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SUPREME COURT OF APPEAL  
ORDERS SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE 
TO INVESTIGATE CRIMES AGAINST 

HUMANITY COMMITTED IN  
ZIMBABWE 
 Johannesburg, 27 November – In a land-
mark decision for local and international 
justice, the South African Supreme Court 
of Appeal today ordered the South Afri-
can Police Service (SAPS) to investigate 
high level Zimbabwean officials accused of 
committing crimes against humanity in 
Zimbabwe. 
 

In its judgment, the Court made it clear 
that the perpetrators of systematic tor-
ture – as was alleged in this case – can be 
held accountable in South Africa regard-
less of where the offending acts took 
place. The Court noted that such crimes 
strike ‘at the whole of humankind and 
impinge[] on the international conscience’. 
 

 “The Court’s decision makes it clear that 
South Africa has a legal obligation to in-
vestigate the perpetrators of international 
crimes wherever those crimes were com-
mitted,” said Priti Patel, Deputy Director 
of the Southern Africa Litigation Centre 
(SALC), which brought the case along 
with the Zimbabwe Exiles Forum (ZEF). 
“The Supreme Court ruling confirms that 
the dispensing of international justice is 
not restricted to international forums, and 
commits the South African authorities to 
play their part in ensuring that torturers 
and other international criminals are held 
accountable for their actions.” 
 

 In 2008, SALC submitted a dossier to the 
National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) 
containing evidence of the involvement of 
key Zimbabwean officials in perpetrating 
crimes against humanity in relation to the 
torture of opposition party members in 
March 2007 – and called on the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) and the 
SAPS to initiate an investigation into the 
alleged crimes. 
 The NPA and SAPS refused to investigate 
so SALC and ZEF appealed this adminis-
trative decision to the High Court, which 
ruled in their favour in 2012. That deci-
sion was appealed to the Supreme Court 
of Appeal. 
 

During its ruling today, the Supreme 
Court outlined the evidence in the dossier 
noting that it included evidence of severe 
physical assaults, including the use of base-
ball bats, water-boarding and electrical 
shocks being applied to genitalia by Zim-

babwean officials. 
 

“Zimbabweans can be proud today know-
ing that South Africa will not shirk from its 
responsibility to ensure justice for victims 
of crimes against humanity,” said Gabriel 
Shumba, the Chairperson of ZEF. “This 
judgment is a critical step in the interna-

tional fight against impunity.”  

Nobel Prize Winner 
Doris Lessing died in 
November 2013. 
  
Lessing wrote movingly 
about Zimbabwe over 
many years. Her article 
‘The Tragedy of Zim-
babwe -The Jewel of 
Africa’, which first ap-
peared in The New York 
Review of Books, April 
2003 is a long but worth-
while read and here is 
part of it:: 
  
"You have the jewel of 
Africa in your hands," 
said President Samora 
Machel of Mozambique 
and President Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania to 
Robert Mugabe, at the 
moment of independ-
ence, in 1980. "Now 
look after it."  
 
Twenty-three years 
later, the "jewel" is ru-
ined, dishonoured, dis-
graced. 

Rest in Peace 
Nelson Mandela, 1918-2013 

 

"Africa shed her blood and surrendered the 
lives of her children so that all her 
children could be free. She gave of her 
wealth and resources so that all of Africa 
should be liberated. She opened her heart 
and her head so full of wise counsel, so that 
we shall emerge victorious. A million times, 
she put her hand to the plough that has 
now dug up the burden of oppression accu-
mulated for centuries. If freedom was the 
crown which the fighters of liberation 

sought to place on the head of mother  
Africa, let the upliftment, happiness, pros-
perity and comfort of her children be the 

jewel of the crown".  
 
 

“I learned that courage was not the absence 
of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave 
man is not he who does not feel afraid, but 

he who conquers that fear.” 
 

"For to be free is not merely to cast off one´s 

chains, but to live in a way that respects and  
enhances the freedom of others."  

(Nelson Mandela, From Long Walk to Freedom, 1995)  

“As I walked out the door toward the gate 
that would lead to my freedom, I knew if I 
didn’t leave my bitterness and hatred behind, 

I’d still be in prison.” 
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Lunch 
will be 
pro-

vided 
on the 
day. Watch the ZA web-

site ZA Annual 

General Meeting  
Sunday 30 Oc-

tober 
At St James 

Church Hall, Is-

lington, London 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

OPEN  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays for members to drop in and 
catch up on the latest news from Zim-
babwe; meet other members; make use 
of the office facilities; brush up on com-
puter skills; discuss volunteering opportu-
nities; plan projects; use the ZA library 

Get involved! But call first ... 

