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Let’s 

Network! 
 

 

 

INVITATION 
 

Zimbabwe  

Association  

invites all 
members, 

friends and 
supporters to 

the Annual 
General  
Meeting.  

 
This year a short 

business session 
will be followed 

by a social. 

 

Please come 
and join in the 

party and 
meet old 

friends! 
 

All information 
about the AGM 

will be put on 
the ZA website 

 
  

Autumn 2014 

ZA links with Zimbabwe - Sethule Orphans Trust  

Sally Roschnik, one of the ZA’s patrons, was born in an apartment in Oxford House which many years later 
became ZA’s present office. Her father, Guy Clutton-Brock, was the warden at a time when Oxford House 
served as a shelter from the blitz in World War II and a community centre for the people of Bethnal Green.   
Sally, Guy and her mother Molly later moved to Zimbabwe where Sally went to school at St Faith’s Mission. 

Sally has recently introduced the ZA to the Sethule Orphans Trust, which works with orphans, vulnerable 
children and their families in the Matopo, Hope Fountain and Tsholotsho districts. It is based in Natisa vil-
lage, about 40 miles south of Bulawayo. 8 

Sethule works with families whose members have been torn apart by HIV/AIDS and poverty.  It sets out to 
be a community-driven charity, taking its lead from the local community and their needs, through regular 
meetings between the  project director and the board with the community’s leaders. 

Sethule provides nutrition, healthcare, education and psychosocial support. Its project include a vegetable 
and fruit garden, used for a feeding programme for the youngest children, a children’s playground, school 
renovations and upgrades, including the provision of permanent water, clubs for women to come together 
&share different practical skills. It fosters orphans in the community, traces and reunites families, provides 
bereavement counselling, enables children to obtain birth certificates, and seeks to prevent child abuse.  

Its youth programme, REACT (Reject, Expose, All, Child, Trauma), informs and advises children on sexual 
matters, abuse, disease and related issues.  It has been accepted in several schools and is supported by 
the Ministry of Health. 

Sethule Orphans Trust is an independent organization and its work is funded entirely from donations. The 
Trustees of the ZA recently agreed to support the Trust from our Legacy Fund which is restricted to pro-
jects in the field of HIV/AIDS and related issues.   It also reflects our aim to build links with community-
based organizations in Zimbabwe sharing common values and dealing with the same problems.  

Thabbeth Cotton, the director of the Sethule Trust, has written to thank the ZA for our donation of £5,000 
and we have asked her to send us a short report in due course of how the funds have been used. 

The ZA has also supported a community project in Mabvuka, Harare, through the community organisation 
PAOMAC (Protect AIDS Orphans in Mabvuku Community), which helps local children access education  .  

We are looking for comparable projects in Manicaland and Masvingo which we can support using what is 
left in the Legacy Fund. If any ZA members have contacts with community-led projects in these regions, 
please get in touch with Sarah at the office  

 

Sethule Trust is convinced that each rural orphan child deserves a chance to compete in the 
world on equal terms with any other child, and will fight to reach that goal. 
 

Sethule Trust is governed by the underlying principle that people should be helped to carry their 
own burdens.” - Mission Statement 

Do you support a project in Zimbabwe? We would love to share your experiences – what 
works, what doesn’t – and your ideas for how ZA members can become engaged in  grass-

roots development back home  

ZIMBABWE ASSOCIATION— ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Date:  Saturday 1 November 2014 

Venue:  Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, London E2 6HG 

Time: 5.30 pm—9 pm 
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A 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

FOR SALE:  

ZA T-SHIRTS     
& GREAT  

KNITWEAR  

please contact 

the office 

Advice line for  

undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  

Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 

on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

" 
Classrooms without textbooks, or an atlas, or even a map pinned to a wall. A school where the teachers 

beg to be sent books to tell them how to teach, they being only 18 or 19 themselves. I tell … how everybody 
begs for books: 'Please send us books.'" 

 

These were among the late Doris Lessing's opening remarks when, aged 88, she became the oldest person 
to accept the Nobel prize for literature. 

