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Winter 2014 
Rest in Peace: Professor 
Terence Ranger 

Caine Prize for African Writing  2015:  
The judges for this year’s Caine Prize were announced at the Ake Arts and Book Festival in Abeokuta, Nigeria. The 
panel will be chaired by award-winning South African author Zoë Wicomb who will be joined by the distinguished televi-
sion and radio journalist Zeinab Badawi,  Indian author and Man Booker Prize shortlistee Neel Mukherjee, Assistant 
Professor of English at the University of Georgetown Cóilín Parsons, and Brian Chikwava, the winner of the Caine 
Prize in 2003. 
Caine Prize Director Lizzy Attree stated, “We are proud to announce the 2015 judges early this year and hope the cali-

bre of this outstanding panel will encourage publishers to enter stories before the deadline of 31 January 2015.” 

ZA OFFICE  
 

Please note: 

 
The ZA Office 

will re-open on  

12 January 2015. 

 

 
We hope you all 

had a Happy  

Christmas and 

best wishes for a  

peaceful  2015! 

Above: Dancers at the ZA AGM 2014 (Susan, Dellia, Phathiwe and Tryphinah) 

‘It was with profound sadness that we 

learnt of the passing of Professor 
Terence Ranger. Terence was 

a founder member, former Chair and 
former President of the Britain Zim-

babwe Society and was Patron 
of the BZS at the time of his passing. 

He was a great mentor, educator and 
friend of Zimbabwe, Africa, and the 

diaspora, whose achievements and gen-
erosity remain unsurpassed.  He is an 
icon and will remain an inspiration to 

all.  A legend ,and one about whom we 
can repeat the famous saying  

“Now he belongs to the ages.”'  
 

Our deepest condolences to the 

Ranger family.  - Knox Chitiyo, Chair, 

Britain Zimbabwe Society  

' Amongst the many other tributes are these words from 

Edgar Samkange: 
I am really sad to learn of Terence's death. 

1. Terence was and will always remain an African, 
ProAfrican 'munhu' amongst vanhu. 

2. A man amongst men who stood the test of time 
and his ground. 

3. He respected all peoples, was colour blind and 
indeeed a true son of the Zimbabwean of the soil. 

Mwana wevhu! who championed African National-
ism through literature, dialogue and moral sup-

port. 

May his soul rest in peace after a life well lived  

To us, at Zimbabwe Association, Professor Ranger 

was not only a Patron but a friend who stood by us 

during difficult times. 

He spoke out against forced removals from the UK 

of Zimbabwean asylum seekers during the crisis in 

Zimbabwe and contributed greatly to a series of long 

running legal battles which secured protection for 

many. 

He was a man of many, many academic achievements 

but also a life-long friend of Zimbabwe and its people. 

We will miss him hugely—he has inspired so many of  

us. God bless him and bring comfort to his wife and 

family. 



 

Let’s network 2014  Winter 

 

 
A 

An-

nual  

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

FOR SALE:  

ZA T-SHIRTS     
& GREAT  

KNITWEAR  

please contact 

the office 

 

Advice line for  

undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  

Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 

on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

FAREWELL FROM WIZ: 
It is with sadness that I bid a fond farewell to ZA as 

2014 draws to an end and ZA ekes out its re-
sources to try and keep on delivering great value to 

the Zimbabwean exile community. 
It has been a memorable 2 years.  I’ve really en-

joyed working with ZA members and sharing and 
celebrating the best of Zimbabwean culture. What 

stands out is the resilience, ability to laugh together 
and possibility of what we could achieve as a peo-

ple if we stand together and help each other -  so 
vital in in hard times I would like to thank all the 

inspiring and wonderful people I’ve worked with, 
the ZA members, partners, volunteers, and Sarah 

and the ZA Board. 
Highlights include being with Stella when Garden 
Organic awarded ZA gardeners a 1st prize for our 

Zimbabwean veg patch at Spitalfields City Farm. 
We’ve grown a wonderful kale crop and spread the 

word (and many cuttings) of our Zimbabwean su-
per-food. We have developed many new skills in 

the kitchen and garden. I hope these and the con-
tinued re-skilling programme will continue to help 

restore confidence and skills for the future. 
It’s great to know that the emphasis on well-being 
and work are now firmly established at the heart of 

ZA’s vision for the future.  It’s a future that in-

volves all of us members. 
Let’s play our part in keeping ZA alive by 

remembering to pay our modest member-
ships and continuing to reach out and 

strengthen each other. 

Wishing you all a very peaceful Christmas!   

