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Hello and welcome to this issue of SERCO. We aim to do 
more than just celebrate the fashion and culture of the 
UK’s asylum seekers: we want to reach out and engage 
with the wider British public. When most people think of 
the asylum system, SERCO is one of the first words on their 
lips, but we want to be inside your mouths when you think 
of high fashion and inter-cultural dialogue too!

This issue we’re focussing on the UK-Zimbabwean community – 
both those in the asylum system and regular migrants, as well as 
family and friends. We’ve got several regular features from a Zim-
babwean perspective – such as choice reviews of  UK detention cen-
tres, a How To Spend It guide to Azure cards, and a food section 
showing alternative recipes for sadza using stuff  they sell in UK 
supermarkets. We also have a few special features: Made In Eng-
land, our UK-Zimbabwean fashion and lifestyle focus, and a piece 
looking back at the dress-making group started by Sally Mugabe 
during the decade that she spent in the UK. 

Everyone knows being an asylum seeker isn’t all plain sailing. 
Whether it’s being denied the right to work by the government, or 
being denied human dignity by private detention centre contrac-
tors, life can be tough. But when G4S executives can receive £1mil-
lion each (plus shares) and yet dress so terribly, it’s the least we can 
do to look so good on £35 a week. Think of  it as a public service. 
Anyway, enough from us! Sit back on your sofa, dormitory bunk or 
wherever you are, and escape with this issue of  SERCO: fashion so 
good, the government wants to deport it!
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ENGLAND
inMADE

1
Bead necklace: Primark
Tie dye Dress: Basilia Busy Bee Crafts
High heels: Primark 
Homemade bead bag and coloured straw bag: Basilia Busy Bee 
Crafts with materials from Raffia department store, Zimbabwe
Homemade wooden beads:
Necklace adapted from beaded car seats sourced at a Zimbabwean 
market
Mutsvairo sweeping brushes: Danhiko’s Craft Centre, Zimbabwe

2
Traditional Dress: Models own from Zimbabwe 
Teak wood earrings: Chegutu Craft Centre, Zimbabwe 
Mealie meal: Iwisa African shop, Woolwich London
 

3
Crochet earrings: Basilia Busy Bee Crafts
Knitted poncho: Basilia Busy Bee Crafts
Leggings: H&M
Canvas shoes: Next
Wire animals: Danhiko’s Craft Centre, Zimbabwe

4
Unofficial London 2012 Olympic headwear: Crocheted by Basilia 
Busy Bee Crafts
Zimbabwe flag: courtesy of  Zimbabwe Association
Black top: Marks and Spencer 
Black trousers: Primark
Maracas: Chegutu Craft Centre, Zimbabwe

Basilia Gondo is Busy Bee crafts!
Entrepreneurial Basilia Gondo made and sold crafts at fetes and 
agricultural markets in Zimbabwe from a young age. When she 
arrived in the UK 12 years ago she began a craft stall selling Zim-
babwe-inspired items tailored to the UK market at country mu-
sic festivals, vintage clothes markets, steam train rallies and city 
fairs. Basilia, who also had a career modeling for Barbour Rhodesia 
department store in Zimbabwe post-independence, appears here 
with her daughter Judy, who is training in hair and beauty at a UK 
university.
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• Boil yellow polenta with 
plenty of  water on a low heat, 
until fluffy and shiny.
• Remove from the heat, and 
stir with a wooden spoon to the 
desired dense sadza style.

• Mash smooth peanut butter 
into tinned red kidney beans as 
sugar beans substitute.

• Frozen spinach is an econom-
ical version of  greens! Just pop 
it in the microwave and add 
lashings of  economy comfort-
ing cream.

• Put one part couscous and 
three parts water into a bowl in 
the microwave.
• Cook on full power for three 
minutes until all the water is 
absorbed.
• Mix in supermarket economy 
natural yoghurt to taste. See 
p.12-13 for buying tips!

• Cook white basmati rice on a 
low heat with lots of  water for 
30 minutes.
• Keep an eye on it, and regu-
larly stir with a wooden spoon 
so that it sticks together.
• Remove from the heat when 
a satisfactory sadza consistency 
is reached.
• Stir in smooth peanut butter 
for that classic taste.