 

The novelist was recalling a visit in the early 1980s to a school in Zimbabwe, a country where she lived for a 
quarter of a century, which she explored in vivid prose and to which she will now bestow a posthumous gift. 
More than 3,000 books from Lessing's personal collection are to be donated to the country's leading public 
library in the capital, Harare. 

 

The bequest includes biographies, histories, reference books, poetry and fiction. It has been welcomed by 
public services strained by years of neglect and underfunding; many libraries in Zimbabwe have no budget 
to buy new books. 

 

Bernard Manyenyeni, the mayor of Harare, told the Herald newspaper: "It is most heartening to hear that 
Doris Lessing, with this magnificent gesture, has taken her love for this country beyond her death. 
 
 

"We have every reason to feel special to have earned this much in her wishes – we are delighted and  
grateful as any city would be." 

 
 

Panashe Chigumadzi, a Zimbabwean writer, said: "Dare I say this speaks volumes of Doris Lessing? For 
over half a century, Lessing was one of the most inventive and imaginative writers to come, not only from 
Zimbabwe, but the world. For at least fifty years she gifted the world with a novel, so it seems fitting that she 
donated the 3,000 books to the library." 

 

"In light of consultations conducted in Zimbabwe, agreement has been reached that the recently refurbished 
Harare city library would be an appropriate home for the collection not only because Doris Lessing lived for 
some years in Harare, but because she cared deeply about the country and facilitating access to books in 
Zimbabwe." 

 

Christopher Bigsby, a friend of Lessing's for 30 years and professor of American studies at UEA, to which 
Lessing left her books, told the Guardian:  
 

"Sometimes books belong to other people than those who own them. 

 

"In this case, they are finding their way to the place where she was raised and where she herself had her 
imagination fired by the books sent out to her from England and where others can now have that same  

liberating experience." 

Doris Lessing's last gift: 3,000 books donated to public library 
in Zimbabwe 
Books from collection owned by celebrated author, who died last year, to go to 
country where she lived for quarter of century 
David Smith—Africa correspondent, Tuesday 26 August 2014 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2007/dec/08/nobelprize.classics
http://www.hararecitylibrary.org/
http://www.hararecitylibrary.org/
http://www.herald.co.zw/lessing-donates-3-000-books-to-city-library
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Christmas comes early as ZA launches new Lottery funded grant 
 

ZA members exclaimed that ‘Christmas has come early’ as they took part in a late summer outing  to mark and launch ZA’s 

new Big Lottery funded project provided through the Awards for All grant.  The funding will enable London-based ZA mem-

bers to benefit from a programme to increase skills, build capacity and improve the well-being, confidence and integration. 

Members of ZA’s 60 + group and London Drop - In set sail on a sightseeing cruise down the river Thames from historic 

Greenwich to Westminster. Thousands of on-lookers lined the river to witness the grand final parade of the historic Tall Ships. 

These majestic ships from another era glided past us as if in salute to the endurance and the journey of Zimbabweans far from 

home. 

ZA members enjoyed the fabulous views of historic and modern London.  Commentary bought to life the history of London 

landmarks such as the Tower of London, the Globe Theatre, Tower Bridge and St Paul’s Cathedral. More recent additions to 

the London skyline shimmered in the late summer sunshine as the 7 metre high tide pushed us on past the Shard, Europe’s 

tallest building, and the revolving London eye, a very popular modern attraction. 

Disembarking outside the Houses of Parliament we learnt that London’s first flood defences were the lion’s heads on the 

river’s embankment. It was apparently said that when water levels reached their mouths, the warning to evacuate would go 

that ‘when the lion’s are drinking, London is sinking’. 

Whilst catching up with friends, soaking up the sights and enjoying the sunshine, ZA members agreed that the day gave them a 

new appreciation of the history and sights of London.   One member reflected that “we live here, but we didn’t know about these 

things – our eyes have been opened” 

After a bus to Baker St and a bite to eat, the group were re-energised to visit Madame Taussauds, another popular London 

landmark. This waxworks museum contains a fabulous display of astonishingly life-like wax models. Cameras went crazy as 

members posed next to their favourite personalities ranging from the Queen and Royal Family to the Pope, Mahatma Ghandi, 

Archbishop Tutu and Nelson Mandela. Others preferred the more contemporary personalities such as Usain Bolt, pop star 

Cheryl Cole or the glamorous Beckhams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visit concluded with ‘the London experience’ – a ride in  replica London cabs. This gave members a  potted history of Lon-

don illustrated by animated scenes ranging from Elizabethan age through the horrors of the plague, the great fire of London 

and rebuilding by Sir Christopher Wren. 
 

