
 

Let’s network 2011 Spring                                                                                                                                                            1 

The new Country Guidance case 
on Zimbabwe, EM & Others, 
came out on 14 March. 
Links to the full 143 page determina-
tion are available on ZA website 
(pages 2 & 3 are a summary) 
 
A useful blog by Taffy Nyawanza 
summarising the main points of EM & 
Others can be found on the newzim-
babwe website. 
 
Although EM has narrowed previous 
risk categories, it must be remem-
bered that it covers the position in 
Zimbabwe as at the end of January 
2011. 
 
It also accepts that people from some 
rural areas, who have been away for 
a significant period and cannot dem-
onstrate loyalty to ZanuPF may be at 
real risk. The Tribunal also empha-
sises that their guidance may need to 
be departed from if conditions deterio-
rated in connection with forthcoming 
elections. 

 
A briefing will be put on ZA 
website in due course. 

Anne Frank Trust 

Holocaust Memorial 

Day Lunch 

Let’s Network! 

New Country 
Guidance Ruling  

SPRING EVENT 2011 
 

- POSTPONED - 
 

This year we have de-
cided  to postpone the 

annual ZA Spring event 
to Autumn which will be 
the Tenth Anniversary of 

the ZA. 
 

Keep checking the web-
site for details and keep 
your membership up to 
date, as we will be plan-
ning a big celebration. 

 
We hope you’ll be part of 

it! 

ZA Strategy Day  
 
The Zimbabwe Association held a one day strategy meeting of Trus-
tees and Advisory Committee members in January. The complicated 
and fast-changing situation in UK and Zimbabwe in 2011 is making 
forward planning more difficult, but four main areas of interest came 
out of the meeting which were: Community, Skills/Training, Network-
ing, and Return. 
 
The strong interest shown in Community development in the UK 
 included a wish to keep Zimbabwe culture alive for those who  remain 
here. People wanted to access more Skills and Training opportunities. 
There was a desire by members to prepare for Return by keeping up 
existing supportive links and developing further links with communities 
at home.  Networking might include passing on lessons and experi-
ence learned as well as mentoring other groups. 
 
Thanks to all who attended for their hard work and inspiring ideas. The 
challenge now is to create a workable plan! 

Spring 2011 

The key note speaker at 2011’s Anne Frank Trust Holocaust Memorial Day lunch  was former South  

African President FW De Klerk. He noted the solemnity of the occasion, which was attended by Holocaust 

survivors and survivors of other persecution and acts of brutality. Luka Phiri and Sarah Harland of Zim-

babwe Association attended the event as special guests.  President De Klerk also praised the Anne Frank 

Trust for their educational mission to bring diverse groups of people together and educate against all forms 

of prejudice and hatred. 

 

Luka’s comment on the day: “It was an honour to me to stand beside a man who 
freed Mandela” 
 

 

This is a famous say-
ing from Ann Frank 
on the 3rd February 
1944: 
 
“I've reached the point 
where I hardly care if I 
live or die. The world 
will keep turning with-
out me, and I can't do 
anything to change 
events anyway. I'll just 
let matters take their 
course and concentrate 
on studying and hope 
everything will be all 
right in the end”.  

Luka Phiri with  former South African President  FW De Klerk  
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Zimbabwe     

Diaspora 
Focus Group  

 
The Zimbabwe Diaspora 
Focus Group is an umbrella 
coalition forum for UK 
based Zimbabwean organisa-
tions, formed in 2010 by 
Zimbabweans to ensure that 
Zimbabweans can speak 
with one voice on matters 

that affect them.  
 
It is unfunded and the work 
is done on  a voluntary basis. 
The chairperson is Lucia 
Dube (elected by members 
of the group). ZDFG is non 
partisan and apolitical and 
political parties only have 

observer status.  
 
The group is organised in 11 
portfolios. Zimbabwe Asso-
ciation heads the Immigra-
tion and Asylum portfolio. 
ZDFG meets quarterly with 
the Foreign and Common-

wealth Office. 
 
* Minutes of meetings are  
available upon request. 

