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News from AVID 

 

AVID ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2012  
 

A big thank you to all attendees and speakers at 

this year’s AVID Coordinators’ Conference, which 
took place at the Woodbrooke centre in 
Birmingham on 26th and 27th of June. 16 
participants from up and down the UK came 
together for two days of workshops, information 
sessions, networking and sharing with fellow 
visitors groups. The event focused on visitors and 
visiting on day one, with interactive workshops 
run by AVID, Detention Action and Gatwick 
Detainees Welfare Group looking at, amongst 
other things, how we can best support volunteer 
visitors and how to deal with challenging 
situations in visiting. The second day focused on 
current issues and changes in the legal and policy 
context of immigration detention, with speakers 
from Immigration Law Practitioners Association 
(ILPA) on the recent Legal Aid Bill; Bhatt Murphy 
Solicitors on unlawful detention and recent case 
law; Pump Court Chambers on the criminalisation 
of migrants (focusing on documentation 
offences); and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Prisons (HMIP) on their inspection programme in 
the last year. The event gave us all a lot of food 

for thought (and a lot of food!). We will ensure a 
report from the event and the speakers’ notes 
are made available to attendees and the wider 
membership in due course. AVID would like to 
thank Swan Mountain Trust and the Abel 
Charitable Trust for funding this year’s event.  

 
AVID: Development of new strategy for 

2012-2015  
 

AVID’s Director and Board of Trustees are 
currently developing our new strategic directions 
for the period September 2012- 2015. The 
strategic directions are the broad objectives and 
framework within which AVID will work in the 
next three years. We’ve worked hard to ensure 
this builds on the activities and successes of the 
previous three years, and continues to respond 
to the support and engagement priorities of our 
membership.  
 
A preliminary draft was presented at the 
Conference so that groups could give us initial 
feedback and make suggestions for inclusion, and 
this will feed in to the overall consultation with 
our membership to take place this summer. Ali 
McGinley will be in touch with groups directly on 
this in due course. If groups would like to discuss 
this beforehand or have any questions about 
AVID’s planning processes please get in touch.  

 
Update on UKBA stakeholding groups 

 
There has been no meeting of the UKBA DUG 
Medical Sub Group since January 2012. The 
meeting scheduled for April was cancelled by 
UKBA. NGOs are currently pushing for a new 
date. The next meeting of the Detention and 
Escorting Forum has also had to be rearranged, 
and a new date is yet to be set. AVID will be in 
touch with members directly when we have new 
dates for these meetings.  
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AVID and other detention NGOs ensure 
detention is raised as part of the ‘UPR’ 

human rights process 
 

The UN Human Rights Council’s ‘Universal 
Periodic Review’ (UPR) of the UK has made 
explicit mention of immigration detention. The 
UPR is the process of peer review of a state’s 
human rights record, which takes place every 
four years. In 2008, there was no mention of 
detention.  In 2012, four states (Chile, Ecuador, 
Honduras and Mexico) have recommended that 
the UK should reconsider the indefinite detention 
of migrants. Argentina, Paraguay and Bangladesh 
also raised concerns on the use of detention. The 
draft report  is welcomed by the many detention 
NGOs and visitors groups who submitted 
briefings as part of the consultation process. 
AVID and BID jointly highlighted the detention of 
vulnerable groups, which was specifically 
mentioned in the stakeholders summary 
document. Dover Detainee Visitors 
Group/Gatwick Detainee Welfare Group, Yarl’s 
Wood Befrienders, and Detention Action also 
submitted briefings raising similar concerns about 
the use of immigration detention in the UK and 
highlighting length of detention and access to 
legal advice, as well as the impact of detention on 
women. All the visitors groups briefings are 
available on the AVID website.  
 
The next step is for the UK government to accept 
or decline these recommendations, and the 
response is due in September 2012.  
 
Increasing attention is being given to immigration 
detention in the UK at the level of human rights 
discourse. In addition to this UPR process, earlier 
this year the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission here in the UK mentioned 
immigration detention as one of its ten key 
concerns.  
 

M has been released! 
 
We pleased to hear that following his interview 
with In Touch May 2012, M has been released 
from Detention. AVID wishes him the best of luck 
in the future.  
 
