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Overview: 
1. Election Environment:  - Only friendly countries will observe electoral processes: 

           Foreign Affairs Minister Mumbengengwi  
   - CSOs’ Condemns the State over the Criminalization of   
    Human Rights Defenders     
   - ZEC starts accreditation of observers ahead of  
    referendum 

2. International  - Election monitors ban a shame: Britain 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Election Environment:  

 Barely two weeks after Vice-President Mujuru (ZANU-PF) stated that no western observers 

are allowed to observe elections this week Minister of Foreign Affairs Simbarashe 

Mumbengengwi (ZANU-PF) uttered similar statements by saying that European and 

United States of America observers will not be allowed to monitor electoral processes 

in Zimbabwe as long as “illegal sanctions” they imposed on the country are in place. 

Immediately after meeting Swedish International Development Cooperation Minister Gunilla 

Carlsson in Harare Minister Mumbengegwi said Zimbabwe would only allow observers from 

SADC, COMESA, African Union and other countries that were not hostile to it. "One cannot 

observe anything in a country that he is hostile to…The level of hostility is measured by the relationship those 

countries have with Zimbabwe and clearly those countries that have imposed sanctions on us will not be here. To 

be an observer you have to be objective and once you impose sanctions on one party your objectivity goes up in 

smoke. If you are not objective you are not entitled to observe any elections and that is the situation with those 

Western countries." Minister Mumbengegwi said.                                                                                                                                              

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69237:only-friendly-countries-will-observe-electoral-

processesmumbengegwi&catid=37:top-stories&Itemid=130  

 Zimbabwean Civil Society Organizations this week issued a joint statement condemning 

the continuous and accelerating mugging on non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

involved in civic education, human rights monitoring, public outreach and service 

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69237:only-friendly-countries-will-observe-electoral-processesmumbengegwi&catid=37:top-stories&Itemid=130
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provision by the State. “We hold the three political parties that form the inclusive government as 

responsible for the current crackdown on CSOs. Their failure to stop the unjustified attacks on CSOs, is testimony 

that they are involved in the coordination and implementation of the attacks and are not concerned with the 

challenges faced by those outside their ivory towers” reads part of the statement. The CSO’s has called 

upon the inclusive Government to immediately cease the harassment and criminalisation of 

CSOs and urgently take measures to ensure the protection of human rights defenders. CSO 

has also urged the police and prosecuting authorities to exercise professionalism and carry out 

their duties in a nonpartisan manner and desist from the intimidation of human rights 

defenders.           

 http://www.actsa.org/newsroom/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/CSOs-JOINT-STATEMENT-ON-THE-CRIMINALISATION-OF-CSOS-AND-

THEIR-WORK-IN-ZIMBABWE1.pdf   

 The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) has started accrediting observers and 

journalists for the constitutional referendum to be held next week. Accreditation will take 

place in Harare, Bulawayo and Masvingo as from Thursday and will carry on until referendum 

day. Meanwhile it is reported that Observer missions from the European Union and the US 

have been barred, under orders issued by ZANU PF ministers.  

http://www.thezimbabwemail.com/zimbabwe/16254-referendum-observers-accreditation-begins.html  

2.    International: 
 Britain’s envoy to Zimbabwe on Tuesday lamented the government's plan to prevent 

international observers from monitoring upcoming election, urging a policy rethink. "It 

will be a shame if the government doesn't invite the EU,…..(it is) up to the Zimbabwean government to decide who 

to invite…If Zimbabwe wants to run a free and fair election I think it will be very powerful to have outsiders coming 

saying this is a free and fair election." British Ambassador Deborah Bronnert called on the 

government to ensure that the polls are peaceful and free.  

          http://www.newzimbabwe.com/news-10454-Election+monitors+ban+a+shame+UK/news.aspx  
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