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Do you have any items for next month’s 
newsletter? If so contact Anna De Mutiis at 

avidnews321@gmail.com 
by the 20th of March 

 

News from AVID 

 

First Parliamentary inquiry into Immigration 
Detention: landmark report published 

 
On 3rd March, the All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Refugees and the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Migration launched the report of their 
findings from the first detention inquiry. This was 
a landmark moment, following six months of 
gathering evidence from over 180 written 
submissions and many more witnesses. The 
panel, chaired by Sarah Teather MP, has made a 
series of recommendations including the 
introduction of a time limit on the detention and 
a need to move away from enforcement based 
approach to one which considers community 
based solutions and alternatives. Crucially, the 
panel concludes that the system is so flawed that 
any ‘tinkering’ around the conditions or care of 
detainees is not enough. Instead, this is the time 
for a systemic overhaul.  
 

Many of us wrote submission or gave evidence to 
the Inquiry and have waited for this report with a 
sense of trepidation. It has given us a sense of 
optimism to see that the Panel has spoken out on 
the need for holistic change.  
 
It is now over to us, NGOs and others working on 
detention, to ensure the recommendations of the 
report are not forgotten but are disseminated 
widely. You can read the report of the Inquiry 
findings here. AVID’s response to the Inquiry 
report is here.  
 
You can follow the progress of the Inquiry work 
and the Detention Forum by visiting 
www.detentionforum.org.uk  

 
In Touch Plans 

 
You may have noticed the absence of your 
monthly In Touch newsletter in your inbox these 
past few months. We’ve been reviewing how we 
research and produce the newsletter and have 
some exciting plans afoot to move to an e-
newsletter format in a couple of months time. 
Watch this space! In the meantime we hope you 
enjoy this, our first edition of 2015.  

 

Membership payments due now  
 

Many of you will have heard from Jessica Lousley, 
Training and Membership Coordinator, regarding 
the renewal of your memberships for 2015 and 
the forthcoming Coordinators Conference. If you 
haven’t yet done so please ensure your 
membership fees reach the office this month. 
We’ll have more information on the sessions for 
the conference in due course, and as always if 
you have suggestions or topics you would like to 
see included, please get in touch.  

 

Hidden Stories is online! Spread the word! 
 
As many of you know, our Hidden Stories film is 
the first output of our Visitors Testimony project 
which ran throughout 2014. The project is based 
on the collation and archiving of the oral histories 

mailto:avidnews321@gmail.com
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/the%20report%20of%20the%20inquiry%20into%20the%20use%20of%20immigration%20detention%20in%20the%20united%20kingdom.pdf
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/avid%20response_parlinquiryreport_03032015.pdf
http://www.detentionforum.org.uk/
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of volunteer visitors, and detainees supported, 
over the last 20 years. Hidden Stories is now 
available online and copies will be sent to all 
member groups this month. Thank you for your 
contribution to this collective effort. 
 
The Hidden Stories report is still to come and 
there will be other outputs over the coming 
months. In the meantime, here are many other 
ways in which you can stay involved with the 
Hidden Stories project:  
 

 Hidden Stories exhibition: We put 
together an exhibition of photographs 
and stories from all our interviewees. If 
you would like to borrow this exhibition 
for use at an event in the coming year, 
please contact the AVID office 

 

 Plan a local screening of Hidden Stories: 
if you plan to screen the Hidden Stories 
film, do let us know! It will be useful to 
hear feedback on how the film has been 
used and the impact it has. 

 

 Raise awareness of the project and film 
on social media: use the hashtag 
#hiddenstories to spread the word about 
the film and the project, ensuring more 
people become aware of the important 
work of volunteers. Also, if you have 
volunteers who tweet or use other social 
media, please ask them to also use the 
#hiddenstories to spread the word about 
visiting. 

 
In the meantime, if you haven’t yet, watch the 
video and share it here.. 
 
