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Let’s 

Network! 
Oliver Mtukudzi Peace 
for Africa Message 
 

Over the last few days I have 
watched with horror on the news as 
xenophobic violence broke out in 
South Africa. African turns on Afri-
can as we forget the long journey 
we have travelled together against 
similar injustice and persecution 
from others who sought to subju-
gate us perpetually. 
 

It is unthinkable that in this day and 
age, when Africa stands on the 
cusp of the long awaited realization 
of its greatness, that we can do this 
sort of thing to one another. 
 

My heart and prayers go out to the 
people who have been affected, 
whatever country they are from. 
 

The borders we see today were 
drawn for us by others. I am urging 
all South Africans to stand up and 
say no to the hate of other Africans, 
no to violence and no murder. 
 

In the same breath I am calling the 
leaders of Africa to speak out 
strongly against this madness. 
 

We have always stood together as 
Africa, from the pre-independence 
days of our nations when we sup-
ported freedom fighters in their 
cause to more recently when we 
came together to fight Ebola. 
 

Xenophobia is a scourge that we 
must get rid of once and for all. It 
must not be given a chance to 
manifest ever again. In this light it is 
not enough to just condemn it, we 
need to map out a long term plan 
as a continent to make sure that 
what we are seeing in South Africa 
today, never happens again - any-
where in Africa. 
 
Ndini wenyu 
Mwana weAfrica 
Samanyanga Oliver Mtukudzi 
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After months of an unsuccessful job search Zimbabweans, referred to by locals as 
“makwerekwere”, arrive in South Africa with nothing but a “Mbare bag” and a few photos of 
family in their purse.  Months on, the Zimbo has landed a job and has transformed their 
humble dwellings known as “mkhukhu” into a habitable place.  It could be either the abun-
dance of GMO foods or peace of mind that sees the Zimbo gain a few kilos every time they 
step on scales available on street pavements. Although what the Zimbo sends home to fam-
ily is quite little, the rand means a lot given that even the lowest paying jobs are now a hard 
find in Zimbabwe. 
 
Zimbabweans have taken nothing away from the South Africans yet they together with So-
malians, Mozambicans and Malawians have become targets of xenophobic attacks by black 
South Africans. 
 
Xenophobia can be blamed on the slow pace of reform in Africa’s largest economy where 
the black majority are still stuck in the slums and townships. It seems prudent to conclude 
it is a manifestation of deeper anger at the government.  Yes, they never go hungry and the 
booze is cheap, but the younger generation of South Africans wants more.  Unlike their eld-
ers who are grateful to the ANC for ending apartheid, young South Africans are crying for 
more space in their country. However, my gripe is with their tactics.  
 
When government does not deliver, confront them not the foreigners.  Zimbabweans, 
Malawians and Somalians are not members of the ANC, let alone government officials.  The 
foreigners in South Africa do not even vote. Further they do not have access to the legal  
system as many have fake papers, and few could afford representation. As economic  
migrants, many take whatever they are offered and endure the harshest of working  
conditions in order to fend for family.  In no way does the average foreign labourer  
influence opinion.  They are living a form of economic slavery and exploitation.  There is no 
wisdom in killing them.    Poor South Africans find themselves similarly exploited and  
excluded from an apparently successful economy. 

Tribute to Terry Ranger: 
“Once in while there comes on stage a man who dares to challenge orthodoxy. Terry did 

that; he interpreted colonial history from the perspective of Africans - those who resisted 

and fought against Africa's colonization and enslavement by Europe. Terry was a colleague 

who preceded me first in Tanzania and then in Zimbabwe. My wife and I share the loss to 

the family and friends of this good man; please pass our condolences to them. Africa will 

miss Terry but remember him.” --Yash Tandon 
http://concernedafricascholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/rangerbulletin.pdf 

WHAT’S FUELLING  
SOUTH AFRICA’S  
XENOPHOBIA? 
 

(By Ittai Bryan Matthew Nyamawuya-
Masanga— Extract from kalabashme-
dia.com) 15.04.15) 

Tuesday 5 May 2015 
sees the launch of the 
12 Years Exhibition 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
at Oxford House in 
Bethnal Green 
Derbyshire Street 
E2 6HG London 
 
(The exhibition will run 
at Oxford House until 
Friday 15 May.) 
 

If you want an invita-
tion to the launch 
please contact the ZA 
office. 
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A 

An-

nual  
Gen-
eral 

Meet-

ing  
Sun-

day 30 

Octo-

ber 
At St 

James 

Do you want to be a 

member of  

Zimbabwe 

Association?  

