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Let’s Network! 

Winter 2011 

 A special 10 year anniversary message from Patron Brian Chikwava  
 

“Greetings to you all, good people who fly the flag of the ZA; 
those who have been instrumental in making  the ZA the extended family that it is today. 

That includes everyone: 
those who have been helping others of us overcome the difficulties of being far from home; 
those who have, in one way or another, found a home in any of the many ZA drop in centres; 
and the many others who have pointed others to what the ZA can offer fellow Zimbabweans. 

Thank you all! 
The one thing that ties up all of us in these times is empathy and understanding, attributes that           

are ever in short supply the world over, though they remain at the core of the ZA 

. 

I hope we will continue to cherish the spirit of empathy and understanding, and extend it to others        
as the ZA evolves in the future, as drop-in centres become self-supporting organisations and           

assume a wider role in the Zimbabwean community in the UK. 
 

We have all experienced in the past the crippling food and fuel shortages and intolerable queues        
that we used to have back home. The triumph of the ZA extended family has been that queues           

for empathy and understanding remain as rare as magaro enyoka/izibunu zenyoka. 
 

May that spirit live long.” 

A very happy & peaceful Christmas & New Year to 

all our members! May 2012 be a year of hope 

ZAUK10 

Text Fund 
 

Has ZA ever 

helped you? 
 

Please  help us 
now by texting a 
donation to 
ZAUK10, so we 
can keep going 

next year. 
 

Every pound 

makes a  
difference ! 
 
Send a text to 
70070 with the 
message 
ZAUK10 and 
the amount, e.g. 
ZAUK10 £2 and 

press send! 
 
 
 
Members at recent 

AGM (above + below) 
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Joi

n Zimbabwe Asso-

 

ZIMBABWE: THE PROPOSED POLL-
ING STATION-BASED 
VOTERS´ ROLL 
 
Opportunity and risk 
 
Zimbabwe Election Support Network 
(ZESN) 
One of the major features of proposed 
electoral reforms is the 
possible introduction of a localised vot-
ing system which will be 
conducted using polling station-based 
voters´ rolls. ZESN takes a 
closer look at the benefits and risks of 
such a system in the 
Zimbabwean context. 
 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/

Do you want to be a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association?  

 

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation.

org.uk and download a 

membership form. Send the 

form to the address on the 

form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

 

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

Let’s Network! 

The 'self' in me is broken 
My heart is in pieces 

Nothing seems to make sense within my life 
Not any more - NO!  
My life is in shambles. 
Poor Assylum Seeker 

 
The years and years of waiting 
Just for that simple decision 
THE LEAVE TO REMAIN 

In the United Kingdom of the Great Britain 
Take out the 'Great' 
Nothing seems great 
Not anymore to me! 
Poor Assylum Seeker 

 
Able bodied as I am  

But I feel 'handicapped' from within 
I live on food handouts and vouchers 
I will always appreciate those organisa-

tions,there for me 
But that's just for the day and time. 

The here and now 
But what about the  'morrow' 

I still got a life to live 
I still got a future 

I still got a family to look after  
I would love to work and provide for my-

self,my family and others 
But the fact that I can't at present 

Just makes me 'sick' 
I am drained Physically and Mentally 

Poor Assylum Seeker 
 
 

My wife and children 
My husband and children 
My parents or guardians 

I have since looked forward just for that 

moment 
My family Reunion 

 
By Agrena Mushonga 

Yarl's Wood to start detaining 
single men again 
 
Single men will once again be 
housed at Yarl's Wood immigration 
centre near Bedford. The detention 
facility has catered only for single 
woman and families since it was 
burnt down in 2002. 
Bedfordshire News, 20/11/11 

DEALING WITH ZIMBABWE´S DEBT 
 
Tim Jones, Jubilee Debt Campaign’s Senior Policy Officer, was in Zimbabwe recently for a conference with 
debt campaigners and civil society groups on how to deal with Zimbabwe’s debt. 
 
