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AFTER THE RN RULING: WHAT 
NEXT FOR ZIMBABWEAN 
ASYLUM SEEKERS? 

Many Zimbabwean asylum seekers in the 
UK are in a state of confusion. When the 
UKBA decided in December not to appeal 
against the RN ruling (November 2008) 
people were hopeful that their asylum cases 
might be settled at last. The setting up of the 
government of national unity in Zimbabwe 
has left people in a mixture of fear, hope and  
uncertainty. 

Zimbabwean asylum seekers should note 
the following: 

1. The situation in Zimbabwe will not 
stabilise immediately. Activists are still 
detained, peaceful protestors are still being 
beaten, and the rule of law does not seem to 
be functioning. There are disputes and 
disagreements regarding control of the 
Reserve Bank and there is a humanitarian 
disaster unfolding with cholera and hunger 
spreading throughout the land. 

2. At time of writing (end March) there has 
been no change in the British government's 
policy regarding returning asylum seekers to 
Zimbabwe. In other words, they are NOT yet 
forcibly removing Zimbabwean asylum 
seekers to Zimbabwe. (They may decide to 
remove people whose cases are considered 
unfounded but this will be done on an 
individual basis and will depend on the 
situation in Zimbabwe at the time.) 

3. 'Failed asylum seekers' can pursue their 
cases. They should seek legal advice; it may 
be possible for them to put in fresh claims 
under the RN ruling; if they have a fresh 
claim lodged they may be able to seek 
Section 4 support. 

4. People putting in fresh claims may be 
able to apply for accommodation under 
NASS. 

5. Zimbabweans should make contact with 
their MPs, Human rights groups, and 
community organisations to update them 
about the ongoing problems in Zimbabwe. 

6. People should continue with their 
activities in the UK; if they have been going 
to meetings, demonstrations, vigils and 
other events to spread awareness about the 
situation in Zimbabwe they should carry on 

7. People can access vocational training 
courses by going to local voluntary offices 
and asking about such courses 

8. People must realize that they will not 
automatically be granted asylum under RN. 
If they fear persecution in Zimbabwe, they 
will need to prove that they – as an 
individual – are at risk, and why they are at 
risk. 

WHAT has UKBA been doing about 
ZIMBABWEAN ASYLUM SEEKERS? 

Following the RN ruling, the UK Border 
Agency started a review of all outstanding 
Zimbabwean asylum cases which have not 
yet been concluded. 

The review process will: consider the 
decisions made on cases in the past taking 
into account the new findings in RN 
* the review will be done by case-owners 
and Home Office presenting officers 
* they will use as guidance their most 
recent Operational Guidance Note on 
Zimbabwe which is available on the Home 
Office website (Please look for more 
information on the recent Zimbabwe 
judgment on ILPA website, www.ilpa.org.uk 
under the heading Infoservice which also 
gives a direct link to the OGN) 
* there are over 10,000 backlogged 
Zimbabwean cases to consider 

At the time UKBA changed their policy 
following RN, many cases were in the 
appeals system and at the higher courts. 

* Appeals at the Tribunal will be allowed to 
continue 
* Decisions made prior to RN will be 
reviewed and leave will be granted where 
appropriate 
* Cases at the Higher Courts will be treated 
differently - people will be asked to sign 
consent orders allowing the cases to be 

withdrawn from the Higher Courts so that a 
new decision can be made 

WHAT is ZA hearing from asylum seekers in 
the UK? 

Many people are letting us know that they 
have been granted 5 years leave to remain 
* Large numbers of people have been asked 
to send in their passport photos - in the past, 
this has often been a good sign 
* Others are being interviewed by 
accommodation providers round the UK 
* Disputed nationals are still liable to be 
detained 

BREAKING NEWS 

NEW APPOINTMENT SYSTEM 
INTRODUCED BY UKBA 

The increase in Zimbabwean asylum claims 
during 2009 has led to a new appointments 
system at the Asylum Screening Unit (ASU) 
in Liverpool. People will have to phone 0151 
237 0083 to book an appointment. 