 
 
 

 

News from Members  

 
Dover Detainee Visitors Group Ex-Detainee 

Conference 2012 
 
DDVG held their 2012 Ex-Detainee Conference on 
30th May at Amnesty International’s Human 
Rights Action Centre in London. Sushi from In 
Touch reports: 
 
“The conference saw people and organisation 
from across the country come together to discuss 
the issues that former detainees face, from 
difficulty finding employment, to unsuitable 
housing and frustration with the asylum process. 
Speakers included former detainees who told us 
of their experiences in detention, Mike Kaye from 
Still Human Still Here, who spoke about the 
importance of a ‘full package’ to end destitution 
of failed asylum seekers and Adeline Trude from 
BID, who discussed the current situation of those 
still facing detention. 
 
The mood in the conference hall was intensified 
when ex-detainees came forward with stories 
and problems that so many could empathize 
with. One lady seemed almost resigned to 
hopelessness as she explained how she had done 
everything she could think of to have her case 
heard. She is now on medication due to the 
stress of not knowing. Delays in the system were 
a common theme of contention shared, as well as 
a lack of response from the Home Office, MPs 
and UKBA.   
 
Other support organisation that spoke at the 
event included Migrant and Refugee 
Communities Forum, who talked about their 
latest project, Home away from home, a blog 
opens to contributions from the community. 
Whether you would like to share something, tell 
your story or advertise local events, you’re 
welcome to get in touch with your ideas. If you 
know anyone who might be interested in 
contributing you can contact Margaret from 
MRCF at margaret@mrcf.org.uk.  More 
information is in our guest article, below. 
 
For ex-detainees seeking legal help, DDVG 
advised looking for a local group through their 
online database. Once you are in contact with an 
advisor, they can seek assistance of the Asylum 

http://www.upr-info.org/IMG/pdf/a_hrc_wg.6_13_l.7_united_kingdom.pdf
http://www.mrcfblogteam.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:Margaret@mrcf.org.uk
http://www.ddvg.org.uk/ex-detainees/
http://asaproject.org/
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Support Appeals Project, a charity organisation 
which aims to end destitution of asylum seekers 
by defending their legal rights to food and 
shelter. 
 

Save the Date!  
Yarl’s Wood Befrienders AGM 

 
Yarl’s Wood Befrienders will be holding their 
AGM at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 4th July, at 
 

Russell Park Baptist Church 
88 Denmark Street, Bedford, MK40 3TJ 

 
YWB have also invited Debora Singer MBE, who 
will be speaking about her work with Asylum Aid 
and the difficulties faced by women in the UK 
asylum process.  
 
For further details, please contact Tim Davies at 
tim@ywbefrienders.org.  
 

Congratulations to Gatwick Detainees 
Welfare Group on ‘The Longest Day’ 

 
Ali from AVID attended the recent event held by 
GDWG at the Hawth Theatre in Crawley, as part 
of Refugee Week. Around 500 of us were treated 
to an evening of music, poetry, drama, comedy 
and even hip hop from Sudanese artist 
Emmanuel Jal. It was a great way of raising 
awareness about GDWG’s work, but also 
engaging artists in ensuring a spotlight on 
immigration detention- something that we all 
know is so difficult to do in the current climate. 
Well done to all those involved in the event!  
 
 

Do you have any news you would like to 
share with other detainee visitors? Send 
your news, events or adverts to Sushi at 

sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com 
 

Detention Update 

 

UKBA releases quarterly statistics on longest 
lengths of detention for men 

 
UKBA statistics reveal that 1 detainee was held 
for over 5 years, 2 detainees over 4 years & 11 
detainees over 3 years. The longest period of 

detention was 1,943 days. You can access the 
statistics here.  
 

Statistics on self harm in detention  
 

'No Deportations' submitted a FOI request 
regarding self-harm whilst in Immigration 
detention. Between January 2012 and March 
2012, 7 individuals were on 'Self-harm' watch in 
Cedars Pre-departure Accommodation.  
 
This revealed that a between January 2012 to 
March 2012, there were 34 incidents of Self-
Harm requiring medical treatment.  
This includes:  
 

 15 incidents at Brook House 

 1 incident at Campsfield House 

 3 incidents at Colnbrook 

 9 incidents at Dover 

 6 incidents at Tinsley House 
 
The total number of Individuals on Formal Self 
Harm at Risk (ACDT) was 466.This includes: 
 

 93 in Brook House 

 30 in Campsfield House 

 76 in Colnbrook 

 20 in Dover 

 30 in Dungavel 

 76 in Harmondsworth 

 11 in Haslar 

 39 in Morton Hall 

 31 in Tinsley House 

 51 in Yarl's Wood 

 8  in Cadars Pre-departure 

 in Pennine House 
 
Many thanks to John O from No Deportation for 
this information. Please note that these figures 
are provisional and are subject to change.  
 