Mental Health Issues Affecting Asylum Seekers  

Do you want to 

be a member of 

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

 

If you want to 

become a member of 

Zimbabwe 

Association, you can 

visit our website 

www.zimbabweassoci

ation.org.uk and 

download a 

membership form. 

Send the form to the 

address on the form 

with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info 

on how to become a 

member please do call 

us on 02075490355 on 

Tuesdays and 

Thursdays only 

between 10am & 4pm  

Let’s Network! 

Debate on           
Zimbabwe in the 
House of Lords  

 
To see the full content of the 
House of Lords debate on Zim-
babwe  10 March 2011, go to 

www.thezimbabwean.co.uk. 
 
 Lord Griffiths of Burry Port 
said in the debate:  
 
We need to be conscious 
that the security situation in 
Zimbabwe has not im-
proved greatly and that 
refugees and asylum seek-
ers should therefore not be 
pressurised to return home 
prematurely. Perhaps we 
can put a little bit of muscle 
behind the coaxing—if it 
can be done with muscle—
of the UK Border Agency 
and other authorities to-
wards that end. Instead, the 
good work of agencies in 
this country in preparing 
and training Zimbabweans 
to go home when things are 
settled and to take their 
rightful places in rebuilding 
their country should be con-
tinued and expanded.  

March 26th -  
DEMO 

 Against Govt cuts  
 
The TUC national demonstra-
tion against the cuts will take 
place on  26th March.  
 
Government spending cuts will 
damage public services and put 
more people out of work. They 
will hit the vulnerable, damage 
communities and undermine 
much of what holds us together 
as a society. The cuts will also 
affect many Refugee Commu-
nity Organizations like Zim-
babwe Association and the 
Refugee Council.  
 
The Zimbabwe Association is 
inviting all Zimbabweans to 
come and raise the Zimbab-
wean flag on the day. Our 
members will be putting on new 
ZA t- shirts. The t-shirts are 
available from the drop-in cen-
ters, the vigil or the office. 
 
 For information about the 
m a r c h ,  v i s i t  h t t p : / /
m a r c h f o r t h e a l t e r n a -

tive.org.uk/  

 

Mental health issues have been found to be common among asylum seekers because many asylum seekers 
experience severe trauma from persecution that may include rape, genocide, and violence mainly in countries 
of origin. Difficulties are worsened by separation from families and the failure to secure basic needs as an asy-
lum seeker. The problem becomes worsened when the Home Office denies an asylum seeker a refugee 
status. Arrival in the UK creates additional pressures in the form of Home Office interviews, asylum refusal, 
relocation. Language barriers, a mistrust of authority and fears about confidentiality can further hinder the ef-
fective health care of asylum seekers. 
 
Mental patients often do not know how much access they have to essential services. Asylum seekers are not 
allowed to work and this often leads to homelessness, destitution and suicide at times.  What can be done to 
help those in need of help? We need to support and care for those in the dire situations. Support can be given 
in different forms. The Zimbabwe Association is running a number of drop in centers in UK. These are the 
places where those who are isolated can and socialize with other Zimbabweans.  
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Asylum Research Consultancy 
(ARC) is now up and running 
 
ARC provides a country of origin information 
research service to support asylum claims 
and undertakes research, advocacy and train-
ing to improve the quality of refugee status 
determination. Asylum Research Consultancy 
(ARC) was set up by Liz Williams and Stepha-
nie Huber in order to improve the quality of 
the Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 
process. 
 
Accurate, reliable and relevant Country of 
Origin Information (COI) is central to RSD in 
order to inform decision makers about condi-
tions in the countries of origin of asylum appli-
cants and to assist them in establishing objec-
tive criteria as to whether an asylum claim is 
well founded. 
 
Whilst the UK Border Agency (UKBA) has a 
dedicated Country of Origin Information Ser-
vice, in the current legal aid climate, asylum 
seekers and their legal representatives may 
lack time and resources to research the politi-
cal, legal, human rights and humanitarian 
situations that force people to flee their coun-
tries of origin and to seek international protec-
tion. 
 
ARC's case-specific research service is de-
signed to redress this imbalance. ARC pro-
vides Country of Origin Information Reports to 
support individual asylum claims for use in 
representations to the UKBA, the UK Immigra-
tion and Asylum Chambers and to interna-
tional refugee decision making bodies. 
 