Zimbabwe has not been making payments on most of its $7 billion debt since 2000, but the Zimbabwean 
Finance Ministry, now run by the Movement for Democratic Change’s Tendai Biti, and international lenders 
are beginning discussions on whether and how Zimbabwe should receive debt relief. We are supporting 
debt campaigners in Zimbabwe to make sure their work for democracy in their country is not impeded by 
old and unjust debts. 
 

Tim Jones says, “A debt audit is a vital step in this process. It is part of the vision of hope of those fighting 

for justice in Zimbabwe for the country's wealth to be invested in building the economy and providing jobs.” 

 

What do you think? 

 

Read Tim Jones’ comment piece for the Guardian by clicking link: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/09/zimbabwe-dealing-with-debt 
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 Asylum Aid's legal advice 

line extended 
 

Asylum Aid offers free, confiden-
tial and independent legal advice 
and representation. 
 
Asylum Aid's Advice Line: 0207 
354 9264 or 
email info@asylumaid.org.uk 
 
Our advice line offers free one-off 
legal advice to asylum-seekers, 
refugees as well as individuals or 
organisations working with them. 
The Advice Line operates Tues-
days between 1.00 pm - 4:00pm 
and Thursdays 10am -12.30pm 
The information that callers give 
us and the advice that we give is 
confidential. 
 
To ensure that our advice is accu-
rate we usually ask callers ques-
tions about their immigration 
status in the UK.  If you call, 
please be prepared to answer de-
tailed questions, although we will 
not tell anyone the information 
you give us. 
 
Asylum Aid's Legal Team is cur-
rently made up of 2 solicitors, a 
non-practising barrister, 4 case-
workers, a casework assistant, a 
casework volunteer and a man-
ager.  The team's aim is to pro-
vide the highest quality advice 
and representation.  We have a 
very high success rate and also 

 
Refugees with 5 year leave 
to remain route to settlement 
 

If you are a refugee who has been granted 

a five year limited leave to remain and it is 

due to expire, you will need to apply 

for indefinite leave to remain (ILR) before 

your leave expires. 

 

You should submit your application form in 

the month before your limited leave expires. 

For example, if it ends on 30 August 2011, 

your application should reach UKBA be-

tween 30 July and 30 August 2011. 

It is important that you apply in time before 

your leave expires. This will ensure that: 

your case is considered easily, and 

your leave continues. 

If you do not apply in time, you will no 

longer have leave and the UKBA will carry 

out an in depth review of your case. This 

may lead to your removal from the UK. 

 

You should include all your dependants 

living in the UK on your application form, 

including those born in the UK since you 

were granted leave to remain. 
For information on how to apply 
for indefinite leave to remain before your 
leave expires, you should see the webpage 

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk  

HELPFUL HINTS:   
Guide to Educational Grants 
2011/2012” published by DSC.  
 ISBN 978-1-906294-47-2   
 
The book is available by arrange-
ment  at  local libraries or at the  
Jesuit Refugee Centre (by appoint-
ment).  
 
The Guide contains a comprehen-
sive list of charitable trusts which 
help fund university, Further Educa-
tion and other educational courses – 
either by funding travel, books, sub-
sistence costs or fees.   
 

The Prisoners of Conscience 
Appeal Fund (PoC) provides 
grants, pending Trustees' approval, 
to individuals or families who have 
suffered persecution for their con-
scientiously-held beliefs, provided 
they have not used or advocated 
violence or supported a violent or-
ganisation.  We do not provide fund-
ing for undergraduate studies, but 
can help with books, travel and 
other associated costs. 
PoC does not deal directly with indi-
viduals but only via approved or-
ganisations that apply to us on your 
behalf.  If you think you might fall 
within our remit we recommend that 
you contact your lawyer, welfare 
adviser, counselor or a refugee wel-
fare agency, who may be able to 
complete an application form for 
you. You could also apply to us 
through one of the many Citizens 
Advice Bureau (CAB) in the 
UK.  Their telephone numbers may 
be found in the Yellow Pages, or by 
calling BT directory enquiries on 
118 500.  

