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NHIMBE/NPAAC NEWS  

New Website for Nhimbe  
 
It’s been a long time coming, but we’re happy to launch the new-look 
Nhimbe website www.nhimbe.org. What do you think of the new website?  
Email info@nhimbe.org  
 
New Facebook Page for Zimbabwe Theatre Association 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Zimbabwe-Theatre-
Association/1420061228206397  
We invite you to like the page for regular updates on the local theatre scene.  
 
Women in Theatre (WiTLabs) Collaborates with HIFA 
 
The Nhimbe WiTLabs hosted a symposium on 27 September. The purpose of 
the symposium was to explore challenges and opportunities for women in 
theatre at local festivals, with the Harare International Festival of the Arts 
(HIFA) as a case study. Maria Wilson, the Executive Director of HIFA, 
facilitated the half day symposium. The key outcome of the symposium was 
collaboration between WiTLabs and HIFA on an international theatre 
production in 2014. We are grateful to Hivos and Culture Fund of Zimbabwe 
Trust for gracing the workshop. 
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ICUZ-NPAAC Pilot Professional Fellowship Programme 
 
The International Culture University Zimbabwe (ICUZ) in partnership with 
NPAAC has launched a pilot Professional Fellowship Programme (PFP) which 
seeks to indentify and nurture a new generation of local cultural policy 
experts and to strengthen their expertise in cultural policy discourse.   
The programme is part of a long-term strategic investment to provide the 
creative sector in Zimbabwe with the tools, capacity and expertise needed 
to foster an enabling local cultural policy environment. The PFP targets key 
areas requiring specialized technical support, developing tailor-made 
solutions that meet national needs and contexts. It is also serves to create 
exciting synergies between key leaders in civil society and to 
identify potential areas for future scale-up or action. The inaugural 
beneficiaries under the PFP are Mcgini Nyoni, whose fellowship is focusing on 
publishing the ICUZ-NPAAC Journal and NPAAC pre-National Budget creative 
civil society consultation, and Nonhlalo Dube, whose Fellowship focuses on 
Women in Theatre and Festivals. The third and final fellowship on Cultural 
Mapping and the Creative Economy for Bulawayo was awarded to Butshilo 
Nleya. Currently the PFP does not take unsolicited applications. Results will be 
assessed in early 2014 to inform future capacity-building strategies and 
activities. Nhimbe is the ICUZ Campus. 
 
SPAA Shines at Intwasa Arts Festival koBulawayo with Kolobeja 
 
The Nhimbe Schools Playwrights and Actors Academy (SPAA) premiered their 
new play Kolobeja at Bulawayo Theatre during the just ended Intwasa Arts 
Festival koBulawayo. Most school teachers who attended the play hailed it as 
a relevant educational and entertainment drama for and by children. SPAA 
received several school booking enquiries for performances during the 
current school term and early in 2014.  
 
ZITA Brings Half Empty - Half Full to Intwasa Arts Festival koBulawayo 
 
The internationally acclaimed play Half Empty - Half Full by Savanna Trust 
brought the house down during the just ended Intwasa Arts Festival. The play 
features the charismatic duo of Teddy Mangava and Tafadzwa Hananda. 
The play has been performed at Musho Festival in South Africa and HIFA 2013 
and is heading for Blantyre Arts Festival 2013.   
 
Zimbabwe Festivals Network Steering Committee Meets 
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The ZFN Steering Committee met on the sidelines of the just ended Intwasa 
Festival. Key on the agenda was membership mobilisation for the network. 
Since its inception, the ZFN has established important links with like-minded 
international festival networks. The ZFN has set the annual subscription fee at 
$30 for all festivals wishing to join the network. In order to be admitted as a 
member, festivals must submit a copy of their constitution and a copy of the 
NACZ registration along with their applications. We welcome the Protest Arts 
International Festival (PAIF) on the ZFN Steering Committee. A call for 
membership will be sent out at the end of October when the necessary 
logistics and systems are in place. The ZFN is due to meet at the end of 
October to finalise the hosting of the ZFN secretariat.  
 