Croydon (ASU) will continue to operate 
without appointments. (However, ZA has 
been receiving reports of people being 
turned away from Croydon and told to return 
at a future date.)  

The UKBA have also said, “At this time of 
higher intake, there is some capacity in 
our detention estate to undertake the 
screening of asylum seekers who appear 
to be in the UK illegally. We plan to use 
this facility from next week (30 March 
onwards) to ease the pressure on 
Liverpool and Croydon ASUs. 

ZA is seeking clarification about what is 
meant by this, and also what is meant by 
UKBA saying they will “implement a 
process of managing cases which appear 
to be manifestly well-founded” 

NEW OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE NOTE 
(OGN): A new OGN was issued by UKBA at 
the end of March, which advises Home 
Office case workers that the main finding of 
RN should no longer be followed. This is 
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likely to lead to further arguments in the 
courts as RN is still current country 
guidance. What happens to asylum seeker’s 
cases will be largely dependent on events in 
Zimbabwe over the next few months. 

[ZA will put regular updates on the ‘news’ 
section of our website, at this uncertain time] 

Zimbabwe Asylum Seeker 
detained 

Luka Phiri, a volunteer with Zimbabwe 
Association, was detained on the 12th 
January by immigration   and was due to be 
deported to Malawi. The move was blocked 
at the eleventh hour following intervention 
from Phiri's MP, the Labour minister, 
Stephen Timms, Zimbabwe Association, a 
number of other politicians, trade unionists, 
the Zimbabwean community and the 
Zimbabwe Vigil supporters. 

Although the government has pledged not to 
remove Zimbabweans from the UK to 
Zimbabwe, two immigration judges have 
approved Phiri's removal on the grounds he 
entered the country on a Malawian passport. 
Phiri, who grew up in Zimbabwe, insists he 
acquired the Malawian passport when he 
fled his native country after being tortured by 
Robert Mugabe's supporters. Malawian 
immigration officials have told journalists 
Phiri will be arrested when he enters the 
country and prosecuted for obtaining a 
passport fraudulently. "Due to overcrowding 
in Malawi prisons, we will hand him to the 
Zimbabwe authorities," one said. 

Phiri's case is now the subject of a judicial 
review, and he was released from detention 
on 27th January. Since then during February 
the Malawi Immigration Officials at Lilongwe 
Airport returned the same deportee to UK on 
two separate occasions, refusing to accept 
that he was a Malawian national. 

Visa for South African Passport 
Holders 

It is not such good news for South African 
nationals. From 3 March 2009 the UK has 
introduced visas for South African nationals 
seeking to visit or transit the United 
Kingdom.  

To qualify for an exemption you must have 
travelled to the UK recently and have 
evidence of your visit in your current 
passport (i.e. a UK entry stamp). You will not 
need a visa under the following 
circumstances: Transit, Visit for less than six 
months, and Do not want to work in the UK . 
However if the evidence of entry is in an 

expired passport, you will not qualify for this 
temporary exemption and you will be 
required to obtain a UK visa. Swaziland and 
Lesotho have been included in the new visa 
requirements. 

RALLY FOR AN EARNED 
AMNESTY – 4 MAY 2009 

Strangers into Citizens is holding a National 
Rally on the May Bank Holiday (Monday 4th 
of May), most likely to be held in Trafalgar 
Square in Central London. We are expecting 
tens of thousands of ordinary people to 
show their support for an earned amnesty 
for undocumented migrants. Undocumented 
migrants who have lived in the UK for at 
least four years should be given a chance to 
prove their willingness to integrate into 
society, become full members of our 
communities and show that they will work 
hard, pay taxes and abide by our laws. 

The people who will benefit most from this 
proposal are hard working British families. 
Not only will it lead to more money coming 
into schools, hospitals and other public 
services in extra taxes – at a time when we 
need it most - but it will also shrink the black 
market economy, help curb further illegal 
immigration and lead to a safer and more 
secure country. 

