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Addley arrived in the UK on 14 February 2002. She had been an outspoken, 
opposition political activist in Zimbabwe and suffered severe persecution.

Addley applied for asylum at the end of 2002 and after initially being 
refused by the Home Office, an immigration judge allowed her appeal and 

granted her refugee status in 2003.

“When I was running away from Mugabe 
regime, when I came to UK I wasn’t quite 
sure whether I should stay in the UK or  
I should go back to my beloved country 
so I decided to claim asylum a little bit 

later until I made up my decision after  
10 months, that’s when I claimed asylum”

“You know, being in a strange country without having an idea or clue especially 
living in a new environment it does have huge impact. When I came it was freezing 

cold in February so I couldn’t stand the temperature, I couldn’t stand the food as well 
because I was used to eat our Zimbabwean meals. Here it was lunch and dinner, pasta, 

rice, you know roast chicken or roast beef. In Zimbabwe I was used to eat sadza, 
vegetables with peanut butter or sadza and beef stew which was really, really nice. 

I did miss as well my family because where I used to live in Walthamstow there 
wasn’t people whom I was linked to or .... Even the neighbours I didn’t know them”

“Oh, it was a difficult time because it was 
snowing, there was snow and we had to wait 
outside Lunar House and that time so many  

people were claiming asylum, a day I think they’d  
like interview more than a thousand and on 

the day when I went to claim asylum because 
the queues were long and it was freezing cold  

and the Home Office had to call some coaches 
so that people would sit in the coaches until 

their turn until they were being called”

“And she was just saying ... I don’t agree  
with you, i don’t agree with you that you  
are a torture victim ... you were low level.  
l then I said to her low level they are easily... 
tortured than the high profile because if  

you attack a high profile the whole world will 
know so ZANU(PF) will target the low level or 

people who are on the grassroots ... they  
know they have got huge impact ... they are 
doing all the job for the high profile people”

“And the judge ... one good thing that 
made me happy in my appeal hearing, 

the judge left his chair and came to 
me, and said oh welcome to uk, there’s 
no need for the Home Office to appeal 
against my decision and I’m not going to 
give a negative, it’s definitely a positive 

and everyone there was happy”

“The best thing was having my son, Mandla, getting a social work degree 
and being involved in ZA activities and vigil activities as well. The worst 

thing was losing my friends, they... moved from London, some are in 
Leicester, Manchester, Leeds, you know, it’s more like you are being left 

alone in London, everyone is now moving on with their lives ... and as well 
losing one of the activists, clifford was one of the worst things”
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