DO YOUR CHILDREN HAVE 
PROBLEMS ACCESSING 

HIGHER LEVEL 
 EDUCATION?  IF SO, 

PLEASE LET US KNOW.  

OPEN  TUESDAYS 
 
 From 10 January 2012, the ZA office will be open for  
members to drop in and:   
 
• catch up on the latest news from Zimbabwe 
•  meet other members 
•  make use of the office facilities 
•  brush up on computer skills 
• discuss volunteering opportunities 
• plan projects 
• use the ZA library 
 

Get involved!  
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OLD CASES?? 

 

Did you claim asylum long ago? 
(Perhaps you were refused and didn’t 

know what to do next.) 
 

If you claimed BEFORE 2007, and have 
not been granted any form of status or 
had your case resolved please contact ZA 

office. 
 

If you have friends or family in this situa-

tion, please ask them to call us. 
Thanks. 

 
Do you have a Big Idea 
to change lives or trans-

form your community?  
 
Perhaps it is in sport, culture, 
social enterprise, health promo-
tion,  community advice or even 
to support development within 

your home community.   
 
Rayne Fellowships for Refugees, is a fan-
tastic opportunity for refugees living in 
the UK with a Big Idea that, with the 
right help, could be brought to flower. 
Rayne Fellows will receive the right sup-
port, resources and training to turn a 
vision into reality and make a real differ-

ence to people’s lives.  
 
Each year, five people will be selected for 
a Fellowship. They will be able to draw 
upon a resource fund of up to £15,000 
to be spent on personal development, 
further training or education, resources, 
expert advice, one-to-one mentoring or 

attending networking events.   
  
If you are interested, you will have to 
submit an application outlining your Big 
Idea and giving  some information about 
how you think you could make it work, 
the support and resources you might 
need and the impact within the wider 
community. Decision will be made on 
the quality of your idea and your com-
mitment to building bridges between 

refugee communities and the wider  
society.  
 
For more details of the programme and 

how to apply visit  
 
http://www.praxis.org.uk(look under 
‘what we do’ and click on the Rayne Fel-

lowship link) 
 

Good luck!! 

Lawyer Irene Petras  
honoured for human 

rights work 
http://www.swradioafrica.com/ 
 
By Tererai Karimakwenda 
09 November, 2011 
 
The National Association of Non-
Governmental Organisations (NANGO) 
last weekend honoured the director of 
the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights (ZLHR), Irene Petras, as the 2011 
Director of the Year. 
 
The occasion was marked by a ceremony 
during the annual gathering of  
directors from NGOs, which took place 
in Kariba this year. The event brings  
together NGO directors to share ex-
periences and chart the way forward. 
 
Petras, a respected lawyer who has 
worked as a human rights campaigner in  
Zimbabwe for years, thanked all the law-
yers that make up the team at the  
ZLHR, saying the award would never 
have been possible without their  
“dedication, energy and enthusiasm”. 
 
Lawyers at ZLHR have defended victims 
of ZANU PF’s political violence and  
persecution under the Mugabe regime, 
under very difficult circumstances and  
at great risk to themselves. Many have 
been arrested or assaulted, simply  
for doing their jobs. 
 

Newsday quoted Petras as saying:  
 
“We can take courage from the  
acknowledgement which our peers have 
provided to renew our strength and to  
serve our beneficiaries and stakeholders. 
There may be dark days ahead as we  
approach elections, but together I am 
sure we can continue to make a  

difference to the lives of our fellow  
Zimbabweans and to our country at  

large.”  
 

Timescales for deciding  
asylum 
applications 
Written Answers, 18 October  
 
Shabana Mahmood (Birmingham, 
Ladywood, Labour) 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department 
(1) what proportion of asylum cases 
received a decision within six months in 
(a) 2009, (b) 2010 and (c) in the period 
from 1 January to 1 September 2011; 
 
(2) what the average processing time 
was between an individual claiming 
asylum and receiving a decision on 
their application (a) as of 1 September 
2011 and (b) in each of the last five 
years. 
 
