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News from AVID 

 
Volunteer opportunity with AVID: write In 

Touch! 
 
A volunteering opportunity has arisen to join the 
AVID team. We are looking for someone to take 
over the production of our monthly ‘In Touch’ 
newsletter. In Touch is the only digest of its kind 
solely focused on immigration detention, 
deportation and removal. It is circulated to over 
800 people every month and is a well respected 
source of information on detention across the 
UK. The successful candidate would be required 
to commit to one day a week for a six month 
period, and in return we offer reimbursement of 
travel and lunch costs. If interested, please send a 
CV and a covering letter describing why your 
skills and experience make you suitable for this 
role, and why you are interested in it, to 
enquiries@aviddetention.org.uk. The deadline 
for applications is August 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shocked and saddened by another death in 
immigration detention 

 
AVID was extremely saddened to learn about the 
death of a 43 year old Pakistani man in Pennine 
House short term holding facility last Friday, 26th 
July. Our thoughts are with the man’s family and 
those affected by his death. Very little is known 
about the circumstances of his death, which we 
hope will be investigated independently and in 
full. Read AVID’s full statement, which calls on 
the Home Office to release the Short Term 
Holding Facilities Rules as a matter of urgency 
and for an independent investigation into this 
case, here. 

 
Help us challenge the detention of the most 

vulnerable! 
 
As you know AVID is co-convening the Detention 
Forum’s working group on vulnerability in 
detention. Our research on this topic is 
underway, and we are currently looking for case 
studies. The aim is to collect case studies from 
visitors groups, collecting case studies from 
visitors’ groups, detainees/ex-detainees, and 
anyone else who works with detainees. What we 
are looking for are cases of detainees who we 
consider to be vulnerable and who should not 
have been detained. We are taking a very holistic 
approach to vulnerability and looking for a 
diverse range of case studies, outlining a range of 
different vulnerabilities, to help us tell the human 
stories of those detained. Please see further 
information here and contact Ali in the office if 
you can help.  This work is part of the Detention 
Forum’s broader advocacy strategy with the aim 
to challenge the legitimacy of immigration 
detention.  
 

Do you have any items for next month’s 
newsletter? If so contact Rutger Birnie 

rutgerbirnieavid@gmail.com by 

August 15th 

 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@aviddetention.org.uk
http://www.aviddetention.org.uk/images/man%20dies%20in%20pennine%20house%20short%20term%20holding%20facility.pdf
http://detentionforum.wordpress.com/2013/07/26/can-you-help-detention-forums-research-case-studies-needed/
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News from Members  

 
Vanessa Redgrave supports Southampton 

and Winchester Visitors Group 
 
Actress and political activist Vanessa Redgrave 
CBE has backed the Southampton and 
Winchester Visitors Group (SWVG) by agreeing to 
take part in a fundraising event in Winchester 
later this year. She will be interviewed about her 
life as a stage and screen actress and as a political 
activist by SWVG member and freelance 
journalist Jenny Cuffe at Swithun’s School 
performing arts centre on October 6th at 4pm. 
Read the news story on the SWVG website. 
 

Detention Update 

 
Another death in the detention estate 

 
The Greater Manchester Police have issued a 
press release stating that a Pakistani national has 
died in Pennine House STHF at Manchester 
Airport after suffering a “medical episode”. The 
Home Office has confirmed the news, but no 
information has been given regarding the name 
of the deceased, where he lived, or how he died. 
An article in Pakistani newspaper The News 
International claimed that the man from Lahore 
died under “highly suspicious circumstances”, and 
that he had been put on fast-track removal but 
was refusing to leave the centre because he 
feared police torture and detention in Pakistan. 
The article also alleges that most Pakistani 
detainees in the holding centre have been moved 
to Dungavel IRC immediately after the incident. 
Read the full article here.  
 

Deportation death of Jimmy Mubenga ruled 
‘unlawful killing’ 

 
The jury of an inquest into the death of Jimmy 
Mubenga, who died on board a plane at 
Heathrow in October 2010 while being deported 
to Angola, ruled that his death was an “unlawful 
killing” and that the guards accompanying him 
had used “unreasonable force” to restrain him. 
At the end of an eight week inquest, a jury of 
seven men and three women recorded a majority 
verdict of nine to one of unlawful killing after 
four days of deliberations. The inquest heard that 
Mr Mubenga had been calling out for help as the 

three G4S guards in charge of his removal heavily 
restrained him for more than half an hour. In the 
wake of the verdict, the Crown Prosecution 
Service has stated it will reconsider its original 
decision not to bring charges to the guards over 
Mr Mubenga's death. Read the media coverage 
of the case by the Guardian, the Independent, 
and the BBC.  