• Place two weetabix in a bowl, 
soak with milk and add a table-
spoon or two of  smooth peanut 
butter.
• Cook on full power in the 
microwave for two to three 
minutes until thick.
• Stir and allow to cool for one 
minute before indulging in this 
sadza-style porridge.

Seductive sadza…

Seductive Sadza Scrumptious Sides

… the tastes of home!

Our food correspondent has 
discovered some quick ways to create 
staple sadza with the stuff you can 
find in British supermarkets! UK-
based Zimbabweans share great easy 
ideas… Experiment and enjoy!

Perfect Polenta

Really Good Rupiza Gorgeous Greens

Comforting Couscous

Ravishing Rice Mouthwatering
Weetabix

'I can’t live without sadza’

‘If I don’t eat sadza, I feel very strange.’

‘My children who are born in 

England don’t like it, they’re 

confused! ’

‘I smuggled Sadza into the hospital 

for my sick friend’

‘When I don’t have it I feel lost, like 

there is something missing’

‘Sadza keeps you going'
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spend it
how to

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

* IN NO WAY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FINANCIAL TIMES

*

So you’ve just had £35 
added to your Azure 
card, and you’re faced 
with that perennial 
problem: how to spend 
it? Fear not, writes our 
lifestyle correspondent 
– there’s a world of 
luxurious bare essentials 
out there! Here’s a 
selection covering a 
particularly extravagant 
week where no large 
items of clothing need to 
be bought. 

Jaffa Oranges
Tesco funsize apples

Stork Margarine
Tesco sunflower oil
Tesco couscous 500g

Tesco value eggs
Tesco value chopped tomatoes 
(4x35p)
East End Maizemeal

Tesco whole milk
Tesco low fat strawberry 
yoghurt
Tesco low fat natural yoghurt 
1l (3 x £1.75)
Tesco value onions

Tesco value peppers

Tesco pork ribs (800g 2 for £6)
Tesco shower gel
Tesco value toilet tissue
Tesco value washing up liquid
Tesco value pan cleaners
Tesco value thin bleach
Daisy biological laundry 
tablets

Tesco Stayfresh white sliced 
bread
Kellogg's Special K cereal

Total

1.10
1.40

1.19
1.69
0.69

1.29
1.40

1.79

1.29
1.00

5.25

0.69

1.25

6.00
0.80
0.70
0.60
0.35
0.29
3.32

0.90

2.00

 £34.99

Maintain vitamin C with this pack of oranges! 
Cheaper than the bigger ones, but with added 
fun!
A reminder of home
We accidentally bought the pricier version
Combine with yoghurt to make a sadza substi-
tute! (see Page 10)
Eggs! An Egg-ceptional Superfood!
Don’t waste your time chopping – let Tesco 
take the strain!
It’s almost sadza… but not close enough! (See 
Page 10 for recipes)
Delicious milk!
(Possibly) with actual strawberries!

Combine with couscous to make a sadza sub-
stitute! (see above)
Vegetables are expensive in the supermarket 
(as are a lot of things) but remember: you can’t 
use an Azure card anywhere else!
The ‘value’ range come in ‘all shapes and 
sizes’
Meat this cheap? Don’t ask any questions! 
Stay clean for 80p!
We chose a few household essentials this week 
– you’ll need to get different essentials next 
week and make them last to stay within £35!

Expensive, but the cheapest we could find. 
And buying them this week means more 
money to put towards those new razors next 
week! 
Stays fresh for a disturbingly long time… 

A little luxury, to start the day as you mean to 
go on…



Want to visit different parts of 
the UK? One option is to enter the 
detention centre system, which is 
easier than you think!

GEO Dungavel

I could see flowerbeds from the window, and there were 
sports facilities too! You need a doctor’s permission though, 
as they’re worried about suicide – and the statistics support 
them! The accommodation was mixed-sex (unwise in such 
a high-pressured environment) and there’s very little inter-
net access which is essential for fighting your case. There’s 
sometimes a cultural kitchen, which is where you’re allowed 
to request ingredients to cook your own food! This could 
genuinely be a nice thing to do. 