Earned amnesties are nothing new; in fact 
700,000 undocumented migrants were 
regularized in Spain in 2005. The new US 
President, Barack Obama - as well as his 
Republican opponent John McCain – are 
also both strong supporters of earned 
amnesties. There is strong support in the 
UK, with politicians from all parties, religious 
leaders, businessmen and cultural leaders 
all backing the campaign. The British public 
thinks it’s a good idea, with over 60% of 
people saying its time to get it done. At this 
event, we are expecting all immigrants to 
take part including the Zimbabwean 
community. 

Recently Mr. Boris Johnson, the London 
Mayor, has called for an "earned" amnesty 
for illegal migrants. The interim study by the 
London School of Economics, 
commissioned by the mayor, estimated that 
about 450,000 would qualify for an amnesty 
which would carry a five-year residency 
qualification. The report found that "The vast 
majority of irregular migrants, especially 
those who are not asylum seekers are 
young, single men who use services very 
lightly".  

Johnson said the report shows a failure in 
immigration policy with an estimated 
increase of 295,000 in irregular migrants in 

just six years: "It would take the authorities 
over 60 years to remove the current number 
of irregular migrants on current trends," he 
said. It was perverse that illegal migrants 
could use public services but were 
prevented from paying the taxes that fund 
those services.  

The Home Office responded as follows: 
"Our policy on an amnesty for illegal 
immigrants remains unchanged and is ... 
those here illegally should go home, not go 
to the front of the queue for jobs and 
benefits." 

Zimbabwe Action Day 

The Zimbabweans, supported by “Citizens 
to Sanctuary” filled the galleries of Methodist 
Central Hall in Central London and spilled to 
the church yard as they sang and danced, 
before listening to moving testimonies from 
professionals who are living in virtual 
destitution in the UK because they are not 
allowed to take any form of employment.  

The showpiece of the demonstration was a 
pile of CVs of Zimbabweans who wanted to 
show that they were willing and able to work 
and did not like to live on benefits, which are 
insufficient to take care of their needs. 
Zimbabweans are hard-working and would 
do well without the usual benefits enjoyed by 
some people in this country to pay for their 
accommodation and upkeep of their families 
without assistance in form of handouts, only 
if they were allowed to work.  

More than 20 branches of the MDC were 
represented at the demonstration and the 
protestors marched from the church to 
Number 10 Downing Street where they sent 
out a clear message from their banners that 
carried messages calling for them to be 
allowed to work. British MPs from Labour, 
Conservatives and other parties also 
supported the Zimbabweans cause.  

Tradesmen and women are seriously de-
skilled after years of inaction. Retraining and 
fresh training is needed to restore their skills 
and self confidence.  Some might be helped 
with carefully arranged internships by the 
organizers of the demonstration. After two 
hours of demonstrating across the road from 
Downing Street and handing in of the CVs 
with a cover letter addressed to Prime 
Minister, Gordon Brown, the campaign 
headed for the Home Office where another 
petition for the release of Luka Phiri was 
handed to the authorities.  

Patson Muzuwa, Leicester based activist, 
was once again at his best to boost morale 
among the demonstrators through song and 
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dance.  It was not surprising that in a very 
cold outdoor environment there was enough 
heat to keep everyone upbeat. 

 

Editor’s Comment, Zimbabwe is facing its 
worst crisis ever. Despite the new 
partnership in the Unity agreement there 
already seem to have been a lot of cracks in 
the agreement with different ministers and 
officials making contradictory statements 
about finance and land. 

The recent agreement by the MDC factions 
and Zanu-PF on a constitutional amendment 
should pave the way for the establishment of 
a new democratic government. However, it 
is worrying that extra ministerial positions 
were created – not in accordance with the 
constitution which members of the unity 
government had sworn to uphold. Pressure 
must be exerted on Zanu-PF to recognise 
that  MDC will be an equal player. We are 
aware that the situation has been gradually 
deteriorating in Zimbabwe, and during the 
past few weeks there have been clear signs 
that people are dying of starvation. Diseases 
are on the increase. I believe that the SADC 
region cannot fold their arms while 
neighbouring citizens are dying because 
they do not have food. 