 
Report published on Morton Hall IRC 

inspection 
 

HM Chief Inspector of Prisons Nick Hardwick 
published the findings and recommendations 
from the announced inspection of Morton Hall 
IRC last March, characterising the establishment 
as safe, calm and positive despite the “act of 
concerted indiscipline around Christmas 2012”. 
Although the report notes that staff-detainee 
relations are good and that there is effective care 
for detainees at risk of suicide and self-harm, it 
said that some of the practices it found in the 
centre, such as handcuffing, locking detainees in 
their rooms after 8.30pm, and carrying batons, 
are “inappropriate for an establishment where 
people were not held because they had been 
charged with a criminal offence”. The report also 
expresses concern over the very long periods for 
which detainees are being held: one detainee 
was held for almost three years, and 22 were 
held for over a year. The report makes two main 
recommendations: 
 

 Detainees should not be locked into cells 
and should not be restricted to units in 
the early evening. 

 

 All casework should be progressed 
promptly. The UKBA should take 
proactive action when detainees cannot 
be removed because of their failure to 
comply with re-documentation, either 
prosecuting them or releasing them if 
there is no realistic prospect of removal. 

 
The full report can be accessed here. In the wake 
of the report, the BBC and ITV have both 
reported concern over the long lengths of 
detention that the inspectors found. 
 
 
 
 

http://swvg-refugees.org.uk/public/index.php/swvg-news/latest-news?eprivacy=1
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-2-192847-Another-Pakistani-immigrant-dies-in-detention
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/jul/09/jimmy-mubenga-unlawfully-killed-inquest-jury
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/deported-angolan-jimmy-mubenga-unlawfully-killed-on-flight-jury-rules-as-cps-reconsiders-charges-for-g4s-guards-8697820.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-23244203
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/inspectorate-reports/hmipris/immigration-removal-centre-inspections/morton-hall/morton-hall-2013.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lincolnshire-23334753
http://www.itv.com/news/calendar/update/2013-07-17/detention-centre-holding-times-concern/
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LibDem PPC admits and decries continuing 
child detention 

 
Prospective Parliamentary Candidate (PPC) for 
the Liberal Democrats Layla Moran has admitted 
in a blog post on LibDem Voice that the practice 
of detaining children for immigration purposes 
continues, and has said the “Home Office is 
letting the country down” in light of the recent 
revelation that a boy aged between 12 and 16 
was detained for two to three months in adult 
facility Campsfield House. She also called on her 
party to remain vigilant and “hold our politicians 
to account for their promises”. Nick Clegg and 
other prominent Liberal Democrats continue to 
regularly hail the end of child detention as one of 
the party’s great successes in the coalition 
government, including at the party’s last autumn 
conference, despite undeniable evidence that the 
practice continues. Read Ms Moran’s blog post in 
full here. 
 

UNHCR and IDC form partnership to address 
asylum detention issues 

 
UNHCR, the United Nations refugee agency, has 
signed an agreement with the International 
Detention Coalition (IDC) to strengthen joint 
efforts in addressing detention issues faced by 
asylum seekers and stateless people. The 
partnership, signed in Geneva last week, seeks to 
prevent or reduce the use of detention by 
governments of people seeking international 
protection. Under the new agreement, UNHCR 
and the IDC will work together and with 
governments to improve detention standards, 
provide technical cooperation and capacity 
building to authorities on alternatives to 
detention, carry out research and monitoring of 
detention facilities, and share information on 
asylum-related detention and alternatives. Read 
the UNHCR press release here, or access the full 
agreement here. 

 
Detention Advice Service information sheet 

on immigration detainees in prisons and 
poster 

 
Detention Advice Service (DAS) has put up a 
poster on their website visualizing the typical 
journey of their clients, as well as an information 
sheet for immigration detainees in prison. Both 
can be helpful resources for those held in prisons 

or IRCs under immigration act powers as well as 
those who assist them.  

 
Statistics on children in detention,June 2013 
 
Statistics were released for child detention for 
June 2013. A total of 8 children were held this 
month, 4 at Tinsley House, 2 at Yarl’s Wood and 2 
at Cedars. You can find the statistics on the Home 
Office website here. 
 

FOI: deportation charter flights 
 
A Freedom of Information request by No 
Deportations has revealed the scale of the use of 
deportation charter flights by the UK 
government.  Between April 2012 and March 
2013, there were 49 deportation flights, each 
with an average cost of £265,306. The 
destination countries of these flights were 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria, Ghana, Italy, Sri 
Lanka, DR Congo, Angola, Austria, Gambia, Egypt, 
Portugal, Kosovo and Albania. In total, 2,291 
persons were removed through these flights, 
2,099 men and 192 women. The average cost of 
removing each person was £5,674. Many thanks 
to John O from No Deportations for providing this 
information. These figures are provisional and 
subject to change.  
 
