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Overview

1. Election Environment: - COPAC Co-Chairman: Constitutional Referendum in December or January
- NGO Reports Criticise SADC for Lack of Sustainable Strategy for Zimbabwe
- ZANU PF and Military Not Amused About Minister Chinamasa’s BBC Interview 

2.

2. Reconstruction: - Doctors Warn of Typhoid Increase
____________________________________________________________________________

1. Election Environment:
• A representative of  the Parliamentary Select Committee on the Constitution (COPAC) , 

Zimbabwe will hold the  Constitutional Referendum in December 2012 or January 2013. 

Paul Mangwana (ZANU PF), Co-Chairman of COPAC, reportedly said that a technical team 
was compiling a report on the outcome of the Second All Stakeholders Conference and 

commented: “The different views expressed by delegates need to be ironed out before going to 
Parliament for debate.  That process is what  can delay holding of the referendum.  By my own 

judgment, we can vote for the referendum at the end of December or early January”. 
http://www.newzimbabwe.com/news-9393-Copac+eyes+January+referendum/news.aspx

• The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CZC) and the Brussels based International Crisis Group 
(ICG) this  week  in  separate  reports  warned that  the  Southern  African  Development 

Community (SADC) was failing to have a sustainable strategy for Zimbabwe. The groups 

warned that  violence similar  to 2008 could re-surface.  The  ICG report  titled  Implementing 

Peace  and  Security  Architecture  (ll):  Southern  Africa says  that  “SADC’s  Intervention  in 

Madagascar and Zimbabwe has exposed the region’s limited capacity to enforce agreements it 

has brokered.” The  CZC report titled  Zimbabwe Transition Barometer notes that  “There are 
indications  that  SADC’s  key  interest  in  Zimbabwe may now merely  be  the need to  restore 
political  stability,  without  necessarily  establishing  sustainable  democracy  foundations.”
http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/zimbabwe-sadc-president-robert-mugabe-mediator-jacob-zuma/1532685.html

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/southern-africa/191-implementing-peace-and-security-architecture-ii-southern-

africa.aspx; http://www.osisa.org/hrdb/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-heading-flawed-transition
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• Justice Minister Patrick Chinamasa (ZANU PF) was reportedly summoned by his party for 
having suggested in a recent interview with the BBC that the military would not allow 
Tsvangirai to assume the presidency in case of winning the presidential election. ZANU PF 

party sources presumably indicated that the President’s office was angry over the 
Minister’s statement since it was seen as leading to an isolation of President Mugabe. 

The military reportedly initiated a damage control strategy by ensuring a media blitz 
against the Minister. An opinion piece by Tafataona Mahoso in the state-run Sunday Mail is 

seen as emanating from this blitz. In the article, Chinamasa is described as a traitor 
working with the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the MDC to sabotage 
the forthcoming elections and block the holding of general elections. The Minister himself 
reportedly claims that he had been misquoted in the interview, saying he only suggested 

the military would intervene if the winner sought to reverse the land reform programme.
http://www.sundaymail.co.zw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31793%3Azwambila-shows-real-agenda-of-

mdc&catid=58%3Atafataona-mahoso&Itemid=130; http://www.newsday.co.zw/2012/10/25/knives-out-for-chinamasa/

2. Reconstruction
• Zimbabwe Association of Doctors for  Human Rights (ZADHR) this week  warned of  a 

public health crisis as more cases of typhoid are reported. 13 such cases were newly 

reported  in  Chegutu  this  week,  bringing  the  total  to  almost  5,000  registered  so  far 
countrywide. With the onset of the rainy season, the disease is expected to affect more 
people in High Density Suburbs where water treatment is very poor or non-existent. Dr. 
Rutendo Bonde, ZADHR Chairperson, is being cited: “There needs to be a plan for permanent 
solution of water access and sanitation  or these diseases will  continue to be a threat. The local 

authorities  should  not  be going  for  good case management  when  diseases  strike,  they should  be 

focused on prevention.” Referring to the cholera crisis 2008/09 she stated: “How much more of a 
wake up call do the local authorities need? They should have learned from the cholera outbreak that 

something needed to be done about access to clean water”. 
http://www.swradioafrica.com/2012/10/25/doctors-warn-of-public-health-crisis-as-typhoid-reported-in-chegutu/

-ENDS-
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