 

For a country that used to have more than 
90% school attendance, now we're seeing 
less than 20%. This is largely because 
teachers are not being paid or insufficiently 
to cover transportation to the school, so they 
do not show up and because students either 
can't get to school or can't pay tuition fees. 
The dramatic fall in school attendance is a 
real concern because school is one of the 
safe environments for children, including 
orphans, so it is both a literacy issue and a 
safe environment issue. The future of 
Zimbabwe depends on educating the young.   
Luka Phiri  
 

The Good President 
 
A Zimbabwean playwright who has 
repeatedly challenged the Mugabe regime 
has been honored with international 
awards.  Cont Mhlanga, who has written 21 
plays and published three books, won the 
inaugural US$50,000  ArtVenture Freedom 
to Create prize for his political satire, The 
Good President. The award has been 
created to honor artists who defend their 
freedom of expression at great personal 
sacrifice. It is one of several prizes 
established by philanthropic organization 
ArtVenture to recognize "the forgotten front 
line of artists" across the world.   
 
Cont Mhlanga announced that he would be 
dedicating half of his prize money to Women 
of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA), an organization 
of Zimbabwean women campaigning for 
rights and democracy in the face of police 
arrests, threats, assaults, harassment and 
detention. The rest of the prize fund will be 
dedicated towards making his work available 
to a wider audience in the southern Africa 
region.   
 
Speaking from Zimbabwe, Mhlanga said: "I 
am extremely humbled by the recognition of 
my work. This award is not just for me, it is 
for those artists who are victimized for 
working with me, and it is an award for 
theatre in this country. Theatre is the only 
tool that amplifies the people's voice in 
Zimbabwe."   
 

 

Cont 
 
Mhlanga's politically charged play The Good 
President, which beat competition from 
nearly 1000 entrants spanning 86 countries, 
has been banned by the Zimbabwean 
government. Although presented as a 
fictional account, its depiction of an African 
dictator who has ruled Zimbabwe since 1980 
closely mirrors current events in the 
country.   
 

 UK Prepares to Evacuate Elderly 
Britons from Zimbabwe 

 

The Minister for Local Government (John 
Healey) said there are an estimated 3000 
British citizens and British nationals in 
Zimbabwe with the right of abode in the UK 
who are 70 or over or who are vulnerable 
because of their care needs or medical 
conditions. The Government's advice to 
vulnerable British people and their families 
has been that if they are concerned about 
the situation in Zimbabwe they should 
consider their need to remain. This advice 
has been unchanged since 2007 and still 
stands. 
 
But the UK Government is concerned about 
older and vulnerable British people who may 
be increasingly unable to support 
themselves in Zimbabwe and who are 
unable to return to the UK without 
assistance. We recognise that a power-
sharing accord has now been agreed and 
that Morgan Tsvangirai was sworn in as 
Prime Minister on 11 February. However, 
some British people have been badly 
affected by the collapse of Zimbabwean 
infrastructure and we cannot expect this to 
be put right overnight. They are facing 
severe difficulties getting access to the food, 
medicines and care they need. 
 
The British Embassy is not advising British 
people to leave Zimbabwe and continues to 
provide a full range of consular services to 
those who remain. 

New policy on judicial reviews 
that challenge removals 

A new policy on handling legal challenges to 
removing people from the United Kingdom 
(judicial review challenges) has come into 
effect from 30 January. This will help to  
establish a swift end-to-end process for 
concluding asylum cases and deporting 
foreign national prisoners. 

This will affect the cases of people who 
make another application for judicial review 
(JR) within three months of a judge refusing 
permission on a previous JR application, 
particularly where the first claim has been 
found to be clearly without merit or where a 
case has been withdrawn or otherwise 
concluded. 

Under our current policy, we automatically 
stop work on removing that person from the 
United Kingdom while the new application is 
going through the courts. From 30 January 
we will no longer automatically suspend 
removal, particularly where the first claim 
has been found to be clearly without merit. It 
will only affect cases where the claimant has 
raised: 
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� the same or virtually identical 
grounds; or  

� Grounds that could reasonably 
have been raised previously at the 
judicial review. 

In these circumstances we are unlikely to 
suspend removal on receipt of a judicial 
review challenge. People affected by this 
policy will need to obtain an injunction to 
prevent removal taking place, and we will 
ensure they are told they need to do this. 
The revised policy aims to deter claims that 
are designed simply to disrupt the removal 
process and to ensure that claimants do not 
benefit in any way by lodging a weak claim. 
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk.  