If you want to become a 

member of Zimbabwe 

Association, you can visit 

our website 

www.zimbabweassociation

.org.uk and print off a 

membership form. Send 

the form to the address on 

the form with the correct 

membership fee.  

If you need more info on 

how to become a member 

please do call us on 

02077398226  between 

10am & 4pm  

If you want to be 

actively involved ask for 

a volunteer registration 

form. 

You can be active from 

wherever you are:  

Lobbying 

Writing for the 

newsletter 

Let’s Network! 

FOR SALE:  

ZA T-SHIRTS     
& GREAT  

KNITWEAR  

please contact 

the office 

Advice line for  

undocumented migrants in 

London 
Joint Council for the Welfare of  

Immigrants (JCWI)  advice line 

on: 

 020 7553 7470  
between 10am and 1pm on  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Are you feeling lonely,  

depressed or stressed? 
 

If so, please ring us at the Zimbabwe 

Association on 020 7739 8226 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays) for a 

friendly chat (or email us ). You 
might want to join in our activities 

or be put in touch with others in 

your area.  

Zimbabwe: From Hemorrhage to Stability, a Personal 
Journey -Tendai Biti  
 
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/ft/zimbabwe-hemorrhage-stability-personal-journey 
 
(An Extract) 
 

On a chilly Monday morning on February 16th, 2009, I walked into the New 
Government Complex in Harare´s Central Avenue. As I strode for the very first 
time down a poorly lit corridor, eyes strained and necks stretched behind wide 
open doors to catch a glimpse of the newcomer with a reputation for short tem-
per. I was ushered into a comfortable office that was to become my home for 
the next four and a half years. 
 

I had just become Zimbabwe´s eighth Minister of Finance. 
 

On February 8th, Morgan Tsvangirai and I met for dinner at a Chinese 
restaurant in Harare. Over rice and dumplings, he convinced me to take on the 
Finance portfolio. With the Zimbabwean economy in freefall since 1997, it 
promised to be the toughest job in the world. Any illusions I may have had were 
shattered on my very first day at  the Ministry of Finance (MOF). Following in-
troductions to the senior management team, the Principal Director (Budgets), 
Pfungwa Kunaka, pointed out that the following day was payday for civil ser-
vants. 
 

“How much do we have to pay?" I asked.  
 

"$30 million, sir" he responded.  
 

"How much do we have?"  
 

He shook his head in surrender. "$4 million, sir."  
 

 "So where are we going to get the remaining $26 million?" I asked with a half-
smile, beginning to understand what I had just gotten myself into.  
 

"We were waiting for you, sir."  

Stella Maravanyika—Refugee 

Council Trustee 
 

We’re pleased to share the news that 

Stella (ZA Advisory Committee mem-

ber) is now working with the Refugee 

Council as a trustee. We are sure 

that Stella’s experience and wide 

knowledge will help ensure a better 

understanding of  community issues. 
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LESSONS FROM ANGOLA  
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-02-05-angolas-fearful-culture-of-silence 

Angola's fearful culture of silence 
 

The divided country is celebrating 40 years of independence but it has been denied the chance to confront the past and 
heal its wounds. 
Louise Redvers, Mail & Guardian,6 February 2015 
 
Angola will be commemorating 40 years of independence from Portugal this year, so expect the usual pomp and ceremony 
associated with such an anniversary. But beneath the official celebratory façade lies a divided country still struggling to 
come to terms with its past and understand its future. A protracted liberation struggle staged by three separate movements, 
followed by 27 years of civil war, have left deep emotional and political scars. 
 

There was no Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Angola, simply a declaration of peace following the death in 2002 of 
Unita leader Jonas Savimbi and a blanket amnesty for all those involved in the war. The wounds may have been hidden 
from international view, thanks to impressive economic growth and investment opportunities, but they are still festering. 
 

A recent book asks what happened in Angola on May 27 1977, when it is alleged hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people 
(no one knows how many) were killed following what has been described as an attempted coup by a faction from within the 
ruling MPLA. In the Name of the People, written by British journalist Lara Pawson, has not only stirred up emotional memo-
ries linked to the vinte e sete (27), as it is known in Angola, but has also revealed the extent of the control of the country´s 
historical narratives and how little open dialogue exists.  
 