Damian Green (Minister of State 
(Immigration), Home Office 
The proportion of asylum cases that 
received an initial decision within six 
months in 2009 was 82%, in 2010 was 
94% and from January-February 2011 
was 93% 
 
The average processing time between 
an individual claiming asylum and re-
ceiving an initial decision on their appli-
cation over the last five years is as fol-
lows: 
 
Year Average decision time (Days) 
2007 164.06 
2008 190.27 
2009 122.83 
2010 52.03 
2011 36.54 
 

This means that the average time 
taken for UKBA to make a decision 
on an asylum application is now 
36.5 days (5 weeks). 
 

Please Note  
If you know of any one who has been  
detained in a removal centre please 

do let  the office know about the 
 detainee.   
 
Call 020 7739 8226  or email to 

info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk.  

 

CHOICES ASSISTED  
VOLUNTARY RETURN  
SERVICE  run by Refugee Action . 
 

Call 0808 800 0007 for free confi-

dential advice and information. 
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BID TRAVEL DOCUMENT PROJECT   http://www.biduk.org/tdp 
 
Hundreds of people languish in immigration detention with no immediate prospect of removal because they have no travel docu-
ments. It can be very difficult for them to prove their identity and nationality, and get travel documents for a variety of reasons. The 
human cost of delays in obtaining travel documents is great, especially to those held in immigration detention. 
 
The UK Border Agency has recently disclosed their internal guidance on evidentiary requirements and timescales for obtaining 
travel documents listed by country. BID welcomes this step towards transparency in the process of re-documenting detainees and 
others facing removal from the UK, which makes it easier for detainees and their representatives to assess whether or not the 
length of detention or purpose of detention has become unlawful. 
 
The Travel Document Project welcomes any new information that detainees and legal representatives can share which might be 
of wider interest, and any suggested amendments and additions to this site. Your experiences, evidence and general information 
will be what will keep this website relevant and a useful tool to others. Please send all such information to: 
 
Email: traveldocproject@biduk.org 

She was a towering figure in Africa, and an inspirational role model for 

women all over the world.  
(from kubatana.net:) 
  
A towering figure in Kenya, Maathai was renowned as a fearless social activist and an environmental crusader. Her Green Belt 
Movement, which she founded in 1977, planted tens of millions of trees.  
 
"It is with great sadness that the family of Professor Wangari Maathai announces her passing away on 25 September 2011, at 
the Nairobi hospital, after a prolonged and bravely borne struggle with cancer. Her loved ones were with her at the time."  
 
Maathai was a pioneer from an early age and in many spheres. After winning a scholarship to study in the US, she returned to a 
newly independent Kenya, becoming the first woman in east and central Africa to obtain a PhD. Maathai was also the first woman 
professor the University of Nairobi, where she taught veterinary medicine.  
 
Her work with voluntary groups alerted her to the struggles of women in rural Kenya, and it quickly became her life's cause. No-
ticing how the rapid environmental degradation was affecting women's lives, she encouraged them to plant trees to ensure future 
supplies of firewood and to protect water sources and crops.  
 
Maathai's agenda quickly widened as she joined the struggle against the repressive and corrupt regime of Daniel arap Moi. Her 
efforts to stop powerful politicians grabbing land, especially forests, brought her into conflict with the authorities, and she was 
beaten and arrested numerous times. Her bravery and defiance made her a hero in Kenya.  
 
In awarding Maathai the Nobel peace prize in 2004, the Nobel committee said that her "unique forms of action have contributed 
to drawing attention to political oppression – nationally and internationally".  
 

 

Maathai served as an assistant minis-
ter in President Mwai Kibaki's govern-
ment from 2003 to 2005, but her re-
fusal to keep silent on some issues 
saw her politically sidelined, and she 
lost her seat after a single term. Her 
work schedule remained hectic how-
ever , and she wrote several books 
and travelled widely.  
 
 
"Professor Maathai's departure is un-
timely and a very great loss to all who 
knew her – as a mother, relative, co-
worker, colleague, role model, and 
heroine; or who admired her determi-
nation to make the world a more 

peaceful, healthier, and better 
place," the statement from her 
organisation said.  
 