ZA Manchester and Birmingham 
Drop-ins 

 
During last year’s spring event, ZA launched 
a three year business plan. One of the aims 
was to have a number of projects running 
across the UK. We are pleased to announce 
that the Zimbabwe Association Manchester 
Drop in meetings will run at Friends Meeting 
House, Manchester Central, 6 Mount Street, 
Manchester and another drop in will run in 
Birmingham at the Piers Road Resource 
Centre, 1 Piers Road, Handsworth. While 
networking we will aim to promote the 
fundamental freedoms, human rights and 
welfare of all Zimbabweans regardless of 
political opinion, race, tribe, gender, age, 
religion, or sexual orientation, particularly 
those currently in the United Kingdom, and 
with priority attention to those seeking 
asylum in the UK. 
 
The coordinator of the Manchester drop-in 
centre is Thomas Date while the 
Birmingham drop-in, will be coordinated by 
Mary Matambanadzo. The Manchester drop-
in will be on Fridays from 1pm to 4pm and 
the Birmingham drop in is  on Mondays from 
11am to 2pm. For more information about 
the drop ins please do call our office. 
 

ZA Drop-in Centre, Islington 
is doing well 

 

 
 
For the last 2 months we have been having 
workshops with Redress on Human rights 
issues to have an understanding of what it is 

all about. During the workshops we covered 
topics like Women’s rights and children’s 
rights. We discussed domestic violence 
against women.  ZA is growing bigger and 
better with the new drop-in centres in 
Birmingham, Manchester and a proposed 
drop in in High Wycombe.  
 
The London drop-in centre is going to be 
starting a garden project. One of the exciting 
things is the attendance of the male gender. 
Hopefully they will keep coming and 
supporting us. A market project was started 
as well. We are selling donated clothes from 
the well wishers at the market in Islington. 
Drama and singing groups have been 
started again. Since we are involved with 
many activities throughout the year it will be 
wonderful to have a ZA choir supporting the 
events. Some of our members of the drop-in 
attended the world women’s day. By Stella 
Maravanyika 
 

ZA KEY MEMBERS 
 

Would you like to be more actively involved 
in the Zimbabwe Association? 
We are looking for key members who might 
be interested in helping the ZA with: 

• organising events 
• campaigning, lobbying and letter 

writing 
• research 
• setting up projects 
• hospital visiting 
• public speaking at schools 
• developing a regular choir 
• admin 

 
If you have skills that you want to use or 
develop or are interested in any of the 
above, then please contact the ZA office 
about being a key member. 
 
Opportunities arising for training, 
conferences and courses are offered first to 
key members of the ZA. 

 
National Union of Journalists -  
Associate membership for Asylum 
seekers 
 
The National Union of Journalists held a one 
day conference at their HQ in London. 
Following a lively debate, the Black 
Members Council launched its new asylum 
seeker welcome pack for journalists seeking 
refuge in the UK.  Last year's NUJ Annual 
Conference agreed to create an associate 
membership for asylum seekers who were 
paid journalists in their home countries.   
 
The Black Members Council had agreed to 
develop a welcome pack containing 
information on the NUJ and it was formally 

launched by an asylum seeker Luka Phiri, 
well known to trade unionists involved in the 
TUC's "Let Them Work" campaign which is 
also supported by the Refugee Council. If 
you want to know more about how to join 
them please contact our office. 

 
 

Tribute to Susan Tsvangirai 
 

Susan was born in 
Buhera, about 50km 
south of Harare. The 
couple met in 1978, 
when Morgan was 
foreman of a local 
nickel mine. They 
married later that year, 

and had three daughters and three sons 
together. A deeply religious woman 
committed to the alleviation of poverty and 
HIV/Aids, she ran a soup kitchen from her 
own home in Harare. Though 
she often accompanied her husband to 
political events, she rarely spoke publicly: 
when she did, her personal charm proved 
very effective. She set up the Comfort, or 
Nyaradzo Trust, the Shona word 
being taken from her middle name. 
Subsequently renamed the Susan 
Nyaradzo Tsvangirai Foundation, it aims to 
help Zimbabweans, particularly women and 
children. She once ran sewing and catering 
businesses, according to an obituary issued 
by her husband's party. Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai has ruled out any foul play in her 
death. 
 