In an article published last month in the Journal of Southern African Studies, Justin Pearce, a South African journalist 
turned academic, who has reported extensively on Angola, describes May 27 as "the biggest blank space in Angola’s his-
tory", and states: "Both during the war and since, the government and party´s strategy has been as much about silencing 
inconvenient versions of history as about promoting its preferred ones." 
 

Pearce agrees that May 27 and other imposed historical narratives have been used by the ruling party for its own ends, but 

he believes a growing interest in the past by the younger generation is slowly turning the tables on that. He said interviews 

with young activists who had been involved in protests - though small, they were significant because of their rarity - re-

vealed an awareness of "the government´s strategic use of history" and "evidence of the government´s dishonesty", which 

in turn reinforced their belief in the rightness of their own cause. 
 

Salucombo is part of that new generation, and he is worried that the rush to reconstruct Angola physically after so many 

years of war has overlooked more fundamental aspects of development. "The word `development´ is in all corners of 

the country, but those in charge, through the overuse and trivialisation of this expression, forget many times that 

its meaning is not only tall buildings and expensive cars," he said. 
 

"Development of a country is also the capacity of its people to confront their taboos, their mistakes, their 

weaknesses, even if that brings bitterness and opens wounds thought to be healed. I believe the day that 

we confront the historical fears of our country then we can become a more developed country." 

 Sefton & West Lancashire Zimbabwean 

Association ??? 
Does anyone have a contact for this  
organisation. If so please contact Robert  
Brennan, Community Development 
Worker BME Project, Sefton Council for 
Voluntary Services   0151 920 0726 ext 
209  

Xenophobia:  
 

South African-based human rights activist Elinor Sisulu commenting on Mugabe and Zuma’s 
ongoing bilateral talks. She said the two had failed to deal with the xenophobia issue and it 
was very probable that the issue was not on their agenda. 
 
“They sit on a table and there’s lumps of shit on the table. The shit is xenophobia and 
its stinking there, but they will look elsewhere to put the blame yet and say kukhona 
okunukayo (something stinks), open the windows. They don’t deal with the shit. They 
talk about things which have no relevance to the people,” she said to applause at a press 
conference on xenophobia in South Africa hosted by the African Diaspora Forum in Johannes-
burg. 

http://mg.co.za/article/2015-02-05-angolas-fearful-culture-of-silence
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FORTNIGHTLY  TUESDAYS 
 

 The ZA office aims to be open on  
Tuesdays every fortnight for mem-

bers to drop in and catch up on the 

latest news from Zimbabwe; meet 

other members; make use of the office 

facilities; brush up on computer skills; 

discuss volunteering opportunities; plan 

projects; use the ZA library Get  

involved! But call first ... 

CHOICES  
ASSISTED VOLUNTARY  

RETURN SERVICE   
 
Choices gives free confidential  
advice and information to help you decide 
whether to return voluntarily. If you decide 

to return, we will: 

 Help you plan your return 

 Offer support at the airport and in 

your country 

 Apply for travel documents and pay 

for the flight 

 In some cases, give you financial 

support after you have returned  

Ring   0808 800 0007 

 

AZURE CARDS 

CAN BE USED 

IN BRITISH RED 

CROSS SHOPS  

Please Note  

 

If you know of any one who 
has been  detained in a re-
moval centre please do let  
the office know about the  
detainee. 

New Lloyds Enable grant will prepare  

Zimbabwe Association for the future. 
 
As 2015 gets underway, we received great news of support for a 

new 18 month programme of work funded by the Lloyds Bank 

Foundation. 
The Lloyds ‘Enable’ grant seeks to prepare Zimbabwe Association 

for the future. There is plenty of room for members’ and other 

stakeholders’ voice in this project.  We hope a number of you will 

take up the call to engage with us in this process over the next 18 

months.   
Opportunities to get involved include joining the Enable Working 

Group, taking up Digital Media training opportunities, keeping up-

dated on the project or helping develop / grow new partnerships to 

benefit the Zimbabwean exile community. 

 
One of the most important ways everyone can be 

involved is by participating in the Needs Assessment 

Survey planned for this summer/autumn. 

 
The Lloyds ‘Enable’ grant involves the following 4 main focus areas: 

 

Organisational Strengthening and Capacity Building: we 

will work towards getting a PQASSO Quality Assurance 

Mark, a nationally recognised award endorsed by the Char-

ity Commission.  ZA will work through a process of review-

ing and strengthening all its systems, policies and proce-

dures. We aim at being awarded the PQASSO Quality As-

surance Mark by this time next year. More information on 

this can be found at: https://www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-

support/pqasso 
 

Digital Media training and a new Digital Media strategy: 

will help staff and members improve communications with a 

variety of Digital platforms and harness the power of social 

media. Contact us if you are interested in social media train-

ing in London this spring. 