 

News from Members  

 

Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group launches 
the Refugee Tales Walk 

 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group is celebrating 
Refugee Week in 2015 with a walk from Dover to 
Crawley via Canterbury from 13 to 21 June. 
Taking its inspiration from The Canterbury Tales, 
prestigious writers such as Ali Smith, Abdulrazak 
Gurnah and Marina Lewycka will be collaborating 
with ex-detainees and refugees and sharing their 
Tales every evening of the walk. Join the walk for 

the full nine days or come along for a day. Sign up 
and find out more on the Refugee Tales website.  
 
This is a great opportunity to celebrate Refugee 
Week and to walk with ex-detainees and 
refugees whilst reflecting on the long and difficult 
journeys that they make to seek sanctuary in the 
UK. Please contact refugeetales@gdwg.org.uk if 
you would like leaflets for your local walking 
group or reading group or for your organisation 
to find out more. Book now! 
 

Sudanese Visitors Group researching NGOS 
supporting people returned under Dublin II 

 
Article 1 (includes AVID member the Sudanese 
Visitors' Group) has seen a recent spike in the 
number of Sudanese nationals in UK detention 
centres, with many being removed to Italy under 
the Dublin II Regulation. They are now 
conducting research into refugee and asylum 
organisations in Italy (and other European 
countries) so that they can provide suggestions 
for support once individuals are removed. If 
anyone has any suggestions, please send them 

directly to the Sudanese Visitors Group,  Maddy 
Crowther (maddy.crowther@wagingpeace.info). 
  

Samphire presents: Against the Tide: 
Sharing Positive Perspectives on Migration 

 
Samphire are holding an event in Dover 
called "Against the Tide: Sharing Positive 
Perspectives on Migration" on Thursday 9 April 
2015 at 7pm. They will be showing a film created 
by the group involving some clients released from 
detention, discussing the Detention Inquiry as 
well as trying to dispel some myths about 
migration. Email info@samphireproject.org.uk if 
you'd like more information. 
 

Detention Update 

 
Independent detention review on 

immigration detainees’ welfare announced 

 
On the 9th of February 2015, the Home Secretary 
Theresa May announced a review of the welfare 
of vulnerable detainees held detention (full 
statement here). This decision was taken after 
the publication of an independent report - 

http://youtu.be/CkxzooaM7a8
http://www.refugeetales.org/
mailto:refugeetales@gdwg.org.uk
http://refugeetales.org/thewalk/how-to-sign-up/
mailto:info@samphireproject.org.uk
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/wmstext/150209m0001.htm#1502091000006
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Mental health issues in immigration removal 
centres -carried out by the Tavistock Institute. 
 
The Tavistock institute was commissioned by the 
Home Office in 2013 to investigate mental health 
in detention.  
 
The resulting report, which took 12 months for 
the Home Office to publish, shows that mental 
health awareness training among staff in 
detention is still “very limited”, with some 
dismissing complaints and self-harm among 
detainees as “attention-seeking behaviour”. The 
report also urged the Home Office to improve its 
relationship with external organisations including 
campaigners and NGOs. It is a narrow report 
which does not shed any new light on the 
complex problems regarding the mental health of 
detainees.  
 
The six month review commissioned by May, 
which will be led by former prisons and probation 
ombudsman Stephen Shaw, ‘is expected to look 
at the appropriateness of Home Office policies on 
the welfare of vulnerable people in detention, 
with a focus on safeguarding the mental and 
physical health of detainees’.  
 
As pointed out in The Guardian, The Home Office 
has been widely criticised over the welfare of 
detainees and ‘the implicit acknowledgement by 
May that the system is in need of reform marks a 
break from claims that the detention system has 
improved immeasurably.’ 
 
Many (Refugee Council, Sarah Teather MP) have 
expressed scepticism towards the upcoming 
review, especially since it will focus only on the 
well-being of detainees without examining the 
decision to detaining in the first place. AVID and 
other NGOs are concerned that without looking 
at screening and the initial decisions to detain, 
the review will be too limited to address the 
serious and systemic problems of mental health 
in detention. We have signed a joint letter led by 
Medical Justice to offer to meet Stephen Shaw 
and input into the review process.   
 