More Respect, Less Criminalization For Migrant Workers 
 

The lack of political will to stand up for migrant workers' rights remains the greatest chal-
lenge to the protection of this "very vulnerable" group of human beings, an independent 
United Nations expert affirmed today. Speaking before the General Assembly's Third 
Committee, which reviews the work accomplished by the UN's independent human 
rights experts, Francisco Carrion Mena, Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights 
of Migrant Workers and their Families (CMW), warned that some Member States 
"mistakenly consider border areas as exempt from human rights obligations. States' le-
gitimate interests in securing their borders and exercising immigration control cannot 
override their obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of all persons in all 
areas under their jurisdiction, regardless of their migration status," Mr. Carrion Mena 
said as he presented his annual report to the Committee. 
 

Read more: UN News, 24/10/14 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49166#.VE3gxoewDbI
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Moazzam Begg Freed After Terrorism Case Against Him Collapses 
The prosecution of the former Guantánamo inmate Moazzam Begg has dramatically collapsed after the police and 
crown prosecutors were handed secret intelligence material that undermined the terrorism case against him. Five 
days before Begg was due to go on trial on a string of terrorism charges, which carried prison terms of up to 15 
years, prosecutors announced at the Old Bailey that they had "recently become aware of relevant material" that 
obliged them to offer no evidence. 
 
He was released from Belmarsh high-security prison in south London after the judge entered a formal verdict of not 
guilty. Speaking to reporters at the gates of the prison, Begg said he had wanted his "day in court" but was happy to 
be a free man. 
"I need to reconnect with my family again," he said. "I need to understand what it's like to be a free man and I think 
that it's important to point out some of the government's failures in its foreign policy and its internal policy: its clear 
demonising of the Muslim community." 
Read More: Ian Cobain, The Guardian, 01/10/14 

 

West Midlands to Trial New Racist Immigration Laws 
On 3 September I announced that the west midlands would be the location for the first phase of the implementation 
of new restrictions on illegal immigrants accessing rented housing. I have now made the order to bring into force the 
necessary powers in the Immigration Act to allow the scheme to start from 1 December. This will allow further secon-
dary legislation to be laid before Parliament shortly. 
Further measures in the new Act are also being brought into force to limit the ability of immigration detainees to 
make repeat bail applications and to extend the powers of the Immigration Services Commissioner to combat rogue 
immigration advisers. Finally, powers are being brought into force to enable us in due course to lay before Parlia-
ment the secondary legislation needed to implement the NHS health surcharge and to implement the changes to the 
process for giving notice of marriage or civil partnership to combat sham marriages and civil partnerships. 
Reforms are also being made to strengthen the regime and further enhance security. Technical changes are being 

implemented across the immigration rules to tackle abuse while enhancing the United Kingdom's status as an excel-

lent place to do business. In particular, the tier 1 (investor) route is being reformed following recommendations from 

the Migration Advisory Committee. The minimum investment threshold will be raised from £1million to £2 million. The 

Government will also consult further on what sort of investment the route should encourage in order to deliver real 

economic benefits, and other improvements to the route. A consultation document will be published in due course. 

House of Commons: 16 Oct 2014 : Column 42WS 

Appeals Against Deportation Conducive to the Public Good Scrapped 

The Minister for Security and Immigration (James Brokenshire): The reforms to the immigration appeals system in 
the Immigration Act 2014 are being phased in from 20 October. These provisions contain important measures to 
make it easier to deport foreign criminals and build upon the significant reforms we have already made. 
In July we introduced new powers to stop criminals using family life arguments to delay their deportation. This has 
been successful, enabling the Home Office to deport over 100 criminals since July pending any appeal. 
From Monday  20/10/14 criminals will also no longer be able to appeal against a decision that their deportation is 
conducive to the public good. This is the most significant change to deportation appeals since 1971. Criminals will be 
deported and will not be able to appeal beforehand unless they face a real risk of serious irreversible harm. For 
those that do have an appeal right, they will only be able to appeal once. 
 
