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Overview

1. Election Environment: - Parliament: Debate on Inclusion of Civil Society & Other Observers in 2nd

  Stakeholders Conference on Constitutional Reform
- Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) Expresses Concern on
  International Day of Peace
- Re-opening of Terror Camps?

2. Reconstruction:      - Harare & Chitungwiza Residents Fear Cholera Outbreak
     - Underfunding Cripples Education Ministry

3. Natural Resources:               - SA Court Upholds SADC Ruling in Favour of Zimbabwean Farmers
___________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Election Environment:
• Reportedly,  Parliament  resolved  this  week  that  Civil  Society  should  be  included  in  the 

forthcoming 2nd Stakeholders Conference anticipated to be held on 4-6 October this year. Of the 1100 

delegates to be accredited, 246 shall come from political parties, 284 from Parliament and 571 from 

Civil  Society.  According to the  Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition,  observer status will  be granted to 

other civil society formations, diplomats, the judiciary as well as local and international media .  But 

there was heated debate when the clauses of the Referendum Amendment Bill were discussed: Both 
MDC formations reportedly wanted people in the Diaspora to be allowed the right to vote, while 

ZANU PF members took the position that Zimbabweans in the Diaspora should not be granted the 

right to vote.

http://www.dailynews.co.zw/newsarticle.aspx?q=d1eb3f23-53ee-4cc4-97ff-b52c0e835c7a

• As the International Day of Peace was celebrated 21 September under the theme “Sustainable 

Peace  for  a  Sustainable  Future”,  ZLHR highlighted:  “…Arbitrary  arrests,  baseless  prosecutions  and 

persecution, abuse of insult laws continue to occur. At an alarming rate, the country is witnessing impunity by State  

actors, especially the police, who engage in the antiquated practice of outsourcing torture through handing over suspects 

arrested on political reasons to Chipangano, a shadowy ZANU PF terror group”.

http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/human-rights/60971/on-international-day-of-peace.html?

utm_source=thezim&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=latestarticles
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• With  the  looming  elections,  ZANU  PF  has  allegedly  re-activated  terror  bases  known  for 

intimidating and torturing opponents. The torture bases are reportedly manned by Chipangano 

in Harare and the newly formed Al Shabab in Kwekwe. The Minister of Defence, Emerson 
Munangagwa, is alleged to be orchestrating the formation of Al Shabab and its operations. 

According to the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, other terror groups now active in Zimbabwe 

include  Top  Six  in  Chinhoyi,  Jochomondo in  Hurungwe  and  Jambanja  Marambapfungwe.
http://www.sokwanele.com/thisiszimbabwe/archives/8089

2. Reconstruction
• Zimbabwe’s  biggest  cities,  Harare  and  Chitungwiza  are  sitting  on a  time  bomb as refuse 

collection and water problems continue to trouble the two cities. Harare and Chitungwiza have 

not  had  running  water  with  most  of  its  residents  fearing  that  another  cholera  outbreak  is 

looming.  Chitungwiza  Residents  and  Ratepayers  Association  Chairperson  Arthur 
Taderera this week commented “We are still aware of the cholera outbreak that killed hundreds of people 

here and there are some pockets in the town that still has the disease. With the water cuts we are going to see  

another  outbreak  which  will  spread  like  a  veld  fire.  Council  is  insensitive  to  the  plight  of  the  people”.
http://www.dailynews.co.zw/newsarticle.aspx?q=ed441f1f-8dec-4efb-b6bf-f1014f596c8c

• The education system is seriously facing underfunding, according to the Minister of Education, 

Sports, Arts and Culture David Coltart (MDC-N). The Minister is deeply concerned this week 

said, “We are financially crippled and cannot implement any projects because of failure by Treasury to disburse 

funds. Rural Schools are mostly affected because most of our projects were supposed to be implemented there”.
http://www.thestandard.co.zw/2012/09/23/underfunding-cripples-education-ministry/

   3. Natural Resources
• The Supreme Court of Appeal in South Africa this week confirmed a decision of the High Court in 

which  SADC  Tribunals  rulings  in  favour  of  dispossessed  farmers  was  upheld.  By  this  order,  

Zimbabwean government properties in South Africa can be auctioned to offset what the farmers are 

owed for farms invaded or confiscated without compensation.
http://www.swradioafrica.com/Documents/Supreme%20Court%20Appeal%20200912.pdf
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