 
A Needs Assessment Survey: will provide an in-depth un-

derstanding of the specific nature of the changing needs of 

members in this changing context. It will help plan and shape 

future direction.  We aim to present the findings at the 2015 

AGM. 

 
 Development of Collaborative Partnerships: The last 

phase of the programme will be to reach out and deepen 

our partnerships with like-minded organisations so that we 

can expand member access to opportunities. 

 

We look forward to keeping you updated on progress and hope as 

many of you as possible are able to be involved as we prepare for 

the future.   

Asylum: Finance - Azure 

Cards - Credit Can be  
Carried Over 
Lord Bates: Practical arrange-
ments to remove the restriction 
that prevents Azure card users 
from carrying over more than £5 
credit on the card from one week 
to the next are imminent. Card 
users with children are already 
allowed to carry over unlimited 
credit. We expect to complete the 
work by the end of February. Card 
users will be notified of the 
change by letter and there will be 
appropriate changes to our web-
site information about the card. 

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/pqasso
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/pqasso
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SPRING 2015—Immigration Detention: Signs of Spring, or False Dawn? 
Campaigners have welcomed signs of movement around immigration detention - but celebration may be prema-
ture. In March 2015, the All-Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) on Refugees and Migration produced a strong 
report whose main recommendation, that immigration detention be severely curtailed and strictly time-limited, 
echoed the demands made for decades by detainee groups, campaigners and international human rights bodies. 
The APPGs' joint inquiry broke new ground in taking evidence from former detainees and by phone from current 
detainees, bringing home to the panel what indefinite detention means to those subjected to it. Chaired by Lib 
Dem MP Sarah Teather  and containing a former Chief Inspector of Prisons among its number, the panel was 
unanimous in its condemnation of the Home Office's 'enforcement culture' and its over-use of detention. It recom-
mended that detention be used only exceptionally, only to effect removal and for a maximum of twenty-eight 
days. The hard-hitting report also argued that there were groups of vulnerable people who should never be de-
tained. Recognising that a sea change in attitudes would be necessary, it concluded that the government must 
learn from international best practice and use alternatives to detention, and that judicial safeguards must be 
strengthened. 
Read more: Frances Webber for IRR News, 09/04/15 

http://www.irr.org.uk/news/immigration-detention-signs-of-spring-or-false-dawn/ 

COMPLEXITY OF IMMIGRATION LAW FACES JUDICIAL CRITICISM 

Posted by: Gherson Immigration 

When publishing a landmark report on overhauling the civil justice system in the United Kingdom 

Lord Woolf stated that 'in order to ensure access to justice' the system should, amongst other 

things, 'be understandable to those who use it'. There has been growing concern that the manner 

and speed in which Immigration law has been changed has put it beyond the comprehension of 

many of those who are governed by it; not just applicants who must comply with it but members 

of the judiciary who are adjudicating upon it. 

In December 2012 Lord Lester of Herne Hill a renowned Barrister sitting in the House of Lords 

stated that "My wife is an immigration and asylum judge and... she and her colleagues... find 

themselves in a quite terrible situation in trying to understand the Kafkaesque material that flows 

out of the Home Office." He described the law governing immigration as "a network of regulations 

that it is quite impossible for ordinary men and women, including Members of this House, to un-

derstand". Lord Taylor acknowledged in response that "no area is more complex than the whole 

business of the Immigration Rules and the procedures surrounding them". 

Since these calls for reform, the parliamentary criticism has been echoed by the judiciary; in Pok-

hriyal v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2013] EWCA Civ 1568 Jackson L.J. stated that 

the "provisions have now achieved a degree of complexity which even the Byzantine Emperors 

would have envied". In the recent case of Singh v Secretary of State for the Home Department 

[2015] EWCA Civ 74 Underhill L.J. explained that there was a problem with the complexity of the 

rules, and they were not readily "understandable by ordinary lawyers and other advisers". The 

drafting was described as "rebarbative". 

