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The Zimbabwe Association,
in the beginning…
The Zimbabwe Association (ZA) formed in 2001 as a
response to the urgent needs of Zimbabweans arriving
in the UK. Upon arrival they were facing a daunting and
complex asylum process and many were traumatised
and in fear.
Since then the ZA has formalised into a membership
based organisation and registered as a charity in 2006.
The ZA promotes the fundamental human rights and
welfare of all Zimbabweans regardless of political
opinion, race, tribe, gender, age, religion or sexual
orientation.
The ZA continues the work it started in 2001, accurately
sign posting to competent legal advice and supporting
those in detention. Work since this time has also
expanded to include,
Lobbying and Campaigns; ZA Newsletters; Drop In
Centres; Media work; Research; Transitional Justice;
International work; Training
Since 2001 the ZA has stayed true to its core principle:

to be the voice of the
membership, run by members,
for members

Welcome to all from the ZA Board
Dear Members, Trustees, Members of the Advisory Committee and all supporters and friends of the
Zimbabwe Association.
In 2011, we celebrated our 10th anniversary in a time of transition for the Zimbabwe Association. We had
a clear programme of activities for the next 12 months, but none of us were quite sure where it was all
going to end up.
One year on, with much hard work by staff, members and volunteers behind us, the ZA is much clearer
about the road ahead. Our annual report sets out some exciting plans and inspiring goals for the next
three years. I would like to thank everyone who has travelled with us so far, rising to the new
opportunities and challenges with imagination, energy and verve.
What is the basis of our confidence?
First, our drop-in centres in Birmingham, Leicester and Manchester have responded magnificently to our
request that they reorganise themselves into independent, self-sufficient local groups This is a tall
order, and will take time and patience. But each group is developing its own activities and areas of
expertise, while remaining linked to the ZA and to each other.
Secondly, our initiatives in the fields of culture and heritage, including Zimbabwe Unwound, older
members project and craft workshops, have tapped into unmet needs and enthusiasms and are
contributing to Zimbabwean cultural vitality and diversity.
Thirdly - one of the highlights of the year - the Zimbabwe Association made its first visit back to
Zimbabwe to share stories, reconnect and develop partnerships. Our experiences pointed to an ongoing
role for the ZA in healing wounds and rebuilding lives.
I believe that the ZA has shown itself capable not only of adapting to the challenges of the times, but of
being a pioneer and an innovator while retaining its integrity as an organisation of the grassroots.
Finding new ways to solve problems, while defending the values of a tolerant, inclusive society, are
skills to treasure. Thank you to all our members and supporters who share our vision and are helping to
light the way for Zimbabweans in the UK.
Alan Wilkinson
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Membership Support
I’m really happy with
the work the
Zimbabwe
Association is doing
and I always find the
website and updates
so informative and
helpful.
Keep up the good
work!!

Over the last 12 months membership support has continued to be a core
element of ZA’s work. The advice line is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The office move has seen great benefits as the increase in space has meant
we are now able to encourage visits from our members (Open Tuesdays)
and hold craft workshops.
Visits vary from individuals looking for specific support but include using
the space as a community area for members to drop by, meet each other,
access latest news or information and make friends.

OPEN TUESDAYS
The ZA office aims to
be open on Tuesdays
for members to drop in
and catch up on the
latest news from
Zimbabwe; meet other
members; make use of
the office facilities;
brush up on computer
skills; discuss
volunteering
opportunities; plan
projects; use the ZA
library

We have also been able to make better use of volunteers during 2012.
Volunteers have been key in helping with the 2012 programme of cultural
events.

Sharing information
Making a
difference:

The newsletter has continued to be a popular and effective way to share news and
updates through the community, with successful quarterly editions.

Food and
toiletries to
people in need

Legal updates; Detention Updates; Community News and Stories; News from
Zimbabwe; Poems and Creative Writing

Linking up
Florence and
children

The website has been regularly updated and further expanded. ZA also has a
popular Facebook page.