AVID and BID, through our work on the Mental 
Health in Immigration Detention project, are 
working with UKBA to ensure the way in which 
these figures are collated is standardized- as we 
have reason to believe not all IRCs use the same 
definitions for the purpose of data collection. We 
will keep you posted on this.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:tim@ywbefrienders.org
mailto:sushijuggapahavid@gmail.com
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/research-statistics/migration/migration-statistics1/
http://www.no-deportations.org.uk/Content/Weekending24-06-12.html
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Home Office releases statistics of children in 
detention, May 2012 

 
The Home Office has released figures of the 
number of children detained in May 2012- 24 in 
total. 6 were detained in Tinsley House, and 18 in 
Cedars. You can access these statistics here. 
 

Campsfield is improving, according to IMB 
annual report 

 
An IMB Annual report of Campsfield House, 
Oxford suggests that 'progress had been made,’ 
and that the Centre had ‘a good year,’ despite 
the death of a detainee in August. While the 
centre was commended for it’s improvements in 
handling formal complaints, and decision to form 
an action plan for healthcare, it was noted that 
there were still areas for improvement. 
Recommendations have been made with regards 
to the lack of privacy detainees are given when 
interviewed, and the notice period for moving 
detainees was considered too short. You can read 
the IMB annual report here.  
 

The Independent Monitoring Board 
produces their Annual Report for 2011 

 
‘Behind Closed Doors’ is the annual report for 
2011 of the National Council of IMBs. It highlights 
a new role for the IMBs in the last year, 
monitoring charter flights. To date, flights to 
Nigeria and Kabul were monitored by the IMB, 
covering the whole journey from boarding of 
coaches to disembarkation at destination. The 
report also notes that the main airport for 
charter flights is now Stansted and the National 
Council has recognized the need for a new IMB at 
Stansted. There is no IMB at Larne STHF; instead, 
the facility is monitored by the Lay Custody 
Visitors. This will be reviewed in 2012. Among 
other issues highlighted by the IMBs throughout 
the year, mention is given to length of detention 
and mental health problems of detainees. These 
are certainly similar issues raised by many of our 
visitors network.  
 

Sudanese detainees hunger strike 
 
13 Sudanese detainees at Campsfield House went 
on hunger strike at the end of May. The men, all 
from the Darfur region, demand to be released 

and granted asylum. According to Campaign to 
close Campsfield, 4 of the men, who have been 
transferred to Harmondsworth and Colnbrook 
IRC, had only taken water for 26 days on the 18th 
June. Five of the men have been released 
including one under 18 year old boy, who was 
age disputed by UKBA. You can read the full BBC 
News story here.   
 

Council of Europe anti-torture Committee 
expected to visit UK detention centres in 

2012: CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS  
 
The European Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (CPT) will visit places of deprivation 
of liberty, including detention centres, in 2012. 
The exact date of the visit is not known, but the 
CPT has invited those with information or 
evidence in the UK to submit to:  
 
Trevor Stevens, Executive Secretary, European 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
Council of Europe F – 67075 Strasbourg, Cedex 
France 
 
You can read the press release announcing the 
visit here. After each visit, the CPT sends a 
confidential report containing its conclusions and 
recommendations to the state concerned. This 
constitutes the basis for a dialogue between the 
CPT and the national authorities in order to 
strengthen the protection of detained persons 
from ill-treatment.  
 

News, statistics and reports 
 
 

Evidence that Sri Lankan nationals are being 
tortured after deportation from the UK 

 
The case of 'Hari' supports allegations that the UK 
is deporting asylum seekers to torture. 'Hari' was 
beaten with rods, had petrol filled bags placed on 
his face and hung from his feet by nylon rope. 
Medical reports support his claims. He escaped 
and is now making a second application for 
asylum.  
 