From Monday the new Act will also reform the appeals system for students. For those with meritorious appeals the 
old system was a costly and time-consuming way to correct simple casework errors which could be resolved by a 
request to the Home Office to review the decision. New immigration rules provide a system of administrative review 
through which case work errors will be corrected within 28 days rather than 12 weeks, supporting our policy of at-
tracting immigrants who benefit the United Kingdom's businesses and universities. For non-compliant students the 

 
Early Day Motion 565: Immigration Checks On Private Sector Tenants 
That this House notes the introduction on 1 December 2014 of the pilot scheme of the requirement for private sector 
landlords to conduct immigration checks on their tenants; believes that this will lead to new fees from letting agents 
to all of Britain's nine million private tenants on moving to conduct these checks; considers that almost no undocu-
mented migrants will be caught, as they will move into illegal tenancies, and in so doing will create a new market for 
illegal and exploitative landlords; further notes that this requirement will encourage discrimination in the lettings proc-
ess; and further believes that it is morally objectionable to remove from any person access to shelter, just as it would 
be to remove access to water or to emergency medical care. 
 

Sponsor: Corbyn, Jeremy   -  House of Commons: 26.11.2014 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/01/moazzam-begg-freed-case-collapses
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141016/wmstext/141016m0001.htm#14101660000010
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/565
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Feedback from  
members at the  
Annual General 
meeting—what do 
you think? Should 
we carry on?  

FORTNIGHTLY  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays every fortnight for members 

to drop in and catch up on the latest 

news from Zimbabwe; meet other mem-

bers; make use of the office facilities; 

brush up on computer skills; discuss vol-

unteering opportunities; plan projects; 

use the ZA library Get involved! But 

call first ... 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

 Help you plan your return 

 Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

 Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

 In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

 
AZURE CARDS 

CAN BE USED 

IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Please Note  

 

If you know of any one who 
has been  detained in a re-
moval centre please do let  
the office know about the  
detainee. 
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9 November 2014, David Coltart writes about Joel Silonda: 
Yesterday I attended the celebratory mass and party held in honour of Joel Silonda's 90th birthday. I have described Joel, in a 
twitter post, as one of the great heroes of the Gukurahundi period and some have written to say they do not know anything about 
him, which in itself says a lot about Zimbabwe and our recording of history. 

 

In January 1983 when the 5th Brigade was first deployed to Tshlotsho Joel was Chairman of the Catholic Commission for Justice 
and Peace in Bulawayo. He started getting reports from priests and other people in the Catholic Church that terrible things were 
happening in the rural areas where a curfew was in force. At great risk to his own life he investigated these reports and was the 
first to alert Bishop Karlen and Mike Auret in Harare what was going on. Over the next few years Joel tirelessly and courageously 
represented the forgotten and unrepresented poor people of Matabeleland. He played a key role in identifying victims who came 
forward to give affidavits about what had happened in December 1983 at St Mary's Cathedral, Bulawayo, in preparation for the 
Chihambakwe Commission which started its hearings in early 1984. This was perilous work as it involved going into areas where 
the 5th Brigade was still operating with impunity, to meet with victims and witnesses, and then bring them to Bulawayo. 

 

During the next three years he continued to ensure that victims were brought to the attention of the CCJP lawyers. What makes 
his work particularly courageous is that he was not a priest, did not have any title, and therefore was particularly vulnerable to the 
5th Brigade, PISI and the CIO. He could have "disappeared" in an instant and the world would have been none the wiser. 
I have rarely met such a Godly man - he is in many respects a gentle giant - a big man with a huge heart and compassion which 
knows no bounds. He is indeed one of Zimbabwe's true heroes and it has been a great privilege to count him as a friend since he 
first brought cases to me over 30 years ago. 

 

Amhlope Joel. God bless and keep you for many more years 
Thank you to David Coltart for telling those of us who didn’t know about Joel Silonda—our respect to them both! 

 

This article is not for Paul Brickhill. In the spirit of his being this article is for everyone he fought for, be it in art or war—
by Dikson (Kalabash Media) 

Paul was different things to so many people depending on when paths crossed. Whilst he was a musician, soldier and publisher I knew him as so many Zim-
babwean artists did: as the founder of the Book Café. I remember returning to the country in 2009 and the times I had visited in the years before that, it’s diffi-
cult to describe what that space felt like. The country had a weight hanging over it, everything seemed that much more silent, empty and off-colour, like it was 

sick. Above the OK supermarket in the then dilapidated Fife Avenue shops hung a dirty white tarpaulin hoisted above a stage that was, often inconveniently, 
set up just behind the gutter of the slanting roof. I don’t know how many acts made their debut on that stage, I just know that so many who did are now on 
posters around town and have toured oversees with mbiras or guitars as luggage. I don’t know how many nights we spent atop that supermarket in a venue 

that felt as alive as it did illegal, where the words spoken and songs sung seemed too loud and too true for the mood outside. I just know that artists had a 
place to go, to share their work and, most importantly, to keep it alive.  