President Robert Mugabe described the 
accident at a public memorial 
service as "the hand of God". Arthur 
Mutambara, who leads a small MDC 
offshoot, described her as "a mother to all 
Zimbabweans. She should have been 
declared a national hero." The ZA will like to 
pass their condolence to the two families. 
 

Zimbabwe Association 
 Weekly diary of activities 

 
London drop-in centre every Friday 

from 11am to 4pm at Islington 
 

Manchester drop-in centre every 
Friday from 1pm to 4pm at Friends 

Meeting House 
 

Birmingham drop-in centre every 
Monday from 11am to 2pm at Piers 

Resource Centre. 
For more information about any of the 

drop-ins please do call the office or 
email to 

info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk 
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AIT Building under fire 
 

 
Field House on Fire 

 
About 75% of the roof of the building, which 
houses the Asylum and Immigration 
Tribunal, was damaged. Some 130 people 
had to be evacuated from the building, 
which was being refurbished. Parts of two 
other adjacent buildings also had to be 
evacuated. The hearings on that week were 
all postponed to later dates. Hope the fire 
did not destroy valuable original documents 
for asylum claimants. 
 

MORE DETENTION CENTRES 

The Home Secretary has opened Britain’s 
biggest immigration removal centre, 
increasing this country’s total detention 
capacity to nearly 3000 beds. Brook House 
is built next to Gatwick Airport, has 426 
beds, and will hold male illegal migrants, 
asylum seekers and foreign criminals. The 
Home Secretary said, ‘I’m committed to 
removing more foreign lawbreakers faster 
than ever before, that’s why the opening of 
this immigration removal centre is so 
important.’ By expanding our detention 
capacity and working closely with countries 
to re-document foreign nationals faster, 
we’re making it more difficult than ever to 
stay in the UK illegally.’ 

The UK Border Agency plans to increase 
detention housing by 60% by 2012. This 
includes building a new 370-bed wing in the 
Harmondsworth removal centre near 
Heathrow Airport by 2010. The Home Office 
has also submitted two planning applications 
for centres at Bullingdon in Oxfordshire and 
Yarl’s Wood in Bedfordshire. A decision on 
which site is pursued will depend on the 
planning process. In 2008, 66,275 
individuals were removed or left voluntarily 
from the UK. Detention is seen as a last 
resort by the government – when someone 
is found to have no right to be in the UK they 
are expected to leave.  

The use of detention is controversial 
because it is wrong to imprison or restrict 
the movements of people who have 
committed no crime, and in many cases, 
people who have come to the UK to escape 
persecution. Those detained and their 
advocates have frequently complained 
about the conditions inside detention centres 
and the treatment of detainees by staff.  

Legacy cases explained. 

This is how the Home office is handling 
older asylum applications, which include 
most of those made before 5 March 2007. 
These are sometimes known as legacy 
cases and are dealt with by the case 
resolution directorate (CRD). 

It has been previously estimated that there 
are between 400,000 and 450,000 electronic 
and paper records, but many of them are 
duplicates or errors. So this figure is not the 
number of asylum applicants awaiting a 
decision. These unresolved asylum cases 
as ones where an asylum claim has been 
made and, as yet, the application has not 
been concluded either because of errors in 
recording information or because there is 
still some action they need to take on it. 

The Home Office has established about forty 
teams to deal specifically with the older, 
unresolved paper and electronic case 
records. These are called the case 
resolution teams. These teams do not take 
on new applications, or new evidence for 
existing applications. A substantial number 
of cases have already been resolved and 
they aim to conclude all of the incomplete 
cases by the summer of 2011. Please note 
this is not an amnesty for individuals, whose 
cases are unresolved because they will 
consider the cases in the same way as new 
applications, using the same rules to decide 
whether applicants qualify for permission to 
stay in the United Kingdom or should be 
refused asylum and removed from the 
country. Human rights factors will be part of 
this assessment. Each case has been 
allocated to a case owner who will process it 
through to conclusion. Initially case owners 
will check computer records against paper 
files, correcting data errors and deleting 
duplicate records. Then they will check 
criminal records and any individual who has 
committed a serious offence will be 
considered for deportation. The remaining 
cases will then be considered. 