Nhimbe New Board Orientation 
 
The new Nhimbe Board, chaired by Professor Lupwishi Mbuyamba, met in 
Bulawayo recently. The board enjoyed viewing the results of the Africalia 
programme at the Intwasa, Festival, which included performances by SPAA 
and Savanna Trust and the women in theatre symposium. The board made 
important resolutions on both programming and policy, which will be 
reviewed at the organisation’s annual general meeting in December, where 
some of our key partners and network personnel will be invited. 
 
Awareness Workshop on 2005 UNESCO Convention  
 
The Zimbabwe Commission for UNESCO hosted an awareness raising 
workshop on the 2005 UNESCO Convention for the protection and promotion 
of the diversity of cultural expressions. The workshop was held in Bulawayo on 
23 September. Participants were drawn from civil society, national and local 
government. Josh Nyapimbi was one of the facilitators on behalf of Nhimbe, 
which is one of the beneficiaries of the International Fund for Cultural Diversity 
and an advocate for civil society participation in the promotion of cultural 
diversity.   
 
Milestones on Civil Society Engagement with New Government 
 
 Ministry of Information, Media and Broadcasting Services’ media 

stakeholders’ consultative workshop. 
 Congratulatory message to the new Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture, 

Hon. Andrew Langa. 
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Networking and Events Diary 
 
 The Nhimbe executive director will participate at the African Creative 

Economy, to be hosted by Arterial Network in Cape Town, South Africa, 
from 6-9 October. 

 The Nhimbe executive director will participate at the 2nd International 
Conference on Transitional Justice in Zimbabwe from 10-11 October to be 
held in Johannesburg, South Africa and hosted by the Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum. 

 Nhimbe, as the convener of the NANGO Western Region Arts and Culture 
Cluster, will convene a budget consultative meeting for the NANGO 
Western Region Arts and Culture Cluster on the 9th of October 2013 at 
Amakhosi. The objectives of the meeting are to ascertain the aspirations 
of the different arts sub-sectors of the creative sector for the 2014 national 
budget and, to discuss budget priority proposals to be included in the 
2014 national budget. 

 Nhimbe, in cooperation with the National Arts Council, and with funding 
from the International Fund for Cultural Diversity, will convene a national 
workshop for leaders of arts and culture associations from 15-17 October. 

 The Zimbabwe Festivals Network Steering Committee convenes on 25 
October.  

 
GLOBAL NEWS  

Conferences  

The Idea of Creative City and the Urban Policy Debate 
 
The Department of European Studies at the Cracow University of Economics 
and the Jagiellonian Club are pleased to announce the international 
conference: The Idea of Creative City and the Urban Policy Debate to be 
held from October 17-18, 2013 in Cracow, Poland. 
The concept of “creative cities” has become popular among academics 
and policy-makers who are concerned with the future of cities. Creativity, 
creative industries and cultural resources are increasingly seen as a remedy 
for urban development in the post-industrial economy. The idea was 
developed and popularized by, among others, Charles Landry (“The Creative 
City: a toolkit for urban innovators”, 2000), Richard Florida (e.g., “Cities and 
the Creative Class”, 2005) and John Howkins (“The Creative Economy”, 2001). 
In the last decade, there have been many endeavors to put this concept 
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into practice in various parts of the world, from Europe and the United States 
to Japan. 
The deadline for POST-CONFERENCE PAPERS is November 30, 2013. For details 
on conference fee payments for speakers and registration for non-speakers 
please visit: http://creativecities.uek.krakow.pl/index.html 
 
The London Art as Cultural Diplomacy Conference 2013 - “Contemporary 
International Dialogue: Art-based Developments and Culture Shared 
between Nations” 
 
In our increasingly globalized world, the need for mutual cross-cultural 
understanding and positive international relations between countries and 
cultures has become perhaps more important than at any time before. 
However, since the need for more diverse and extensive utilization of soft 
power increases, the role and influence that art can have in bringing 
different cultures and societies together is being ever more highly recognized 
as a unique platform for international dialogue. 
The conference will explore these themes in depth by bringing a diverse and 
interdisciplinary mix of speakers, artists, experts and practitioners from around 
the globe to discuss the historical and contemporary uses of art as cultural 
diplomacy. For more information 
visit:http://www.culturaldiplomacy.de/index.php?en_application-
form_conferences 
 