Rose rang to say she was now on a course we’d advertised and to thank us so much as it is making such a difference to her life
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ZA Drop In Centres –
A promising future
In 2009 with the vision and dedication of Stella, ZA opened its first drop in centre in Islington,
London. The aim of the drop in was to provide comfort, support and information. The drop in
soon proved popular and was a successful working model with Drop Ins opening in
Birmingham, Manchester and Leicester. All the drop ins have grown, developed strong local
support and partnerships and dedicated members willing to run them. It was decided in 2011
that drop ins should become independent, locally managed groups. A special category of ZA
membership has been created to represent their ongoing relationship with the ZA. The central
office provides support, refers potential speakers and circulates updates of relevant issues
while the drop ins continue to highlight on the ground issues being faced by ZA members.

Birmingham
Continues to be a vital point of support for members in the area, with regular
attendance. Food share and distribution, plus craft activities take place.

Manchester - ZAM
Zimbabwe Association Manchester (ZAM) was founded as a local group on 5 May 2012 to focus on needs of
Zimbabweans living in poverty in Manchester and for community development. It was agreed that there should
be monthly meetings for members and the committee would meet fortnightly at a free venue.
The proposed Constitution was adopted and membership fees agreed; ZAM will work with Manchester Refugee
Support Network (MRSN) who have offered free space for meetings
Committee elected as follows:
Chairperson – Patrick Sibanda, Secretary – Linda Zvabva, Treasurer – Delina Bure
Committee members: Perkins Chauruka, Thomas Date, Tongai Kapinga, Allen Madombwe

22 September
ZAM hosted a gathering of Zimbabweans from Birmingham, Leicester
and London groups.
Issues included: Draft letter of Agreement for local group ZA
membership; education and food distribution; purpose and history of
Drop Ins; links with churches; leadership.
ZA Regional and National working was discussed and it was agreed that
Trust, Transparency and Cooperation were needed to work in harmony.
The meeting was marked by lively participation from all members.

Coming
together in
the North;
real spirit
of unity

Leicester – ZAS (Zimbabwe Action Solidarity)
2012
Highlights
ZA Choir sings
for Queen
Pelagia
Zigangwe
Hungwe
receives award
for
“inspirational
community
work”
ZAS wins
Diamond Jubilee
award

Leicester has had an incredibly busy 12 months and has successfully established itself as a key
support group in the Leicester area. ZAS provides a fortnightly service with support and a traditional hot
meal and opportunities to meet others.
ZAS:
•Is a united group which participates in local community events
•raises awareness on issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers
•runs and takes part in local projects alongside other groups
•meets welfare needs by providing local, grassroots support
• signposts to other local organisations for assistance and support

Members News 2012
Luka Phiri became a British citizen as did many other members
including Violet Moyo
Advisory Committee member Delina Mutyambizi was one of
numerous ZA members who got status this year
Israel M was finally granted permission to work

Khuluza Mlotshwa and Emma got married
Lister Manjeya graduated
Patron Professor Terry Ranger was visited by ZA members and
thanked for all that he and his wife, Shelagh, have done for
Zimbabweans over the years

During 2012 we lost a
very dear friend:
Brother Bernard. He
was with us from the
start and we miss him
greatly.
Brother Bernard
gave comfort and
support to many
despairing detainees.
His generous spirit
and kindness helped
us all.

2011-12 - A year of culture
Zimbabwe
Unwound
• Cultural and
social events
•Political and socioeconomic forums
and debates
•Links between
diaspora groups
and community
groups back home
•Community
development in UK

After reflection and feedback during 2010-11 and listening to the membership it was recognised
that there was a need and desire for more cultural events. During the last year we have begun a
programme of events under the title of ‘Zimbabwe Unwound’ open to all our membership.
Zimbabwe Unwound aims to create tolerant, non partisan and empowering platforms for
Zimbabwean refugees and exiles.
We look forward to expanding the programme of events to ZA-linked drop ins throughout UK.

