbabwe to consider going 
back. Treatment in public hospitals is still  
largely unavailable and in private hospitals 
unaffordable. 

 
Conclusion:  
It is our duty as Zimbabweans to work 
towards the rebuilding of our country.  We 
can do so either from within Zimbabwe or 
outside.  It is not about rushing back empty 
handed.   
 

Zimbabwe Association 

Development House  
56-64 Leonard Street  
London   EC2A 4LT 

 
tel:  020 7549 0355   
fax: 020 7549 0356 

info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk 

www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk  
 

Nearest tube: Old Street. 

Please contact us to make an 
appointment before coming to the 

office 
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ZA goes international 
 
Zimbabwe Association advisory committee 
member, Stella Maravanyika, was in South 
Africa recently. She was actively involved 
with many social issues that are affecting 
Zimbabweans who have been settled in the 
refugee camps in Messina, Pretoria, 
Midrand and Krugersdorp 
 
Stella in South Africa below 

 
 
My trip to South African was an eye opener 
to SA issues concerning Zimbabwean 
Asylum Seekers in the country. On my 
second day I went to interview Jane (Name 
changed to protect her) who is an ex 
detainee in Yarlswood. She came here on a 
South African passport and was arrested at 
Heathrow and later deported to South Africa. 
She told me about her experience in UK and 
in SA. I visited Methodist Church in 
Johannesburg. The church is overcrowded 
with Zimbabweans sleeping everywhere in 
the church corridors and staircases. Some 
people had just arrived from Messina and 
were very tired and had swollen feet due to 
walking on foot. 
 
Amongst the many organisations I visited  
were a centre run by Catholics at 
Walmarand Corner, Simmonds Avenue. 
They give handouts of food packs, clothes 
and blankets. There are 2 female doctors 
from Zimbabwe who are nuns and run the 
refugee surgery. There is also a mobile 
kitchen for breakfast. The Jesuit priests run 
a refugees feeding programme at the 
University Campus of Witwatersrand. The 
programme is run by St Vincent de Paul 
group. 
 
I was invited to tour the Save the Children 
UK projects in Messina. I spent most of the 
time interviewing children and asking them 
about their journey to SA, their life in 
Zimbabwe, what made them leave and the 
whereabouts of their families.     By Stella 
 

 
Zimbabweans to be granted Work 
Visas 
South Africa is planning to introduce a 
special dispensation permit for 

undocumented Zimbabweans already in the 
country illegally.  

South Africa lifted visa requirements on 
Zimbabweans wishing to travel to there for a 
period not exceeding three months and now 
wants all undocumented Zimbabweans 
already in the country to secure the 
“exemption certificate”. “South Africa 
authorities will be shortly issuing temporary 
residence permits or special dispensation 
permits to all Zimbabweans who do not have 
a legal status in the country,” a circular 
released by the Zimbabwean Consulate in 
Johannesburg said. 

“But one is required to have a valid travel 
document, either a passport or Emergency 
Travel Document (ETD) that serves as a 
Zimbabwean identity document. These 
documents are only available at the 
consulate. The consulate is therefore calling 
upon all Zimbabwean nationals without a 
valid travel document to apply immediately 
for Emergency Travel Document.” 

The “exemption certificate” is for both 
undocumented Zimbabweans living in South 
Africa illegally and those who have applied 
for asylum but may not qualify as they are 
economic migrants rather than refugees, 
South Africa’s Home Affairs department told 
the media. Over the past years, and many 
Zimbabweans have sought economic and 
political refuge in South Africa, fleeing from 
the country's crisis. Home Affairs said that 8 
000 Zimbabweans were applying daily for 
asylum and it expected the new measures to 
reduce the number of people seeking 
asylum, and allow those who came to South 
Africa for work to do so more easily. 

The department’s spokesperson Siobhan 
McCarthy said offices for the exemption 
certificate applicants would be set up in 
Musina, Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban and 
Port Elizabeth, while a facility for 
Johannesburg could be set up in the Lindela 
repatriation centre to enable undocumented 
migrants to apply for the permit if they are 
arrested. 