 

Advice line for  
undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  
Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 
on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 

Zimbabwe Association AGM 2013 

The AGM was a crackling event with a very high attendance eager  to listen to 3 great speakers: Josh Nyapimbe, 
Clare Miller and McDonald Lewanika—A full account of the day can be found in the Minutes on the ZA website 

 

What can the Diaspora Do? - (an extract from McDonald Lewanika’s talk) 
Keep telling your stories – keep talking and let people at home know the real picture  - don’t portray a romanticised 
picture but ‘let the smell be seen’ 
Be wary of politicians, they have a short memory- continue to engage them  
Engage people and organisations in your own community and around you so that people know you and you make 
personal connections around you Do not act out of misinformation or let politicians act out of misinformation – the 
Gukurahundi only happened because we allowed politicians not to care about the stories of real people – that can 
happen again.  There is another Operation Murambatsvina happening and people are still being victimised, read the 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights and Zimbabwe Peace Project reports available on line.  Act on real informa-
tion from the ground. 
As Zimbabweans we need to deal with our fear, our pride and our shame. 
Tell our stories and deal with these negative things – overcoming them and acting positively. Fear is inevitable but it 
can be overcome.  Fear stops you from acting. 
 

Consider Progressive Role the Diaspora can play: The Indians did this.  Acquire skills and don’t continue to do 
things badly.  Learn the lessons to take back and be transparent about doing that. 
Counting the Cost – money is valuable and the diaspora has remitted so much but have we stopped to take stock of 
how we can take advantage of dual citizenship? The Matumwa Mawere case proved that dual citizenship is allowed – 
has the diaspora stopped to demand it be treated as dual citizens? Let us ask for something in return for the remit-
tances.  With citizenship comes responsibility and rights.  If the Government wants us to invest in Zimbabwe, then we 
should also demand the vote and be given real citizenship and the same rights as Zimbabweans. 
Growth born out of Difficulty: Do not lose hope – embrace hope and take advantage of the situation you find your-
self in.  Prepare yourself and in so doing prepare to contribute to the development and democratisation of Zimbabwe. 

Right: Guest speaker 
McDonald Lewanika and 
Trustee Margaret Ling at 

the ZA AGM 2013 
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Beatrice Mtetwa is now free26  - November 2013 

 
In a week that shall always be remembered as consequential for the vindication of  Zimbabwean human rights defenders and civil 
society organisations, on 26 November,  Harare Magistrate Rumbidzai Mugwagwa delivered a verdict of not guilty in the Beatrice 
Mtetwa  trial where charges of contravening Section 184 (1) (g) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act. 
 
The Prosecution alleged that Mtetwa, a fiery and prominent human rights lawyer had defeated or obstructed the course of justice. 
She was arrested on 17 March 2013 and had been defending the matter  in court since  10 June 2013. 
 
According to the Forum's Court Report (http://www.hrforumzim.org/alerts/beatrice-mtetwa-found-not-guilty/) 
, 
The Magistrate gave reasons for her judgment saying that  Mtetwa had done nothing to interfere with the investigations the police 
were conducting. She cited that the police testimony was contradictory and it did nothing to put the Mtetwa to her defence. 
 
The inspection in loco conducted at the premises where the arrest was effected also served to cast the State´s case in doubt and 
bad light as it was established that there was no way Mtetwa could have interfered with what was going on in an area of the 
house where she could not see what was happening; whilst guarded and  in handcuffs in a vehicle outside the premises. 
 
The Magistrate castigated the police for presenting contradictory testaments when they are professionals whose 
work relies on observation. She also made it clear that it is not an offence to take photographs and in any case 
after forensic examination ,Mtetwa´s phone was found without any evidence that photographs of the scene had 
been taken. The Magistrate found that there is no evidence that Mtetwa stopped or interfered with the search and 
returned a verdict of not guilty. 
 
In addition to the Mtetwa case, on 22 November the same Magistrates Court acquitted Abel Chikomo, 
the Forum's Director on charges of running an illegal organisation. The details of the case and our 
analysis can be accessed here (http://www.hrforumzim.org/alerts/major-reprieve-for-civil-society-as-abel-chikomo-is-

acquitted/) . 
 