This one year programme will focus on increasing skills, building capacity and improving the well-being, confidence and integra-

tion of ZA members from around London. Funding will meet small, practical training and tailor-made courses/classes meeting 

the particular needs / interests of the Zimbabwean community, 

 

ZA members in London should contact Wiz or Sarah if they are interested in being involved in any of the training opportuni-

ties that will be available under ZA’s new Awards for All grant.   

 
Do let us know if you are interested  in courses and classes including special-

ist gardening, cookery, on-line Food Hygiene certificates or in being involved 

in forming a London choir  and dance troupe or taking part in a number of 

public events and performances to  showcase new skills. 

Above: Marian and Idah take a London trip                   Right:  ‘Captain’ Edward, Basilia and Hazvinei on the river     

Left: Saul with the Beckhams!                                        
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 

REFUGEE COUNCIL has moved its 
head office to Stratford, East London. 
 
People seeking advice on the different 

stages of the asylum process should call 

our Own Language Telephone Advice 

Service on 0808 808 2255  

 
London Offices: (appointment only)

Finchley Rd, West London, Bethnal 

Green (therapeutic); (drop in) Croydon 

 

 

 FORTNIGHTLY  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays every fortnight for members 

to drop in and catch up on the latest 

news from Zimbabwe; meet other mem-

bers; make use of the office facilities; 

brush up on computer skills; discuss vol-

unteering opportunities; plan projects; 

use the ZA library Get involved! But call 

first ... 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

 Help you plan your return 

 Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

 Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

 In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS 

CAN BE USED 

IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Please Note  

 

If you know of any one who 
has been  detained in a re-
moval centre please do let  
the office know about the  
detainee. 

Asylum Seekers Locked Out of Homes by Serco 
Vulnerable asylum seekers are being locked out of their homes and left destitute without warning. 
Campaigners claim that Orchard & Shipman, the housing provider which works on behalf of Serco 
and the Home Office, is routinely performing lock changes on the homes of people who have been 
refused asylum. In documents seen by the Evening Times, Serco protocol says a legal process to 
secure an eviction order should be followed. However, campaigners say they are concerned that 
this is not being followed, and are calling for action to stop the lock changes. 
Read more: Glasgow Evening Times 09/09/14 

West Midlands Landlords first to Face Immigration Act Fines 
Immigration Minister James Brokenshire announced measures will be launched in Birmingham, 
Walsall, Sandwell, Dudley and Wolverhampton before being introduced across the country. From 1 
December landlords here will need to take copies of all adult passports or residence permits. Fail-
ure to do this could mean a fine of up to £3,000. 
Mr Brokenshire said the checks would be "a new line of attack against unscrupulous landlords who 
exploit people by renting out substandard, overcrowded and unsafe accommodation". He also said 
the Immigration Act 2014 measures will make it more difficult for immigration offenders "who abuse 
the system or flout the law" to stay in the country. A Home Office spokesperson said experiences 
in the West Midlands will be evaluated next spring before a wider rollout. 
 

 

Serco Apologises After Dismissals Related to Yarl's Wood 

Allegations 
Outsourcing firm Serco has apologised after disclosing that 10 of its staff had been dismissed 

in relation to allegations of improper sexual contact with female detainees at the Yarl's 

Wood immigration detention centre. 

 
Appearing before the Commons home affairs committee, Serco executives said that the 

dismissals related to eight separate cases - out of a total of 31 which had been investigated - 

at the centre in Bedfordshire over the past seven years. 
The chief executive of Serco's UK central government division, Dr Bob McGuiness, said: 

"We set very high standards for ourselves and our staff. On those instances where we have 

fallen short of the standards that we have set for ourselves, I absolutely am sorry and apolo-

gise for these cases." 