For more information please do visit their 

website  
 
Asylum Research Consultancy (ARC) 
http://www.asylumresearchconsultancy.com/ 

Refugees and Asylum seekers to 
lose out on English lessons  
 
Many refugees are set to lose out on English 
language classes under new guidelines put 
forward by the government for the next aca-
demic year. From August, funding for ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) 
courses will be restricted to people on ‘active 
benefits’ - that is people actively looking for 
work. Refugees on income support such as 
parents, carers or elderly people, as well as 
those on low incomes, will be exempt from 
funding. 
 
The Refugee Council is putting pressure on 
the government to ensure that all refugees 
who need English language support can get it. 
Facing persecution, refugees are forced to 
leave their country to seek protection and 
often do not have any control over the country 
in which they find this safety. For many, arriv-
ing in the UK means having to cope with a 
new language, along with a very different 
society, job market, and wider culture. Access 
to ESOL is therefore crucial for refugees so 
they can find and progress in work and con-
tribute fully to British society. 
 
Jonathan Ellis, Director of Advocacy at the 
Refugee Council said:“Access to ESOL 
courses is essential for refugees rebuilding 
their lives in the UK. It is unacceptable that 
many will lose out on funding under the new 
policy, including the most vulnerable and 
those already in work”. 
 

The refugee council has set up a petition on 
line 
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk  
 
 
 

  
Red Cross travel assistance to 
refugees.  
The Red Cross plays a specific role in bring-
ing about the reunion of families who have 
been separated around the world, and who 
have been allowed by the Home Office to join 
their families in the UK. In some cases, the 
Red Cross can help pay travel costs for refu-
gees whose families live overseas and have 
been granted a visa to come to the UK.  
 
To find out if you're eligible for family reunion 
travel assistance scheme, please visit their 
website www.redcross.org.uk for more infor-

 
Refugees with 5 year leave 
to remain route to settlement 
 

If you are a refugee who has been granted 
a five year limited leave to remain and it is 
due to expire, you will need to apply 
for indefinite leave to remain (ILR) before 
your leave expires. 
 
You should submit your application form in 
the month before your limited leave expires. 
For example, if it ends on 30 August 2011, 
your application should reach UKBA be-
tween 30 July and 30 August 2011. 
It is important that you apply in time before 
your leave expires. This will ensure that: 
your case is considered easily, and 
your leave continues. 
If you do not apply in time, you will no 
longer have leave and the UKBA will carry 
out an in depth review of your case. This 
may lead to your removal from the UK. 
 
You should include all your dependants 
living in the UK on your application form, 
including those born in the UK since you 
were granted leave to remain. 
For information on how to apply 
for indefinite leave to remain before your 
leave expires, you should see the webpage 
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk  

Transitional Justice workshops 
with the ZHRF  
 
Transitional justice is a response to sys-
tematic or widespread violations of hu-
man rights. It seeks recognition for victims 
and to promote possibilities for peace, 
reconciliation and democracy. Transi-
tional justice is not a special form of jus-
tice but justice adapted to societies trans-
forming themselves after a period of per-
vasive human rights abuse. In some 
cases, these transformations happen 
suddenly; in others, they may take place 
over many decades 
 
The Zimbabwe Human Rights Forum 
(ZHRF) started their transitional justice 
workshops in Zimbabwe and now they 
are spreading out to many countries in-
cluding the UK. The workshops are meant 
to gather information on what the Zimbab-
weans can do about the abuse from the 
Mugabe regime and how can those who 
have been the victims of persecution be 
helped. Transitional Justice can include 
one or all of the following: criminal prose-
cution of perpetrators, truth commissions, 
reparation programmes, security system 
reform or memorialisation.  

IF YOU WERE GIVEN 
5 YEARS LEAVE, 
AND  HAVE NOW  
APPLIED FOR ILR— 
 
Have you had a reply? 
 
If so, how long did it 
take? 
 