 
 

 

Proposed expansion of Campsfield: decision 
deferred as campaigners criticise ‘flawed’ 

officers report 
 

Many of you will be aware that there are 
proposed plans to double the size of Campsfield 
detention centre, which will make it the second 
biggest detention centre in the UK. This proposal 
comes in the midst of a raft of criticisms of the 
use of detention in the UK and many of us have 
asked questions as to why this expansion is 
necessary. Many NGOs through the Detention 
Forum have also expressed their concern about 
the expansion of a system which is so 
fundamentally flawed.  
 
London solicitors Leigh Day, a pool of lawyers 
acting on behalf of Stop Campsfield Expansion, 
sent a 7-page letter outlining the legal objections 
to the expansion’s plan to the Council, the 
Cherwell District Councillors voted last 19th of 
February to defer the application to more than 
double the size of Campsfield House IRC. The 
next Cherwell planning committee meeting will 
be held on the 19th of March. We will keep you 
posted on developments.  

 

Oxford MP expresses opposition towards 
Campsfield House expansion 

Nicola Blackwood, Conservative MP for Oxford 
West and Abingdon has voiced her support in the 
opposition to the immigration detention centre’s 
proposed expansion, expressing her concerns 
directly to the Immigration Minister and Home 
Secretary. She also declared that ’like many local 
people I believe we should be focusing on finding 
alternatives to detention and improving the 
speed of decision making within the asylum 
system, rather than simply increasing our 
detention estate.’ Read the full article here.  

Nick Clegg, deputy Prime Minister has also 
recently spoke out against Campsfield expansion, 
declaring that ‘There does not appear to be a 
clear case for expanding Campsfield House’. Read 
his statement here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/402204/tavistock_institute_report_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/402204/tavistock_institute_report_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/402206/welfare_in_detention_review_tors.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/feb/08/theresa-may-immigration-detention-welfare-review
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/4251_independent_detention_review_announced
http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=26677
http://detentionforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Detention-Forum-briefing-paper-Nov-2014-detention-expansion.pdf
http://detentionforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Detention-Forum-briefing-paper-Nov-2014-detention-expansion.pdf
http://detentionforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Detention-Forum-briefing-paper-Nov-2014-detention-expansion.pdf
https://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2015/02/18/legal-bombshell-hits-campsfield-expansion-plan/
https://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2015/02/19/decision-on-campsfield-expansion-deferred/
http://oxfordstudent.com/2015/01/29/oxford-mp-expresses-opposition-towards-campsfield-house-expansion/
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/11721418.Clegg_speaks_out_against_Campsfield_extension_plan/?ref=rss
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HMIP Report on Campsfield House IRC: 
‘overall positive’ but concerns over Rule 35 
and mental health remain, and children still 

detained 

Nick Hardwick, Chief Inspector of Prisons has 
recently published the report of an unannounced 
inspection of Campsfield House, the immigration 
removal centre in Oxfordshire. 
 
Concerns were raised, especially regarding:  rule 
35 reports, which did not provide adequate 
clinical judgements to inform caseworkers' 
decisions; the impact of immigration processes 
on the detainees’ mental and physical well-being; 
the unjustified delay in the release of 14 
detainees; the detention of three children since 
2013. 
 
The ‘overall positive’ report triggered a few 
reactions. In particular the Campaign to Close 
Campsfield published a press release outlining 
the various factors that are ignored by the HMIP 
report. They highlight the collective and 
individual protests of detainees against their 
unjust imprisonment and treatment at 
Campsfield, of the attempted suicides and the 
tragic suicide of Ianos Dragutan on 2 August 
2011, of the fire in October 2013 set by a 
detainee who said he had been denied an 
appointment with a doctor, amongst other 
concerns. Read the full HMIP report here.  