Facts about Asylum seekers. 

There have been a lot of negative reports 
about refugees and asylum seekers. With 
this recession a lot of blame will be on 
asylum seekers and today I thought of 
sharing some facts about asylum seekers. 
This is for the benefit of those who know 
less about it.  

 “scrounging”, asylum seekers  
More than half of nurses recruited to the 
NHS come from overseas. Many refugees 
are professionals such as doctors and 
teachers who are in short supply. Teachers 
in schools where there are asylum seekers 
say their presence improves standards 
because they bring different cultures and 
languages. The costs of the asylum system 
are far outweighed by the £2.5 billion that 
the Home Office says migrants contribute to 
the UK economy. Much of the cost of the 
asylum system goes on policing and 
supporting asylum seekers, who are banned 
from working. 

Britain does not take more refugees than 
other countries Pakistan and Iran alone 
host almost one-third of the world’s 12 
million refugees. Poor countries such as 
Tanzania, Guinea and Armenia each take 
more refugees than Britain. Within the EU, 
Britain comes tenth in terms of asylum 
applications per head of population. 

Asylum seekers do not leave their 
families and homes on a whim .Most 
come from countries that abuse human 
rights. When the situation improves, people 
are much less likely to seek asylum. Hardly 
anyone from Zimbabwe claimed asylum 
before 1999. But in 2002, almost 10% of 
asylum claims were from that crisis-ridden 
country.. 

Refugees do not bring disease to Britain 
The British Medical Association found 
asylum seekers do not bring TB into Britain. 
Just like an increasing number of UK 
citizens, those asylum seekers who had 
contracted TB did so as a result of severe 
overcrowding and poverty. The millions of 
people who travel abroad every year on 
holiday are more likely to bring diseases into 
Britain. 

Asylum seekers are not “health tourists” 
Asylum seekers come to the UK to seek 
safety, not medical treatment. The illnesses 
they suffer are often the result of the 
persecution, torture and trauma from which 
they have fled.  

Asylum seekers do not receive large 
cash hand-outs Hundreds of asylum 

Disclaimer; the content provided in some of 
the articles in this newsletter is for 
informational purposes only, and we advise 
you to contact your solicitor for your personal 
immigration cases…. Editor 
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seekers have been refused any financial 
assistance or housing and are homeless. 
What cash people do receive comes from 
the government and is just 70% of basic 
income support – less than £40 per week. 

Refugees do not get the best housing 
They are forcibly dispersed to some of the 
worst estates in the country. A property 
developer in Liverpool admitted buildings 
used to house asylum seekers were “not fit 
for human beings”. 

The UK is no soft touch United Nations 
figures show the UK detains more asylum 
seekers than other European countries, and 
for longer. The UK is the only European 
state that detains children. It has stopped 
people getting out of Zimbabwe to Britain 
despite accepting it is not safe for those who 
have escaped to return. 

Asylum seekers are not “bogus” Asylum 
seekers cannot be illegal. The UN 
Convention on Refugees guarantees the 
right to flee using false papers if necessary, 
and for an asylum seeker to remain while 
their case is being heard. Most asylum 
seekers arrive “illegally” because the 
government demands visas from countries 
suffering persecution and civil war. 

Update your details 
We would like to appeal to all our members 
to update us about their details, making sure 
we have correct addresses and information 
about your status as well. Many 
Zimbabweans have been granted some kind 
of leave to remain.   We want to concentrate 
on members who have not been granted 
leave to remain, so please help us by 
updating us on your situation. 
 

JUST GIVING 
AN EASY WAY TO DONATE TO THE ZA! 