The exemption certificate – which will be 
available to Zimbabweans only – will be 
valid for a year and will allow Zimbabweans 
to move freely across the border and work 
legally within South Africa without having to 
apply for a work permit. According to 
McCarthy Zimbabweans can apply for this 
permit on arrival at the border and must tell 
the border officials whether or not they 
intend to seek work.  

If they do, the officials grant a permit for 90 
days which is renewable in South Africa 

once for another 90 days. After this the 
Zimbabwean must leave South Africa and 
reapply for another permit. “Many 
Zimbabweans who were in SA illegally could 
not afford the visas, while the costs and 
difficulties of getting the old visas also 
resulted in corruption among officials. Most 
people want to come into the country legally, 
but once people enter the country illegally, 
it's then difficult for them to leave," she said. 

The system will be reviewed in a year. At 
least three million Zimbabweans are said to 
be living outside the country, the majority of 
them in South Africa, having fled political 
repression and poverty after a decade-long 
economic crisis blamed on President Robert 
Mugabe’s controversial policies. 

A unity government formed by Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai and Mugabe in 
February is yet to convince rich Western 
nations that Zimbabwe is firmly on the path 
to genuine reform for them give it much 
needed financial support to resuscitate its 
shattered economy 

Condolences 
Two of our most active members of 
Zimbabwe Association have lost their 
relatives in Zimbabwe in the past few weeks. 
Gugulethu Tutani, an office volunteer, lost 
her grandmother who died in Bulawayo.  
Violet Moyo, who regularly attends the 
Islington women’s drop in, lost her son who 
was just 15 years old. The deaths could 
have been prevented if the Zimbabwean 
health system was well managed. We are 
very sorry for their loss and our prayers are 
with them at this most difficult time. 

 

FROM ASYLUM … TO SANCTUARY – 
RESTORING WHOLENESS: Refugee 
Journeys to Social Integration  

The Churches Refugee Network with 
Migrants Resource Centre held a well-
attended conference on Saturday 6 June in 
Pimlico, London. 

It was an excellent day with a wealth of 
information on display, fantastic lunch and 
music and great speakers.  

The mysteries of how parliament works in 
the UK from Parliamentary questions to 
EDMS, Adjournment Debates to E- petitions, 
private bills and government bills, Select 
committees to Freedom of Information 
requests were all explained clearly and 
simply. (Notes available on request!) 
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Summer Time Events 
 
Summer is the busiest season in the 
calendar in terms of Refugees and Asylum 
seekers. We are going to have the Refugee 
Week which starts on the 15th to 21st June 
2009.  This is a UK-wide programme of arts, 
cultural and educational events that 
celebrate the contribution of refugees to the 
UK, and encourages a better understanding 
between communities. Every year during 
Refugee Week hundreds of events are 
organised across the UK, ranging from big 
music festivals and art exhibitions to political 
debates, film screenings, conferences, 
school activities, sports and community 
events etc.  
 

 

The ZA will be taking part in the event at 
Islington Central library at 2 Fieldway 
Crescent N5 1PF on the 18th June from 10; 
30am to 3; 30pm. Everyone is invited to 
attend the event on the day. Zimbabwe 
Association Islington Drop-in centre are 
going to have a choir that will perform in 
front of the Islington Mayor. Free traditional 
food will be served on the day. This is a 
good family day out.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday 20 June:                               
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai meeting 
the people at Southwark Cathedral, 1 pm              
BZS Research Day – “War and Soldiers in 
Zimbabwe” at St Antony’s College, Oxford 
(Contacts: Knox Chitiyo: 
knoxc@rusi.org.uk, Diana Jeater: 
Diana.jeater@uwe.ac.uk , Angelous Dube: 
mahlean@yahoo.co.uk                           
Still Human Still Here – Defending the right 
of asylum, and campaigning against the 
destitution of refused asylum-seekers – 
Seeking asylum is not a crime. Rally in 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE 2-4pm, London 

Friday 26 June – MAKING HOPE A 
REALITY – ACTSA Conference marking 
50th anniversary of the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement, South Africa House, London 

Friday 26 June – Meeting the Needs of 
Torture Survivors in the UK, REDRESS 
Conference, London 

