
  

Activity Update: Public meeting: An Analysis of the Electoral Amendment 
Bill 

  

The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) held a public meeting on the Analysis of the 
Electoral Amendment Bill at the New Ambassador Hotel in Harare on the 10th of April. 

Panelists for the meeting were Tsitsi Mhlanga Women in Politics Support Unit 
(WiPSU), Tawanda Chimhini of Election Resource Centre (ERC), Douglas Mwonzora of the 

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T), Goodwills Masimirembwa representing Zimbabwe 
African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) and Madock Chivasa of the National 

Constitutional Assembly (NCA). 
  
There were a number of deliberations on the pros and cons of the Bill from the panel and the 

teeming crowd that attended the public meeting. Below are some highlights from the meeting: 
  

i.             Tawanda Chimhini (ERC) 

The key observations from the speaker are listed below: 

o Parliament must ensure that the public and all interested stakeholders are given 

adequate time to input and analyze the Bill through a public consultation process. 

o The Electoral Bill places the Zimbabwe Election Commission (ZEC) under the control 

of the Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs. Section 235 of the 

Constitution emphasises on the Independence of Commissions including ZEC. 

o Government must abide by the provision in the Constitution Section 157 (4) that 

states that ZEC has to be consulted for any amendments to the Electoral Law. 

o ZEC must take full responsibility of the Voters registration and maintenance of the 

voters’ rolls according to Section 239 (a). 

o As we move forward, effort is made to build strong systems regarding elections in 

Zimbabwe beginning with the Electoral Bill 

o The definition of voter education is too vague, it is important for the Bill to clarify and 

address that issue. 

  

ii.           Madock Chivasa (NCA) 

The speaker gleaned the following highlights: 

o The Bill does not address critical issues that will make the smooth running of the next 

election. The Bill should regulate how campaigns will be carried out and at the onset 

should remove the Public Order Security Act (POSA) and other restrictive and 



undemocratic clauses that limit political parties and individual freedoms. 

o There is need for a legal redress system that deals with election petitions and cases 

o Voter registration slips must have a life span, it is surprising that almost a year after 

the elections there are people still using the slips. 

o ZEC’s independence must be further strengthened and the commission must be given 

autonomy to fundraise on its own while the influence of the Executive must be 

limited. 

o Zimbabweans living in the Diaspora must be allowed to vote, other countries such as 

Zambia and Mozambique afford their citizens in the diaspora to vote and Zimbabwe 

must do the same. 

iii.         Douglas Mwonzora (MDC-T) 

o The Bill is departing from democratic principles and a serious departure from the 

constitutional values. 

o The agreement is that Public hearings are fundamental hence parliament has acceded 

to the need for Public hearings to be undertaken so that citizens can input into the 

Bill.  

o The Electoral Bill must provide the principles for democratic elections and clearly spell 

out the role of CSOs in promoting peaceful activities. 

o The security sector must not interfere in civilian process especially elections. 

iv.         Tsitsi Mhlanga (WiPSU) 

o Equal opportunities and representation for women and men in all political processes 

must be upheld. 

o Section 17 of the Constitution on Gender Equality must be entrenched to ensure that 

it is treated as a feature not as a once off activity. 

o The candidates’ list and nomination forms must be signed by the women’s wings of 

the parties. 

o She further elaborated on the need to “expressly protect women’s right to vote and be 

voted 

o The registration of voters has to be moved to ZEC and it should be safeguarded to 



make sure that women are not disenfranchised in any way. 

v.           Goodwills Masimirembwa (ZANU PF) 

o The commission has always been funded from the Consolidated Revenue Fund and its 

clear this maintains the independence of the commission. 

o Zanu PF is generally happy with the Bill as it is in compliance with the constitution 

o The Parliamentary Legal Committee (PLC) should have flagged out the 

unconstitutional clauses in the Bill if they were any 

o The speaker recognized that Parliament acceded to the need for Public hearings as 

petitioned by civil society organizations. 

o On the issue of the diaspora vote, it is important to look at the fourth schedule of the 

constitution which has provisions requiring proof of residential address and how that 

then impacts on the diaspora vote where one cannot produce proof of address. 

Conclusion 

The public meeting brought together various speakers from civic society and political parties 

who shared their views on the Electoral Amendment Bill. One of the important points that came 
out was the need for all interested stakeholders to be given an opportunity to input and 
scrutinize the Bill through the public consultation process. 

  

 
 

 