You can also read this Free Movement blog post 
questioning the lawfulness of deportation charter 
flights, in light of the European Convention on 
Human Rights prohibiting the collective expulsion 
of aliens. 
 

News, Publications, Reports 

 

Report on legacy asylum and migration 
cases published 

 
The Chief Inspector on Borders and Immigration 
John Vine published his report on the UKBA’s 
Case Assurance and Audit unit titled ‘An 
investigation into the progress made on legacy 
asylum and migration cases’. While it finds some 
signs of improvement, it also notes that many 
problems still remain. Recommendations to the 
Home Office include publishing a realistic and 
achievable timescale within which legacy asylum 
and migration cases would be completed, and 
prioritising the implementation of all outstanding 
recommendations from the November 

http://www.libdemvoice.org/layla-moran-writes-child-detention-still-happens-boy-held-at-campsfield-for-23-months-35123.html
http://www.unhcr.org/51cd9f166.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51b86f344.html
http://www.detentionadvice.org.uk/uploads/1/0/4/1/10410823/das_visual_poster.pdf?utm_source=Detention+Advice+Service+newsletter&utm_campaign=b5bc6107b7-DAS_newsletter_June2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a34e880685-b5bc6107b7-53286325
http://www.detentionadvice.org.uk/uploads/1/0/4/1/10410823/das_._prt_information_sheet_for_immigration_detainees_in_prison_may_2013.pdf?utm_source=Detention+Advice+Service+newsletter&utm_campaign=b5bc6107b7-DAS_newsletter_June2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term
http://www.detentionadvice.org.uk/uploads/1/0/4/1/10410823/das_._prt_information_sheet_for_immigration_detainees_in_prison_may_2013.pdf?utm_source=Detention+Advice+Service+newsletter&utm_campaign=b5bc6107b7-DAS_newsletter_June2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/225135/child-detention-jun2013.ods
http://www.freemovement.org.uk/2013/07/29/are-the-uks-mass-deportation-charter-flights-lawful/
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2012 report. Read John Vine’s statement here, or 
access the full report here. 
 

Opportunity to comment: UK Periodic 
Review and Report 

 
This month, the Ministry of Justice published 
information about how to comment on the UK’s 
reports for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
mid-term review and the periodic report under 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (CESCR). The UPR is the 
process through which the human rights records 
of UN Member States are periodically reviewed. 
The Ministry of Justice coordinates the UPR for 
the UK, and in June 2014 it will be submitting a 
mid-term report on the recommendations 
received at the conclusion of the UPR in 2012. 
The Government welcomes views on the 
recommendations that the UK should prioritise, 
or on areas not included in the 
recommendations. Comments should be 
submitted before 1 October 2013. Read more 
about the UPR on the Ministry of Justice website, 
or submit your comments here.  
 

Home Office criticised and ridiculed over 
‘racist van’ pilot scheme 

 
The Home Office this month started piloting a 
scheme in which billboard vans were driving 
around six of London’s most multicultural 
boroughs telling irregular migrants to ‘go home’ 
or face arrest, and to text HOME to a special 
Home Office number in order to receive help 
returning to their countries of origin. The posters 
on the van also indicate the number of arrests of 
irregular migrants made in the area in the last 
week. The scheme was instantly ridiculed and 
criticised on social media for being intimidating 
and reviving an old National Front slogan. On 
Twitter, a ‘#racistvan’ campaign called on people 
to troll the Home Office text number and 
inundate it with tongue-in-cheek and abusive 
messages. Liberal Democrat business secretary 
Vince Cable called the scheme “stupid and 
offensive” and said it was unlikely to work and 
would only create fear. Even UKIP party leader 
Nigel Farage criticised the scheme, calling it 
“nasty” and “unpleasant”. However, a Downing 
Street spokesperson has declared that the 
Government saw signs the controversial 
campaign is working, and that it could be 

extended nationwide. Read more in this Guardian 
article.  
 

The Abu Qatada deportation and human 
rights law 

 
After eight years of a high profile legal battles 
with the Home Office against his deportation, 
radical cleric Abu Qatada agreed to leave the UK 
voluntarily after the Government signed a treaty 
with the Jordanian government agreeing that 
evidence obtained through torture would not be 
used against him. Home Secretary Theresa May 
said that the case showed that the UK needs to 
“make sense of its human rights system and 
remove the many layers of appeals available to 
foreign nationals that we want to deport”. She 
also stated the Government is already taking 
steps to make this happen. You can read 
Guardian contributions by Simon Hoggart and 
Simon Jenkins that make the case that Qatada’s 
deportation shows the resilience of the British 
judicial process and that Ms May’s suggestions to 
abolish the Human Rights Act and get out of the 
European Convention of Human Rights are 
misplaced conclusions to draw from the Qatada 
case here and here. 
 