Both the Mtetwa and Chikomo cases  are reminiscent of the infamousGlen View 29 case, in which Justice Bhunu chided police 
officers for their unprofessional conduct in arresting human rights campaigner Cynthia Manjoro and MDC-T youth assembly 
president Solomon Madzore and other activists as they did not have credible evidence linking them to the commission of the 
offence. In that case the judge said the police had arrested Manjoro as an inducement for her boyfriend to surrender himself to 
the police in connection with the commission of the offence.The Judge made these remarks  on 19 September when he passed 
a not guilty verdict on 21 of the Glen View 29 activists who include Cynthia Manjoro, Solomon Madzore, Stanford Maengahama, 
and others.Justice Bhunu chided police officers for their unprofessional conduct in arresting human rights campaigner Cynthia 
Manjoro and MDC-T youth assembly president Solomon Madzore and other activists as they did not have credible evidence 
linking them to the commission of the offence. 
 
Given this pattern where the police arrest human rights defenders and the judiciary takes a different stance, albeit, very late, 
could this be the beginning of a new era in the Zimbabwean Judiciary? The jury is still out on this. There is more to be said about 

GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER  
 
Have you been apart from your child for a long time? 
Getting to know them again? 
Finding it hard to adapt to the UK way of life? 
Looking for some advice and support from others in 

the same position? 
 

If you want to be part of a self-help support group—

please contact the ZA office 

Mary, Hazvinei and Wiz recently took part in a series of 
cooking classes held in the FOOD FOR ALL training 

kitchen in Hackney.  
 
A lot of learning mixed with much fun as new recipes  
Including spicy dhall, basil pesto wih potato gnocchi, 
pumpkin soup, homemade Irish soda bread, kale pizzas 

and other exotic combinations were tried and tested.  
 
(Left: Mary and Hazvinei with their pizzas) 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 

REFUGEE COUNCIL has moved its 
head office to Stratford, East London. 
 
People seeking advice on the different 
stages of the asylum process should call 
our Own Language Telephone Advice 

Service on 0808 808 2255  
 
London Offices: (appointment only)
Finchley Rd, West London, Bethnal 

Green (therapeutic); (drop in) Croydon 

 

 

 
 

  

Good Practice Guide on 

Statelessness  
Determination  
 

The European Network on Stateless-
ness (ENS) has pub-
lished Statelessness Determination 
and the Protection Status of Stateless 
Persons: a Summary Guide of Good 
Practices and Factors to Consider 
when Designing National Determina-
tion and Protection Mecha-
nisms (attached as a file). The Guide 
draws on good practice examples from 
those states that already have dedi-
cated statelessness determination 
procedures in place, and is intended to 
provide practical support to states con-
sidering the establishment of such a 
specific mechanism, or who wish to 
improve their existing system.  
 
The report is part of the ENS Cam-
paign to Protect Stateless Persons in 
Europe http://www.statelessness.eu/
node/417   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

• Help you plan your return 

• Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

• Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

• In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS CAN NOW BE USED IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Private Plane Carrying 'Near To Death' Asylum Seeker 

Forced Back to UK 
 
Theresa May under fire for bid to fly out hunger striker Ifa Muaza 
 
Home Office officials were refusing to comment on Saturday evening on an 
apparently botched effort to deport a seriously ill man from Britain by pri-
vate plane. A jet chartered by the government was forced to return to the 
UK with Nigerian Ifa Muaza and immigration officials still on board, after a 
20-hour flight that saw the plane prevented from entering Nigerian air-
space. It diverted to Malta, where an angry dispute broke out with the au-
thorities over the plane's right to use its airstrip. 
 
The aircraft then had to return to Britain, landing at Luton, where Muaza, a 
failed asylum seeker who was said last week to have been near death after 
a 100-day hunger strike, was taken off by stretcher and returned to Har-
mondsworth detention centre near Heathrow. The flight is estimated to 
have cost the Home Office £95,000- £110,000. Muaza was the only de-
tainee on board, according to sources. 
 