National Innovation Summit for Arts and Culture 
October 20 - 23 | Denver & Online 
 
The National Innovation Summit for Arts & Culture will bring together arts 
leaders from around the world for a high-profile event exploring the 
challenges, discoveries, and achievements of daring to depart from 
traditional approaches. http://artsfwd.org/summit/ 
 
MAX Atria @ Singapore EXPO • 23-26 October 2013 
 
Musiclearninglive!Asia is all about participation and practical, hands-on 
involvement. Think of it as a festival rather than a conference – immerse 
yourself in an amazingly rich programme and put what you have learned to 
use immediately with your pupils and colleagues. 
 Over 220 workshops, demonstrations, discussions and performances led by 

a world-class team 
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 Opportunities to meet and network with educators from 26 different 
countries 

 Wide range of musical genres (world, classical, rock, pop and, jazz) and 
conference stands (including 21st century music school, Piano focus, 
Music technology, Kodály and Orff) 

 Music Expo featuring the latest products and resources 
http://musiclearninglive.asia/ 
 
 

RESIDENCIES 

ARThinkSouthAsia Fellowship 
 
Deadline: 15 November 2013 
We welcome applications from practitioners working across a wide range of 
creative and cultural activity, as well as from those who are working outside it 
who demonstrate knowledge, understanding and passion for culture. Artists 
and persons with unconventional careers and experiences are also invited to 
apply. 
  
Each participant is required to apply with an ongoing project. The residential 
course is oriented to effective management and growth of arts organisations. 
The applicant's proposal should highlight the needs of his/her 
organisation/project for building an efficient and sustainable arts 
organisation. The applicants are encouraged to describe the project in as 
much detail as possible to allow for an understanding of the scope of the 
project and skills they need to develop for its successful implementation. 
Curatorial and research projects are not applicable for this fellowship. 
http://www.arthinksouthasia.org/applications-fellowship-2014-15-deadline-15-
nov-2013-apply-now 
 
Artist Residence in France – “le CouveNt” Deadline - 18 October 2013 
 
Applications are accepted for Artist Residence in France – “le CouveNt” 
Programme. The objective of this programme is to promote contemporary 
artistic practices and the exchange between artists and co-creation projects 
that connect different creative processes. 
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Areas Covered- 
 Art Residencies & Workshops 
 Musical Performance Coaching Sessions 
 Concerts, Exhibits & Performances. 
 Sound Recording Sessions 
Benefits 
 The “CouveNt” can provide lodging for up to 20 people and working 

space for up to 5 visual artists at the same time. 
 The “CouveNt” also organizes Open Studio events, for the public to 

witness the creative process and work in progress of the artists in 
residence. The purpose is to provide the forum for communication and 
exchange of ideas. 

 Le CouveNt works with a large network of local professional artists (arts 
advisory committee) and technicians (sound, lighting) and it is recognized 
as the regional culture & arts reference. 

 Le ConveNt is also equipped with Wi-Fi and ethernet internet access. 
Computers (Mac OS X / Windows / Linux) are also available on demand. 

 
Documents required 
 an up-to-date CV 
 a residency proposal and its specific technical requirements – equipment, 

tools, support & working space features 
 details about duration and desired period 
 information whether applicant is in contact with funding bodies or if they 

applied to grant programmes to cover the residency fees and travel costs 
 any further information which might be relevant 
 
http://www.fundsforngos.org/culture-2/artist-residence-france-le-couvent/ 
 
Resources 

The Social and Economic Value of Cultural Heritage: Literature Review 
 
In early 2013, the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Education 
and Culture (DG EAC) asked the EENC to prepare a review of recent 
academic literature and research reports addressing the social and 
economic value of cultural heritage. 
The resulting document, which includes an analysis of 87 publications, should 
contribute to the implementation of activities in the context of the European 
Agenda for Culture, as well as the recognition of the potential role of cultural 
heritage for the achievement of the Europe 2020 strategy, the EU’s mid-term 
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plan to foster smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. A final chapter 
summarises the main findings and presents some conclusions, as regards the 
areas of impact observed, the policy relevance, the methodologies used 
and the research and documentation needs identified. 
http://www.eenc.info/news/the-social-and-economic-value-of-cultural-heritage-literature-review/ 