It is no stretch to say that the Book Café represented, and still does, artistic freedom in Zimbabwe. So, to the poets and MCs, the guitarists, the mbira queens 

and feverish drummers, we share something truly meaningful and maybe we would still but I feel it wouldn’t have been the same without the Book Café. We 
wouldn’t have shared a home that sheltered music and art like a gourd with bottle tops from last night’s revelry wired to its edges, we wouldn’t have been able 
to have the conversations we had, as freely as we did, using the words we used. We wouldn’t have collaborated on as many tracks as we have, we wouldn’t 

have been able to walk five metres to get from one genre to the other, from Book Café to her sister club, The Mannenberg. We wouldn’t have become the 
family of musicians, artists, activists and thinkers that we are today. Because in earnest Paul Brickhill did not leave behind a legacy alone, he left something 
much more real and alive than that. He left a family, one that spans genres, disciplines and ideologies, one that greatly defines our generation of live art and 

culture in the capital and one that will take his memory forward in our pursuit of the liberation he fought for.  

“Music has 

the power to 
make men 
forget their 

differences 
and come 

together.”  
 

- Paul Brickhill 
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 
London E2 6HG 
tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

ZAS Leicester—meets 

fortnightly 

 

 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 

apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

Twelve Years:  Zimbabwean asylum seekers’  
experiences in the United Kingdom from 2001 to 2013 

 

Volunteers still needed who are interested in being inter-
viewed or in helping with exhibitions later in the year. If you 
want to be involved please contact the office before the 
end of January 2015. 

Are you feeling lonely, depressed or stressed? 
 

If so, please ring us at the Zimbabwe Association on 020 7739 

8226 (Tuesdays and Thursdays) for a friendly chat (or email 

us ). You might want to join in our activities or be put in 

touch with others in your area.  

Do you support a project in Zimbabwe? We would love to share your experi-
ences – what works, what doesn’t – and your ideas for how ZA members can 

become engaged in  grassroots development back home  

Asylum Seekers: Mental Health 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (LD): I am grateful to the Minister for his Answer. However, does he not agree that we are all very 
much aware of the stress and tension that are caused when someone cannot find a job, which sometimes lead to sui-
cide? Will he consider that asylum seekers, who are not allowed even to apply for a job for 12 months, face stress even 
worse than that faced by others? We know that there have been cases of suicide because of the prohibition against allowing 
them to work for that first 12 months. Would it not be a humanitarian gesture for us to reduce that 12 months to six months, so 
that asylum seekers have less time to wait until they can apply for work? 
 
Lord Bates: It is a very difficult situation. Of course, we have every sympathy with the people who come here. However, the reality 
is that, if they are allowed to work while they are not here legally, we are saying that they are able to compete in the labour market 
with people who are here legally. That would be unfair. It is not the case that they cannot work; they are able to volunteer in the 
community and they are getting support, with all their accommodation covered and access to education and health care, including 
mental health care if they need it. 
 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Lab): My Lords, the denial of the right to paid work, as well as the inadequate asylum support sys-
tem, can lead to severe poverty or even destitution. Last week, the Joint Committee on Human Rights heard evidence that 
women, many of whom have fled violence, are thereby made vulnerable to further violence and sexual exploitation. What steps 
are the Government taking to prevent this as part of their strategy to end violence against women and girls? 
Read the full debate: House of Lords, 10/11/14 

WARNING:  Those people for whom wedding bells may be ringing—Please 

note:  We have been warned that at least one legal firm is  seeing a pattern of peo-

ple being picked up after they have registered to get married. The registry offices are now 

reporting to Home Office if people don’t have leave. If people don’t have their papers they 

should be very careful about registering to get married.  

RE-SKILLING OPPORTUNITIES 
Professional courses in catering, hygiene certificates and gardening including 

growing crops for sale will be starting  soon in London for ZA members, If you 

are interested and able to attend courses once a week over a 6 week period 

please contact the ZA office  from 12 January 2015 onwards. 

LAST  CHANCE!!! 

Zimbabwe Association mem-
bers are invited to nominate or 
suggest community-led projects 
working with orphans in the 
Masvingo or Manicaland areas 
for possible small grants from 

the ZA Legacy Fund. 

If you know of any grassroots 
projects that might be suitable 
please ring Sarah at the ZA of-
fice (on Tues or Thurs) to dis-

cuss. 

ZA MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
 

Only 8 Zimbabwe Association members 

renewed their membership in December.  

If we are to keep going, we need YOU to renew your membership! 

mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:zimbabweassociation@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141110-0001.htm#1411109000470