Cultural Programme:
Over 60 people came to a
screening of new film:
Robert Mugabe: What
Happened? This was
followed by a panel
discussion with the film’s
director Simon Bright.

Zimbabwe@32 - Reflections on Independence
15 people met at Oxford House to reflect on what
Independence meant to them:
•Independence without freedom means nothing
•People have self-censored, feel they have no right to speak
•Followers have a right and a responsibility to speak out
• It’s up to us to choose, but if we don’t choose carefully we end up
in the same situation
• Scared by the lack of accountability between Zimbabweans;
Move away from the cult of the personality
•If we are to be agents of change, we have to change ourselves
•We need to revisit history and rediscover who Zimbabweans are
as a people

26 June

26 June 2012
The Zimbabwe Association and
Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO
Forum hosted an event in the
Chapel at Oxford House in
commemoration of the UN day
in Support of Torture Victims.
Dewa Mavhinga, the Regional
Co-ordinator of Crisis in
Zimbabwe Coalition talked on the
situation on the ground in
Zimbabwe and the region. He
also focussed on the prospects
and challenges to the resolution
of the political and humanitarian
crisis that has gripped Zimbabwe
for over a decade now.
The talk was followed by a lively
question and answer session.

‘We

wish to take this
day to reflect
on the lives of those
who have suffered
and/or lost their lives
in the pursuit of a
just world while also
highlighting the
continued
incidences of
Torture’:

60+ A new ZA social group for older members
2012 saw the start of a new well-being activities programme. There have been trips to
parliament, the theatre, a photo exhibition plus lunch club and craft workshops.
At the Craft Workshops (led by Marsha) impressive skills have been demonstrated by those
involved and amazing knitting and crochet is the result. Some very speedy knitters! Plans are
underway to start a craft collective and sell some of the scarves and headbands. Visiting
photographer Liz Hingley took some smashing pics of the fabulous knit wear!

2 x Theatre trips
1 x Exhibition
1 x visit to
Parliament
6 craft workshops
attended by 23
people

Thanks to the St
Katharine and
Shadwell Trust
for funding the
activities
programme

Zimbabwe visit: Sharing Stories
ZA coordinator Sarah Harland, Trustee Margaret Ling and Advisory
Committee Member Patrick Sibanda visited Zimbabwe for 10 days
during the summer. The visit was very informative and has given the
ZA real insight of what is happening at a grassroots level in Zimbabwe.
A full report has been written and is available from the office or please
visit the ZA website.

ZA visited:

Bulawayo

“Things are tough but
people are still doing
stuff”

Shamva

We had in-depth
discussions with
over 120 people
from many
organisations

Mabvuka

Harare

Gweru

Harare
Bulawayo
Gweru
Mabvuka
Mbare
Mvurwi
Shamva

ZA is helping
with the school
fees for 35
children from
Mabvuka
Thank you for the
support of the
Scurrah Wainwright
Trust which made the
visit possible.

Legal Updates
10 October 2012
Case CM Zimbabwe was heard by Judges Blake, Lane and Campbell of the Upper Tier Tribunal from 2
October to 5 October at Field House, London. The ruling is expected in early to mid November. The
Judges will decide whether CM should be designated as Country Guidance.

People granted
DLR under
settlement should
ask legal reps
whether they can
apply for ILR

25 July 2012
In the case of RT (Zimbabwe) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2012] UKSC 38 the Supreme
Court has today held that asylum seekers cannot be expected to lie or dissemble in order to achieve
safety in their own country. This principle applies equally to a committed political activist and to a
person with no politician convictions: neither can be expected to lie.
13 June 2012
The appeal against Country Guidance EM & Others has been allowed and EM has been quashed. See
ruling JG, CM (Zimbabwe)- order and statement of reasons
There will be another Country Guidance hearing at the Upper Tribunal likely to take place towards the end
of the year. (RN can be relied on until this new case has been heard and ruled on.)