Australia closes door to asylum seekers 
 
Recently re-installed Australian Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd has announced that all asylum 
seekers arriving by boat into the country will be 
automatically redirected to Papua New Guinea 
for processing and resettlement and that none 
will be allowed to settle in Australia. In return, 
the Australian government announced new aid to 
Papua New Guinea for hospitals and universities 
and said it would pay unspecified ‘resettlement 
costs’ for the refugees as well as bearing the 
costs of the expansion and upgrade of the 
country’s Manus Island processing centre. While 
Rudd claimed that the new policy was meant to 
be “a clear and undiluted message to every 
people smuggler in the world that your business 
model is basically undermined” and aimed at 
bringing down the number of drowning deaths by 
boat asylum seekers, the move is widely seen as 
a way of proving Mr Rudd’s tough anti-
immigration credentials ahead of the federal 
elections that will take place in September. 
Refugee advocates argue that the substandard 
conditions in the Manus Island detention centre, 

http://icinspector.independent.gov.uk/improvements-made-in-handling-of-legacy-asylum-cases-but-further-work-required/
http://icinspector.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/CAAU-Report-Final-26-June-2013.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/human-rights/universal-periodic-review
https://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix4/p1258766454.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/jul/29/go-home-campaign-illegal-immigrants
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/jul/08/theresa-may-praise-sketch
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/jul/08/abu-qatada-british-judicial-system


AVID Association of Visitors to Immigration Detainees | In Touch 118 
www.aviddetention.org.uk  

the very high crime rates in Papua New Guinea, 
and the pervasive human rights abuses in the 
country mean that the new arrangements 
contravene Australia’s legal obligations towards 
refugees. Immigration minister Tony Burke also 
confirmed that asylum seekers who are sent to 
Papua New Guinea could be held in detention 
indefinitely if they are not found to be refugees. 
Read more on the Guardian and on ABC News. 

 

Law and Policy 

 
JCHR  announces legal aid reform inquiry – 

call for evidence 
 

The Joint Committee on Human Rights has 
announced an inquiry into the implications of the 
Government’s proposal for legal aid reform. It 
has called for evidence on the human rights 
implications of the proposed residence test for 
civil legal aid claimants, and of the proposed 
restriction on the scope of legal aid available to 
prisoners, among other things. Written 
submissions should reach the Committee by 
Friday 27 September 2013, public hearings are 
expected to be held in October. For more 
information, read the Committee’s press release. 

 
Detaining minors who appear over 18 

(AA, R (on the application of) v Secretary of State for the 
Home Department [2013] UKSC 49 (10 July 2013)) 

 
The appellant in this case claimed to be 14 when 
he was caught and detained as an illegal entrant 
in 2008, but was age-assessed as being over 19 
by Hampshire County Council that year. A more 
recent age assessment by Cardiff City Council said 
the appellant had been 15 at the time of his entry 
and detention, a fact which has now been 
accepted by the Home Office. When his asylum 
claim was refused and an order for his removal 
issued, he sought judicial review and made the 
case that his age at the time of his detention 
made that detention unlawful under Section 55 
of the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 
2009, which imposes duties regarding the welfare 
of children on the Home Secretary and 
immigration officers in all immigration matters, 
and that the Home Office’s reasonable belief that 
he was over the age of 18 on the basis of the 
Hampshire Country Council assessment is no 
defence. The Supreme Court unanimously 
rejected his appeal, claiming that the detention 

of a child in the mistake belief that he was over 
18 is not in itself a breach of Section 55. The 
Court found that the existing procedures for 
determining age and judicial review challenges 
thereof were adequate in the context of unlawful 
detention challenges, although the majority 
thought that the writ of habeas corpus might 
permit the Court to assess the claimed child's age 
for itself in cases of alleged unlawful detention of 
a child. 
 

Claim for damages for unlawful detention 
(Francis, R (On the Application Of) v The Secretary of State 
for the Home Department [2013] EWHC 2115 (Admin) (17 

July 2013)) 
 

The claimant in this case was challenging his 
immigration detention of almost four years until 
his release on bail in 2011 on the basis that it was 
an unreasonable period of time and it had 
become apparent that the claimant could not be 
removed from the UK within a reasonable period 
by reason of an inability to obtain travel 
documentation. The High Court found no claim 
for damages for unlawful detention because the 
claimant had been recommended for deportation 
by the sentencing court and was detained 
pursuant a statutory warrant. 