Please tell the office 



 

Let’s network 2011 Spring                                                                                                                                                            4 

 

Proposals for the Reform of Legal Aid 

in England and Wales:  ZA response to 
Legal Aid Consultation (14 Feb 2011) 
 

Below is part of the ZA submission to the 
recent Legal Aid Consultation, highlighting our 
concerns about the use of a telephone 
helpline as the single gateway to access  
legal aid. 

• Will people be able to afford to phone 

the helpline? 

• How will people on the voucher system 

of support be able to access the helpline? 

• It is easy to misunderstand each other 
over the telephone specially as legal matters 
are usually complex and people calling can be 

very confused 

• As a community help service, we find 
that seeing the papers or problems written 
down is usually the starting point – seeing 
what has happened makes it possible to ask 
more directed questions – possibly over the 
phone - about the issue; It is helpful then to 

see the person face to face as the next step 

• It is not really possible to discuss sensi-
tive matters over the phone – we cannot ask 
people detailed information about traumatic 
issues over the phone; if the person breaks 

down they may need emotional support 

• There can be need for an interpreter 
and even when the person speaks English,  
difficulties with accents can add to misunder-

standings 

• The operator doing the screening, as to 
whether someone is entitled to legal aid or 

not, may make an incorrect assessment 

• Operators might not have sufficient skills 
to realise they lack information to make a 

decision re legal aid 

• How would the quality of any legal ad-
vice being given be monitored for accuracy 

and appropriateness? 

• Telephone service might stop people 
getting legal advice and assistance they need 
(this is not cost-effective as their problems may 
get worse and more complicated becoming more 

difficult to sort out) 

• Provision of a telephone helpline may 
result in reduced availability of face-to-face 

legal aid sessions 

• Some specialist legal advice may be ade-
quately provided by phone but the successful 
transfer of advice  will depend on the com-
plexity of the issue being discussed and the 

level of understanding of the caller 
People who give up with the helpline may fall 
into the hands of unscrupulous and exploita-

tive advisers 
 
Access to Legal Aid 
We are also concerned that proposals to 
reduce access to legal aid will result in more 
legal aid immigration specialists closing.  Some 
of the most experienced providers have 
closed their immigration departments in re-

cent years because: 

1. Legal aid immigration work is not 

financially viable 
2. The restriction of 5 hours legal aid per 

asylum case meant that in order to provide 
quality work on complex cases providers 
were having to work additional hours for 

free 
3. A proposed 10% reduction in legal 

fees payable to lawyers can only worsen 
the current situation and make it even 
more difficult to find competent represen-

tation 
4. If Legal Aid is to be restricted to asylum 

cases then many good quality immigration 

lawyers will cease practising 
 
In the absence of quality firms, it is likely that 
vulnerable people will fall into the hands of 
exploitative and substandard legal representa-

tives 
 
Detailed information about the issues in-
volved in the proposals for Reform of Legal 
Aid is available on the ILPA website under 

their Information Service. www.ilpa.org.uk  
 

INDEFINITE DETENTION 
There are a few Zimbabweans who have been 
detained indefinitely. Some are ex-offenders. 
During the run-up to the UK’s general election 
in May 2010, the Lib Dems pledged that they 
would “end the detention of individuals for 
whom removal is not possible or imminent”. 
Implementing this pre-election commitment 
would have put an end to the detention of 
many of those held indefinitely in the UK’s 
removal and detention centres. This pledge 
proved too controversial between the Lib 
Dems and Conservatives. 
 
ZA is critical of the continued long-term deten-
tion without limit of any asylum seeker. In 
order to keep up the pressure on politicians 
unwilling to end indefinite immigration deten-
tion, we must keep asking key questions 
about this policy. Whose interests does indefi-
nite detention serve? Is it effective? What is 
the compatibility of this policy with the legal 
framework? Answers to these questions must 
be considered against the impacts of indefinite 
detention on the health of people locked up 
indefinitely. The costs of such lengthy deten-
tion for both the government and the migrants 
themselves are extremely high. 
 
 

GOOD NEWS!  
We are delighted to share the news that 
one long-term Zimbabwean detainee has 
recently been released after 2 years 8 
months in detention. 
Thanks to Addley N who tracked down 
the evidence which helped secure his 
release, and to Sam H for standing as 
one of his sureties.  