Hari is not the only individual who seems to have 
been put at risk. Channel 4 reported on the 
return of 36 individuals to Sri Lanka, many of 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/immigration-asylum-research/child-detention-may2012
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-14388369
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/corporate-reports/imb/annual-reports-2011/campsfield-house-2011.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/imb/imb-national-council-annual-report-2011.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/imb/imb-national-council-annual-report-2011.pdf
http://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2012/06/18/immigration-detaineees-hunger-strike-enters-week-four-as-campaign-for-their-release-mounts/#more-899
http://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2012/06/18/immigration-detaineees-hunger-strike-enters-week-four-as-campaign-for-their-release-mounts/#more-899
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-18279704
http://www.cpt.coe.int/en/visits/2011-12-07-eng.htm
http://www.channel4.com/news/uk-returns-36-asylum-seekers-to-sri-lanka


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 105 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

whom were followed by intelligence after leaving 
the airport according to a source. The scheduled 
deportation saw 50 individuals removed from the 
flight hours before take-off, due to last minute 
evidence presented to Mr Justice Eady. The last 
minute decision has been seen as pivotal by some 
human rights lawyers, who believe it will support 
arguments that Tamil Sri Lankans who engage in 
political activity in the UK are at risk upon return.  
 
A number of organizations have expressed their 
concern. Donna Covey, the chief executive of the 
Refugee Council, has said the case of 'Hari' 'is one 
more shameful example of how this country 
currently treats people who seek safety here.' 
 
Human Rights Watch has called on the UK to 
suspend deportations to Sri Lanka as 
investigations reveal that at least three people 
who were deported from the UK have faced 
torture upon return. HRW argues that as a party 
to the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, the UK should not deport individuals 
who it believes may be subject to torture. John 
Mepham, UK Director of HRW said, ‘This is not 
just a matter of the UK respecting its 
international legal obligations, but a matter of 
basic decency.’ 
 
In spite of these serious accusations, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa (Sri Lankan President) was still invited 
to dine with the Queen for jubilee celebrations 
this month. 
 
Last month, In Touch highlighted a number of 
issues around the deportation of Sri Lankan 
nationals including Still Human Still Here's 
criticism of UKBA's operational guidance notes on 
Sri Lanka, and the story of Tamil civilian deported 
from the UK found dead.  You can read the full 
story by the Guardian here.  
 

Bromley Briefings Prison Fact File by Prison 
Reform Trust  

 
The latest Bromley Prison Fact File has been 
produced by the Prison Reform Trust. It includes 
a section on foreign national prisoners, 
highlighting that foreign national prisoners 
constituted 13% of the overall prison population 
in March 2012. In 13 prisons, foreign nationals 
make up 25% or more of the population.  

New Report from Women for Refugee 
Women, ‘Refused’, highlights plight of 

women refused asylum in the UK 
 

The new report focuses on the experiences of 
women denied asylum in the UK. The research 
shows that almost half of the women claiming 
asylum in the UK have experienced rape, and 
nearly half have been arrested or imprisoned. 
Most are denied asylum in the UK. If they are 
unable to be returned to their home country, 
women face a number of challenges in the UK. 
More than half had been made destitute, and 
more than half had contemplated suicide. You 
can read the report here.  
 

Spotlight on: Article 8 and Family Migration  

 
Changes to Rules on Family Migration 

 
No one can have missed the flurry of attention on 
family migration in the last month. Theresa May’s 
statement to the House of Commons outlined a 
number of proposed changes, and Migrants 
Rights Network summarises them as follows:  
 

- New income threshold of £18,600 for 
those wanting to sponsor a non EU 
spouse or partner 

- Extension from 2 to 5 years of the period 
before which non EU migrants on a 
spouse or partner visa can apply for 
indefinite leave to remain.  

- Tougher tests for those wishing to settle 
in the UK. From October 2013, migrants 
will need to pass an intermediate level 
English test as well as the ‘life in the Uk’ 
test.  

- Removal of the right of appeal for 
people refused family visas 

- Restrictions on the ability of non-EEA 
adult and elderly dependent relatives to 
settle in the UK 

These changes will come into force on the 9th 
July.  
 