 
Unlawful search of premises and detention 

under immigration powers 
(Poonam v Secretary of State for the Home Department 

[2013] EWHC 2059 (QB) (18 July 2013)) 
 
The claimant in this case was claiming damages 
for the unlawful search of premises of her shop 
and home under immigration powers and her 
subsequent detention, even though she was not 
on of the persons named in the search warrant.  
The claimant was detained for several weeks, 
before successfully making an application for bail. 
The Court found that even though the search had 
turned out to be unlawful, this did not render the 
subsequent detention unlawful, and that 
damages could therefore not be awarded. 

 

Parliamentary Monitoring 

 

Legal aid reforms and detention time limit 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 26 June 2013, c134W) 

 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) asked if the 
Government will place a limit on the length of 
time that asylum seekers can be detained 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/19/kevin-rudd-asylum-boats-png
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-22/burke-says-asylum-seekers-could-be-held-in-png-indefinitely/4834292
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/human-rights-committee/news/legal-aid-inquiry---call-for-evidence/
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2013/49.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2013/49.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2013/2115.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2013/2115.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2013/2115.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2013/2059.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2013/2059.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130626w0001.htm#wa_st_22
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without trial, in light of the planned withdrawal 
of legal aid from detainees.  Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach, Whip, House of Lords (Conservative), 
responded that, under the current proposals for 
legal aid changes, asylum seekers, including 
those in detention, would be exempted from the 
residence test on which legal aid is to become 
dependent, and would “continue to qualify 
(subject to merits and means) for civil legal aid”. 
He also said there are no plans to introduce a 
time limit on immigration detention. 
 

Plans for Verne Prison 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 27 June 2013, c368W) 

 
Sarah Teather MP (Brent Central, Liberal 
Democrat) asked the Ministry of Justice what its 
policy is on the future of HM Prison The Verne. 
Jeremy Wright, Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Justice (Conservative), said: “The 
National Offender Management Service and the 
Home Office are working together to ensure that 
there is sufficient prison and detention capacity 
for foreign national prisoners and immigration 
detainees. As part of that, the two organisations 
are looking at where such offenders are currently 
held and possible future arrangements. No 
decisions have been taken about HM Prison The 
Verne.” 

Pregnant women in detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 1 July 2013, c393W) 

 
Richard Fuller MP (Bedford, Conservative) asked 
about discussion the Home Department had had 
with UKBA on the collecting of information 
regarding pregnant women in detention, lengths 
of detention for individual pregnant women in 
detention, and how many pregnant women 
were detained in 2010, 2011, 2012 and on 1 
June 2013. Mark Harper, Minister of State for 
Immigration, responded that there have not 
been any recent discussion about this, and that 
information on the number of pregnant women 
detained and their length of detention could be 
obtained by checking individual medical records 
only at disproportionate costs. He also pointed 
out that these medical files are confidential, and 
that, although health care assessments are 
carried out on all persons entering detention, it 
is for each individual to decide what information 
they divulge about any medical condition. 
 

Unlawful immigration detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 4 July 2013, c775W) 

 
Sarah Teather also asked how many cases of 
alleged unlawful immigration detention have 
been heard in courts in England and Wales in 
each of the last five years; and of those cases, 
how many were (a) found in favour of the 
plaintiff, (b) found in favour of the defendant, (c) 
withdrawn and (d) settled out of court. Helen 
Grant, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for Justice, responded that information relating 
to alleged unlawful immigration detention is not 
held on the Administrative Court Office database 
in a searchable statistical format, and that 
reviewing the 40,000 case files over the five-year 
period individually would incur disproportionate 
cost. Ms Teather also asked in how many of 
these cases the plaintiff was in receipt of civil 
legal aid. Jeremy Wright responded that the 
Legal Aid Agency (LAA) does not hold the 
information requested, and that cases of 
unlawful immigration detention cannot all be 
distinguished in the LAA's systems from those 
relating to wider unlawful detention. 
 

National Allegations Database 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 4 July 2013, c783W)  

 
Keith Vaz MP (Leicester East, Labour) asked how 
many arrests, deportations and investigations 
have been made as a result of the allegations 
database, which allows UK citizens to report on 
suspected illegal immigrants, since it came into 
operation.  Mark Harper responded: “Since 30 
September 2012, when the Allegations 
Management System (AMS) was introduced, 
allegations have resulted in 2,695 investigations 
with visits by Immigration Enforcement officers, 
1,840 arrests and 660 removals. This figure 
includes deportations and administrative 
removals. The arrests and visits data is taken 
from the National Offenders Database (NOD) 
and the removals information is from the Case 
Information Database (CID). The data covers the 
period up to the end of May 2013.” 
 