On Saturday night lawyers and supporters of 47-year-old Muaza, who has 
won support from numerous politicians, human rights groups and celebri-
ties, were trying to stop a second deportation. "It's an unbelievable fiasco 
and we are very worried about his health. He is very weak," said one. 
Read more: Tracy McVeigh, The Observer, Saturday 30 November 

ZA craft stall (Rukai) at Spitalfields 
City market, Winter 2013— Knitting 

Not  Quitting! 

Survivor's Guide to the Poverty Barrier 

To mark this year's Human Rights Day on 10 December, Freedom from 
Torture has released a 'Survivor's A to Z Guide to the Poverty Barrier' fea-
turing the voices of the torture survivors. The Guide spell out the reality of 
poverty in the UK from a survivor's perspective. 

 
http://www.freedomfromtorture.org/feature/the_poverty_barrier/7689 
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IRC Current 
capac-
ity 

Additional 
Beds 

New 
capac-
ity 

Expected Date or actual date 
of Completion 

Brook 426 22 448 Complete 

Campsfield 226 50 276 Awaiting new timescale 

Dover 316 82 398 26 complete 
56 due by March 2014 

Dungavel 217 32 249 Complete 

Harmondsworth 615 44 659 Complete 

Haslar 160 37 197 10 complete. 
27 due by March 2014. 

Please Note  
 

If you know of any one who 
has been  detained in a re-
moval centre please do let  the 
office know about the  de-

tainee. 

To anyone in touch with detained families with children at Cedars detention facility, 
 

Medical Justice is keen to be in contact with more detained families with children to see if we can assist 

them 
 

Because families with children are now detained for such a short period of time, referrals are often made too 
late or not at all. 
 

We would like to encourage any family with children who gets detained to contact Medical Justice as soon as 
they can.  We also encourage those with authority from the family - e.g. family, friends, supporters, community 
organisations, medics or legal representatives - to contact Medical Justice as soon as you hear that a family has 
been detained, especially if you are aware of any medical problems they may be having. Sometimes there are 
medical issues, that are not immediately obvious (for example the need for appropriate malaria prophylaxis) – 
we therefore welcome any family in Cedars getting in touch with us as early on as possible so we can see if we 
can help. 

EXPANSIONS IN IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRES   

An additional 267 places are being added to IRCs which is the equivalent of     
another IRC opening without the same attention (see table below). 

Sharing Skills  
 
Sadza cooking at  
Spitalfields City Farm, 

October 2013 
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 

London E2 6HG 

tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

 
ZAS Leicester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/leicester/  
 
ZAM Manchester http://
zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/manchester/  

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

FOR SALE:  
ZA T-SHIRTS £10      

& GREAT  
KNITWEAR  

please contact the office 

 

 

 

 

 

Twelve Years:  
Zimbabwean asylum seekers’  
experiences in the United Kingdom 

from 2001 to 2013 
 

ZA is starting a research project (funded by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund) in January 2014. 
 

We are looking for: 
 
• Volunteers for the Steering Group (the Steering Group will meet 

quarterly) 
• Training for volunteers in Oral History gathering techniques – this will 

take 1.5 days (10-12 places available) 
• Training for volunteers in Archive Management – 1 day  training (10-

12 places available)  
• Volunteers for design work  
• Volunteers for exhibition creation work 
• Volunteers for event management  
• Volunteers for involvement in planning and writing of Teachers’ 

Packs  
 
If you are interested in volunteering for the Twelve Years project please 
email sarah@zimbabweassociation.org.uk 

 

 

 

There is nothing as liberating as the capacity to speak one’s mind, 

to speak without riddles for idioms. 
There is nothing as wholesome as being able to tell the truth and 

tell it as it is. 

Even the regime itself envies and admires this. 
So in the end freedom is just what it is, the ability to capture and 

control the little space one has. 

Your own mouth, brain, pen and the ability to use same. 

Happiness is not wealth or fame. 

Happiness is that capacity to be free. 

As they say in Chiendambuya, “kufa hauurave.” Zikomo. 
 

Tendai Biti 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A MERRY NEW 

YEAR! 
Enjoy your festive season and please remember: DO NOT DRINK 

AND DRIVE! 
There are many police checks on cars during this period and if your  
immigration status is not yet resolved you are advised to keep off 
the roads over Christmas and New Year. (Passengers in cars which 

are stopped may have their immigration status checked.) 

A summer picture from ZA Birmingham Drop In members’ 
seaside trip to cheer everyone up during these grey, wet, cold 

winter days! 