 

Media attention on children detention in 
Campsfield House IRC 

 
The publication of this report has triggered a lot 
of debate in the media, especially regarding the 
three children detained in the centre, a shocking 
finding which comes at a time when the centre is  
under proposals of expansion. Read the different 
coverage on OpenDemocracy, RT News and 
Yahoo News. 
 

OpenDemocracy publishes a series of topical 
articles on detention as part of the 

Unlocking Detention series  
 
OpenDemocracy in the last three months has 
published a series of articles written by those 
working in or with experience of immigration 
detention. This was part of the Unlocking 

Detention series led by the Detention Forum. 
Many articles were written by visitors groups and 
other NGOs. To see the list of articles click here. 

  
Unlocking Detention was a virtual tour of the UK's 
immigration detention estates. Every week, from 
the 14th of September to the 20th of December 
2014 people shared their experiences of each 
detention centre (either from being detained, or 
knowing or supporting someone who has) and 
their views on immigration detention in the UK. A 
series of insightful articles have been published 
on its blog. Check them out here. 
 

Inquest into the death of Tahrir Mahmood 
in Pennine House 

 
Tahir Mehmood died in Pennine House, the short 
term holding facility in Manchester Airport, in 
July 2013. He had been detained there for six 
days, having been due to be deported to Pakistan 
two days later. He was just 43 years old.  The 
inquest into his death was carried out in January 
and concluded that he had died of natural causes. 
Tahrir’s family accused the facility to failing to 
meet their duties of care toward him. They have 
emphasized how, during a phone conversation 
with the facilities’ nurses, Tahrir’s relative clearly 
stressed the gravity of his conditions demanding 
for a doctor to see him, but his plea was not 
heard. 
 

In response to this, both RAPAR and AVID have 
renewed their request - formerly presented to 
the House of Lords - for the Home Office to 
publish Detention Centre Rules for short term 
holding facilities, which don’t current come under 
the statutory provisions of the Rules covering 
longer term detention.  
 

Tahir’s family also expressed dismay at the Home 
Office’s decision to deny Tahir’s wife Misbah 
entry into the UK, to directly attend the 
inquest.Read more about this on Open 
Democracy here and here, and on the local 
coverage by Manchester Evening News here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/inspections/campsfield-house-immigration-removal-centre/#.VPgvnCKsUWk
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/inspections/campsfield-house-immigration-removal-centre/#.VPgvnCKsUWk
https://closecampsfield.wordpress.com/2015/02/03/very-positive-hmip-report-is-not-a-reason-to-double-the-size-of-campsfield/
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/inspections/campsfield-house-immigration-removal-centre/#.VO23VyKsUWm
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/phil-miller/child-locked-up-%E2%80%98by-mistake%E2%80%99-for-62-days-at-adult-immigration-jail
http://rt.com/uk/228983-immigration-detention-centre-children/
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/children-held-immigration-centre-001350993.html#4nmO100
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/shine-light/immigration-detention-and-removal-in-uk
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/5050-unlocking-detention
http://www.rapar.org.uk/news--views/death-in-detention-family-ask-why-doctor-was-not-called-when-tahir-mehmood-first-complained-of-being-ill
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/ali-mcginley/detained-at-uk-border-mould-cat-calls-and-barbed-wire
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/ali-mcginley/detained-at-uk-border-mould-cat-calls-and-barbed-wire
http://www.rapar.org.uk/news--views/wife-refused-entry-into-uk-to-attend-inquest-into-her-husbands-death-in-detention-tahir-mehmood
http://www.rapar.org.uk/news--views/wife-refused-entry-into-uk-to-attend-inquest-into-her-husbands-death-in-detention-tahir-mehmood
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/rhetta-moran-kath-grant/coroner-finds-capita-detainee-died-of-natural-causes-at-mancheste
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/kath-grant/capita-death-ombudsman-exposed-problems-that-coroner-failed-to-address-family-#.VLzqsC7v_Wc.twitter.
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/dad-found-collapsed-airport-immigration-8457034
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Women for Refugee Women publish report 
highlighting the traumatic experiences of 

women detained at Yarl’s Wood detention 
centre 

 
Women for Refugee Women has published a 
report entitled: I am Human - Refugee Women’s 
Experiences of Detention in the UK. It examines 
the experiences of 38 women who came to the 
UK to seek asylum and were detained in Yarl’s 
Wood between June 2012 and October 2014, 
focusing particularly on the personal testimony of 
these women, and how they were treated during 
their arrests, detention and attempted removals.  
 