 
 

Detained forever? Foreign prisoners 
and indefinite detention 

Posted: 07 Mar 2011 01:53 AM PST 
“You don’t know what you are doing there, you 
don’t know how long you will be there. Some-

times it feels like you will be there forever” 
Rabah, Algerian, held under immigration 
powers for two years after his criminal 

sentence finished. 
Hundreds of foreign national prisoners are 
being held indefinitely, sometimes for years, 
when they can’t be removed from the 
country.  With no time limit on immigra-
tion detention powers, judges and the 
Home Office are operating within what 
one lawyer described to me as ‘a culture of 

indeterminate detention.’ 
It’s a story that is little known outside the 
usual circles of lawyers and campaigners. 
Terror suspects held for 28 days won pub-
lic sympathy, as did those on control or-
ders. But foreign prisoners, it seems, are a 

difficult cause. 
The power to detain someone for immigra-
tion purposes is, in theory, limited in law. 
Since 1971, the Government has been able 
to hold someone while it tries to remove 
them from the UK. These powers were 
extended after the foreign prisoner debacle 

in 2006. 
Charles Clarke lost his job when it was 
revealed that around a thousand foreign 
national prisoners had been released when 
their sentences ended, without being con-
sidered for removal. The Home Office 
came under huge pressure in the press and 
Clarke’s successor, John Reid, promised a 

new, tougher regime. 
In 2007 the law was changed so that the 
Home Secretary could detain someone 
while considering whether or not to re-
move them.  This allowed the Government 
to detain foreign prisoners as soon as a 
sentence finished, even where there was 

no deportation order in place. 
It’s probably true that most people in the 
UK, if they were asked, would say that 
foreigners who commit crimes should be 

made to leave. 
But there were and still are major prob-
lems with this approach. Many people sim-
ply cannot be removed from the UK, 
though the reasons vary from case to case. 

For more info: twitter/harrietgrant 

Please Note  
If you know of any one who has been  
detained in a removal centre please do let  
the office know about the detainee.   
Call 020 7549 0355 or email to 
info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk.  
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SOAS, Amnesty International 
Society together with STAR 
and Asylum and Immigration 
groups and London universities 
organized one big sleepout for 
National Sleepout Week. Peo-
ple fleeing war and torture are 
sleeping on the streets in Brit-
ain today. The message be-
hind the sleepout is to highlight 
what is happening and end the 
shame of destitution. Patson 
Muzuwa the Zimbabwe Asso-
ciation convener and Lorraine 

Zakeyo a  dedicated ZA mem-
ber braved the cold weather to 
be at the sleep out. Other 
speakers included  Mike Kaye,  
the Advocacy Manager of Still 
Human Still Here and the 
Refugee Council Policy Direc-
tor Jonathan Ellis who gave a 
compelling speech about des-
titution. Later Patson spoke 
about the issues which were 
mainly affecting Zimbabwean 
Asylum seekers   

Still Human Still Here Sleep out in London  

 

Zimbabwe Union Leader 
Elected ITUC Deputy General 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feb 2011: The ITUC General 
Council meeting in Brussels unani-
mously elected Zimbabwean trade 
union leader Wellington Chibebe 
to the position of Deputy General 
Secretary of the global trade union 
body. Chibebe, 47, will complete 
his current term at the ZCTU before 
joining the ITUC later this year.  
 
The ITUC Gen Secretary Sharan 
Burrow said: “Wellington Chibebe 
has an outstanding record as a 
leader in Zimbabwe defending 
workers rights and campaigning for 
democracy, and is a highly re-
spected trade unionist both in Af-
rica and around the world. We look 
forward to his talent, energy and 
commitment being deployed as a 
key part of our international team.” 

Progressio/NANGO/UZ 
meeting at Leicester 
Drop In Centre  
 
Progressio  is an International 
Charity that seeks to empower 
and transform lives of the poor 
people so that they can over-
come their barriers. It runs 
projects in Zimbabwe and 
other countries around the 
world. Speakers from Progres-
sio, NANGO and UZ  met up 
with the Leicester Drop In 
recently.  
 