Theresa May: Article 8 is not ‘absolute’  
 

Parliamentary debate in the last week has been 
dominated by the Home Secretary’s proposal to 
‘more clearly define’ how Article 8, commonly 
known as the ‘right to family life’ is applied in 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/judge-halts-deportation-of-tamils-in-fear-of-torture-7811564.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/judge-halts-deportation-of-tamils-in-fear-of-torture-7811564.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jun/07/tamil-torture-british-deportation-policy
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jun/07/tamil-torture-british-deportation-policy
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/05/29/uk-suspend-deportations-tamils-sri-lanka
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/05/29/uk-suspend-deportations-tamils-sri-lanka
http://stillhumanstillhere.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/shsh-commentary-on-the-april-2012-sri-lanka-ogn.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jun/05/tamils-deported-sri-lanka-torture?newsfeed=true
http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Portals/0/Documents/FactfileJune2012.pdf?dm_i=47L,UJV5,U3TJM,2IEO2,1
http://www.refugeewomen.com/
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2012/06/family-migration-new-rules-announced
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2012/06/family-migration-new-rules-announced
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deportation cases. Theresa May is focusing on 
those who use Article 8 when facing deportation, 
many of whom argue that their right to maintain 
a family life would be breached by deportation. 
The Home Secretary is to give new guidelines to 
judges, aimed at ensuring fewer foreign criminals 
avoid deportation.  
 
The Home Secretary has said in the past that the 
meaning of Article 8 had been ‘perverted’ and 
used to prevent the removal of foreign national 
prisoners. Last year at the Conservative Party 
conference the scandal of ‘cat gate’ (where the 
example given by Ms May of a Bolivian who won 
his Article 8 claim on the basis of having a pet cat) 
led to ridicule when it was widely criticised as 
being inaccurate. She is quoted by the BBC as 
saying the UK was ‘entitled’ to set out its views 
on the subject, and that Article 8 is ‘not absolute’. 
She added that ‘in the interests of the economy, 
or controlling migration or public order, those 
sorts of issues, the state has a right to qualify the 
right to a family life’.  
 
In a joint letter to the Guardian, AVID and others 
condemn her call to alter the interpretation of 
Article 8 as (see below). The Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrants said that in 2010 only 
between 2% and 8% of foreign prisoners facing 
deportation won appeals on Article 8 grounds. 
Additionally, several human rights lawyers have 
warned that ministers could not use secondary 
legislation such as the immigration rules to 
dictate to judges or trump their interpretation of 
article 8. Sir Geoffrey Bindman said: "Any change 
is ineffective because ultimately what controls 
the situation is article 8 as interpreted by the 
court of human rights and the domestic courts. 
The legal position is that in so far as the 
immigration rules are incompatible with the 
human rights convention then the convention 
prevails." Civil rights group Liberty said the right 
to family life was already qualified, allowing 
"considerable latitude over immigration control 
and the economic well-being of the nation". You 
can read the BBC News story here and the 
Guardian story here.  
 

Joint letter signed by AVID features in the 
Guardian 

 
AVID joins others criticising moves by the 
government to restrict ECHR Article 8 appeals in 
deportation cases, focusing on the impact of 

proposed changes on children. The letter 
condemns Theresa May for ‘seeking to prevent 
the courts from upholding the laws that protect 
these children.’ UKBA has released a Statement 
of Intent on May’s proposals, which argues that 
the Article 8 ‘should be qualified in the public 
interest to safeguard the economic well-being of 
the UK by controlling immigration and to protect 
the public from foreign criminals.’ You can read 
the letter on the Guardian website here.  
 

Barristers respond to article in Sunday 
Telegraph which ‘names and shames’ judges 

ruling on Article 8 
 
UK Human Rights blog has criticized an article in 
the Sunday Telegraph that attempts to 'shame' 
three judges on their ruling of immigration cases. 
The article claims that ‘three senior immigration 
judges have allowed 26 foreign criminals to stay 
in Britain because of their “right to family life” in 
the past year.’ However, when pushed for their 
underlying research on Twitter by Adam Wagner, 
the authors fail to address the request. UK 
Human Rights blog points out that the Sunday 
Telegraph says that 96 foreign deportation 
appeals were successful, without presenting data 
on how many were actually won on Article 8 
grounds. Adam Wagner writes, ‘for example, how 
many cases were won because of a UKBA 
mistake? Or a basic error of law by a court? Since 
we cannot see the original data, it is impossible to 
find out.’ You can read the full story by UK 
Human Rights Blog here.  