The report highlights that most of these women 
declared that they already experienced 
persecution in their home country.  Half of those 
interviewed said that they had been on suicide 
watch in Yarl’s Wood, and 40% said they had self-
harmed. The report suggests that the UK 
government is still routinely detaining large 
numbers of women who are survivors of rape, 
sexual violence and other torture and makes a 
call for change.  
 

News, Publications, Reports 

 

New analysis shows that the UK has one of 
the highest death rates of migrants across 

Europe 
 

The UK has one of the highest death rates of 
migrants across Europe, according to research 
carried out by the Institute of Race Relations 
(IRR) and covered in the Guardian newspaper this 
month.  The IRR analysed the deaths of migrants 
and asylum seekers in Europe and their audit 
revealed that ‘the highest numbers of deaths of 
asylum seekers and migrants were in some of the 
most affluent countries, with the UK having the 
third largest death toll’. The IRR uncovered 22 
deaths in the UK that it says are ‘directly 
attributable’ to immigration and asylum policies. 
This includes 10 people who died in detention 
centres and another 10 who took their own lives.   
Germany had the highest migrant death toll with 
29, followed by Norway with 23, then the UK 
with 22 and France with 13. Read more here. 
 
 

Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and 
Immigration (ICIUKBI) publishes report:  

An Inspection of Overstayers: How the Home 
Office handles the cases of individuals with 

no right to stay in the UK  

The ICIUKBI has published its latest inspection 
report, focusing on the Home Office’s 
management of Migration Refusal Pool (MRP) 
cases. The MRP mainly comprises those people 
who have been refused temporary or permanent 
permission to stay but whose whereabouts is 
unknown to the authorities. The report 
particularly focused on the work carried out by 
the private firm Capita as a contractor to the 
Home Office on ‘MRP’ cases. Despite Capita’s 
involvement and considerable efforts by the 
Home Office to remove those without permission 
to stay, there has been no reduction in the size of 
the ‘MRP’, according to John Vine and his team. 
You can read the report summary  
here. Read the Home Office’s response here. 

New training tool on alternatives to 
detention: Odysseus Network  

The Odysseus network has published a new 
module on alternatives to detention in Europe, 
part of the project MADE REAL – ‘Making 
Alternatives to Detention in Europe a Reality by 
Exchanges, Advocacy and Learning’ – which was 
co-financed by the European Commission and 
implemented by the Odysseus Academic Network 
together with 13 national partners. It is a training 
tool on alternatives that can be access online, 
and is based on the pooling of knowledge on the 
law and practice of detention decision-making 
and the operationalization of alternatives to 
detention in 6 EU Member States (Austria, 
Belgium, Lithuania, Slovenia, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom). You can access the report at 
the following link: http://odysseus-network.eu 

 
 

Law and Policy 

 
ILPA Immigration Update 64  

 
ILPA has published their latest Immigration 
Update which includes important information on 
the Immigration Act, the Crime and Courts Bill, 
the Modern Slavery Bill and the latest country 

http://refugeewomen.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/WRW_IamHuman_report-for-web.pdf
http://refugeewomen.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/WRW_IamHuman_report-for-web.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/feb/15/uk-asylum-deaths-detention
http://icinspector.independent.gov.uk/overstayer-numbers-remain-the-same-despite-considerable-efforts-to-tackle-migration-refusal-pool/
http://icinspector.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/2014-12-15-HO-response-to-ICI-overstayers-report.pdf
http://odysseus-network.eu/
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guidance on returns to Somalia, as well as the 
latest on Detained Fast track litigation. You can 
access the update directly here.  
 