They had come to have a 
dialogue with Zimbabweans in 
the Diaspora. UZ wanted to 
encourage participation from 
those in the UK to the socio 
economic development of 
Zimbabwe. There was much 
information to share about 
what is happening back home 
and the current political uncer-
tainty with much disagreement 
amongst the GNU and a rise 
in violence recently.  

Patson Muzuwa with Lorraine 

(Photo Above) members of Leicester Drop In Centre listening 

attentively to the Progressio guest speakers, February 2011 

Do you believe that  
everyone should be treated 
fairly under the law, no matter 
who they are, how much 
money they have or where 
they live.  
If so, then JOIN JUSTICE 
FOR ALL coalition which is 
campaigning against cuts to 
independent advice and legal 
aid. Www.justice-for-all.org.uk 

Comments on the recent  
Developments in the Middle 

East and North Africa 
 
In the wake of demonstrations by the 
people of Tunisia, Bahraini, Egypt and 
Libya. I find it necessary to put "on 
blast"  Africa’s worst dictators and ty-
rants and talk about their suppressive 
regimes. These arrogant and self serv-
ing so-called leaders are not only im-
peding the development of the conti-
nent but are also raping and depriving 
their people of their fair share of the 
countries’ resources. 
 
These so-called “leaders” have some-
thing in common – they pretend to hold 
free and fair democratic elections after 
jailing and intimidating the opposition 
candidates. They impose unnecessary 
emergency power laws to side-line the 
opposition parties. They manifest cult of 
personality syndromes. They 
have suppressive regimes and lack 
checks and balances. They have bad 
governance. Their administrations are 
plagued by nepotism, bribery, cronyism 
and rampant corruption. 
  
Robert G Mugabe, the old man who just 
turned 87, needs to be in a retirement 
home rather than leading a nation. 
Mugabe is determined to cling on to 
power until his last breath. His health 
has deteriorated and compromised 
critical government operations.  Re-
cently  he went to Singapore for an 
unspecified medical procedure thus 
making it impossible for the cabinet to 
meet. If Zimbabweans had to rise up 
like the Egyptians, Mugabe and his 
army are likely to wipe out every dem-
onstrator. Editor  

 
ACTSA:  GIVING WOMEN A 

VOICE 
 
The United Nations has created a new 
agency for women that is working for 
women’s rights all over the world. On 1 
January 2011 UN Women started its 
work, promising to ensure that the UN 
finally hears half the world’s population. 
 
UN Women could make a real differ-
ence to the lives of women in southern 
Africa, changing the way the UN acts, 
providing international leadership and 
delivering projects where there is most 
need. 
 
ACTSA: Action for Southern Africa 

There had been improvements 
in the economy, but the move 
towards indigenisation and 
economic empowerment was 
not conducive to investment. 
 
Some of the questions from 
the floor were about: 
1)Petition on sanctions being 
carried out by ZanuPF? 2)Is 
the US $ now printed in Zim-
babwe? 3) Is there any safety 
in investing in the country right 
now? 4) Is the country benefit-
ing due to the diamonds? 
 
The audience was  told: We 
are not likely to have our own 
currency in a long time; plan-
ning together is the way to 
help our country move for-
ward; there is a problem with 
revenue transparency, and 
they were reminded that: 
“People don’t have to go to 

Zimbabwe in order to con-
tribute: Wherever you are 
you can make a contribu-

tion” 
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Conclusion: 
We encourage you as mem-
bers of the ZA to contribute as 
much as you can to the content 
of future newsletters and to 
take part in all our activities and 
events organized by Zimbabwe 
Association. We welcome your 
articles, especially if they are 
about organizations or groups 
that are doing things in your 
area to help women and chil-
dren. 
 
Articles published in the news-
letter will be confidential and 
your name will not appear with-
out your consent. Please note 
that some of the articles in this 
newsletter do not reflect the 
views of Zimbabwe Associa-
tion.  
 