Friday 26 June - Southwark Cathedral, 7pm 
Service in Support of Torture Victims 

 

Torture is one of the most profound human 
rights abuses, taking a terrible toll on 
millions of individuals and their families. 
Rape, blows to the soles of the feet, 
suffocation in water, burns, electric shocks, 
sleep deprivation, shaking and beating are 
commonly used by torturers to break down 
an individual's personality. As terrible as the 
physical wounds are, the psychological and 
emotional scars are usually the most 
devastating and the most difficult to repair. 
Many torture survivors suffer recurring 
nightmares and flashbacks. They withdraw 
from family, school and work and feel a loss 
of trust. The Americans have used torture to 
get information from tterror suspects. 
 
United Nations has designated 26 JUNE as 
the International Day against Torture to 
emphasize the importance of the right to 
personal dignity and security of all 
individuals around the world, guaranteed 
within the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It is the anniversary of a landmark 
event in the fight for human rights. It is 
meant to commemorate the adoption of the 
Convention against Torture by the United 
Nations General Assembly. This year the 
event will be marked with a service to 
commemorate the torture survivors at the 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL, near London 
Bridge Station, Chapter House, Montague 
Close Southwark, SE1 The event will run 
from 7pm to 8 pm. Zimbabweans are 
invited to this annual event. 

Saturday 11 July – ZA STRATEGY DAY – 
If you are a committed member of the ZA 
and  want to play a part in deciding the way 
forward for the ZA, please contact the office 
for an invitation to this event. 

Tuesday 14 July – Parliamentary launch of 
Refugee Council/Zimbabwe Association joint 
research report  

Saturday 5 September – ZIMFEST – St 
Georges Playing Fields, Raynes Park, 
www.zimfestlive.com  

EDM  960 
Lynne Jones 

That this House welcomes the Let Them 
Work campaign to allow asylum seekers 
permission to work while they are waiting for 
a decision about their claim; notes with 
concern that asylum seekers who fled 
persecution in their own countries are 
among the most vulnerable people in the UK 
and are being denied the opportunity to work 
to support themselves and their families, to 
pay taxes, and to contribute to the economy; 
is additionally concerned about the situation 
of those asylum seekers without status who 
are unable to return home, many of whom 
spend years in limbo and are reliant on 
charity hand-outs or forced into illegal work 
just to survive; is alarmed that this leaves 
already vulnerable people open to 
destitution and exploitation; and therefore 
calls on the Government to allow asylum 
seekers to work if they have been waiting 
longer than six months for a full resolution 
on their asylum claim and to ensure that 
permission to work remains for people 
whose claim for asylum is refused, but who 
are unable to return home immediately 
through no fault of their own. 

IF YOU AGREE WITH WHAT IS WRITTEN 
IN EDM 960 (see above), THEN GET 
YOUR MP TO SIGN UP TO IT. You can 
check to see if your MP has signed by going 
on to the website www.parliament.uk and 
searching for EDM 960. Then look at the list 
of MPs who have already signed. If your MP 
is not there, then email, or write to them 
asking them to sign. The more MPs sign the 
more notice will be taken of EDM 960. 

Climate Change Refugee Forum   

Are you an activist in the refugee or migrant 
community? Can you help out on a meeting 
for refugees and migrants about Climate 
Change? COIN will be holding a four hour 
forum in London in July in partnership with 
Migrant Rights, Praxis, Refugee Action and 
the Refugee Council to give UK refugees 
and migrants the opportunity to talk about 
climate change. We hope this will be the first 
of a series of forums. COIN (Climate 
Outreach and Information Network)  
 

Please note that the views expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the 
individual writer of each piece and do 
not necessarily represent the views of 
the Zimbabwe Association. We hope 
our newsletter has been informative and 
helpful to you. L. Phiri, Editor 

“Torture day is a day on which we pay 
our respects to those who have endured 
the unimaginable. This is an occasion 
for the world to speak up against the 
unspeakable. It is long overdue that a 
day be dedicated to remembering and 
supporting the many victims and 
survivors of torture around the world." 
by Former UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan  


