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Overview
1. Elections:                   - ZANU-PF influences Constitution Drafters

- Chipangano crushes MDC-T rally
2. International Relations: - Zimbabwe, EU set to resume talks
3. Reconstruction: - Harare hospital buys water

- UK commits 10 mill. pounds to Zimbabwe education
4. Natural Resources: - Zimplats cave-in expected to bring other firms to heel

1. Elections:
• Reports allege that the principal drafters of the constitution continue to be vilified by ZANU-PF officials  

who accuse them of “subverting the will  of the people.” ZANU-PF is allegedly calling for the sacking of 3 

drafters, accusing them of “sneaking” clauses that seek to bar Mugabe from contesting elections. The two 

other  coalition  parties  however  argue  that  the  work  of  the  drafters  was  highly  professional.  The MDC-T 

COPAC co-chairman Douglas Mwonzora said, “The drafters exhibited high levels of professionalism, maybe 

ZANU-PF thought that since it had proposed them, then automatically the drafters would be partisan.”

http://www.thestandard.co.zw/local/34269-zanu-pf-trying-to-influence-constitution-draftersmdc-t.html

• Police reportedly watched helplessly as at least  5 people were injured in Sunningdale,  Harare last 

week during a violent  attack by Chipangano “terror” group,  which crushed an MDC-T rally that had been 

cleared by the Zimbabwe Republic Police. The Police reportedly did nothing to stop the attack. Sunningdale 

Councillor, Musa Macheza said, “the incidence was most unfortunate considering that ZANU-PF is clamouring 

for elections.” He added, “there is no way we are going for elections when people are being beaten. ZANU-PF 

has denied any knowledge of this incident.” 

http://www.dailynews.co.zw/index.php/news/34-news/7898-chipangano-crushes-mdc-rally.html

• Labour  and  Social  Services  Minister  Paurina  Mpariwa  (MDC-T)  has  said  that  the  move  by  the 

Masvingo Provincial Governor Titus Maluleke to ban NGOs in Masvingo Province, was reckless and a political 

blunder by ZANU-PF. This follows the announcement of a ban on 29 NGOs in the Masvingo province alleging 

that the NGOs are not legally registered. 

http://www.thestandard.co.zw/local/34233-minister-blasts-governor-over-ngos-ban.html 
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2. International Relations: 

• Zimbabwe and the European Union are set to resume talks to find ways to revive full diplomatic relations, 

suspended when Brussels imposed measures against President Mugabe and his top officials more than a 

decade ago. EU chief representative to Zimbabwe Aldo Dell’Arrica told media that, “we have tried to find 

dates that are suitable for ministers. The dialogue is set to resume end of March or early April.”

http://www.zimonline.co.za

3. Reconstruction

• Reports say that authorities at Harare Central Hospital have resorted to buying water for use in critical 

departments as water supplies continue to be erratic. This happens at a time the country is fighting a 

serious typhoid outbreak that has already claimed lives.

http://www.herald.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=36471 

• Dave  Fish,  the  head  of  the  Zimbabwe  office  of  the  UK’s  Department  for  International  Development 

announced that Britain is committing 10 million pounds to support the Basic Education Assistance Module 

(BEAM),a  Zimbabwean  government  programme  which  pays  for  disadvantaged  children  to  access 

education and complete school. Dave Fish said, “I am delighted that the UK has once again been able to 

help the government of Zimbabwe channel assistance to those Zimbabweans who most need it.”.

http://ukinmontserrat.fco.gov.uk/en/news/?view=PressR&id=742638482

4  Natural Resources

• ZimPlats, the Zimbabwean unit Impala Platinum had finally given in and agreed to hand over control of 

one of its most prized assets to the Zimbabwe government, and Brown had a resigned and tired look about 

him. Last year, Brown had said the 51% equity requirement "just does not work". But on Tuesday he said the 

deal with government "augurs well for the mining industry in Zimbabwe". And now, with the largest foreign 

investor in Zimbabwe beaten, the rest are expected to fall quickly into line. 

http://mg.co.za/article/2012-03-15-zimplats-cavein-expected-to-bring-other-firms-heel 
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