However we do encourage 
members to provide contact 
details in order to verify the 
information we receive. Luka 
Phiri 

EARLY LEGAL ADVICE 

PROJECT: The early legal 

advice project (ELAP) is a 

new asylum initiative being 

tested in the Midlands and 

East Region from 15 

November 2010. ELAP is a 

joint project run by the UKBA 

and the Legal Services 

Commission. It will test 

whether the provision of legal 

advice to asylum seekers at 

an earlier stage in the 

process gets more cases 

right first time. It also aims to 

identify those in need of 

protection earlier, manage 

public funds effectively, and 

increase confidence in the 

asylum system. 

 

Early interaction between 

asylum case-owners and 

legal representatives will help 

to ensure that asylum 

seekers submit all available 

evidence in support of their 

claim before a fair and 

justified decision is made. 

For more details about ELAP 

visit the home office website.  

 ZA Contact Details  

Development House  

56-64 Leonard Street  

London   EC2A 4LT 

 

tel: 020 7549 0355  

fax: 020 7549 0356 

email: 
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Nearest tube: Old 

Street (Northern 

line) 

Please contact us to 

make an appoint-

ment before coming 

to the office. 

 

Reflections of an asylum seeker 
 
All I ever wanted was a kindly telephone 

call 
I know this is a difficult country to visit 

someone in demise 
As everyone is busy doing what they think 

is best 
 
All I ever wanted was an occasional, 

friendly hug 
Surely that could not have affected 
Your physical health or financial position 
Because all I ever wanted was that one 

visit in a month 
 

All I ever wanted was for you 
To show that despite all odds 
You still care and love 
To share the joys and sorrows of my life 
 

All I ever wanted was a kindly word 
You did not need to have known me in 

your life time 
All I ever wanted was a kindly smile 
OH! Was it too much to ask 
 

All I ever wanted was for you 
To accompany me to a Community Refu-

gee event 
To hear that distant sound of drums again 
 
 
The type of sound one hears in Africa 

Zimbabwe Associa-
tion Drop In Centre 

(DIC)  
Contact Details  

 
Birmingham DIC 

Mondays from 11am to 

2pm 
1 Piers Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham 

B21 0UY 
 

Leicester DIC 
Fortnightly On Fridays 

From 2pm to 4pm  
10a Bishops Street 
Town Hall Square  

Leicester  
LE1 6AF 

 
Please Note: for informa-
tion on London Friend-
ship Group and Man-
chester DIC Call the 

office on 02075490355 or 
email 

info@zimbabweassociation.

CHOICES ASSISTED  
VOLUNTARY RETURN  
SERVICE  
 
Refugee Action will be running an 
Assisted Voluntary Return pro-
gramme from 1 April 2011. 
 
They will offer independent, confi-
dential and non-directive advice 
to the following groups of people 
who may be considering volun-
tary return: asylum seekers and 
refused asylum seekers; families 
and children; irregular migrants. 
 

For more information go to: 
www.refugee-action.org.uk 
 
 

The type of sound one hears in Africa 
That notifies everyone that something 

was about to happen 
 
Oh!! All I ever wanted was to feel my feet 

dancing 
To that sound of lovely distant drums 
 
Oh! My friend, whatever happened to 

that friendship? 
I thought meeting again in a foreign land 
Would take our friendship a step further 

… 
 

Oh!! All I ever wanted was that one word 
BROTHER 
SISTER 
For when we meet in a foreign land 
We are all related 
Colour knows no boundaries 
 
By Mabel M 

OLD CASES?? 
 
Did you claim asylum 
long ago? 
(Perhaps you were re-
fused and didn’t know 

what to do next.) 
 
If you claimed BEFORE 
2007, and have not been 
granted any form of status 
or had your case resolved 
please contact ZA office. 
 
If you have friends or fam-
ily in this situation, please 
ask them to call us. 
Thanks. 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides 
general information and guid-
ance. It is not intended to replace 
the advice or services of a solici-
tor. The specific facts that apply 
to your matter may make the 
outcome different than would be 
anticipated by you. The Zim-
babwe Association and the Editor 
will not accept any liability for 
any claims or inconvenience as a 
result of the use of this informa-

tion. Editor  

ZA T-SHIRTS      

FOR SALE! 

ZA t-shirts (pale blue) 
are now for sale for £10, 

please contact the office. 