Issues of Concern during 2012-2013:
“Society is wrong
when it is just
based on
Economic Issues”
Louise Zanre

New Family Migration Rules affecting Article 8 and those with ILR on settlement grounds:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Genuine relationships – rises from 2 years to 5 years (probationary)
Sponsor – are they able to support themselves without recourse to public funds? (People would need
to earn £18,000 plus and be richer than 40% of the UK population to qualify for family reunion.)
Integration into UK life – Life in UK test plus English exams (even for Australians)
No right of appeal against refusal of visa for family visits
14 year rule overturned; have to be here for 20 years to get ILR

Detention:
We have been able to provide phone line and visitor support to Zimbabweans in detention. Contact and
support has been given to c. 75 detainees over the last year. Volunteers have made regular visits to Yarls
Wood and other detention centres. Detention briefings share ZA’s information on the situation re
Zimbabwean detainees and removals via the ZA website.
Media and Public Speaking:
ZA members and representatives have spoken at key events over the last 12 months including: Redress,
STAR Conference, UCL talks to migration studies students, Lewisham Churches AGM
Interviews, articles and discussions have taken place with: The Zimbabwean, The Independent,
SWRadioAFrica, Blast TV, journalists Kirsty Whalley, Jenny Cuffe, Alice Russell, Whatlarks TV, UCL film
crew, Will Fitzgibbon TBIJ, and photographer Liz Hingley
Parliamentary and Political lobbying meetings:
Deborah Bronnert, UK ambassador to Zimbabwe, FCO
Zimbabwe Europe Network AGM (Speaker: Minister for Africa: Henry Bellingham)
Lisa Stadelbauer, Canadian ambassador to Zimbabwe, Chatham House
Reengaging Africa – Commonwealth Club
David Colthard, Minister of Education and Culture (Zimbabwe)
APPG Refugees House of Commons
Zimbabwe Diaspora Focus Group (ZDFG)
During 2012 ZA continued to head the Asylum and Immigration portfolio of the ZDFG. The ZDFG was
established by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) in January 2010. It meets on a quarterly basis
with the FCO to discuss key issues affecting the Zimbabwean community in the UK. The ZDFG reports
back to the wider Zimbabwean community at public meetings and through individual member organisations.
Events and Networking:
Events attended by ZA in the last 12 months include: Redress 20th Anniversary: Juan Mendez UN Special
Rapporteur; Royal Commonwealth Society: Local Voices, Local Change; Launch of Transitional Justice
Report, Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum; Churches Conference; IPPR – Ed Miliband Immigration
speech, BZS Research Day, ZANE, Simba Makoni speaking at SOAS

ZA team at ZEN
Paris meeting with
members of
Zimbabwean civil
society

How did we do – 12 months on
The ZA has faced many changes and different challenges during 2011-12 but it has been an
exciting year with a range of new activities.
Our five key areas of work for 2011 to 2012 were:
•

Core work

Core areas of work continued in 2011-12 including signposting to competent legal advice and
supporting those in detention, combined with adding value to sector lobbying, campaigning and
media work. Despite a reduction in case numbers they are proving more complex; ZA has
devoted more time to each.
•

Self-supporting Drop In Centres

Assisting the development of ZA Drop In Centres towards becoming independent local groups;
Workshops have brought together members from different groups in order to share
experiences and learn from each other.
•

Partnerships in UK and Zimbabwe

A visit to Zimbabwe took place to meet new partners and build on existing relationships. We have
deepened and strengthened working relationships with UK partners.
•

Community support, culture and heritage

A range of cultural activities have taken place under the Zimbabwe Unwound programme; 60+ a
new social activities programme has been set up including craft workshops.
•

Research

Documenting and archiving the work of the last decade has continued; efforts have been made to
secure a long-term home for the ZA archive