Capita Pennine House

The food was actually edible, often quite good, and the inter-
net actually worked! It didn’t have a lot of  limits you some-
times find – you know, where sites you need to fight your 
case have been blocked, that sort of  thing. Some people even 
had single rooms, and there was a vending machine that gave 
out free Pringles. So unusual that we weren’t sure if  it was a 
fault, but don’t ask questions – free crisps!

G4S Oakington

Normally instead of  a bed you sleep on a large concrete block 
with a blanket instead of  a mattress, but this place had ac-
tual, real beds! The outdoor space/prison yard was bigger 
than usual too. The staff  here are famously aggressive and 
uncaring, the food is terrible, vegetables have typically gone 
off  and being given rotten bread was quite normal. But on 
the plus side, I could see some cows from the window and 
was jealous of  their freedom, especially when I shared one 
room with six other people!

Serco Colnbrook

There were some educational courses on offer, including 
things like basic computer skills and art. You’ve got to be 
careful though – a few places specialize in activities that dis-
tract from fighting your case, so go easy on the finger paint-
ing! On the downside, walls in the rooms were smeared with 
graffiti written in blood and excrement. The priest was felt to 
be particularly unkind, but then his chapel was a bare room 
with windows painted on, so you probably would be too! 
This place was felt to be the worst stay by far: all centres are 
scary, but Colnbrook was genuinely terrifying…

G4S Brook House

The walls here were unusually clean, which was reassuring. 
It’s a pretty good place for those who like to be social: there’s 
a 5-a-side pitch, and unusually, you’re allowed to freely as-
sociate with other inmates… I mean, guests. It’s the nor-
mal set-up of  concrete beds (that’s not a figure of  speech – I 
mean actual concrete), and the toilet’s in the room, which is 
shared, as usual. You have to buy basic toiletries here too, but 
with the usual prison pay – that definitely knocked it down 
a star. 

Serco Yarl's Wood

There was a cinema room with good comedies, and some-
times there was even a disco so you could dance! You’re al-
lowed to work (you get £1.50 for a day), and it’s a good idea 
to because basic essentials in the shop are so expensive! The 
food is okay, sometimes good, but you have to order three 
days in advance and if  you order wrong, you don’t get any 
food. Some guests had no bedding at all, but others were af-
forded a dirty blanket. Our reporter’s stay was unfortunately 
cut short, when they discovered she was pregnant and tried 
to deport her immediately… 

It’s run by a few highly-reputable security outsourcing com-
panies, so what could possibly go wrong? Have an Olympic 
time at the following hand-picked centres and remember: 
most are designed to the specification of  a Category B prison, 
so you can be treated like a criminal without even needing to 
commit a crime! (Reviews are from actual guests, but your 
experience may vary)

DUNGAVEL

PENNINE HOUSE

UNDIGNIFIED

HARROWING

WORSE

YARL'S WOOD

COLNBROOK

BROOK HOUSE

OAKINGTON
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husband who had been arrested in 1964 
and was incarcerated for ten years. The 
UK Home Office attempted to deport her 
to Ghana in 1969-70, but after a vigorous 
fight including letters and lobbying from 
Robert Mugabe, Labour MPs, the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office and the Ariel 
Foundation, she was finally given rights to 
work and British residency. She left Brit-
ain to join her husband and the liberation 
struggle in Mozambique before returning 
to Zimbabwe at independence in 1980. 
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HISTORY
FASHION

SALLY MUGABE'S LONDON  
DRESSMAKING CLASSES
Sally Mugabe married Robert Mugabe in 
Zimbabwe April 1961. She fled the coun-
try in 1963 when African nationalist lead-
ers – including her husband - were being 
detained en masse, and she herself  was also 
threatened.  After staying with her family 
in Ghana she came to study in Britain in 
1967, when she also worked for the Africa 
Centre in Covent Garden, establishing a 
women’s group and dress-making classes. 
Sally is pictured on the left at one of  her 
popular dressmaking classes in 1969. 

Sally got a postgraduate grant from 
the Ariel Foundation to study Home Eco-
nomics, and during her eight years in the 
UK she campaigned for the release of  po-
litical detainees in Rhodesia, including her 
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Background: letter to Harold Wilson from the imprisoned 

Robert Mugabe, in support of his wife (National Archives)
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