 

Parliamentary Monitoring 
 

Deportation of Tamil Sri Lankans 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 19 June 2012, c866W) 

 
Chris Bryant, MP asked what the policy is on 
forcible removals of Tamils to Sri Lanka. Damian 
Green responded "The UK Border Agency's 
returns policy to Sri Lanka is kept constantly 
under review. Returns are only enforced when it 
is safe to do so and when the agency and the 
courts are satisfied that the individual has no 
international protection needs. The European 
Court of Human Rights has ruled that not all 
Tamil asylum seekers are in need of protection." 
 
 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jun/18/deportee-families-face-unfair-rhetoric?newsfeed=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-18384543
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2012/jun/10/theresa-may-human-rights-lawyers?newsfeed=true
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/news/soi-fam-mig.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/news/soi-fam-mig.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jun/18/deportee-families-face-unfair-rhetoric?newsfeed=true
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/immigration/9335689/Judges-who-allow-foreign-criminals-to-stay-in-Britain.html
https://twitter.com/#!/AdamWagner1
http://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2012/06/17/immigration-judges-named-and-shamed-by-sunday-telegraph
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0001.htm#1206202001285
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Deportation of Sudanese nationals 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 19 June 2012, c861W) 

 
Paul Blomfield, MP asked how many failed 
Sudanese asylum seekers were removed from 
the UK to (a) Sudan and (b) South Sudan in (i) 
2010-11 and (ii) 2011-12. Damian Green 
responded that the number of Sudanese asylum 
cases removed or voluntarily departed in 2010 - 
2011 was 19 and the number of Sudanese 
asylum cases removed or voluntarily departed in 
2011 - 2012 was 15. Removal of failed asylum 
seekers was not applicable in 2010 - 2011 to 
South Sudan and no Sudanese failed asylum 
cases were removed or voluntarily departed in 
2011 - 2012. 
 

Standards of care for children waiting 
deportation 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 21 June 2012, c315W) 

 
Lord Eames asked what assessment has been 
made of the standard of care afforded to the 
children of persons awaiting deportation from 
the United Kingdom. Lord Henley responded 
"The UK Border Agency has developed a new 
approach for managing the return of families in 
response to the Government's commitment to 
end the detention of children for immigration 
purposes…Both facilities [Cedars and Tinsley 
House] have been specifically developed with the 
needs of families and children in mind and are 
subject to regular inspection by the appropriate 
statutory bodies." 
 

Deportations of Tamil to Sri Lanka  
(see news section above) 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 21 June 2012, c316W) 

 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked by what process 
UKBA deported Tamils to Sri Lanka who were 
subsequently awarded asylum in the UK, 
following ill-treatment in Sri Lanka; and what 
steps they are taking to avoid a similar situation 
in the future. Lord Henley responded, "…Returns 
are only enforced when it is safe to do so and 
when the agency and the courts are satisfied 
that the individual has no international 
protection needs." 
 

‘Illegal’ Deportation of Turkish national 
(See Guardian story here) 

(Hansard, HL Deb, 25 June 2012, c29W) 

 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked what process the 
UKBA deported a Turkish national in March 
2012, despite the existence of a court order 
prohibiting deportation; what steps they are 
taking to comply with Mr Justice Singh's order 
that they find the individual and bring him back 
to the United Kingdom; and what steps they are 
taking to prevent further breaches of court 
orders prohibiting the removal of asylum 
seekers. Lord Henley responded "We cannot 
comment on individual cases. However, 
whenever we are notified of a barrier to removal, 
including a claim for asylum, we will take all the 
necessary steps to halt removal directions." 
 

Pregnant women in detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 25 June 2012, c31W) 

 
Richard Fuller, MP asked what steps are taken 
by UKBA to seek permission for disclosure of 
medical records for women in detention for the 
purpose of identifying when women who are 
pregnant or have serious health conditions are 
being detained. Damian Green responded, "…If 
a pregnant woman chooses to inform removal 
centre healthcare staff of her condition 
[pregnancy], the detail would be held on her 
medical file which is confidential between 
patient and doctor. The UKBA does not hold such 
information centrally and does not seek 
permission for disclosure. The UK Border 
Agency's published policy on the use of detention 
makes clear that pregnant women should not 
normally be detained. The exceptions to this 
general position are where removal is imminent 
and medical advice does not suggest 
confinement before the due removal date; or, for 
pregnant women of less than 24 weeks 
gestation, as part of the fast track asylum 
process at Yarl's Wood immigration removal 
centre." 
 