Maathai is survived by her three 
children and a granddaughter  
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ZIMBABWE 
CULTURE 

Do you want more 
Zimbabwean music, 
dance, theatre, art 
and poetry in the 
East End? 
If so, email us at 
info@zimbabweasso
ciation.org.uk 

ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  

 

email: 
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Nearest tube:  

Bethnal Green 

(central line) 

 

Please contact us to 

make an appointment 

before coming to the 

office. 

DROP IN CENTRES 
(DIC) Contact Details  
 
Birmingham DIC 
1 Piers Road 
Handsworth 
Birmingham B21 0UY 
 
ZAS Leicester DIC 
Fortnightly On Fridays 
From 2pm to 4pm  
Secular Hall 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LE1 1WB 

 
Please Note: for information 
on London Friendship 
Group and Manchester DIC 

Call OR email the office  
 
Meeting times, dates and  
venues are subject to change so 
to avoid disappointment check 

first before travelling to a DIC. ZA T-SHIRTS      

FOR SALE! 

ZA t-shirts (pale blue) 
are now for sale for £10, 

please contact the office. 

END NOTES: 
 

Upcoming events: 
 

10 December 2011:  

Human Rights Day: Zimbabwe Europe Network and Human Rights activists will be speaking at the Zim Vigil 
ZimUnite and UK Citizens event 

 

13-18 February 2012: 
No Borders Convergence, London—workshops, seminars 

 

Detention and Removals Update: There is a new page on the ZA website giving information about detention 

and removals. Look under ‘Detention’ on the menu bar, to find it. Call the office if you have any problems. Help 

us to keep this information accurate by letting us know about anyone being detained or given removal directions. 

 

The ZA Office will be closed from Thursday 22 December to Monday 9 January 2012. 
 
Please have a safe and happy Festive Season. Stay out of trouble by  remembering to leave your car keys at home:   

“DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE!” 
 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

New Regional Asylum Project recruits National Co-ordinator   
 

Hours:  7 hours per week (20% of full-time)  
Salary:  £33,000 per annum pro rata or equivalent on a consultancy basis 
Would you like to help shape an innovative new asylum project?  

The Regional Asylum Project is an exciting new project using regional organising to achieve a louder, better 
coordinated voice for asylum seekers.  It has a dual focus - to inform and change attitudes about asylum 
seekers and refugees, and to campaign for positive change to the asylum system.  It is a partnership with 
‘Still Human Still Here’ and will seek to support existing campaigns.  It aims to enhance grassroots and na-
tional campaigns, increase the involvement of those with direct experience of asylum, and build a movement 
in support of change.  
We are looking to recruit a national co-ordinator to work on a freelance/consultant basis to manage and sup-
port three regional campaigners.  Funding is confirmed for 12 months, and we anticipate being able to con-
tinue the project for at least a further two years.  You will recruit staff to regional posts, manage, support and 
link the regional campaigners, and oversee the project budget.  You will have a track record in managing 
people and projects and a proven ability to work independently.  You must be a skilled facilitator with an 
openness and commitment to the project being directed by the priorities of asylum seekers in the regions.   
As this is a new organisation there is as yet no website.  For an applications pack please contact Jaqui Cot-

ton at jax@sensorysoftware.co.uk.    Closing date: 9am, 16th December 2011 

WARNING: XMAS SCAM   
 
A card is posted through your door 
from a company called PDS 
(Parcel  Delivery  Service) suggesting 
that they were unable to deliver a par-
cel and that you need  to contact them 
on 0906 6611911 (a Premium rate 
number).  DO NOT call this number, 
as this is a mail scam originating from 
Belize .  If you call the number and you 
start to hear a recorded message you 
will already  have been billed £315 for 

the phone call. 
If you do receive a card with these 
details, then please contact Royal 

Mail  Fraud on 020 7239 6655. 
For more information, see the Crime 

Stoppers website: 
 http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
crime-prevention/helping-prevent-

crime/scams/postal-delivery-scam 