 

 Opportunities  

RESEARCHER WANTED 

Research Position in Shona Linguistics and Literature 

The Department of African Studies at the Humboldt University, Berlin, is 
offering a part-time research position (26 hours/week for a 65% appointment) 
in the research project, “Changing Patterns in the Shona Novel from 
Zimbabwe – A Linguistic Literary Analysis“, under the directorship of Prof. Dr. 
Flora Veit-Wild. The position will start on March 1st, 2014 and last until April 30th, 
2016.(For more information on the project please  go to http://www.iaaw.hu-
berlin.de/afrika/literatur-und-kultur/projekte/) 

The appointment is associated with high-quality research and entails the 
following 

Responsibilities: 

 linguistic annotation of Shona literary texts with the linguistic 
software Toolbox 

 to conduct literature and database searches 

 to carry out research and produce publications 

 to present research findings at conferences and workshops 

Conditions for successful applications are as follows: 

 first-language Shona proficiency 

 Masters Degree in African Linguistics and/or Literature 

 advanced computer skills 

 preferably, experience with linguistic computer programmes, such as 
Toolbox, PRAAT 
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Please send your applications, including CV, cover letter and a photograph, 
via email attachment to flora.veit-wild@rz.hu-berlin.de by 31 October 2013 

Call for artists 

In preparation for an upcoming exhibition featuring women artists looking at 
questions of gender, body and other female narratives, we are inviting 
women artists to apply for a creative workshop leading to a commission and 
participation at the European showcase of the exhibition "La Parole aux 
Femmes" (Women Speak Out), premiered at Galerie le Manège, Dakar, in 
2011. 

This call is open to African artists aged 30 maximum, residing in Africa and 
available in January 2014. Interested artists may send their portfolio, all 
medium considered, with their biography, CV and statement by email to 
eyonartmail@gmail.com with the reference “Women Speak Out”, in jpeg 
and PDF format, or internet link for videos. Submissions by post can be sent to: 

Christine Eyene 
Centre for Contemporary Art 
c/o Victoria Building 
University of Central Lancashire 
Preston PR1 2HE 
United Kingdom 
 
Deadline: 25 October 2013 
For further information please contact eyonartmail@gmail.com  indicating 
“Atelier 2014” in the subject line. 

Call for research and case studies on gender equality and culture 

As part of our commitment to gender equality, UNESCO is preparing the first 
Report on Gender Equality and Culture. The Report, to be published at the 
end of 2013, aims to provide decision-makers, governments and civil society 
with the first global evidence-based resource to better understand the 
gender gaps, challenges and opportunities of culture, and to inform future 
policy-making in this field. The Report will bring together the latest research on 
gender issues related to the fields of creativity and heritage, and provide the 
first UNESCO assessment of the opportunities for women and men to 
participate in, contribute to and access cultural life. From a policy 
perspective, these opportunities to take part in cultural life, which is a cultural 
right and as such, an integral part of human rights, are increasingly seen as 
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important vectors for social inclusion, empowerment, inclusive economies 
and job creation.  

One of the key expected outcomes of the Report is the compilation and 
centralization of existing research, policies, field case studies and data 
related to gender equality and women's empowerment in the fields of 
creativity and heritage. For this reason, UNESCO would like to include field 
experiences and research (including indicators) from NGOs, research 
institutes and associations, which could inform and feature in the Report.  

If you are interested in sharing your organization's field research, case studies 
and data (and any other relevant information) and taking part in this new 
UNESCO initiative, please send an email to Ms Penelope Keenan 
(p.keenan@unesco.org) for more information. 

http://www.ifacca.org/international_news/2013/08/30/call-research-and-case-studies-gender-equality-and/ 

 

Nhimbe is supported by 
            
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