Immigration Detention in Prison: 
administrative court hears test case  

With thanks to Jane Ryan 

 
The High Court has handed down a judgment 
about the detention of immigration detainees in 
prison rather than detention Centres (R on the 
application of Idira v Secretary of State for the 
Home Department [2014] EWHC 4299).  
 
The claimant challenged the legality of the policy 
of routinely holding immigration detainees in 
prison (the result of the changes in November 
2012 increasing the number of bed spaces 
available in prisons for immigration detainees). 
Mr Justice Jay found the approach of the 
Secretary of State was a “systemic” public law 
error. He also found that the policy requiring 
detention in prisons was a blanket policy which 
permitted no exceptions. He found that the 
Secretary of State’s reason for the changing the 
policy was “nothing to do with assessment of risk 
or the interests of immigration detainees, but 
everything to do with administrative 
convenience”. While it was not found that the 
policy was unlawful, it was noted that the reason 
for holding the claimant in prison conditions was 
‘fundamentally flawed’.  

 
This was the first case to challenge the policy and 
its application under Article 5 ECHR (the right to 
liberty). A number of NGOs, including BID, Prison 
Reform Trust, Medical Justice, Detention Action, 
ILPA and AVID assisted with evidence in the 
case. Jane Ryan of Bhatt Murphy (Trustee of 
AVID) and Graham Denholm of Landmark 
Chambers represented the Claimant. You can 
read the Bhatt Murphy press release in full here.  

 
Court of appeal finds second aspect of the 

Detained Fast Track unlawful 
 

On the 16th of December 2014 the Court of 
Appeal ruled that a second element of the Home 
Office’s detained asylum process is unlawful.  The 
Court found that the detention of asylum seekers 
who are not at risk of absconding whilst their 
appeals are pending is unlawful. This is part of 
the legal challenge brought by Detention Action.  

 
You can read the full judgment and summary 
briefing here. Read the Detention Action full 
press release here or, for a short summary, click 
here. 

 
 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Women in detention and Yarl’s Wood report 
(HL, 28  January 2015, C196) 

 
Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat) asked, 
in light of the reports of unacceptable treatment 
of women Yarl’s Wood, whether it was time to 
stop detaining women in there. Baroness Smith 
of Basildon (Labour) added that UN investigators 
were not permitted to go into Yarl’s Wood to see 
for themselves. She then asked if the 
Government would commit to a thorough, fully 
independent investigation into the circumstances 
at Yarl’s Wood as a matter of the utmost urgency. 
Lord Bates (Conservative) replied that when the 
Chief Inspector of Prisons visited Yarl’s Wood and 
produced his report, he found that it was a safe 
and respectful place, but that nevertheless it was 
asked to its authors to share the sources of that 
information so that it can be properly 
investigated. As to the UN rapporteur who asked 
to visit, Bates said that it was very last-minute 
request but that they are open to further 
approaches in the future. 
 

Lords Debate on Yarl’s Wood  
(HL Deb, 24 February 2015, c1533) 

 
The House of Lords debated Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre on 24th February. This was in 
light of the allegations of sexual abuse, last year, 
and this year’s report by Women for Refugee 
Women. Amongst other questions, Baroness 
Bakewell (Labour) pointed out that last year 
Yarl’s Wood was the subject of 31 allegations of 
sexual misconduct and asked Lord Bates why 
Serco’s contract was extended for a further eight 
years. She also asked what requirements were in 
the contract with Serco to safeguard the dignity 
and privacy of women at Yarl’s Wood. You can 
read all questions and responses at the link 
above.  