Operation Nexus 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 12 July 2013, c442W) 

 
Keith Vaz also asked what progress has been 
made by Operation Nexus to date. Mark Harper 
responded that over 700 foreign national 
offenders had been removed since it was 
established in October 2012, though he warned 
that this figure was extracted from internal 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130627/text/130627w0002.htm#130627w0002.htm_wqn31
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130701/text/130701w0001.htm#130701w0001.htm_wqn32
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130704/text/130704w0002.htm#130704w0002.htm_wqn12
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130704/text/130704w0003.htm#130704w0003.htm_wqn43
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#130712w0001.htm_wqn72
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management information and had not been 
subject to validation as part of national statistics. 
He also stated about Operation Nexus: “The 
operation provides a joined up response between 
Home Office immigration enforcement and the 
Metropolitan police to criminality and offending 
by foreign nationals in London. We have 
established a Joint Operation Centre, automated 
biometric data searches against police and Home 
Office databases and improved access to 
international data. We continue to work with 
other police force areas to understand the 
nature, scale and threat of offending by foreign 
nationals. This will inform roll out across the UK.” 

 
G4S and the Serious Fraud Office 

(Early Day Motion 407, tabled 12 July 2013) 

 
Jeremy Corbyn MP (Islington North, Labour) 
tabled an Early Day Motion calling on the 
Government to review all its contracts with G4S 
in light of the jury verdict of unlawful killing in the 
inquest into the death of Jimmy Mubenga at the 
hands of three G4S guards, whose unlawful 
restraint of him “raises serious concerns about 
G4S's treatment of vulnerable people in its care”. 
The motion has so far been supported by 18 MPs 
from the Labour Party, the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party, the Liberal Democrats, and the 
Democratic Unionist Party. 
 

Number of foreign criminals deported 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 15 July 2013, c485W) 

 
Michael McCann MP (East Kilbride, Strathaven 
and Lesmahagow, Labour) asked what change 
there has been in the number of foreign criminals 
deported since June 2012. Mark Harper 
responded that 4,589 foreign national offenders 
were removed from the UK in 2012, and that the 
annual removal rate has remained broadly 
constant since then.  
 

Children in detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 16 July 2013, c599W and c612W) 

 
Andrew Smith MP (Oxford East, Labour) asked 
several questions related to child detention. 
Firstly, he asked how many children were subject 
to detention in adult immigration removal 
centres in each of the last three years. Mark 
Harper responded that there were 418 children 
who initially entered detention at IRCs in 2010, 

85 in 2011 and 97 in 2012, but that these figures 
exclude those children who entered at short term 
holding facilities and pre-departure 
accommodation. He also noted that the 
Government’s policy was to only detain those 
under 18 as part of family groups stopped at the 
border while inquiries are made to determine 
whether they may be safely admitted or, on rare 
occasions, in criminal cases, and that in these 
circumstances, families are held together in the 
specially designed family unit at Tinsley House. 
 
Mr Smith then asked what assessment the Home 
Secretary had made of the recent detention of 
children in the Campsfield House adult IRC. Mr 
Harper responded that there will always be a 
small number of individuals who appear in the 
published statistics for children either entering or 
leaving detention for an IRC other than Tinsley 
House, and that these exceptional instances 
should only relate to ‘age dispute’ cases. He said 
that this was the situation for both of the recent 
cases at Campsfield House. 
 
Mr Smith also asked the Education Secretary 
whether Campsfield House, Tinsley House and 
the Cedars pre-departure accommodation are 
regulated by the Children Act 1989 and the 
guidance and regulations which the Education 
Department issues on children's welfare. On 
behalf of the Home Department, Mr Harper 
responded that none of these facilities carry out 
activities or provide services under the Children 
Act 1989, and do not fall to be regulated on that 
basis. He did point out that they are inspected by 
HM Inspector of Prisons and monitored by 
Independent Monitoring Boards, and that the 
Children's Commissioner has powers of entry and 
inspection for the Tinsley family unit and for 
Cedars. He also said that a Detention Service 
Order on safeguarding is in place and that all staff 
are issued with details of the safeguarding policy 
for each facility and required to undergo 
Disclosure and Barring Service checks. 
 