Pregnant women returning to Sub-Saharan 
African Countries 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 25 June 2012, c31W) 

 
Heidi Alexander, MP asked:  

 Whether health advice is provided to 
pregnant women in immigration 
detention whom UKBA plans to remove 
to sub-Saharan African countries where 
there is high risk of chloroquine 
resistant malaria, and who have contra-

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0001.htm#1206202001259
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120621w0001.htm#12062146000210
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120621w0001.htm#12062146000210
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120621w0001.htm#12062146000211
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0001.htm#12062546000945
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/apr/30/theresa-may-deported-asylum-seeker
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0001.htm#12062534000715
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0001.htm#12062534000717
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0001.htm#12062534000717
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indications to other anti-malarials due 
to early pregnancy or mental ill health 

 what steps UKBA is taking to monitor 
whether appropriate advice is given by 
its contractors to pregnant women and 
what the Departments policy is on 
immigration detention and removal of 
pregnant women to the areas specified.  

 
Damien Green responded, “Pregnant women or 
those suffering from mental health issues who 
are leaving the United Kingdom under an 
assisted voluntary returns scheme would be able 
to discuss protection against malaria and other 
risks with the independent Choices 
service…….Pregnant women in families being 
removed under the family returns process would 
have their health and vaccination needs 
considered by the Family Returns Panel as part of 
the panel’s consideration of the proposed 
removal plan before entering the pre-departure 
accommodation…….Pregnant women who are 
considered to be ‘at risk’ of malaria are routinely 
provided with mosquito nets free of charge on 
removal and provided with the appropriate 
course of anti-malaria medication.” 
 

Review of Rule 35 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 27 June 2012, c71W) 

 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked for an update on 
instructions on the application of Rule 35, 
including training materials for medical 
practitioners and other health staff working in 
immigration removal centres, and where figures 
of compliance and performance of Rule 35 
decisions will be published. Lord Henley 
responded, "...A revised Detention Services 
Order on Rule 35 of the Detention Centre Rules 
2001 is under development and will be published 
when ready...There is at present no single 
manual or standardised material used for 
training medical practitioners or other 
healthcare staff in immigration removal centres 
on the application of Rule 35. Case owners are 
trained to consider all material facts on a case by 
case basis.” 
 

UKBA Contracts 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 27 June 2012, c72W) 

 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill asked under what 
powers the conduct of enforced returns is 
contracted out by UKBA. Lord Henley 

responded, "Section 154 of the 1999 Act 
requires persons working as detainee custody 
officers to be accredited by the Secretary of 
State, while Schedule 13 sets out the powers and 
duties of such officers when acting in accordance 
with escort arrangements. Private sector 
escorting companies also operate within a clear 
framework set out in operating standards and 
instructions published on the UK Border 
Agency's website at: http://www.ukba. 
homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/man
aging ourborders/immigrationremovalcentres/." 
 

Events 

 
OPPORTUNITY: for people interested in 

music or community relations 
 
Music In Detention Gosport is a new initiative 
formed to run participatory music activities with 
immigration detainees at Haslar Immigration 
Removal Centre and with excluded groups in the 
local community. Linked to the national charity 
Music In Detention, they aim to improve the 
emotional wellbeing of detainees, who we 
consider to be vulnerable members of the 
Gosport community, and to build connections 
and understanding between them and local 
people, so as to contribute to good community 
relations.  
 
"We are looking for people to join the Partnership 
Group, the committee which runs MID Gosport's 
work. If you're interested in music or community 
relations or work with vulnerable people, and you 
have some relevant experience, then we would be 
delighted to hear from you."  
 
For more information contact Lyn Colbeck, MID 
Gosport's Co-ordinator, or call 02392 599065. 
 

Funding 

 

The Guardian Charity Awards 2012 
 
The Guardian Charity Awards are open and 
accepting entries for 2012. The Awards, which 
have been running for the last 20 years, aim to 
show the excellent work of small to medium-
sized charities within the UK. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120627w0001.htm#12062771000215
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120627w0001.htm#12062771000244
mailto:lyn@musicindetention.org.uk
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Any UK social welfare charity that can 
demonstrate excellence and achievement in what 
they do may apply as long as they have been 
registered in the UK for more than two years and 
have an annual income of between £5,000 and 
£1.5 million. 
 
Further information and an online application 
form can be found on the Guardian Charity 
Awards website.  
Closing date: 20 July 2012 (midnight). 
 