Unfortunately, this criticism appears to have fallen on deaf ears. The most recent Statement of 

Changes released on 26 February 2015 stretches to 243 pages. The President of ILPA, Alison Har-

vey, stated that, Immigration Act 2014 (Commencement No. 4, Transitional and Saving Provisions 

and Amendment) Order 2015 (SI 2015/371 (C.18)), which was released on the same date "could 

not have been more confusingly drafted". Despite calls from all quarters to consolidate and sim-

plify the legislation, the Secretary of State is making the regime of immigration control increas-

ingly inaccessible to those using or reforming it. 

ARC Zimbabwe Country Report 
ARC has prepared a COI compilation report on issues of relevance in refugee status determination for Zimbabwean  
nationals. 
November 27th 2014 (published 15 January 2015) 
http://www.refworld.org/publisher,ARCON,,,54b691994,0.html 

http://www.irr.org.uk/news/immigration-detention-signs-of-spring-or-false-dawn/
http://www.refworld.org/publisher,ARCON,,,54b691994,0.html
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ZA Office  

Contact Details  

Oxford House 

Derbyshire St 
London E2 6HG 
tel: 0207 739 8226  
info@zimbabweassociation
.org.uk  
 

Drop in Centres: 

Birmingham 
1 Piers Rd, Handsworth, 
B21 0UY, monthly 

ZAS Leicester—meets 

fortnightly 

 

 

Disclaimer  
This Newsletter only provides general information and guidance. It is not intended to replace the advice or services of a solicitor. The specific facts that 

apply to your matter may make the outcome different than would be anticipated by you. The Zimbabwe Association and the Editor will not accept any 

liability for any claims or inconvenience as a result of the use of this information. Editor  

Twelve Years:  Zimbabwean asylum seekers’  
experiences in the United Kingdom from 2001 to 2013 

 

Volunteers still needed who are interested in helping with 
exhibitions later in the year in Birmingham, Leicester and 
Manchester. If you want to be involved please contact the 

office before the end of May 2015. 

 

UK: Zim sugar doctor hits sweet spot  -  Expressand 

star.com 
 

WHEN most of us suffer a cut or graze, a plaster and some antiseptic is usu-
ally the first thing we reach for.  But for University of Wolverhampton lec-
turer Dr Moses Murandu, his go-to treatment is something a little more sur-

prising - but it’s something most of us have in our kitchen cupboards. 
Dr Murandu, a senior lecturer in adult nursing at the university’s School of 
Health, has now completed a clinical trial into the use of granulated sugar to 
treat wounds, earning his PhD in the process. 
It is a treatment plan that is met with disbelief from patients and medical 
practitioners alike, he said, but is one his family has used since he was a 

child. 
Growing up in Zimbabwe Dr Murandu’s father, Aron Majazi Munawa, often 
used cane sugar to treat their wounds. 
“My father was a poor man and he was trying to use whatever re-
sources he had - salt, sugar. Oh man, salt. When he was using sugar 
it was much less painful.” 
Used on wet wounds including bed sores, ulcers and even amputations, the 

sugar draws the moisture away from the wound and helps clear it, and 
within hours Dr Murandu said ‘smelly’ wounds no longer had a bad odour. 
Bacteria needs water to grow, and applying sugar to the wound draws the 
water away and starves the bacteria. 
Dr Murandu, aged 49, studied nursing in Lesotho, and worked in America 
and Cape Town before moving to England in 1997, where he lives in Mose-
ley with his wife and two children. 
Discovering sugar was not used to treat wounds here, he set about trying to 
get a trial up and running as there was little scientific evidence proving its 
effectiveness as a treatment. 
He believes in its potential use in the health system so much he has spent 
between £15,000 and £18,000 of his own money on the research, and was 
awarded the prestigious Fondation Le Lous Scientific Research Innovation 

Award and £25,000 in 2009. 
Dr Murandu said: “All I want to do is get people to know about it, to 
use sugar to help people. I have learned from the English and they 
have learned from me. I want to work together to help these devel-
oping countries as well as here.” 

MADE IN HACKNEY 

HEALTHY COOKING 

LESSONS (Feb 2015) 
ZA members enjoying a series 

of cooking lessons which have 
taught everyone  a lot about 

healthier living and the dangers 

of  too much sugar. Re-skilling 

activities have been funded by 

the Big Lottery. 

Interesting article on good uses of 

sugar—see right hand side 
 
Below: Delighted Wiz  no longer has 

Diabetes 2 after cutting down on 

sugar, losing weight  and healthier 

living!  (Good to know that Diabetes 2 

can be beaten—an example for others  

tackling this problem) 

mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:info@zimbabweassociation.org.uk
mailto:zimbabweassociation@yahoo.co.uk