Legal aid changes and detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 16 July 2013, c588W) 

 
Sarah Teather also asked what assessment has 
been made by the Justice Department of the 
potential effects of the legal aid changes on 
individuals in immigration detention who are 
making an application for immigration bail; filing 
a case of unlawful detention; women who are 
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victims of domestic violence who have not 
resided in the UK for more than 12 months; and 
victims of human trafficking who have not 
resided in the UK for more than 12 months. 
Jeremy Wright responded by referring to the 
impact assessment published on the Justice 
Department website. He also stated that 
immigrants, including victims of trafficking and 
domestic violence, would be exempted from the 
12 month residence test in cases where they 
were seeking to claim asylum, and that people 
who did not meet the residence test would be 
entitled to apply for exceptional funding under 
the power set out in the Legal Aid, Sentencing 
and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012. He also 
said: “We are currently consulting on this 
proposal and are keen to hear views on the 
potential impacts of our proposed approach 
before we reach our final decision.” 
 

Prime Minister’s Questions: foreign national 
offenders 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 17 July 2013, c1091) 

 
Phillip Hollobone MP (Kettering, Conservative) 
asked the Prime Minister how many foreign 
nationals are in prison, were in prison in May 
2010, and what steps are being taken to send 
them to secure detention in their own countries 
and to negotiate compulsory prisoner transfer 
agreements with high-volume countries. David 
Cameron responded that over 4,500 foreign 
national offenders were removed from the UK in 
2012 and the annual removal rate has remained 
broadly constant since then.  
 
Mr Cameron stated: “However, the number of 
foreign nationals in prison in England and Wales 
is still far too high, and while it is lower than at 
the election, we can do more. That is why the 
Justice Secretary is working to secure compulsory 
prisoner transfer agreements with those countries 
with the highest populations of foreign offenders. 
The Government will make it clear in the 
Immigration Bill this autumn that foreign national 
offenders will be deported except in exceptional 
circumstances.” 
 
He also said: “…we are trying to sign compulsory 
prisoner transfer agreements with countries such 
as Albania and Nigeria. I make sure that all 
Ministers raise these issues in all their meetings 
with other countries where there are foreign 

national prisoners to be returned to. We should 
not rule out any steps, including in some cases 
helping countries such as Jamaica with their own 
prison regime so that it is easier to return people. 
This is a major priority for the Government and I 
want us to do better.” 
 

Restaurant enforcement raids and 
deportation 

(Hansard, HC Deb, 17 July 2013, c694W) 

 
Keith Vaz asked how many illegal workers were 
identified, arrested, charged and deported as a 
result of enforcement raids on restaurants in 
each year since 2008. Mark Harper responded 
with the following table, detailing how many 
individuals were encountered, arrested and 
deported every year as a result of such 
enforcement raids: 

 
Individuals 
encountered 

Individuals 
arrested 

Individuals 
subsequently  
removed 

2008 6,637 2,079 662 

2009 5,462 1,701 540 

2010 7,112 2,051 733 

2011 6,953 2,051 881 

2012 6,907 2,351 932 

2013 (Q1) 2,180 651 225 

 

Unfit for detention 
(Hansard, HC Deb, 23 July 2013, c181W) 

 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) 
asked how many asylum seekers were deemed 
by healthcare professionals to be unfit for 
detention in each of the last years, and how 
many of those were subsequently released as a 
result of such findings. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
responded with the following table, setting out 
Rule 35 reports and releases for 2012: 
 
 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Number of Rule 35 (1) 
reports 

34 31 9 24 98 

Number of detainees Rule 
35(1) reports relate to 

31 29 7 22 89 

      

Detainees released 
following Rule 35(1) 
report 

1 2 - 1 4 
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Maltreated foreign domestic workers 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 23 July 2013, c168W) 

 
Lord Hylton asked whether foreign domestic 
workers subject to single employer visas who 
approach the police or Empoyment Tribunal 
because of maltreatment are detained as 
immigration offenders. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
responded with the following statement: 
 
“A foreign domestic worker subject to the single 
employer visa does not become an 
immigration offender or subject to detention by 
making an allegation of mistreatment. If the 
foreign domestic worker is no longer employed, 
their leave may be curtailed under paragraph 
323(ii) of the  Immigration Rules as they no longer 
meet the requirements of the rules under which 
leave was granted. Curtailment in these 
circumstances is discretionary and each case is 
considered on its merits. If the worker's leave is 
curtailed, it will be reduced to expire after 60 days 
in order to give them time to depart or apply for 
further leave. The worker has valid leave during 
the 60 day period and there would be no grounds 
to detain them unless they remained in 
the UK beyond this period without making an 
application to vary their leave.” 
 