 

The firm was summoned to appear before the committee after the Observer disclosed 

details of an internal report into an investigation into the claims by a 29-year-old woman 

from Pakistan that she was sexually assaulted a male Serco health worker. 

Read more: Guardian 24/06/14 

Right:  Susan and Marian share tips at a 

Tuesday knitting session at the ZA of-

fice 

UK: Protect Migrant Domestic Workers 
The UK government should address, not dismiss, evidence 
that employers have abused migrant domestic workers in the 
UK, Human Rights Watch and the UK charity Kalayaan said 
today. A draft law before parliament is aimed at combating 
forced labor and other criminal offences but does not address 
a visa system that contributes to the abuse of migrant domes-
tic workers by their employers. 
Read more Human Rights Watch, 04/09/14 

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/asylum-seekers-locked-out-of-homes-179561n.25218745
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/jun/24/serco-apologises-dismissals-yarls-wood-allegations
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/09/04/uk-protect-migrant-domestic-workers
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Rest in Peace:  Helen Bamber  
 

Helen Bamber, OBE, passed away on 21st August 2014 at the 
age of 89. Helen was a revered human rights icon, a cherished 
mother and a treasured colleague and friend. She was re-
nowned for the pursuit of dignity and human rights for those 
who suffered the worst of man’s inhumanity. 
 
For almost seventy years, Helen dedicated her life to those 
who suffered torture, trafficking, slavery and other forms of ex-
treme human cruelty. She began her career aged 20, working 
with survivors of the holocaust in the former concentration 
camp of Bergen Belsen. Since 1945, she has helped tens of 
thousands of men, women and children to confront the horror and brutality of their experiences. 
 
Helen’s attentiveness and focus on the individual, gave her the ability to navigate the complexity of trauma and 
the human responses to it. She remained unyielding in her instinct to understand, and pioneered methods to 
help those she worked with to achieve what she termed ‘creative survival’. The integrated model of care that 
Helen developed is still used today. Helen had the ambitious pursuit of compassion and was relentless in 
achieving this for those she worked for. 
 
One of Helen’s sons, Jonathan, says:  
 
“It is hard to put into words the pride I feel for what my mother achieved in her life, the thousands of 
lives she touched and the incredible difference she made to so many. She was an inspiration to every-
one who knew her and a beacon of hope for humanity.” 

Neglect Contributed To Death of a US Citizen In Immigration Detention 
 
INQUEST Press Release, 27 June 2014 
The jury at the inquest into the death of 35 year old Brian Dalrymple concluded that his death was as a result of natural causes 
contributed by neglect. They detailed a catalogue of errors in his care and stated that the medical record keeping at Harmonds-
worth Immigration Detention centre was 'shambolic' 
 
Brian suffered from schizophrenia and had dangerously high blood pressure and was on medication for both. He arrived in the UK 
on 14 June 2011 as a tourist but was refused leave to enter because his behaviour was 'odd'. UK Border Agency staff detained 
him in Harmondsworth Immigration Removal Centre (IRC) pending removal back to UK but he claimed asylum. A Chief Immigra-
tion Officer who gave evidence to the inquest said that he had only ever seen Americans do that when they were mentally ill. 
 
Despite showing obvious signs of mental distress, and despite the fact that a Chief Immigration Officer attempted to flag up his 
concerns in relation for a need for a psychiatric assessment, no such assessment was ever carried out. Even when Brian refused 
the hypertensive medication which he desperately required, and his behaviour deteriorated and he was placed in segregation, still 
no assessment took place during his 6 weeks of detention. 
Three and a half days before his death, Brian was transferred from Harmondsworth IRC to Colnbrook IRC which is run by Serco. 
His medical records did not follow him to this detention centre. Although an appointment was made for him to see a psychiatrist, 
Brian died on 31 July 2011, before this appointment took place. His blood pressure had caused an aortic rupture. 
 