Jobs 

 
Medical Justice are looking for people to fill two 
positions. 
 

Casework Administration Worker 
 

Salary : £23,156 pro-rata (i.e. £11,578.02 for two 
and a half days) 
Reports to : Casework Manager 
Responsible for : Occasional volunteers / interns 
if appropriate 
Part-time : two and a half days a week 
Based : Medical Justice, Finsbury Park, London 
 
Job purpose    
To assist the Casework Manager in ensuring a 
consistent standard of casework for all patients, 
help detainees progress complaints against the 
UK Border Agency and their contractors and 
develop the organisation’s expertise and 
capabilities regarding complaints. 
  
If you would like to apply for the Casework 
Administration Worker : Please read the 
Casework Administration Worker Job Description, 
email a completed application form and your CV 
to e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk 
 

Administration & Finance Worker 
 

Salary :  £23,156 pro-rata (i.e. £11,578.02 for two 
and a half days) 
Reports to : The Co-ordinator 
Responsible for : Occasional volunteers / interns 
if appropriate 
Part-time : two and a half days a week 
Based : Medical Justice, Finsbury Park, London 
 
Job purpose    

To be responsible for the ongoing administrative 
and financial day-to-day operations of Medical 
Justice, and support operational staff and the 
management committee as necessary,  
  
If you would like to apply for the Administration 
& Finance Worker  : Please read the 
Administration & Finance Worker Job 
Description, email a completed application form 
and your CV to 
e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk 
 
The closing date for both positions is Tuesday 
17th July 2012. Applicants will be notified by 
Wednesday 18th July 2012 if they have been 
selected for interview and invited to interveiw on 
Thursday 19th July at the Medical Justice office 
(86 Durham Road, London, N7 7DT). The 
applicant must be available for hand-over week 
commencing Monday 24th September 2012. 
 

 

Guest Article: HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
By Margaret from MRCF (Migrant and 

Refugee Community Forum).  

 
Home Away from Home 

Any of you who were able to attend the Dover 
Detainee Visitors Group Ex-Detainee Conference 
on May 30th at Amnesty International UK might 
have caught MRCF’s presentation of their blog 
Home Away from Home, which can be found at 
http://mrcfblogteam.blogspot.com. 
 
MRCF, the Migrant and Refugee Communities 
Forum (mrcf.org.uk), provides a valuable support 
network for vulnerable and isolated migrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers, helping them 
rebuild their lives in the UK in a myriad of ways, 
which include legal guidance, individual and 
group mentoring, English classes, skills 
workshops and social events. MRCF has  
supported, and is currently supporting, many ex-
detainees. 
 
The purpose of the Home Away from Home blog 
is to build community by: 
 
• Creating a forum to exchange experiences 
common to starting a new life in 
London, as well as information about available 
resources, and tips for 
emotional wellbeing 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/charity-awards
http://www.guardian.co.uk/charity-awards
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/texts/caseworkadministratorjobdescription.pdf
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/texts/caseworkjobapplicationform.doc
mailto:e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/texts/adminfinanceworkerjobdescription.pdf
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/texts/adminfinanceworkerjobdescription.pdf
http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/images/stories/texts/adminfinancejobapplicationform.doc
mailto:e.mlotshwa@medicaljustice.org.uk
http://mrcfblogteam.blogspot.com/
http://mrcf.org.uk/
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• Educating those who may not be familiar with 
the difficulties confronted by 
migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers 
 
We invite you to share your stories of visiting 
detainees and to encourage the detainees whom 
you visit to share their own stories of coming to 
London and living in immigration detention. You 
can tell others what detention is like and how you 
think the situation could be improved. You can 
talk about enduring hardships and perhaps 
encourage someone in a similar predicament. 
 
It doesn’t matter if you have never considered 
yourself a writer or if you struggle with English. 
We can work with you to develop your ideas and 
help you with your writing. 
 
You are welcome to contribute: personal stories, 
photo diaries, poems, recorded or written 
interviews with detainees or immigration experts, 
your reaction to current policies – anything, 
really. We invite your creativity and passion for 
improving the situation of those trying to rebuild 
their lives in the UK. 

 

Have you got a story you’d like to share?  
Maybe the person you visit would like to 

share their story 
 

Email your enquiries or submissions to 
Margaret@mrcf.org.uk 

 
 

AVID, June 2012   
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