 
 

http://www.ilpa.org.uk/resources.php/30450/information-service-update-64
http://www.bhattmurphy.co.uk/media/files/14_12_19_Idira.pdf
http://detentionaction.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Detention-Action-JUDGMENT-16-12-14.pdf
http://detentionaction.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Detention-Action-SUMMARY-of-judgment.pdf
http://detentionaction.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Detention-Action-SUMMARY-of-judgment.pdf
http://detentionaction.org.uk/court-of-appeal-finds-second-aspect-of-the-detained-fast-track-unlawful
http://detentionaction.org.uk/court-of-appeal-finds-second-aspect-of-the-detained-fast-track-unlawful
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150128-0001.htm#st_26
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150224-0001.htm#st_32
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Deportation of Children  
HC, 9 February 2015, C537 

 
Ian Mearns MP (Gateshead, Lab) asked: Does the 
Minister think it right that the Government are 
having more success in removing innocent 
children born in this country than in removing 
criminals from outside the country? 
James Brokenshire replied that the ‘Government 
have taken steps to ensure that deportation is 
appropriate, and some removal centres have 
family issues absolutely at their heart to ensure 
that where we remove those who should not be 
in this country, whether family units or 
otherwise, it is done appropriately’. ‘We have a 
proud record on reducing and dealing with the 
deportation of children’, he added. 

Theresa May:  Immigration Detention 
Statement 

(HC, 9 February 2015, WS266) 

 
Mrs Theresa May (The Secretary of State for the 
Home Department) has announced that she has 
commissioned an independent review into the 
Home Office policies and operating procedures 
that have an impact on immigration detainee 
welfare (the Shaw review mentioned above). Her 
statement also describes immigration detention 
as having a ‘key role’ in helping to secure UK 
borders and in maintaining effective immigration 
control. Read the full statement here.  
 

Statistics 

 

Latest statistics on self-harm in detention 
With thanks to No-deportations 

 
There were 97 incidents of self-harm requiring 
medical attention in the third quarter of 2014 
(July to September). This was a 59% increase over 
the second quarter. There was also an increase 
by 12% in the number of people deemed to be at 
risk of self harm (those on ‘ACDT’/accelerated 
care in detention and teamwork) 

Number of incidents of self-harm requiring 
medical attention: note this refers to incidents 
not number of people  

 

IRC July August Sept 

Brook House 4 1 0 

Campsfield House 0 2 4 

Colnbrook (incl. 
STHF) 

5 4 2 

Dover   0 0 2 

Dungavel  1 0 0 

Harmondsworth  8 13 7  

Haslar  0 0 0 

Morton Hall 3 6 7 

The Verne*  N/A N/A N/A 

Tinsley House   2 3 4  

Yarl's Wood (incl. 
STHF) 

5 8 6 

Larne 0 0 0 

Pennine House 0 0 0 

Cedars   0 0 0 

Sub Total 28 37 32 

 
There was one death at Morton Hall during this 
period.  

Number of individuals on ACDT  

IRC July August September 

Brook House 34 25 26 

Campsfield House 10 17 13 

Colnbrook (incl. 
STHF) 

18 15 17 

Dover   3 9 20 

Dungavel  9 13 10 

Harmondsworth  40 30 31 

Haslar  0 5 4 

Morton Hall 13 25 36 

The Verne*  N/A N/A 13 

Tinsley House   8 12 13 

Yarl's Wood (incl. 30 39 39 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/debtext/150209-0001.htm#150209-0001.htm_wqn5
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/wmstext/150209m0001.htm#1502091000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150209/wmstext/150209m0001.htm#1502091000006
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STHF) 

Larne 0 1 2 

Pennine House 2 2 2 

Cedars   0 0 0 

Sub Total 167 193 213 

 
Home Office statistics on children in 
detention released for January 2015 

 
Statistics were released for child detention for 
January 2015. A total of 17 children were held 
this month, 10 at Tinsley House, 3 at Yarl’s Wood, 
and 4 at Cedars. You can find the statistics on the 
Home Office here. 

 

 

Funding 

 

Allen Lane Foundation 
 
The Allen Lane Foundation provides grants of up 
to £15,000 to organisations supporting asylum-
seekers and refugees, offenders and ex-
offenders, LGBT groups, people experiencing 
mental health problems and people experiencing 
violence or abuse. Find out more and apply here 

 

AVID, Feb 2015 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-immigration-act-powers
http://www.allenlane.org.uk/