Family of  Rubel Ahmed Who Died in Custody Call For Transparency and Accuracy of Information to 
Families 

  

On 5th September 2014, Rubel Ahmed, a 26 year old immigration detainee from Bangladesh was pronounced dead at Morton 
Hall Immigration Removal Centre. Mr Ahmed was detained at Morton Hall  for approximately two months. 
  

There was a significant delay in Mr Ahmed's family being informed of his death. His family report that they were given very little 
information from officials and that they were initially referred to the press office.  The family had to make numerous enquiries be-
fore they were put in contact with a Family Liaison Officer from the Home Office to confirm Mr Ahmed's death. The family were 
reliant on reports from other detainees at Morton Hall IRC and were informed that Mr Ahmed was calling for medical assistance 
prior to his death. Mr Ahmed's family are still uncertain about the cause of his death.  

  

Mr Ahmed's Family have issued the following statement: "We the family are shocked and distressed by the way the detention 
centre treated us immediately after the death. They refused to tell us whether Rubel had died after we received information from 
other detainees. We were simply given the telephone number for a press office which was not being answered on the weekend. 
They were unsympathetic and unhelpful despite desperate pleas for any information. 

  

"Investigations have begun and the family call upon investigators to carry out a full, fearless and thorough investigation. We are 
concerned that all detainees who are witnesses should be contacted to provide their accounts. We have grave concerns that Ru-
bel's desperate cries for medical assistance were not answered and that he was deprived of basic human rights to receive care 
when he clearly needed it. We call upon the investigators to fully explore events and get to the truth." 

http://inquest.org.uk/media/pr/jury-finds-that-neglect-contributed-to-the-death-of-a-us-citizen-in-immigra
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 
London E2 6HG 
tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

 
ZAS Leicester http://

zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/leicester/  

 
ZAM Manchester http://

zimbabweassociation.org.uk/

drop-in-centres/manchester/  

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 

apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

Twelve Years:  Zimbabwean asylum seekers’  
experiences in the United Kingdom from 2001 to 2013  

 

On Thursday 21 August a meeting took place in Birming-
ham to discuss the 12 Years project. Sarah Harland gave 
an overview of the project and talked of progress, findings 
and the importance of using the opportunity to capture indi-
vidual stories. Gerald Kororo and Titus Kuture also spoke 
about their experiences with the project—both had been involved in the Oral History in-
terviewing training & Archive management training and were looking for volunteers will-
ing to be interviewed. A lively question and answer session followed and numerous is-
sues and current concerns were raised. 

 

 

It was a real delight to be back in Birmingham after a long time and to catch up with old 
friends and make new ones. It also made reminded us all of how important it is to stay 
linked so we could tackle problems together and also share good  news and good times! 
 

Are you feeling lonely, depressed or stressed? 
 

If so, please ring us at the Zimbabwe Association on 020 

7739 8226 (Tuesdays and Thursdays) for a friendly chat (or 

email us ). You might want to join in our activities or be put 

in touch with others in your area.  

LOOK AFTER YOUR  HEALTH 
 

Please don’t work yourself to death 
 

Get time off—if necessary ask your local trade union to help 

you get days off if your employer is unwilling to give you 

breaks 
 

Remember—having money but no health is no fun 
 

Too many people are dying trying to fulfil endless requests 

from relatives for more and more and more ..... 

G4S/Serco Using Detained Immigrants as Cheap Labour 

Campaigners have criticised private firms for using immigration detainees as cheap labour inside detention centres 
after research suggested this saves them millions of pounds. Some detainees said they were being paid as little as £1 
an hour to cook and clean. Home Office figures showed that in May this year, detainees in centres run by Serco, G4S 
and other contractors did nearly 45,000 hours of work for a total of nearly £45,500 in pay. Had they been paid at the 
national minimum wage, the cost would have been more than £280,000. 

Read more: Guardian, 22/08/14 

Above: Tall Ships in sail on the Thames —a fabulous  

sight enjoyed by ZA members while on their recent 

river cruise                                   (Photos: Josie Farley) 

mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:zimbabweassociation@yahoo.co.uk
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/leicester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk/drop-in-centres/manchester/
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/aug/22/immigrants-cheap-labour-detention-centres-g4s-serco