Separation of children and parents 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 24 July 2013, c208W) 

 
Lord Hylton also asked what procedures are in 
place to review immigration cases where parents 
are detained apart from their children and to 
ensure that the children’s health and well-being 
are fully taken into account. Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach responded that in most cases this 
involved a parent who was kept in detention 
after finishing a prison sentence and that in such 
circumstances the best interests of the child and 
how their parent's continued detention beyond 
their prison sentence may impact on them were 
taken into account, and “a careful balance 
between the welfare of the child and the risk of 
harm posed to the public by the parent” sought. 
He said that the same considerations apply to 
the regular reviews of detention carried out in 
each case should detention be authorised, and 
that this is in line with the statutory duty under 
section 55 of the Borders, Citizenship and 
Immigration Act 2009 to have regard to the need 
to safeguard and promote the welfare of 
children.  

 
Lord Hylton also asked what steps are being 
taken to ensure that Home Office staff always 
complete a Family Welfare Form when parents 
are separated from their children by immigration 
detention. Lord Taylor of Holbeach responded 
that there are internal Home Office quality 
assurance procedures in place which ensure that 
the family welfare form is opened when a family 
enters the family returns process and is updated 
fully following every interaction with the family, 
and that a child will not be separated from their 
parents without a completed family welfare 
form first being quality assured by an assistant 
director and then presented to the independent 
family returns panel for advice. 
 

Pregnant women in detention 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 24 July 2013, c208W) 

 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked what 
assessment the Home Office had made of the 
Medical Justice report ‘Expecting Change’ about 
pregnant women in the detention estate, and 
whether current legislation would be amended so 
that pregnant women cannot be detained for 
immigration purposes. Lord Taylor of Holbeach 
said that the Home Office does not accept the 
conclusions in the Medical Justice report because 
they were based on a small sample of women 
over a period of more than three years, and that 
there are no plans to change the current policy 
on detention of pregnant women. 

‘No hiding’ tweet 
(Hansard, HL Deb, 25 July 2013, c227W) 

 
Lord Hylton asked what the rationale was 
behind a tweet sent out from the Home Office 
Twitter account on July 3rd that stated: “There 
will be no hiding place for illegal immigrants with 
the new Immigration Bill”. Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach said: “Those who are in the country 
illegally face removal and our communications 
reflect this. We use a variety of channels, 
including social media, to raise awareness of 
government policy and our work to deliver that 
policy, including our efforts to counter illegal 
immigration. The Home Office Twitter account 
plays an important role, alongside more 
traditional methods such as press releases.” 
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Training 

 

Remedy: Working with torture and 
trafficking survivors 

 
Remedy is organising a training course for those 
working with survivors of torture and trafficking, 
including GPs, nurses, mental health staff, 
detention staff, social workers and police. 
Workshops will be led by Freedom from Torture, 
the Eaves Poppy Project and Redress, and 
participants will be taught by some of the UK’s 
leading experts on torture and trafficking, who 
will share their most up-to-date best practice 
guidance. 
 
The course will take place at 12pm on Tuesday 
27th of August 2013, in Birmingham. For more 
information, go to the Remedy website. Contact 
training@remedypartnership.org.uk to book a 
place.  
 

Jobs and Volunteering 

 

Detention Advice Service: volunteering 
opportunities 

 
The Detention Advice Service (DAS) is currently 
looking for volunteers or interns for the following 
roles: Research, Policy and Information Worker, 
Training Programmes Project Manager, 
Fundraising Assistant, and Administrative 
Assistant. For the first two positions, DAS is 
looking for a minimum commitment of two days 
a week for a six month period, for the other two 
the minimum commitment is two days per week 
for a three month period. Visit the DAS website 
to read the full job descriptions, or contact 
Director Nigel Caleb on 020 7254 6888 to discuss 
these roles. To apply, send your CV and a 
covering letter explaining your interest in the role 
you are applying for, your suitability, what you 
can bring to the organisation and what you hope 
to gain from your work at DAS to 
nc@detentionadvice.org.uk.  
 

Music in Detention: volunteering 
opportunities 

 
The Music in Detention project is looking for 
volunteers who would like to gain experience of 

supporting music-making workshops in 
immigration detention centres and in 
neighbouring community settings. Music in 
Detention believes that working through music 
can give immigration detainees a powerful way 
to voice their feelings, concerns and hopes. They 
also believe that music can help break down 
barriers of prejudice about immigration and 
asylum, so they work with communities local to 
detention centres to create music in response to 
detainees and their stories. They have been 
bringing expert musicians into centres since 
2005, and each year they involve around 2,500 
detainees and 200 community participants in 
over 200 workshops and produce up to eight CDs 
of new music.  
 
Music in Detention work in IRCs around the 
country, but currently there are volunteering 
opportunities available in central and west 
London, Gosport, Oxford and Bedford. For more 
information about the different volunteer roles 
and to apply, visit their website. 
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