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Overview
1. Elections:                   - Mugabe will Reportedly not sign the Draft Constitution
2. International Relations: - SA Urged to Investigate Generals Accused of Crimes Against Humanity

in Zimbabwe
3. Reconstruction: - Zimbabwe Power Imports at Risk

- Two Suspected Typhoid Deaths in Zimbabwe
4. Natural Resources: - Tsvangirai Calls for Openness in Diamonds’ Trade
______________________________________________________________

1. Elections:
• There  were  reports  last  week  that  President  Robert  Mugabe  (ZANU-PF) will  not  sign  the  draft 
Constitution into the new supreme law of the country as long as it allegedly disqualifies him from contesting 

the next elections. Mugabe who turns 88 next week, has already been endorsed as the ZANU-PF presidential 

candidate. COPAC co-chairperson Munyaradzi Paul Mangwana said there was no way Mugabe would sign 

the first draft of the constitution which was published last week. He declared that, “President Mugabe has already 

said he is contesting the next elections. As long as I am in COPAC,there is no way we are going to allow a draft which is  

detrimental to my party and its leader.”  http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/feb6b_2012.html#Z20

2. International Relations: 

• The Southern Africa Litigation Centre (SALC) and the Zimbabwe Exiles Forum (ZEF) have launched 

a landmark case in the Northern Gauteng High Court to compel South Africa (SA) to abide by its legal  

obligations  to  investigate  and  prosecute  high  level  Zimbabwean  officials  accused  of  crimes  against 

humanity. SALC and ZEF are asking the High Court to review and set aside the decision of the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) and South Africa Police Services (SAPS) not to investigate Zimbabwe 

officials linked to acts of state sanctioned torture following a police raid on the headquarters of Movement 
for Democratic Change(MDC) in 2007.The Executive Director of SALC, Nicole Fritz said, “The decision 

not to purse credible evidence of  crimes against  humanity was taken for political reasons it  ignored SA’s clear  

obligations under both international and domestic law.” The case will run fro the 26 th to the 30th of March 2012. 
http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/feb6b_2012.html#Z20
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3. Reconstruction

• Zimbabwe’s energy minister,  Elton Mangoma last week reportedly warned that the country risks losing 

electricity imports from its major supplier if it fails to pay USD 90 million debt to Mozambique’s Hydro 
Carbora Bassa dam. Mangoma said that Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA) has piled up 

almost a billion dollars in unpaid electricity imports, loans and outstanding contributions to a joint power 

project  with  Zambia.  He  also  said  that  ZESA is  owed  USD 400  million  in  unpaid  electricity  bills  by 

consumers and announced plans to cut off defaulters. ZESA plans to introduce prepaid meters to improve 

its revenue and avoiding resorting to charges based on estimates. 

      http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/feb6b_2012.html#Z20

• The health ministry last week on Monday reported that it ha received two suspected typhoid deaths, 

as an outbreak of the disease appeared to worsen. The ministry was awaiting laboratory analysis to confirm if  

the two deaths were the result of the bacterial disease that spread through contaminated water and food. 

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights said the typhoid outbreak was “an embarrassing sign of state collapse in 

the country.” In a statement, the group said it was “alarming for such a preventable and medieval disease to continue 

to incommode people in this day and age.”  http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/feb6b_2012.html#Z20

4  Natural Resources

• Zimbabwe’s  Prime  Minister  Morgan  Tsvangirai last  week  reportedly  called  for  openness  in  the 

country’s nascent diamond trade. He told journalists in Harare that, “We must show transparency in the way we 

exploit this resource, the way we market it and the way we benefit for all of our very wide-range challenges we face as a  

country.” This follows a report by Global Witness last week that a Zimbabwean diamond field said to be the 

largest in the world is being mined by companies staffed by Mugabe’s police and military chiefs. The money 

is not finding its way to the country’s treasury but is pocketed by these few individuals.

http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/feb6b_2012.html#Z20
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