 
A large increase in members has left the ZA 
very stretched … As you know, we open the 
office to calls on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
The large number of enquiries we are 
getting means that we need to open on 
another day, but resources are limited. If you 
are able to help – any donation, however 
small is much appreciated – you can go to 
our website and use the Just Giving link. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Members who are asylum seekers and are 
not working pay £2 per year. We have 
always tried to keep fees down so the most 
vulnerable can belong. 
It costs the ZA over £4 per member to 
provide each with 4 newsletters per year 
and to cover the costs of the Advisory 
Committee (the voice of the membership) 

and the Strategy Day to plan for the future of 
ZA. 
We may need to increase the subscription 
fees in the future, but this can be avoided if 
those who can afford to, pay £5 or £10 a 
year. 
 

 

SINGING FOR OUR SUPPER 
EVENT – Report Back 
 
On 13 December Zimbabweans 
were “Singing for their Supper” all 
round the UK because: 
- they are not allowed to work 
- they don’t get any financial support 
- they have waited years for their 
asylum cases to be decided 
- their families and friends are dying 
of starvation, disease and political 
violence in Zimbabwe 

 
Despite the terrible weather groups 
gathered and sang in Brighton, 
London, Leicester, Sheffield and 
Southampton. 
 
The Brighton group, coordinated by 
Sinikiwe Dube, got the best media 
attention and were featured on news 
channels in the area. Well done, 
Sinikiwe! And thank you also to 
Brighton Voices in Exile for their 
support. 
 
The London group were arguably 
the wettest and collected the most in 
the shortest time. 
 
Best feedback from the public was 
in Leicester, where Red Cross 
employees rang to tell us how 
heartening the singing had been. 
 
Many thanks to all those who 
worked so hard and especially to 
Sinikiwe, Thabani, Rejoice and 
Pelagia. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
18 April – Stevenage Kadoma Link 
Association 20th anniversary celebration 
at Grace Community Church, Hydean, 
Stevenage from 1 – 4.30 pm to include the 
AFM Gospel Choir, Zimbabwean food 
tasting, the Cornerstone alcohol free bar, a 
Zimbabwean sculptor, children’s activities, 
Zimbabwean poetry, videos and displays.  
___________________________________ 
25-26 April – Sheffield Cultural event 
Zambuko/Izibuko Cultural Crossings 
Saturday-Sunday, April 25-26  
The 'V' Space, 2 Burngreave Road, 
Sheffield S3 9DD 
A multi-media celebration of 
Zimbabwe & its diaspora in 
music, song, dance, theatre, film & 
video 
Zambuko/Izibuko means a ford or river 
crossing in Shona & Ndebele, Zimbabwe' 
majority languages alongside English. The 
event takes its name from Harare's 
inspirational theatre company which did so 
much in the 1980s and early 1990s to raise 
awareness of the political issues in the 
frontline states. Some of its founding 
members are in Harare others are scattered 
across the world and some are sowing seeds 
in Sheffield  
More information at: 
www.zambukoizibuko.com 
_____________________________ 
14 May – Zimbabwe Association 
Spring Supporters Event, London – 
If you know anyone who should be invited to 
this (or would like to attend) please let us 
know so we can send them an invitation 
___________________________________ 
 
15-17 May - Dambudzo Marechera: A 
Celebration", 
University of Oxford 
More information at: 
www.marecheracelebration.org 
__________________________________ 
20 June – BZS Research Day  
"War & Soldiers" 
at St Antonys College, Oxford 
___________________________________ 
26 June – International Day in Support of 
Torture Victims – put this in your diary now. 
A big event is planned at Southwark 
Cathedral near London Bridge; don’t miss 
this chance to pray for all those who have 
suffered 
___________________________________ 
 
TO CONCLUDE: 
 
All of us at the ZA office wish the 
newsletter editor, Luka Phiri, a speedy 
recovery. We miss him a lot!  
 
 

Zimbabwe Association 
Contact details 

Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 

London EC2A 4LT 

Nearest tube: Old Street 

Tel number is: 020 7549 0355 
Fax Number is 020 7549 0356 

info@ zimbabweassociation.org.uk 
www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk 

Please do call us first for an 
appointment if you want to visit our 

office 