The year ahead
The ZA areas of focus for 2012 to 2013 are:
Core work
Core areas of work will continue in 2012-13 including signposting to competent legal advice
and supporting those in detention and the destitute. We also aim:
• to complete work on outstanding legacy cases
• to continue and develop work around healing and well-being
Self-Supporting Drop In Centres
• to continue support for the move to self-sufficiency
• to develop as an information hub for a network of local ZA groups
Partnerships in UK and Zimbabwe
• to enable the most vulnerable, hurt sectors of the diaspora to re-connect and re-engage with
Zimbabwe
• to provide an interface for skills matching and exchange
• to contribute to lobbying and advocacy aimed at more imaginative and effective support for
returning refugees
Community support, culture and heritage
• to enable Zimbabweans to gather together, connect, find identity, build skills and confidence,
achieve well-being
• to expand on Zimbabwe Unwound cultural programme and 60 + social activity project
Research
• to capture the story of refugees’ 10 year journey through the asylum process
• to complete outstanding legacy projects over the next 3 years

Financial Year 2011-12
The following grants were received during 2011-12: a substantial grant from the Sigrid Rausing Trust,
Canon Collins Trust, St Katharine and Shadwell Trust, London Churches Refugee Fund, Helen
Tetlow Fund, Lipman-Miliband Trust and other sources, including generous donations from
individuals.
The management of financial resources continues to be done through SAGE software. The Trustees
have expanded the operational budget and planning for 2012-13 to reflect the increase in ZA’s
activities.
Sigrid Rausing Trust has continued to be our main funder and we very much appreciate the support
they have given us particularly in a time of transition.

Trustees
Alan Wilkinson – Chair
Margaret Ling – Company Secretary
Tim Finch
Rejoice Farai Mahwada
Ranga Makanda (retired due to ill health)
JoAnn McGregor
Edith Nenohwe (2007-2012)
Sinead Parsons
Office
Coordinator: Sarah Harland
Community Development: Stella Maravanyika
Cultural: Phillip Chikwiramakomo
Bookkeeping: Albert Herskovits

Advisory Committee
Patson Muzuwa
Luka Phiri
Mary Matambanadzo
Thomas Date
Sarah Harland
Stella Maravanyika
Delina Mutyambizi
Patrick Sibanda
Pelagia Zigangwe

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 26th June 2012

Incoming Resources

Unrestricted

Restricted

Total

Total

Funds

Funds

Funds

Funds

2011-2012

2010-2011

£

£

£

£

400

27,715

28,115

37,950

7,754

0

7,754

12,140

545

0

545

1,396

Note

Voluntary Income - Grants
Voluntary Income - Donations
Investment, recharges and other income
Charitable activities
Total Incoming Resources

0

0

0

230

8,699

27,715

36,414

51,716

8,484

22,824

31,308

55,334

818

0

818

1,198

9,302

22,824

32,126

56,532

-603

4,891

4,288

-4,816

513

0

513

508

Resources Expended
Charitable activities
Governance costs
Total Resources Expended
Net Incoming/(Outgoing) Resources

Fixed Assets
Current Assets
Debtors

124

0

124

131

Prepaid Rent

3,808

0

3,808

1092

Cash at bank

12,951

34,565

47,516

46,961

Total Current Assets

16,883

34,565

51,448

48,184

974

0

974

1,880

Creditors:
Amounts falling due within one year
Net Current Assets

15,909

34,565

50,474

46,304

Total Assets less Current Liabilities

16,422

34,565

50,987

46,812

16,422

6,388

34,565

34,565

40,424

34,565

50,987

46,812

Funds of the Charity
Unrestricted funds

16,422

Restricted funds (includes Legacy sum of £28,050)
Total Funds

16,422

The Zimbabwe Association (ZA) is a charity and membership organisation
which supports Zimbabwean asylum seekers and refugees in the United
Kingdom. We work to ensure they have access to fair legal representation and
accurate information throughout the asylum process. Our aims include utilising
and developing members’ skills, accessing education and enabling
Zimbabweans to be heard.

Contact details:
Zimbabwe Association
Oxford House
Derbyshire Street
London
E2 6HG
Tel: 0207 739 8226
info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
www.zimbabweassociation.org.uk
Registered charity no: 1115466
Company no: 04132213

