
Family migration – announcement from UKBA – 12 June 2012 
  
In July last year, the Government published a consultation document on family migration. That 
document set out proposals to reduce burdens on the taxpayer, promote integration and tackle 
abuse. Today we are setting out the measures we intend to introduce following the consultation. 
These changes follow reforms already made to the work and student routes, completing our 
commitment to review all the major immigration routes to the UK.  
 
People have a right to respect for private and family life under ECHR Article 8, but it is not an 
absolute right, and it is legitimate for the Government to interfere with the exercise of that right 
where it is in the public interest to do so. New rules we are introducing strike the correct balance, 
making clear when the public interest in preventing someone from entering or remaining in the 
UK should outweigh individual rights to family and private life. These new rules will safeguard the 
economic well-being of the UK by controlling immigration and protect the public from foreign 
criminals. 
 
We are introducing clear criteria to protect the public from foreign criminals who try to hide behind 
family life as a reason to stay here. 
  
In addition, we will only allow migrants to come or remain if they can support themselves 
financially, and that the partner is able to integrate into British society. 

  
Our overall approach will ensure that there is a clear focus on whether a relationship is genuine, 
that the sponsor can properly support their partner and any dependents financially, and that the 
partner is able to integrate into British society. 

  
The key changes we will make are: 
 

• A minimum income threshold of £18,600 for those who wish to sponsor the settlement of 
a spouse or partner in the UK. A higher threshold will be required for the additional 
sponsorship of migrant children under the age of 18: £22,400 for one child and an 
additional £2,400 for each further child sponsored before the migrant parent reaches 
settlement. 

• Only in exceptional circumstances will the public interest in the deportation of foreign 
criminals sentenced to at least four years be outweighed by other factors. Those with 
lesser sentences will normally be deported, unless they have a child and it is not 
reasonable for that child to leave the UK with the parent, or the child cannot be cared for 
by other family members in the UK, or they have been in the UK lawfully for at least 15 
years and there are insurmountable obstacles to continuing family life with their partner 
overseas. 

• Increasing the minimum probationary period from two years to five years before non-EEA 
spouses and partners can apply for settlement. 

• Abolishing immediate settlement for migrant spouses and partners where the couple 
have been living together overseas for at least four years. They will need to complete a 
five-year probationary period in the UK for settlement. 

• Adult dependent relatives will only be able to apply to settle in the UK from overseas and 
will be required to demonstrate that, as a result of age, illness or disability, they require a 
level of long-term personal care that can only be provided in the UK by their relative here 
and without recourse to public funds. 



• From October 2013, all applicants for settlement will be required to pass the Life in the 
UK test and present an English language speaking and listening qualification at B1 level 
or above, unless they are exempt. 

• The Crime and Courts Bill was published on 11 May and included provision to remove 
the full right of appeal for family visit visas. In the interim regulations will be laid before 
Parliament shortly to remove the full right of appeal from those applying to visit their 
cousin, uncle, aunt, niece or nephew, or a relative who does not have settled, refugee or 
humanitarian protection status. 

Compliance with the Rules will now be rewarded. A non-EEA applicant in the UK who does not 
meet all the requirements of the five-year route, but has a legal basis to remain here under Article 
8, such as where a child's best interests so require, will be granted leave under the Rules on a 
10-year path to settlement. The current Rule allowing a person here unlawfully to qualify for 
settlement after 14 years will be abolished. A person will generally have to be in the UK for 
a minimum of 20 years before they can apply to remain here, on a 10-year route to 
settlement from that point, on the basis of the Article 8 right to respect for private life. 
  
The new Rules will take effect from 9 July 2012, following a debate in Parliament. A statement 
of intent will be published on the Home Office website setting out in detail the planned 
requirements of the new Immigration Rules as well as a summary of the responses to the public 
consultation. Changes to the Immigration Rules for family migration to the UK for those of non-
European Economic Area (non-EEA) nationality will be laid before Parliament shortly. An 
economic impact assessment of those requirements, a policy equality statement and a summary 
of the responses to the public consultation will also be published shortly.  
  
A person who has been granted or has applied for leave on the family route before 9 July 2012 
will remain subject to the rules in force prior to that date. 
  
As a result of these changes I am confident we shall see higher quality family migration, with 
reduced burdens on the State, better integration of migrants and enhanced public confidence in 
the ability of the system to deport foreign criminals. Those with a genuine family life claim will 
have their rights fully protected, and clearly set out in the Immigration Rules for the first time. 
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